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That  the  wide  v.Oild  oiitHretch'd,  in  moral  aid. 
The  cr.-.diiiig  arm,  to  (lieltcr  and  to  Ihadc  ! 
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And  one  warm  wiih  pielidcd  o'er  ilic  whole  ! 
That  all  th'  oppohng  elements  of  Ui'e, 
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And  each  to  each  be  NEIGHBOUR,  FATHER,  FRIEND  !' 
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^^efator?  3Hili?tss. 


Fellow-Citizens, 

X  HAT  the  United  States,  in  their  political  fituation, 
connected  with  all  thofe  advantages  which  refult  from  enterprife 
and  induftry,  ftand  pre-eminently  confpicuous  amid  the  nations 
of  the  world,  is  a  truth  readily  acknowledged  by  the  contending 
parties  throughout  the  continent.  On  this  fubject  there  is  no  real 
controverfy  ;  federalifts  and  republicans  unite  in  this  one  princi- 
ple, and  nothing  can  be  wanting  but  a  fpirit  of  reconciliation  to 
promote  univerfal  harmony. 

As  Americans,  we  are  all  interefted  in  the  general  welfare  ;  we 
all  partake  of  equal  bleffings,  arifing  from  one  fource.  The 
conftitution  is  the  true  ark  of  fafety,  and  while  wc  adhere  to  the 
principles  of  its  legitimate  conflrudlion,  all  will  go  well. 

The  government  is  organized  for  the  happinefs  of  the  whole 
people  ;  no  exclufive  privileges  are  the  birth-right  of  particular 
individuals  ;  no  man  has  a  claim  on  public  patronage  ;  but  each 
citizen,  however  elevated,  mull  depend  for  his  continuance  in  of- 
fice, on  the  fuffrages  of  his  fellow-citizens,  defignated  in  fuch 
modes  as  are  explicitly  pointed  out  by  the  conftitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States. 

Who  then  has  a  right  to  arraign  the  voice  of  the  people, 
when  thus  exprefled  ?  What  body  of  men  have  the  privilege 
to  contemn  thofe,  whoni  the  citizens  have  approbated  ?  Who 
have  a  licenfc  to  calumniate,  in  terms  the  moft  opprobrious,  thofe 
who  are  placed  in  the  feats  of  government  ?  A  free  inquiry  into 
national  tranfaftions,  is  laudable  and  patriotic  ;  but  when  fcur- 
rility  and  defamation  attend  fuch  inquiries,  we  have  reafon  to 
fufpeft  the  integrity  of  the  agents. 

The  hillory  of  the  world  cannot  produce  a  parallel,  wherein 
the  groflhefs  of  abufc,  and  the  malignity  of  temper,  have  been 
carried  to  fuch  an  unbounded  cxcefs.    The  prefent  adminiftration 
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have  been  attacked  with  a  virulence,  which  has  nearly  exceeded 
the  ingenuity  of  grammarians  to  coin  words  adequate  to  its  im- 
port. The  whole  vocabulary  of  the  Englifti  language,  expreflive 
of  the  malignant  paffions,  has,  within  a  few  years,  been  exhaufted 
to  defame  the  refutation  of  almofl;  every  republican  in  the  gov- 
ernment. The  greateft  culprit  within  Newgate,  the  moft  aban- 
doned mifcreant  that  eVer  made  his  exit  from  Tyburn,  has  been 
more  favoured  by  his  opponents  than  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States  and  thofe  who  adhere  to  his  adminiftration.  Decency  has 
been  facrificed  at  the  fhrine  of  federalifm  ;  and  oftentimes  have  the 
libellous  paragraphs  been  fo  bafely  defamatory,  that  a  virtuous 
man  felt  a  confcious  guilt  in  admitting  fuch  obfcenities  within  his 
family.  Every  epithet  of  flander  was  admitted.  Our  na- 
tional charader  has  been  fporfed  with,  by  men  who  pretend  to  ref- 
peft  the  honour  of  their  country,  with  a  wantonnefs  which  would 
difgrace  a  tribe  of  favages,  or  a  horde  of  Hottentots. 

Fellow-citizens  !  it  is  unneceflary  to  recapitulate  in  detail  the 
falfehoods,  fcurrility,  and  malicious  defamation,  which  have  been 
propagated  through  thofe  proftituted  vehicles,  arrogantly  fliled 
federal  prefTes.  They  are  difgraceful  to  any  organifed  fociety, 
more  efpecially  to  one  which  exclufively  claims  the  appellation  of 
republican.  If  we  may  judge  of  the  difpofition  of  thofe  authors, 
by  their  manner  of  UTiting,  the  reign  of  Robeifpierre  would  be  a 
millennium  in  comparifon  with  the  fanguinary  actions  of  fuch  in- 
veterate calumniators,  provided  their  power  was  co-extenfive  with 
their  malice.  If  the  guillotine  was  not  the  weapon  of  their  cruel- 
ty, to  filence  all  oppofition,  it  would  not  arife  from  motives  of  leni- 
ty ;  but  imprifonment,  fines  and  perfecutions  would  be  adopted  as 
more  adequate  to  the  purpofes  of  torture  and  diftrefs,  by  the  ling- 
ering poignancy  of  the  deatli  inflidled. 

If  thefe  men  were  really  defirous  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
their  country,  would  they  try  every  method  to  excite  the  hatred  of 
the  citizens  againft  their  conflltuted  authorities  ?  Would  they  at- 
tempt to  di/ToIve  the  Union,  by  raifing  a  jealoufy  between  the  rcf- 
pe(5live  ftates  ?  Would  they  profane  the  name  of  Washington-, 
by  urging  an  attachment  to  his  precepts,  while  at  the  fame  time, 
they  were  crucifying  this  patriot  on  the  crofs  of  anarchy  and  civil 
diffenfion  ? 

The  ho.  is,  thefe  people  are  enemies  to  the  happinefs  and  prof- 
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perky  of  America  y  they  are  the  remnants  of  that  faiJlIon,  which 
were  well  kno'wn  during  our  revolution,  under  the  appellation  of 
lories.  This  party  have  had  the  addrefs,  like  Satan  in  the  garden 
of  Eden,  to  deceive  fome,  whom  we  delighted  to  call  onr  frji 
parents.  They  tempted  them  to  renounce  their  primeval  (late,  and 
attempting  to  be  GODS,  they  became  lefs  than  men.  They  loft 
their  original  purity,  and  by  their  fall  threatened  to  inflift  a 
political  curfc  on  the  prefent  and  future  generation.  Thank 
heaven,  the  guardian  angel  of  America  appeared  for  our  deliver- 
ance ;  and  fince  the  authors  of  our  misfortunes  have  been  legally 
difmifled  from  their  flatlons,  we  truft,  that  the  happinefs  of  focicty 
is  referved  for  the  faithful  and  virtuous  citizens.  The  conftitution 
of  our  country  does  not  make  one  clafs  of  men  the  fole  reprefen- 
tatives  of  our  national  profperity,  but  has  referved  a  right  in  the 
people,  to  change  tliem  whenever  apoftacy  becomes  the  prominent 
feature  of  their  adminiftration. 

At  this  crifis,  fellow-citizens,  what  is  the  direft  path  before  us  ? 
Will  you  truft  to  them,  who  are  abufing  thofe  who  do  all  in  their 
power  to  relieve  you  ?  Are  you  in  favour  of  thofe  who  wifh  addi- 
tional taxes  in  oppofitlon  to  fuch  who  are  defirous  to  leflen  them  ? 
Do  you  want  an  eight  per  cent,  loan,  eicife,  ftamp  duties,  ftand- 
ing  army  and  fupcrnumerary  officers,  when  the  government  de- 
clares there  is  no  occafion  for  them  ?  Are  you  fo  anxious  to  pay 
away  your  money,  that  you  muft  reprobate  the  men  who  tell  you 
they  do  not  require  it  ?  Does  the  merchant  earn  his  property  fo 
readily,  that  he  is  uneafy  unlefs  government  is  conftantly  drain- 
ing his  coffers  ?  Do  the  farmer  and  tradefman  enjoy  fuch  a  plen- 
itude, that  they  require  an  excifeman  to  carry  away  t^iiirplus  ? 
If  the  executive  of  the  United  States  pledges  himfelf  to  anfwcr  all 
emergencies  without  thefe  fupplementary  aids  ;  if  the  fecrctary  of 
the  treafury  exhibits  a  fifcal  ftateipcnt,  proving  the  prafticability 
of  paying  ofF  our  cumbrous  debt,  with  the  revenue  arifing  from 
IMPOST  alone,  why  in  the  name  of  common  fenfe  are  we  oppofed 
to  the  experiment  ?  Depend  on  it,  fellow-citizens,  the  man  who  is 
agalnft  the  repeal  of  our  exdfe  laivs,  is  not  a  friend  to  the  people  ; 
he  wiihes  to  afHmilate  our  mode  of  taxation  with  the  Britifh,  and 
is  afraid,  unlefs  this  fyftem  of  taxation  is  adopted,  he  fhall  not 
ftand  a  cliance  to  participate  in  enjoying  thofe  perfonal  blefUngs^ 
which  arife  from  a  multiplicity  cf  offices. 
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Let  us  then  unite  in  the  falutary  fyftem  adopted  by  the  pref- 
cnt  government  ;  let  each  one  endeavour  to  promote  the  general 
harmony,  and  do  all  in  his  power  to  flrengthen  an  adminiftration, 
whofe  obje<5l  appears  concentrated  to  lejfen  taxes,  and  eafe  the  cit- 
izens from  unnecejfary  burdens.  If  any  government  in  Europe  had 
adopted  fim.ilar  meafures,  the  projedtors  of  fuch  a  beneficent  plan 
would  receive  the  plaudits  of  every  honeft  man  witliin  the  nation. 
If  a  minifter  in  England  had  curtailed  the  taxes  of  the  people  in 
a  fimilar  proportion  to  Prefident  JefFerfon,  millions  of  voices 
\yould  join  in  hallelujahs  to  celebrate  his  patriotic  merit. 

The  foregoing  remarks  inay  be  thought  inconfiftent  with  that 
Ipirit  of  reconciliation  inculcated  in  the  motto  of  this  volume. 
But  in  the  idea  of  the  author,  tliey  perfedlly  coincide  with  tlie  ef- 
fentials  contained  in  it.  Harmony,  peace,  and  moderation  depend 
on  tlie  body  of  republican  citizens,  acling  upon  one  confolidated 
principle  in  fupport  of  the  conllitution  and  laws  of  the  government. 
An  union  of  republicans  and  iponarchifts  can  never  be  expefted  ; 
an  union  with  thofe  who  advocate  unneceflary  taxes,  and  thofe 
who  are  oppofed  to  them,  is  chimerical  ;  an  union  of  thofe,  who 
ufe  fcurrility  and  defamation,  with  thofe  who  fubftantiate  their 
meafures  by  reafon  and  found  policy,  is  reverfmg  every  logical 
decifion  ;  an  union  with  friends  of  order  and  the  revilers  of  an 
adminiftration,  which  inculcates  peace  abroad,  and  harmony  at 
home,  is  as  impofllble  as  a  cordiality  between  God  and  mammop. 
The  union  fought  after,  depends  on  the  candid  deliberation  of  the 
well-difpofed  citizens,  whofe  happinefs  is  involved  in  the  perma- 
nency of  a  wife  and  economical  adminiftration.  An  union  of  this 
kind  may  be  efFefted  ;  as  \vt  have  reafon  to  think  that  many  hon- 
eft men  have  been  in  oppofition,  from  the  arts  and  intrigues  of 
fuch  clafles  as  are  above  defcribed  :  and  we  charitably  hope, 
a  pre-eminent  character,  now  in  letirement,  is  convinced  that  he 
was  decrived  by  thofe  who  pretended  the  higheft  friendfhip  towards 
him.  We  ever  wifti  to  revere'*^iis  charadter  for  the  part  he  took 
during  our  revolution  ;  and  we  pray  GOD,  that  his  laft  days  may  be 
employed  in  cxpofing  thofe  culprits,  who  pretend  to  venerate  him, 
whjle  they  eulogife  the  man  who  attempted  to  blail  his  fame  with 
infamy  and  reproach. 

Taking  this  ground,  the  author  of  the  follo-\ving  numbers  has 
confidered  the  various  fubjeifls  contemplated.     He  has  notice^ 
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etery  Individual  in  his  political  chara&er.  As  private  men,  he  ef^ 
timates  them  in  proportion  to  their  fecial  virtues,  and  does  not 
wifh  to  invalidate  whatever  may  be  eficntial  to  their  moral  re«5li- 
ttide.  He  acknowledges  to  have  written  with  freedom  :  but  the 
controverfy  of  the  prefent  day,  as  connedled  with  the  future  happi- 
nefs  of  our  common  country,  demands  an  unequivocal  invefti- 
gation  of  public  men  and  meafures.  He  is  willing  to  ftand  the 
teft  of  principles  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  only,  has  he  confented  to 
give  his  name  as  a  voucher  for  the  fincerity  of  his  obfervations. 

The  caufe  of  realj  undcfihd  religion,  as  inculcated  in  i/je  go/pel, 
he  is  ever  defirous  to  efpoufe,  and  if  any  remarks  on  its  profeflbrs 
may  appear  pungent,  it  is  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  difcriminating  be- 
tween piety  and  hypocrify  :  neither  would  he  uncharitably  con- 
temn all  fuch  men,  as  differ  from  him,  as  hypocrites  or  apof- 
tates  ;  yet  the  feverity  and  indecency  with  which  fome  have  repli- 
ed to  his  remarks,  juftify  him  in  adminiftering  the  tartar  of  retal- 
iation. 

He  has  been  particular  in  fome  of  his  numbers  to  appeal  to  the 
good  fenfe,  and  unbiafled  judgment,  of  the  vot/NG  men.  He  has 
made  his  addrefs  to  this  valuable  clafs  of  citizens,  from  the  moll 
inconteftible  documents  ;  and  though  he  may  be  thought,  by  a 
few  of  them,  to  have  efpoufed  dodrines  fubverfiye  of  their  intereft, 
yet  he  trufts  they  will,  on  a  candid  re-peruja^ti  the  fubjeft,  acquit 
him  from  any  fuch  defign.  He  has  furnifhed  diem  with  tha 
fpecific  proceedings  of  the  merchants,  fanftioned  with  names  of  the 
higheft  credibility  ;  and  he  leaves  it  with  the  young  men  to  decide 
on  this  important  qucftion. 

If  he  Lr  wrong  in  any  one  particular  throughout  the  feveral 
numbers,  he  is  willing  to  acknowledge  his  error  ;  but  fcurrility 
and  defamation  will  never  be  confidered  as  arguments,  either  to 
abandon  his  principles,  or  Intimidate  him  from  perfcverance.  The 
remarks  are  fubmitted  to  a  candid  public  ;  and  to  their  tribunal 
he  is  ready  to  fubmit  his  plea.  Having  no  Cnlfter  views  to  grat- 
ify, if  they  are  acceptable  to  his  fellow-citizens,  he  is  perf(s<5tly  re- 
warded for  his  labours. 

The  author  Hands  on  the  bails  of  the  conftitution  ;  and  while 
he  maintains  an  attitude,  which  is  juftifiable  by  this  compact,  the 
billingfgate  effufxons  of  »  defperate  faftion  will  be  unnoticed.     If 
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any  man  will  meet  hira  vcitli  his  name,  he  Is  willing  to  inveftigate 
the  fubjedl,  becoming  a  gentleman  _  and  citizen.  After  this  ex- 
plicit declaration,  whoever  replies,  in  abnfive  language,  in  an  an- 
onymous difguifef  will  be  treated  as  fuch  a  character  ought  ever  to 
I>e,  \tith  filent  contempt. 


THE 
POLITICAL    WRITINGS 

OF 

OLD-SOUTH. 


No.  I. 

ON    THE    BRITISH    TREATY. 

X  HE  fignature  of  Old-South  may  appear  a  little  fmgular  to  thofe 
who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  toMm  of  Bof- 
ton,  a/Tembled  at  this  ancient  edifice  on  the  queflion  of  the  treaty. 
At  a  previous  meeting,  the  treaty  was  univerfally  difapprovcd, 
and  a  petition  forwarded  to  the  Prefident  on  the  fubjedl.  It  was 
therein  declared  to  be  injurious  to  the  intereft  of  the  country,  and 
definitive  to  our  commerce.  Many  weighty  objecftions  were 
made  to  its  ratification,  and  after  the  fuUeft  inveftigation  of  the 
principles  of  the  report,  it  was  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  Prefident 
'by  the  Seledmen. 

About  three  weeks  afterwards,  a  petition  was  handed  about  by 
particular  individuals,  to  be  figned  by  the  citizens,  urging  our  Re- 
prefentatives  to  make  the  neceflliry  appropriations  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  treaty.  This  meafure  was  confidered  as  counteraft- 
ing  the  former  declaration  of  the  town  in  their  corporate  capacity  j 
and  as  undue  means  were  ufed  to  obtain  fubfcribers,  another  meet- 
ing was  called  to  take  the  fenfc  of  the  citizens  on  the  fubje>f>. 
During  the  debates,  the  fame  objedions  were  dated  as  at  the  for- 
mer meeting,  and  the  injurious  confequences  of  this  inftrument 
were  ftill  held  forth  in  oppofition  to  Its  ratification,  and  appropria- 
tions. The  pointed  reflei^ions  then  made  on  the  oppofers,  are 
frefli  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  attended,  and  though  the  vote  was 
carried  againf!  them,  yet  tlie  confequent  difadvantagcs  we  cxpcri- 
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ence,  are  proofs  of  tlie  propriety  of  the  objeftlons  then  offered. 
To  commemorate  tliis  important  sera,  the  fignature  of  Old-South  is 
now  taken. 

As  the  oppofers  of  the  treaty  were  at  that  period  the  objeds 
of  tlie  moll  fevere,  and  tiAgenerous  abufe  aAd  penfure  ;  and  as  their 
principles  were  repiobated  with  all  the  venom  of  calumny  and  de- 
famation, it  is  but  proper  to  turn  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  into 
that  channel  of  reflection,  as  will  lead  them  to  judge,  "  Whether  the 
fentiments  of  the  oppofers,  or  thofe  of  the  advocates,  ivere  tnojl  congenial  to 
the  interejis  of  the  country  :  Whether  the  predidions  of  the  fallacy  of 
Britifh  integrity,  in  protefting  our  commerce  and  refpefting  our 
neutrality  ;  in  their  profefTions  of  friendfhip,  and  their  cordiality 
to  our  feamen,  have  not  in  almoft  every  inftance  been  realized  : 
And  whether  we  have  not  proofs  as  clear  as  holy  writ  to  vindicate 
the  afTertions  then  made,  that  the  benefits  anticipated  by  the  treaty 
would  foon  become  as  delufive,  as  the  "  bafglefs  fabric  of  a  vifioir." 

Let  the  orators  who  then  piftured  in  the  moll  glowing  ftrains 
the  bleflings  we  were  to  enjoy  under  the  mild  operation  of  this  in- 
ftrument,  now  enumerate  the  manifold  advantages  we  experience. 
Let  them  lay  their  finger  on  the  document,  which  gives  that  am- 
ple indemnification  to  our  merchants,  for  captured  property,  which 
they  fo  pleafingly  defcribed.  Let  them  relate  the  honorary  marks 
of  refpedt  paid  to  the  American  flag.  Let  them  contrail  the  late 
orders  of  tlie  Britifii  government,  with  tlieir  rhapfody  on  Britifli 
amity,  and  reciprocal  attachments.  Let  them  oppofe  the  whip- 
pin^s,  and  infults  to  our  feamen,  with  their  pleafing  recitals  of 
good  fellowfnip  between  Britifli  and  American  tars.  Let  them 
difplay  the  ports  of  Jamaica,  New-Providence,  &c.  with  the  ex- 
panded wings  of  the  American  eagle,  pourtrayed  as  covering  the 
ocean  in  every  quarter  of  the  maritime  globe.  Or  let  them  con- 
folidate  the  bleflings  in  the  modeft:  demands  on  the  country  for  the 
payment  of  mercantile  debts,  and  the  execution  of  the  unfortunate 
Robbins. — Thefe  are  fubjedls,  on  which  we  wilh  to  be  informed,  in 
order  to  judge  with  accuracy  between  the  friends  and  oppofers  of 
the  treaty. 

The  political  controverfy  in  tliis  country  has  been  carried  on 
with  a  degree  of  perfonal  inveteracy,  unbecoming  the  charader  ci- 
ther of  gentlemen  or  citizens.  Particularly  fince  the  adoption  of 
ihe  treaty,  every  indecent  terra  of  reproach  has  been  given  to  thole 
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who  were  in  the  oppofition.  Diforganizers,  traitors,  enemies  to 
their  country,  jacobins,  are  epithets  which  have  been  ufed  againd 
men,  whole  charafters  in  every  point  of  view  have  flood  at  leaft  on 
a  par  with  their  calumniators,  and  in  moft  inftances  fuperior. 
But  wc  truft,  however,  that  the  time  is  faft  approaching,  when  pc» 
litical  merit  will  be  duly  appreciated  ;  as  events  will  foon  decide, 
how  far  the  fentiments  of  individuals  have  been  favorable  or  unfav- 
orable to  the  happinefs,  intereft,  and  independence  of  the  country. 
Our  political  fituation  cannot  long  remain  a  fpeculative  queftion  ; 
it  has  arrived  to  that  crifis,  which  muft  difclofe  the  adions  of  men, 
and  ftamp  on  their  meafures  the  indelible  marks  of  right  or  wrong, 
in  charadlers  too  legible  to  be  concealed,  and  too  deeply  engraved 
to  be  erafed  ;  each  individual  will  (land  cenfured  or  approved,  ac» 
cording  to  the  part  which  he  has  taken,  and  judgment  will  be 
paffed  upon  them,  not  under  the  influence  of  party  fpirit,  but  un- 
der that  impreffion  which  arifes  from  deliberation  and  reflexion. 
This  is  the  teft  to  which  every  honeft  man  is  willing  to  fubmit  his 
condu(5l,  and  though  he  may  have  borne  the  contumely  of  his  en- 
emies with  a  filent  indignation,  yet  he  muft  feel  a  confolation,  that 
tlie  period  muft  foon  arrive,  when  adions  and  principles,  inftead  of 
calumny  and  reproach,  will  be  admitted  as  the  evidences  of  his  in- 
tegrity. Art  and  intrigue,  threats  and  defamation,  will  no  longer 
be  wielded  as  the  menacing  weapons  to  deprive  a  tradefman  of  his 
employment ;  nor  the  horrors  of  a  diftrefled  family  be  ufed  as  argu- 
ments to  oblige  a  citizen  to  vote  and  a^  contrary  to  his  fentiments. 
Thank  God  !  this  day  of  political  perfecution  is  near  over  ;  info- 
lence  begins  to  lower  his  creft,  and  though  here  and  there  we  fee 
its  fhadow,  with  fome  traits  of  its  former  arrogance,  yet  its  fallow 
countenance  befpeaks  the  feeblenefs  of  its  future  operations.  With 
great  propriety  we  can  exclaim  with  the  Prophet,  as  it  applies  to 
the  circumftances  of  many,  who  grew  fat  and  kicked,  "  How  has 
the  gold  become  dim,  and  how  has  the  moft  fine  gold  changed. 
Their  prophets  have  prophefied  falfely.,  and  their  pricjls  bear  rule 
by  their  means — and  my  people  love  to  have  it  /ot  but  what  will  jt 
i.0  in  the  end  thereof  V* 
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No.  II. 

ON    THE    BRITISH    TREATY. 

X  HE  tranfaftlons  of  this  town,  on  the  fubje(fl  of  the  treaty, 
were  fo  unprecedented,  that  a  mere  relation  of  them  at  this  diftant 
period,  •  cannot  but  carry  convidlion  of  the  impropriety  of  our 
condudt. 

Notwithftanding  tlie  legal  meafure  originally  adopted  by  the 
town,  in  bearing  their  teftimony  againft  the  treaty,  yet  a  number 
of  perfons  formed  themfelves  into  a  "  felf-created  committee,"  and 
early  in  the  morning  patroled  the  ftreets,  and  by  unjuIHfiable  means 
obtained  a  large  number  of  fubfcribers,  in  favour  of  immediate  apr 
propriations  being  made  to  carry  the  fame  into  operation.  Inftead 
of  calling  upon  their  fellow-citizens  in  a  legal  town-meeting ,  they 
took  the  advant;age  of  the  fears  and  apprehenfions  of  individuals, 
and  thereby  increafed  their  fubfcrlption-paper,  not  by  the  deliberate 
determination  of  the  inhabitants,  but  by  thzt per/onal  influence, -which 
their  pre-eminent  fituation  gshre  them  over  the  judgment  of  thofc 
'to  whom  they  applied. 

On  a  queftion  fo  important,  and  on  which  the  town  had  previ- 
oufly  a(5bed,  it  was  incumbent  on  thofe  gentlemen  of  the  committee, 
to  call  another  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  fubjeft  might 
be  candidly  debated  and  maturely  confidered  : — That  the  town  in 
its  corporate  capacity  might  hear  the  arguments  in  favour,  and  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  meafure  : — That  each  man  might  be  able  to  judge 
and  a<fl,  according  to  the  weight  of  reafoning  offered  on  botli 
fides : — ^That  free  difcuflion,  inftead  of  threats  and  menaces,  fhould 
be  the  criterion  on  which  the  mind  fhould  decide.  This  mode  of 
conducft  would  have  been  fair  and  candid,  and  no  reflexions  could 
afterwards  have  been  thrown  on  any  one,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  iiTue  of  tlie  bufinefs.  It  would  have  fhewn  a  difpofition 
for  reconciliation,  and  given  an  opportunity  for  each  citizen  to 
ftate  his  objedions. 

It  may  here  be  anfwered,  that  a  town-meeting  was  called,  and 
that  the  fubjedl'  was  debated  in  a  legal  afTembly  of  the  citizens — 
But,  after  the  committee  had  accomplifhed  their  chjcS,  by  obtain- 
ing twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  fubfcribers,  the  public  mind  had  by 
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this  meafure  bceri  fo  far  pre-sngaged,  that  it  placed  the  bufinefs  be- 
fore  tlie  town,  in  a  very  different  pofition,  than  if  luch  a  proce- 
dure had  not  taken  place.  After  men  had  figned  to  a  paper  in 
favour  of  the  treaty,  it  was  too  great  a  challenge  on  their  pride,  to 
expefl  that  they  would  renounce  in  public,  what  they  had  thus  done 
in  private.  This  whole  tranfaction  was,  if  I  may  ule  the  expref- 
fion,  forsjlalled,  previous  to  the  town-meeting  being  called  ;  and 
the  advocates  for  the  treaty  evidently  felt  thqir  fecurity  in  carrying 
tlieir  vote,  from  the  peculiar  conduct  which  they  afTumed  on  this 
pccafion.  The  debates  were  carried  on,  wijji  that  hauteur  of  felf- 
confidence,  as  fully  evinced,  that  they  knew  what  would  be  the  final 
ifTue  of  the  queftion.  Clamour,  and  other  indecencies,  fo  far 
drowned  tl\e  voice  of  the  oppofers  of  the  treaty,  that  even  the 
thunder  of  a  Stentor,  would  have  been  as  feeble  in  the  tumult,  as 
the  whifpers  of  an  infant.  From  thefe  circumftances,  therefore,  the 
town-meeting  was  rendered  entirely  ufelefs,  as  it  refpedtcd  an  iinhi' 
a/fi'd  invrfi'tgauon  of  the  fubjeifl  on  which  they  had  affembled  ;  and  the 
whole  tranfa<flion  mufl,  on  cool  reflexion.,  be  confidered  (as  it  relates 
tofome)  as  the  efforts  of  an  overbearing  party,  to  counteraft,  by 
undue  means,  the  legal  meafures  of  the  town  at  their  previous 
meeting. 

It  may  be  obferved  by  fome,  that  it  is  unnecefTary  at  this  diC 
lance  of  time,  to  recount  the  doings  of  individuals  on  this  oC|pa- 
fion,  as  what  they  then  did,  cannot  nonu  be  remedied.  But,  whea 
we  refled,  how  far  political  characflers  have  been  efl-imated,  by 
their  opinions  on  this  queftion  ;  what  abufive  fcurrility  has  been 
inceffantly  heaped  upon  thpfe,  who  dared  to  fpeak  their  fentiments, 
— it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  thefe  things,  hy  way  of  nmni'- 
Irance,  in  order  to  fliew,  that  however  party  spirit  mi^ht  at 
that  period,  gain  fuch  an  afceiidancyi  as  to  Injure  the  reputation  of 
individuals,  yet,  that  the "  event  has  proved  their  opponents  to  be 
in  the  wrong.  The  apprehenfions  of  the  inutility  of  this  inftru.. 
ment,  and  the  diftruft  of  its  beneficial  operation,  were  the  princi- 
pal  caufes  which  originated  the  oppofitlon  to  its  adoption.  The 
venerable  Samuel  Adams  declared  in  hisfpeech  to  thf  legiflature 
of  Maffachufetts,  that  "  it  was  pregnant  with  evils  ;"  and  Prefi.. 
dent  Washington  faid  alfo,  that  "  it  was  pregnant  witli  events." 
The  former  with  a  prophetic  fplrit,  dreaded  its  confcquences,  and 
the  latter  helitated  as  to  its  falutary  cffefts.     Such  were  the  cha« 


/ 


J  4  On  the  British  Treaty.  No.  II. 

rafters,  that  halted,  and  paufed  over  this  important  inftrument ; 
how  ungenerous  then  has  been  the  abufe  which  thofe  have  receiv- 
ed, who  exprefTed  their  doubts,  when  fuch  fages  were  thus 
agitated  ? 

The  prefent  fituation  in  which  we  are  placed,  is  a  ftrong  evi- 
dence, that  the  benefits  anticipated  from  the  treaty  are  vain  and 
delufive.  The  commiffioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
have  feceded  from  the  claims  of  the  Britilh.  This  is  a  proof  the 
jlemands  muft  have  been  fo  unreafonable  that  Meflrs.  Fit z Sim- 
mons and  SiTGREAl*ts  could  not  juftify  themfelves  in  acceding  to 
them.  Notwithftanding  thefe  gentlemen  were  warm  advocates  in 
its  favour,  yet  on  an  attempt  to  liquidate  the  fyftem  of  fettlement, 
they  are  obliged  to  relinquifh  the  bufmefs.  Notwithftanding  the 
government  have  made  all  their  neceflary  appropriations,  and  fub- 
mitted  the  whole  tranfadtion  to  the  friends  of  the  treaty,  yet  when  they 
come  to  aft  on  the  fubjeft,  the  impropriety  of  the  claims  and  the 
extent  of  the  demands,  are  fo  glaringly  improper,  they  are  forced 
to  fufpend  the  negociation.  If  thefe  gentlemen  are  confounded 
(who  are  fo  favorably  inclined  towards  the  treaty)  what  muft  v/e 
think  of  the  nature  of  the  claims  ?  If  they  could  not  tranfaft  the 
bufmefs,  who  among  us  can  expeft  to  do  it  ?  If  the  Britifli  com- 
miffioners will  perfift  in  oppofition  to  thefe  gentlemen,  to  whom 
will  they  condefcend  to  comply  ?  The  objeftions  by  thefe  gentle- 
men muft  be  of  the  greateft  magnitude,  otherwnfe  they  would  not  ven- 
ture to  derange  and  fufpend  fo  important  a  bufmefs.  The  treaty  is 
now  placed  on  their  fhoulders,  as  it  has  gone  through  every  de- 
partment of  government,  and  it  refts  with  tliem  to  bring  it  to  a 
clofe.  They  muft  have  ftrong  reafons  why  they  have  feceded  ; 
the  property  of  the  merchants  is  fufpended  on  their  decifion  ;  mil- 
lions now  lay  in  the  Britifti  courts,  waiting  the  fulfilment  of  our 
treaty.  Amidft  fuch  anxious  expeftations,  our  commiffioners  muft 
be  led  by  arguments  the  moft  cogent,  to  break  off"  from  this  nego- 
ciation. We  muft  conclude,  when  fuch  men  hejitatey  that  "  the 
treaty  is  pregnant  with  evils,"  and  that  they  dread  its  confequences. 
No  fmall  confideration  could  fuffer  them  to  delay  a  moment  ;  but 
to  fccede  and  difperfe,  carries  in  it  an  appearance  of  the  moft 
alarming  nature  ;  or  at  leaft,  in  the  words  of  General  Washing- 
ton, "  it  is  pregnant  with  events." 

Wh^t  then,  fcUow-citizensj  (hall  we  fay  to  thefe  things  ?  After 
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every  exertion  made  by  its  advocates^ — after  Mr.  Pickering  wa« 

fo  ftrenuous  for  its  ratification,  as  to  declare  that  all  was  "  thrown 
into  die  wind,"  if  it  was  not  effeded — after  the  violent  mcalures  pur- 
faed  to  intimidate  all  who  were  In  the  oppofition — after  the  "  felf^ 
created  committee"  in  Bofton,  had  ranfacked,  early  in  the  mornings 
every  part  of  the  town,  and  diflurbed  the  pious  citizens  in  their 
family  devotions — after  the  abufe  of  Meflrs.  Gallatin,  Living- 
ston and  others,  for  prefuming  to  offer  a  reafon  againft  it — after 
all  the  huzzas  and  exultation  on  fucceeding  in  this  bufmefs, — is  it 
not  ftrange  that  when  it  was  left  to  Meflrs.  Fitzsimmons  and  Sit- 
GREAVEs,  (two  of  its  moft  ftrenuous  advocates)  the  whole  ibftuld 
be  "  thrown  into  the  wind,"  by  them,  and  that  they  are  die  per- 
fons  to  difcover  Its  fallacy  and  deception  ? 

This  is  a  moft  curious  clrcumftanCe.  What  mcft  the  "  felf- 
created  committee"  in  Bofton  think  of  this  ?  If  they  were  fo  irritat- 
ed at  a  few  obfervations  againft  the  treaty,  •What  miuft  be  their 
opinion  of  Meflrs.  Sitgreaves  and  Fitzsimmons  ?  Thcfe  gende- 
men  have  ftruck  radically  at  the  bufmefs  ;  they  have  forgot  your 
zeal  in  making  the  appropriations,  and  if  one  of  the  oppofers  had 
told  you  in  town-meeting,  that  the  treaty  would  be  fufpended  in  its 
operation,  by  its  friends,  you  would  have  redoubled  your  clamours 
inhiflUng  him  from  the  fandtum  fanftorum  of  the  Old  South. 

Not  to  purfue,  for  the  prefent,  this  fubjed  any  furdicr,  we  canw 
not  but  flatter  ourfelves,  that  the  charaders  of  ftien  will  be  duly 
appreciated,  and  that  Coiigrefs  in  thdr  next  fefllon  will  call  on  our 
commiflSoners /or  the  reafons  of  dieir  feceding.  It  is  a  queftion  too 
interefting  In  its  nature  to  be  confined  within  the  breafts  of  Meflrs. 
Fitzsimmons  and  Sitgreaves.  If  government  have  done  their 
duty,  and  the  "  felf-created  committee"  in  Bofton  have  done  their 
duty,  why  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  treaty  fufpended  ?  The  wifdom  of 
the  executive,  aided  by  the  refolution  of  the  legillature,  we  truft, 
will  reconcile  thefe  feeming  contradiftions. 

No.  III. 

ON    THE    DANGERS    OF    PASSIVE    OBEDIENCE, 

X  HE  pride  of  every  freeman  muft  recoil  at  the  difgraceful  wayg 
and  means,  taken  by  tbofe  who  have  the  effrontery  to  claim  the  cx« 
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clufive  title  of  fedei-alifts,  to  obtain  profelytes  to  their  meafures  ; 
and  the  infamous  arts  praflifed  by  the  tools  of  this  party,  cannot 
but  excite  the  deteflation  of  every  man,  who  duly  eftimates  the 
charadler  and  dignity  of  an  independent  citizen. 

Paffive  obedience,  not  only  in  principle,  but  in  praftice,  is  the 
tefi:  by  which  this  patronage  of  tliefe  perfons  is  to  be  gained  ;  and 
without  the  mofl  humiliating  fubferviency  to  all  their  plans,  no 
man  is  fecure  againfl:  the  utmoft  extent  of  their  perfecution  and  de- 
traction. Knowing  the  bafenefs  of  their  views,  they  are  afraid  to 
truft  to  the  deliberate  and  unbiafTed  judgment  of  the  public,  but 
depending  altogether  on  deception,  they  take  every  method  to 
check  an  inveftigation  of  their  conduft,  and  by  terror  and  threats 
accomplifh  thofe  purpofes,  which  otlierwife  would  be  llifled  in 
embryo. 

This  is  a  pitflurefque  defcriptlon  of  §  part}r,  -who  have  been  af* 
fiduous  in  controling  the  public  mirid.  They  have,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  paft,  been  acftive  in  bearing  do'uii  every  man,  who 
dared  to  aft  or  even  think  contrary  to  their  opinion.  Every  vile 
calumny  has  been  propagated  againfl:  characters,  whofe  indepen- 
dence of  mind  would  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  become  the  dupes  of 
a  junto,  whofe  only  claim  to  be  obeyed,  confifled  in  the  perempto- 
ry infolence  of  their  demands,  and  the  audacious  arrogance  with 
which  tliey  profecuted  their  meafures. 

In  a  government  like  our  own,  it  is  but  fair  and  reafonable 
that  every  citizen  fhould  be  entitled  to  adl  and  think  independent 
of  the  influence  of  a  *^  felf-creaied'*  body  of  di(flators.  But  unfor- 
tunately the  times  have  produced  a  fet  of  men,  who  prefume  to 
take  a  rank  above  the  common  level  of  the  people,  and  becaufc 
they  have  acquired,  by  fpeculation,  ufury,  and  other  accidental  cir- 
cumjlancssf  a  larger  proportion  of  property  than  many  of  their 
neighbours,  they  think  they  have  a  right  to  infringe  on  the  privi- 
leges of  thofe,  whom  they  ignominioufly  defignate  as  the  lovjer  clafs 
of  the  community. 

This  ariftocratical  junto  cannot  however  obtain  that  rever- 
ence of  charafter  which  they  are  aiming  to  acquire.  The  good 
fenfe  of  tlic  citizens  will  eve'r  appreciate  their  worth,  as  the  means 
by  which  fome  of  them  have  rifen  to  their  prefcnt  elevation,  are  in 
fo  many  inftances  derogatory  to  their  reputation,  that  even  the 
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brilliancy  of  their  outfide  deportment,  cannot  Conceal  the  black. 
nefs  of  their  inward  depravity. 

For  the  moft  part,  the  meafures  of  this  pretended  federal  corps 
are  matured  within  a  "  fmall  party,"  emphatically  ftiled  the 
Essex  Junto  ;  and  after  they  have  pafled  the  ordeal  of  thefe  choice 
fpirits,  are  brought  forward  with  as  much  folemnity  as  a  young 
child  to  be  chrillened.  The  plans  thus  adjufted  by  this  primary 
aflembly,  are  laid  before  another  order,  (p^omifcuoufly  aflembled 
in  a  well  noted  place  of  refort)  for  their  benediRiony  and  from  thence 
are  tranfmitted  through  various  channels,  confiding  of  runners, 
dependai^s,  fycophants,  and  hirelings,  till  at  length  the  whole  fu- 
perftrudlure  rifes  into  view,  with  as  much  facility  as  the  machinery 
of  an  Harlequin  exhibition.  The  different  fchemes  adopted  to  ef- 
fect their  purpofes  are  worthy  notice  :  one  man  is  threatened,  and 
another  coaxed — one  is  promifed  a  vajl  employment  in  his  bufinefs, 
while  another  is  told  that  he  will  be  deprived  of  the  little  he  has  al- 
ready g'^t — fome  are  placed  on  the  vifionary  Itjl  of  preferment,  and 
the  high  founding  titles  of  Colonel,  Captain,  Lieutenant,  and  En- 
fign,  are  fufficiently  enchanting  to  fccure  a  great  number  on  this 
alluring  profpedl.  Every  wheel  is  fet  in  motion,  and  even  the  infig- 
nificant,  childifli  bauble  of  a  cockade  is  exhibited  as  a  token  of  fer- 
vile  fubmiffion  to"  all  the  dogmatical  mandates,  and  grcfs  inipofi- 
tions,  which  this  fupercilious  junto  are  pleafed  to  enjoin.  No  de- 
pendance  however  is  to  be  placed  on  their  aflurances ;  for,  after  they 
have  anfwered  tlieir  purpofes,  they  leave  their  votaries  a  prey  to 
chagrin  and  difappointment.  Neither  are  they  more  faithful  to 
each  other,  for  if  any  accident,  arifmg  either  from  an  unfortunate 
fpeculation  or  mercantile  tranfaftion,  creates  the  leaft  fufpicion, 
they  purfue  each  other  with  the  moft  unrelenting  feverity. 

Thus,  during  the  controverfy  on  the  treaty,  every  artful 
means  was  pradifcd  to  intimidate  the  honeft  tradefmen.  Some  of 
this  party  had  the  impudence  to  threaten  an  induflrious  citizen 
with  a  deprivation  of  his  whole  bufinefso  Every  little  contemptible 
art  was  pra<flifed  to  obtain  fignatures  to  many  of  their  fubfcrip- 
tion  papers.  Boys  in  tlieir  non-age,  and  old  men  in  their  dotage,  were 
forced  to  enrol  their  names,  to  fwcll  the  Hft  of  fubfcribers.  They 
even  deceived  the  Prefidenf  and  Congrefs,  in  tlie  number  exhibited 
on  their  fcroU  ;  for  inflead  of  free  and  independent  citizens,  a 
C 
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^cat  part  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  impofitlon,  from  an  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  ftarving  family,  rather  than  from  a  difpofition  ia 
favour  of  a  paper  the  contents  of  which  they  held  in  the  utmoft  ab- 
horrence. The  names  of  this  Committee,  (fuch  as  ufed  unfair 
means  to  obtain  fignatures)  ought  to  be  known  to  the  public,  and 
read  yearly  in  our  town-meeting,  to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  the  dangerous  tendency  of  a  felf-created  junto,  in  impofmg 
on  the  fears  of  the  citizens,  and  irf  attempting  to  deceive,  by  falfe 
reprefentations,  the  conftituted  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

The  moft  virulent  abufe  was  conftantly  offered  in  the  papers 
tinder  this  influence,  to  all  fuch  perfons  as  refufed  to  comply  with 
their  arrogant  requifition  ;  and  every  one  was  treated  with  the 
moft  pointed  indignity,  who  dared  to  exprefs  a  fentiment  in 
oppofition  to  their  fyftem  of  terror. 

In  juftice,  however,  to  a  few  who  a<5l:ed  in  this  bufmefs,  we  are 
willing  to  exercife  a  candour,  in  believing  they  undertook  it  from 
the  pureft  motives,  though  without  maturely  confidering  the 
importance  of  the  fubjedl.  The  difference  between  fuch  charadlers, 
and  the  Ughjlying,  Terror'ijls^  is  eafily  diftinguifliable,  and  charity 
draws  a  veil  over  their  conducfl.  But,  it  may  with  truth  be  faid, 
that  in  no  Inftance,  Avas  the  honour  of  the  town,  and  the  liberties  of 
the  citizens  more  grofsly  violated  than  in  this  tranfadlion. 

However unpleafmg  the  recolledion  ofpaft  events  maybe,  yet, 
when  we  refledl  on  the  nature  and  tendency  of  fuch  unjuftifiable  me- 
tliods,  to  control  the  unwary  and  terrify  the  timid — ^how  deftruflive 
to  the  unbiaffed  exercife  of  freedom  and  deliberation,  when  the  mid- 
dling claffes  of  citizens  are  expofed  to  the  perfonal  application  of 
men,  whofe  pecuniary  injluence  clogs  every  avenue  of  inveftigation — 
when  poverty  is  made  an  argument  to  enforce  a  compliance  with 
their  ddmands,  what  more  effeftual  fyftem  can  be  adopted  to  def- 
troy  that  independent  fpirit,  which  is  the  bafis  of  a  republican 
government  ?  If  this  mode  of  condudl  is  permitted  with  impunity, 
inftead  of  that  dignified  deportment,  which  ever  characfterifes  the 
tradefmen  of  this  metropom,  we  have  reafqn  to  fear  that  this  val- 
uable  body  of  citizens  will  foon  be  placed  in  that  degraded  fitua- 
tlon,  as  to  obliterate  every  trait  of  their  former  refpedability. 

Let  us  then,  fellow-citizens,  hereafter  be  jealous  of  thefe  viola- 
tors of  our  freedom,  and  watch  with  hawk-eyed  penetration  their 
future  movements,  left,  under  the  xnalk  of  exclusive  federalism. 
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they  may  fubftantiate  a  fyftem  which  may  give  them  caofc  of  ex- 
ultation, and  you  of  grief,  "  at  a  future  day." 

May  heaven  "  infatuate  and  defeat  their  councils,  abate  their 
pride,  afTuage  their  malice,  and  confound  their  devices  !" 


No.  IV. 

MONARCHY    AND    REPUBLICANISM. 

X  HE  prefent  conteft  in  Europe  is  not  merely  as  it  refpcfts 
France  and  the  combined  powers,  but  as  it  relates  to  the  g^eat  prin- 
ciples of  Monarchy  and  Republicanifm  throughout  the  world. — 
This  has  been  openly  avowed  by  the  Britifh  miniftry  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  The  reftpration  of  the  monarchy  of  France,  and 
the  fubverfion  of  their  prefent  republican  gov  ernment,  are  the  ob- 
jeds  contemplated  by  the  Britifh  government  in  their  prefent  oper- 
ations. It  is  therefore  a  tvar  of  principle,  on  the  iflue  of  which  de- 
pends the  happinefs  and  freedom  of  mankind,  as  founded  en  this 
bafis. 

This  being  granted,  wc  cannot  but  view  with  indignation  the 
man  who  affeds  a  total  indifference  as  to  the  ultimate  decifion  on 
fo  important  a  queflion.  It  has  of  late  become  very  fafhionable 
to  reprobate  both  France  and  Britain,  particularly  among  thofe 
who  ftile  themfelves  Moderates.  How  often  do  we  hear  fuch  cha- 
radlers  exclaim,  "  Let  the  contending  powers Jight  on,  it  is  of  no  conf- 
quence  to  America  which  of  them  proves  viSoriout."  This  is  a  fatal 
miflake — it  is  of  importance  to  the  United  States  whether  the  prin- 
ciples of  Monarchy  fliould  prevail  over  thofe  of  Republicanifm,  as 
the  future  profperity  of  this  country  is  involved  in  the  controverfy. 
If  the  republic  of  France  fhould  be  fubverted,  can  it  be  fuppofed 
that  the  republic  of  America  would  long  furvive  the  cataflrophe  ?  If 
England  conceives  it  neceffary  to  exterminate  in  France  a  fyflem  of 
government  founded  on  the  balls  of  republicanifm,  is  it  probable 
they  would  view  the  fame  principles  prevailing  in  America,without 
jealoufy  and  diflrufl  ?  If  they  have  involved  themfelves  in  a  debt  of 
millions  to  carry  on  a  monarchic  crufade  in  Europe,  can  we  fuppofe 
they  would  fet  down  quietly  ai\d  obferve  withaaeyeofcoxnpU* 
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cency,  die  riilng  glory  of  the  American  Republic  ?  If  it  is  a  war  of 
principle>  will  they  fuffer  the  leaft  fpark  of  Repubiicanifm  to  re- 
xnain  unextinguifhed  ;  or  rather,  after  having  annihilated  the  flame 
in  Europe,  will  they  not  exert  their  invigorated  energies  to  oblit- 
erate every  trait  in  America,  which  bears  its  image  or  fuperfcrip- 
tion  ?  Would  the  Monarch  of  France  and  the  King  of  England 
ever  be  reconciled  to  the  prefent  eftablifhment  of  our  governmeni, 
when  the  principles  of  our  revolution  had  roufed  the  fubjedts  of 
the  former  to  dethrone  his  predecejfory  and  obliged  the  latter  to  ac- 
knowledge our  fovereignty  and  independence  ?  Depend  on  it, 
America  will  be  viewed  as  the  hot-bed  of  sedition,  and 
the  combined  Monarchs  would  confider  their  work  but  half  com- 
pleted, while  they  fuffered  the  feeds  to  flouriih  within  the  climate 
of  the  United  States.  The  obligation  under  which  Britain  would 
lay  France,  (if  Monarchy  fhould  again  be  reflored)  would  ever 
make  her  fubfervient  to  the  views  of  England,  and  the  hatred  of 
Britain  would  be  profecuted  againjl  usy  with  the  additional  weight 
of  France  to  haften  our  deftruiSiion.  The  power  of  the  Britilh  gov- 
ernment would  be  encreafed  in  proportion  to  the  ftrength  of 
France,  and  America  would  be  obliged  to  ftand  alone  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  their  combined  efforts.  France,  inftead  of  fupporting  our 
independence,  would  become  an  ally  with  Britain  to  annihilate  it. 

By  obferving  tlie  various  publications  in  this  country,  during 
the  European  controverfy,  it  is  clear  tliat  many  pcrfons  among  our- 
felves  have  anticipated  xh^fuccejfes  of  the  coalition  as  introdudoiy  to 
a  monarchical  and  arlftocratical  fyilem  in  America.  For  thcfe 
purpofes  the  "  Difcourfes  on  Davila"  feem  fully  calculated.  The 
pageantry  of  Royalty  has  been  held  up  with  a  reverence,  folely 
intended  to  recommend  tliis  form  to  our  approbation.  Numerous 
writers  have  openly  advocated  this  mode  of  government,  and 
many  individuals,  without  hefitation,  have  avowed  their  fenti- 
ments  in  favor  of  its  adoption.  The  newfpapers  under  the  direc- 
tion of  this  party,  have  been  more  afllduous  to  propagate  the  fuc- 
cefles  of  the  combined  powers,  than  even  the  Royal  Gazette  of 
London  ;  and  the  obfervations  whick  accompanied  their  "  glori- 
ous news"  were  generally  fraught  witli  invedlives  agaiull  Repub- 
iicanifm and  encomiums  on  Monarchy.  It  muft  be  evident,  by 
retracing  the  publications  which  have  appeared  within  twelve 
months  paft,  that  the  expedations  of  a  certain  junto  in  this  country 
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were  highly  elated  at  the  profpeft  of  a  total  annihilation  of 
Republicanifm  in  Europe,  and  fondly  anticipated  its  fall  within 
the  United  States.  Though  fome  of  them  have  not  had  the 
temerity  to  declare  openly  in  favor  of  a  King  and  Nobility^  yet  they 
have  been  defirous  fo  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Executive,  and 
contradl  thofe  of  the  Legiflative,  that  the  difference  between  the 
Britilh  government  and  our  own  would  be  only  nominal. 

From  all  thefe  circumftances  the  conclufion  is  -fairly  drawn, 
tliat  the  principle  of  Monarchy  and  Republicanifm  is  involved  in  the 
controverfy  between  France  and  the  combined  powers.  Where 
then  is  the  American  who  can  view  with  indiifcrence  the  ultimate 
decifion  of  fo  interefting  a  queftion  ?  Can  thofe  who  fought  and 
bled  to  acquire  thofe  ineftimable  privileges,  which  are  the  bafis  of 
a  Republican  Conftituiion,  behold  with  frigid  apathy  the  contend- 
ing armies  in  Europe,  or  exprefs  an  tmconccmed  "  impartial'. ty" 
whether  vi<5tory  is  more  propitious  to  one  fide  than  to  the  otlier  I 
Would  it  be  pleafing  to  obferve  the  ftandard  of  Monarchy  erefted 
on  the  ruins  of  the  Baftile,  and  millions  of  unhappy  vidtims  falling 
facrifices  to  the  vengeance  of  an  incenfed  defpot,  and  a  numerous 
body  of  enraged  nobility  and  bloody  priefts  ?  After  contending 
againft  the  combined  exertions  of  nearly  all  Europe  ;  after  dif^ 
playing  the  moll  brilliant  exploits  of  heroifm  and  bravery,  againil 
the  mercenary  banditti  of  Britilh  hirelings,  is  it  poffible  that  any 
American  can  feel  a  lukewarm  indifference,  whether  the  barbarous 
Suwarrow  or  the  humane  Bonaparte  Ihould  reap  the  laurels  of 
the  controverfy  ?  whetlrer  MafTena  ftiould  grace  the  triumphs  of 
this  favage,  or  lead  him,  bound  in  chains,  as  a  fpedacle  of  horror 
and  deteftation  ? 

Yes,  fellow-citizens,  there  are  fome  who  call  themfelves  Amer' 
icans,  who  have  anticipated  the  pleafing  idea  that  Bonaparte 
would  ere  long  be  in  irons,  and  Suwarrow  drove  in  a  triwmphal 
car  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris.  How  often -have  our  papers 
been  difgraced  with  eulogies  on  tliis  bead  of  prey.  Even  the  feftive 
board  has  rcfounded  in  approving  plaudits  at  the  name  of  a  mon-. 
fter,  whofe  charader  is  ftained  with  the  blood  of  helplefs  matrons 
and  weeping  infants.  The  ghofts  of  murdered  innocents,  it 
might  have  been  expedled  on  fuch  occafions,  would  have  ftalkcd 
before  the  inhuman  wretch  who  applauded  this  alfaffin,  and  d;i/lK'd 
tlie  glafs  from  the  trembling  hand  of  him,  who  thus  dared  to  pro% 
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fane  their  memory  and  fmile  over  their  tombs.  But  however 
difcordant  it  may  be  to  the  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  to  obferve 
even  a  bacchanalian  in  his  cups  giving  fuch  evidences  of  depravity, 
yet  the  pain  is  increafed  tenfold  in  obferving  the  fair  daughters  of 
America  admitting  the  name  of  this  demoniac  to  defignate  any 
Ornament  of  their  attire.  The  name  of  SUWARROW,  is  more 
naturally  attached  to  a  dagger  and  a  poignard,  than  to  a  lady's 
head-drefs.  It  may  alfo  be  a  defirable  toaft  within  a  banditti  of 
robbers;  and  the  hall  of  Pandcemonium  (during  the  caroufals  of 
the  infernals)  might  with  propriety  refound  with  the  name  of  a 
wretch,  whofe  wickednefs  gives  him  a  claim  to  difpute  precedency 
even  with  BELZEBUB.  Civilization  is  become  too  refined  to 
Venerate  any  circle,  that  admits  this  beaft  of  prey  among  the  char- 
afters  they  celebrate. 

It  is  natural,  fellow-citizens,  that  the  enemies  of  our  revolution 
fhould  mourn  at  die  victories  of  the  French  republic.  Tha  old 
ipirit  of  *75  ftill  corrodes  their  bofoms  ;  and  they  yet  feel  that 
refentment  againft  the  name  of  a  Frenchman,  which  boiled  in  their 
breads  when  they  were  fighting  with  Wafhington  againft  the 
armies  of  Britain.  Thefe  men,  would  then  have  ftabbed  the  im- 
mortal Wafhington  with  as  much  fatisfaftion  as  they  would  now 
facrifice  Bonaparte.  Monarchy  is  their  objeft,  and  whoever  ftands 
in  the  path  which  leads  to  the  goal,  muft  expeft  the  utmoft  ven- 
geance of  their  difpleafure.  Thank  heaven,  the  fnare  is  broken, 
and  we  have  efcaped ! 


No.  V. 

ON  Washington's  legacy. 

IT  is  remarkable,  that  the  "legacy"  (fo  called)  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, fhould  be  recommended  to  the  perufal  of  the  citizens,  by 
thofe  who  ad  fo  contrary  to  the  advice  contained  in  that  publi- 
cation, and  who  advocate  meafures  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  recommends. 

The  prominent  features  of  this  farewel  Addrefs,  are  confpic- 
uous  in  three  important  points-..ift,  UNION  of  the  States.     This 
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is  confidered  by  him  fo  eflential  that  he  thus  exprefles  himfelf : 
"  We  have  reafon  to  diftruft  the  patriotifm  of  thofe,  who  in  any 
quarter  may  endeavour  to  weaken  its  bands."  The  fecond  is,  liis 
difapprobation  of  MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENTS,  which, 
he  declares,  "  under  any  form  of  government,  are  inaufpicious  to 
liberty,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as  particularly  hoftile  to  republican  lib- 
erty." The  3d  is,  ECONOMY  IN  PUBLIC  EXPENDI- 
TURES ;  "  not  throwing  upon  pofterity  the  burthen  which  we 
ourfelves  ought  to  bear."  Thefe  are  the  cardinal  points,  on  which 
our  deceafed  friend  emphatically  places  the  happinefs,  profperity, 
and  independence  of  the  United  States. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  fhew  the  propriety  of  the  medium  through 
which  the  "  legacy  of  Gen.  Wafhington"  is  recommended,  we  arc 
led  to  examine  the  fentiments  inculcated  by  thofe,  who  now  invoke 
the  citizens  to  a  confideration  of  die  fubje<ft.  For  a  number  of 
years  paft,  the  writers  in  thofe  papers  have  continued  in  one 
conftant  ftrain  of  invedive  againft  fome  of  the  moft  important 
States  in  the  Union.  Every  term  of  reproach,  every  epithet  of 
abhorrence,  every  fpecies  of  calumny  and  detraiftion,  have  been 
heaped  upon  them.  In  many  of  tliofe  papers  (efpecially  in  Con- 
nedicut)  the  queftion  of  feparation  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  States  has  been  ferioufly  and  vehemently  agitated.  The 
great  coalition  of  the  federal  government  has  been  indecently  com- 
pared to  "  a  fow  with  a  litter  of  pigs,"  and  the  fovereignty  of  each 
individual  State  has  been  confidered  as  a  monster,  which  ought  to 
be  execrated.  The  people,  in  their  eledlive  capacity,  have  been 
burlefqued,  as  an  uninformed,  ignorant  banditti,  and  their  votes 
ftigmatized  with  the  odious  appellation  of*'  dirty  pieces  of  paper.'* 
The  fubverfion  of  our  Conftitution  has  been  contemplated  by  an  He- 
reditary Prefulent  and  Senate^  and  the  UNION  of  the  States  has  been 
threatened  by  propofitions  from  men  high  in  office^  to  alter  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  federal  government.  Sentiments  of  this 
nature  have  been  induftrioufly  propagated  by  fome,  who  now 
recommend  to  our  perufal  the  Legacy  of  our  deceafed  Washing- 
ton ;  and,  while  tliey  pretend  to  revere  his  memory  and  follow  his 
precepts,  are  endeavouring  to  accomplifh  meafures  to  convulfe  and 
agonize  the  union  of  the  American  Corifcderation.  How  inconfift- 
cnt  then  is  the  conduit  of  fuch  perfons,  with  the  advice  given  in 
the  addrcfs  ?— This  party  have  ever  been  dcfirous  to  feck  Ihcltcr 
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tinder  the  wing  of  General  Wafliington,  and  on  all  occafions  are 
making  an  inlidious  ufe  of  his* fame  to  accomplifli  their  purpofes. 
They  pretend  to  be  his  friends  ;  but  while  they  afFedl  a  friendfhip 
for  him,  they  are  affiduous  to  counterad  every  beneficent  fyftem 
WhicJi  he  recommends.  Union  of  the  States  was  v/ith  him  an 
obje(fl  of  the  highefl  magnitude  :  but  difuriion,  and  even  fepara- 
tion,  would  be  the  refult  of  their  projedts.  He  confiders  the  dig- 
nity of  the  States  as  harmonizing  in  their  individual  capacity  ;  while 
thofe  perfons  view  them  as  a  menial  group,  defcriptive  only  by 
the  fordid  fimile  of  a  "  litter  of  pigs."  Can  fuch  people  be  con- 
fidered  in  unifon  with  Wafliington  ? 

As  a  furtl>^  pi  oof  of  the  dlfpofitioa  of  this  party,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Union  of  the  States,  is  the  abufe  we  daily  obferve  iA 
particular  papers  offered  to  the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania,  Virginia 
and  Kentucky.  The  indecent  reflexions  fo  conftantly  bellowed 
on  them,ybr  aii  exercife  of  their  onvn  fo-veretgntyj  are  calculated  to  en- 
gender a  fpirit  of  animolity,  highly  prejudicial  to  that  "  Union'* 
recommended  by  General  Wafliington.  Can  the  fpirit  of  patrio- 
tifm  influence  thofe,  who  are  endeavouring  to'  excite  the  moft  ma- 
lignant pafflons  and  thereby  raife  a  jealoufy  and  diflrufL between 
the  refpedlive  ftates  ? — Such  perf6ns  have  had  the  audacity  to  ftig- 
Iftatize  the  majority  of  tlie  people  of  thofe  governments,  as  difor- 
ganizers,  enemies  to  order,  and  a  banditti  of  unprincipled  foreign- 
ers. This  kind  of  language  is  folely  calculated,  to  defl;roy  evei-y 
principle  of  cordiality,  and,  no  doubt,  is  intended  by  a  Britifli  fac- 
tion to  dlffolve  that  amity  fo  effential  to  the  happinefs  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  United  States.  Governor  M'Kean  and  Governor 
Monroe,  have  been  treafed  with  the  utmoft  fcurrility  ;  every  infa- 
mous epithet  has  been  ufed,  to  injure  and  depreciate  their  reputa- 
tion. Thefe  refpeftable  States  have  been  held  up  as  the  hot-bed  of 
fedition,  and  we  daily  fee  the  grofleft  refleftions  upon  the  civil  and 
moral  charafter  of  their  fupreme  magiftrates. — What  can  be  the 
refult  of  all  this  virulence  and  defamation  ?  Will  it  not  bring 
on  public  and  private  animoflty  ?  Will  it  not  weaken  that 
«  UNION,"  which  General  Wafliington  conflders  as  the  bands  of 
our  ftrength  and  fecurity  ? — We  muft  certainly  admit  thefe  States 
to  equal  rights  with  ourfelves  ;  how  irritating  then  muft  it  be  to  the 
citizens,  to  find  themfelves  calumniated  as  the  moft  detcftable  of 
mankindi  becaufe  they  have  chofen  to  exercife  their  privileges  in 
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the  choice  of  a  Governor  ?  We  have  never  found  them  cenfurlng  tu 

for  our  choice  ;  and  none  but  thofe,  who  conftitute  a  di/organiziag 
party  (faliely  ftyling  themfelves  federalifts)  would  now  have  the  c£* 
frontery  to  propagate  their  indecencies,  unlefs  with  a  view,  to  ef- 
fe(fl  the  wicked  and  deteftable  purpofes  of  diflblving  the  Union, 
and  counterading  the  objed,  fo  ferioufly  contemplated  in  the  lega- 
cy  of  the  beloved  Wafhington. 

Fellow-Citizens — in  all  my  former  publications,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  lay  before  you  facts,  in  order  that  you  may  dratr 
fair  conclufions.  Impofition  has  too  long  been  a  weapon,  fuccefs- 
fully  wielded  by  thofe,  who  are  emphatically  defignated  as  afaaion, 
ading  under  the  immediate  control  of  a  Junto.  Such  perfons 
are  now  fhedding  their  crocodile  tears  over  the  tomb  of  Wafhing- 
ton. They  are  lavifli  in  their  encomiums  on  his  virtues  and  patri- 
otifm  ;  they  are  recommending  his  legacy  to  be  read  fo  loud,  as 
that  thofe  on  the  houfe  top  may  hear  it.  But  in  order  to  try  their 
fa'ttht  by  their  works,  examine  critically  their  conduA,  and  you  will 
foon  difcover  the  hollow  voice  of  diffimulation,  and  fraud.  While 
Wafhington  cries  "  UNION,"  they  are  vociferous  for  d'ljfenfton. 
While  he  endeavours  to  draw  the  bands  of  friendfhip  clofer,  they 
are  afUduous  to  difTolve  every  link  which  connedts  the  federal 
chain.  While  Wafhington  recommends  peace  at  home,  they  are 
kindling  the  flame  of  intefline  difcord,  and  doing  all  in  their  power 
to  create  an  animofity  little  fhort  of  a  civil  War,  between  the  north- 
em  and  fouthem  States.  The  meafures  taken  by  them,  may, 
fooner  than  we  are  aware,  produce  the  dreaded  evil.  Can  we  ex- 
peft  tliat  Pennfylvania,  Virginia,  and  Kentucky  will  calmly  obferve 
the  indignities  offered  to  them  ?  Will  the;f  bear  with  complacency 
the  fcurrilous  language,  and  odious  epithets,  applied  to  their  legal 
proceedings,  in  many  of  our  papers  ?  Will  not  fuch  reiterated 
ebufc  ferve  to  alienatje  every  affeftionate  attachment,  and  in  tim» 
produce  that  rancour  of  dilpofition,  which  threatens  the  mofl  feri- 
ous  confequences  ?  Such  an  event  would  be  pleafing  to  this  invet- 
erate fadion,  as  they  view  themfelves  reduced  to  the  laft  flage  of 
defperation ;  and,  as  they  find  that  the  European  controverf'y  is  like- 
ly to  terminate  in  favour  of  republicanifm,  their  laft  refoutce  is,  to 
fow  difTenfion  between  tlie  refpedive  States.  Abufc  and  fcuriility 
are  their  weapons  of  warfare,  and  fcrecned  by  a  hypocritical  avuw- 
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al  of  their  attachment  to  the  deceafed  Wafhington,  tliey  prowl 
like  wolves  in  fheep's  clothing,  to  take  an  advantage  of  every  oc- 
currence that  arifes.  How  many  of  thefe  modem  patriots,  who 
now  difplay  their  infignia  of  grief  for  the  death  of  the  hero  of 
Mount  Vernon,  would,  in  the  days  of  our  revolutionary  troubles, 
have  rejoiced  to  fee  him  agonizing  on  the  heights  of  Bunker-Hill, 
and  expiring  in  the  arms  of  Warren  ? 

Recapitulation  and  refle(5tion  are  flrong  antidotes  to  their 
treachery. 

Let  us  tlien,  fellow-citizens,  while  reading  the  "  Legacy  of 
Wafiiington,"  confider  it  as  an  inftrument  of  denunciation  againft 
the  arts  and  flratagems  of  thefe  pretended  eulogizers  of  his  mem- 
ory. They  are  attempting  to  make  ufe  of  his  name  t^  deftroy 
every  republican  principle  which  he  advoca-ted.  They  are  defi- 
rous,  under  the  appellation  of  Wafhington's  friends,  to  unite  us 
with  that  nation,  in  oppofition  to  which,  our  lately  departed  hero, 
by  the  command  of  Congrefs,  arrayed  the  armies  of  America. 

If  Britain  had  fucceeded,  the  amiable  citizen,  whom  we  now 
deplore,  inftead  of  being  refpedlably  depofited  on  the  fhores  of  the 
Potomack,  would  have  been  elevated  (in  company  with  the  pro- 
fcribed  Hancock  and  Adams)  as  an  objeft  of  derifion  v^thin  the 
purlieus  of  Temple  Bar.  Let  us  contemplate  his  virtues  at  the 
trying  period  of  our  revolution,  and  let  us  imprefs  this  truth  on  tlie 
RISING  GENERATION,  that  the  man  who  wiflies  to  ally  us  witli  Bri- 
tain, cannot  be  a  friend  to  Wafhington.  We  never  can  efteem 
thof6,  who  aimed  a  dagger  at  his  breaft. 

May  the  tomb  of  this  beloved  Patriot  be  fprinkled  with  the 
tears  of  the  virtuous  Americans,  and  may  it  never  be  polluted 
by  thofe,  who  would  willingly  have  fhed  his  blood  at  the  times 
which  "  tried  men's  souls"! 

The  other  points  enumerated  will  be  confidered  in  future 
papers. 


Nb.  VI. 

ON  Washington's  legacy. 

Illustrious  Washington  \  the  Republican  Cin- 

2ENS  oi  Anurica  celebrate  thy  virtues,  not  in  flrains  of  hjrpocriticsd 
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adulation,  nor  in  the  humble  attitude  of  venal  fycophants,  but  we 
eulogize  thy  memory  in  thofe  fublime  accents  of  veneration  which 
are  becoming  freemen,  when  commemorating  the  glorious  aftions 
of  their  departed  patriots.  While  performing  this  duty,  we  do  not 
call  to  our  aid  a  group  of  menial  flatterers,  whofe  diffimulation 
cannot  refleft  any  honour  on  thy  chara(5ter  ;  for  as  thou  acquiredft 
thy  reputation  in  the  days  which  "  tried  men's  fouls,"  and  in  oppo' 
Jttion  to  their  malevolence,  we  difown  their  perfidious  friendfliip,  and 
claim  the  exclufive privilege  of  exprefling  the  agonies  of  our  forrow  ; 
and  with  the  folemnity  of  real  mourning  moft  fmcerely  weep  over 
thy  grave.  When  the  enemies  of  the  American  revolution  ex- 
ultingly  anticipated  thy  fall,  and  rejoiced  at  thofe  difafters  which 
like  daggers  goaded  thy  bofom  ;  when  the  faithful  band  of  Amer- 
ican Soldiersy  in  concert  with  the  troops  of  an  allied  nation,  were 
fufFering  thofe  hardftiips  and  toils  which  peculiarly  attended  the 
American  camp  ;  when  our  cities  were  in  flames,  and  the  diftreff- 
ed  inhabitants  drove  from  their  dwellings  ;  when  every  face  turn- 
ed pale,  and  "  every  man's  hand  was  upon  his  thigh  ;"  at  thefe  ex- 
cruciating periods  of  public  calamity,  the  citizens  who  now  lament 
thy  exit  ^ere  anxioufly  folicitous  for  thy  fafety,  and  with  fervent 
devotion  offered  up  their  prayers  to  heaven,  for  the  confummatlon 
ci  thy  glory,  and  ttie  peace,  happinefs  and  independence  of  our  coun- 
try. While  tlaus  extolling  thy  pre-eminent  virtues,  we  cannot  but 
entwine  the  laurel  on  thy  brow,  and  tears  of  grief  which  now 
flow  on  this  forrowful  occafion,  are  thofe  fpontaneous  effufions  of 
the  heart,  which  will  forever  embalm  thy  memory,  and  tranfmit 
thy  name  in  honourable  remembrance  to  future  generations. 

I  Ihall  now,  fellow-citizens,  as  propofed  in  my  laft,  purfue  the 
fubjeft,  by  confidering  the  other  important  point  contained  in  the 
"  Legacy"  of  our  deceafed  friend.  "  Overgrown  Militart 
Establishments  (he  fays)  under  any  form  of  goyemmmty  are  in- 
aufpicious  to  liberty,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as  particularlt 
HOSTILE  TO  Republican  Liberty."  The  principles  of  General 
Washington  on  the  various  fubjefts  enumerated  in  his  addrefs» 
are  fo  diametrically  oppofed  to  the  condu(ft  of  many  who  now 
recommend  it  to  public  perufal,  that  we  candidly  fuppofe  they  are 
convinced  of  thoir  former  error,  and  are  now  willing  to  make  an 
atonement  for  their  numberlefs  faults,  by  becoming  profelytes  to  his 
f^^ntiments.    Military  eiUblifhmeats  have  often  beea  advocated  is 
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the  very  papers  which  jiow  eulogize  this  performance.  They  have 
gone  fo  far  as  to  hold  them  eflential  to  the  fecurity  of  Republican 
Liberty.  How  are  we  then  loll  in  wonder,  when  this  fage  patriot 
is  reprobating  military  eftablifhments  in  the  moft  pointed  terms,  to 
hear  men,  who  pretend  to  extol  his  political  talents,  recommend- 
ing  for  our  adoption,  fuch  pernicious  inftitutions  ? — His  expreffions 
are  as  ftrong  as  words  can  render  them.  He  defcribes  thefe 
cftablifliments  as  inaufpicious  to  every  form  of  government,  but 
emphatically  declares  them  fo  to  "  republican  liberty."  Thefe 
were  the  fublime  fentiments  of  our  beloved  Washington — fenti- 
jnents  which  ought  to  be  wrote  in  letters  of  gold,  and  placed  in 
every  public  department  of  the  federal  and  ftate  governments — 
fentiments  which  do  honour  to  the  man  who  has  filled  the  office 
of  fupreme  executive  in  a  free,  fovereign,  and  independent  Repub- 
lic——fentiments  which  fliould  be  taught  to  our  children,  and  be- 
come leflbns  within  our  colleges,  academies,  public  fchools,  and 
every  feminary  of  education.  They  are  fo  fublime,  that  even  our 
pulpits  fliould  refound  with  thofe  pathetic  ftrains.  After  this  ex- 
alted declaration,  where  is  the  man  who  pretends  to  revere  the 
precepts  of  Washington,  or  confiders  his  addrefs  as  the  legacy  of 
a  dying  friend,  who  can  come  forward  in  fupport  of  an  eftablifliment 
PENOUNCED  by  him,  as  fubvcrfive  of  the  happinefs  and  freedom  of 
his  country  ? 

lUuftrious  fhade  !  may  thy  warning  voice  be  heard  from  thy 
grave,  and  may  the  fatal  tendency  of  mercenary  military  eftablifli- 
nients  be  as  deeply  impreffed  on  our  minds,  as  thy  innumerable 
virtues  are  on  the  tablet  of  our  hearts.  And  as  thou  obtainedll 
thy  glorious  and  honorable  reputation  in  defence  of  a  republican  fyjl em 
cf  government.,  in  oppofition  to  a  monarchical,  may  the  citizens  of 
America  ever  exprefs  xheir  confidence  in  thy  friendfhip,  and  their 
gratitude  for  thy  inflexibility,  by  deprecating  eftablifliments  which 
you  have  exprefsly  declared  are  "  inaufpicious  to  libe<y." 

The  dreaded  confequences  of  Standing  Armies  are  too  deeply 
imprcfled  on  the  minds  of  our  fellow  citizens,  to  require  the  la- 
bours of  declamation  to  enforce  an  abhorrence  to  their  introduc- 
tion. The  wounds  are  fcarcely  clofcd  which  were  inflided  by  the 
fbldiery  of  Britain,  and  tlie  fighs  of  the  widow,  and  the  tears 
of  the  fatherlefs  are  ftill  expreffive  of  their  baneful  tendency  during 
their  |-efi4cnce  in  America.    Hancock,  Warren,  Thacher,  &c,  i» 


No.  Vlf  On  JVashingtoti' s  Legacy.  ^p 

their  orations  on  the  fifth  of  March,  have  depidured  tlie  conflagra- 
tions, mafTacres,  depredations,  and  violence  committed  in  all  ages 
by  a  mercenary  military  force,  and  have  defcribcd  it  as  a  lure  pre- 
curfor  to  the  extermination  of  every  vellige  which  adorns  and  dig. 

nifies  human  nature  in  a  ftate  of  focicty They  declared  "  that 

it  was  the  moft;  fuccefsful  engine  ever  wielded  by  tyrants,  and  that 
it  was  impoflible  the  kingsjof  England  fhould  acquire  fuch  exorbi- 
tant power,  had  they  not  a  (landing  army  to  enforce  their  com- 
mands— and  tliat,  with  the  officers  of  this  army,  they  had  bribed 
men  to  facrifice  the  rights  of  their  country." — Such  are  the  opin- 
ions of  the  patriots  of  our  country  ;  and  yet  we  daily  fee  in  our 
public  papers  advocates  for  meafures  which  tend  to  tlie  introduc- 
tion of  this  MONSTER.,  "  whofe  fupport  is  plunder,  whofe  nutriment 
is  carnage,  and  whofe  paftime  is  to  inflidl  human  wretchednefs." 
I  afk  you,  my  fellow-citizens,  whofe  habitations  have  been  con- 
fumed  by  the  ftanding  armies  of  George  the  3d,  and  whofe  lives 
have  been  jeopardied  by  the  mandates  of  an  infulting  leader  of  a 
ftill  more  infuriated  band  of  foldiery,  whether  you  can  now  view 
a  n:ulitary  eftablilhment  with  cordial  complacency  ?  I  appeal  to 
you,  who  have  experienced  *'  Britifh  generofity  in  nakednefs  and 
hunger,*  their  freedom  in  guard-lhips,  "  and  their  tendemefs  in 
ftripes,  and  at  the  end  of  their  fabres."  Speak,  fellow-citizens, 
fuch  of  you  as  felt  the  vengeance  of  this  fyftcm  of  terror,  and  were 
anxioufly  felicitous  for  the  event,  while  fome  mifcreant  refugees  were 
even  hardening  the  heart  of  the  Britifli  Pharoah,  and  urging  him 
during  our  revolutionary  warfare,  "  to  make  peace  with  Amer- 
icans only  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet."  If  there  are  any  who 
favour  the  dodrine  of  ftanding  armies,  I  will  reply  to  them,  not 
only  in  tlae  words  of  Washington,  "  that  they  are  inaufpiclous  to 
liberty,"  but  enforce  even  tliis  cautionary  fentiment  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  immortal  Warren,  "  Our  fathers  look  from  their 
celellial  feap  with  fmihng  approbation  on  their  fons,  who  boldly 
ftand  forth  in  the  caufe  of  freedom — but  ftemly  frown  upon  th^ 
inhuman  mifcreant,  who,  to  fecure  the  haves  and  Jijhes  to  himfelfj. 
would  breed  a  ferpent  to  deftroy  his  children."  Principles  .ire 
peimanent,  time  cannot  make  that  wrong  which  was  originally 
right,  and  however  an  Eflex  fa<5tion,  a  felf-created  junto  (falfely 
ftyling  themfelves  federal),  a  Peter  Porcupine,  a  group  of  mercenary 
editors,  apoltate  whigs,  and  a  remnant  of  old  and  young  toric& 
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may  wifli  for  the  eflablifliment  of  a  ftandlng  army,  yet  we  trufl, 
that  the  patriotifm  of  the  Legiflative  and  Executive  authorities  of 
the  United  States  will  annihilate  in  embryo,  every  eftablifhment 
which  "  is  hoftile  to  republican  liberty."  As  friends  to  the  belov- 
ed Washington,  they  will  never  render  permanent  thofe  inftitu- 
tions,  which,  "  under  any  form  of  government"  he  declares  to  be 
**  inaufpicious  to  the  rights  of  the  citizens."  While  we  read  "  his 
Legacy,"  thus  denouncing  military  eftablifhments,  every  drum  we 
hear  beat,  and  every  cannon  we  hear  fired  from  a  mercenary 
corps,  we  muft  confider  as  his  voice  fpeaking  from  his  tomb,  to 
check  the  evil  from  increafing.  In  addition  to  his  authortiy,  we 
can  alfo  quote  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  who  in  the  rap- 
turous ftrain  of  ejaculation,  "  thanked  heaven  that  in  America 
there  was  no  standing  army." 

*'  What  our  enemies  fo  ardently  wifh,  muft  be  our  bane  :  what 
they  dread  muft  be  its  antidote." — Our  enemies  are  defirous  for 
a  permanent  miHtary  eftablifhment,  but  Wafhington  fays  nay,  as  It 
it  deftruftive  to  Republican  Liberty.  Hancock,  Warren,  and 
Thacher  entered  their  folemn  proteft  againft  the  meafure  ;  "  from 
fmall  beginnings  (fays  the  latter)  and  under fpecious  pretences y,Yc'YSXzt% 
will  raife  a  ftanding  military  force,  the  moft  fuccefsful  engine  ever 
yet  wielded  by  the  hand  of  lawlefs  domination."  From  fuch  au- 
thorities, compofed  of  worthies  both  in  Church  and  State^  we  have 
reafon  to  dread  the  monster  as  "  concealing  a  dagger,"  under 
whatever  form  he  prefents  himfelf.  Let  us  ever  be  aware,  "  tliat 
the  tig&r  crouches  before  he  leaps."  Military  eftablifhments  are 
too  terrific  to  raife  their  broad  creft  on  their  firft  introdudlion,  but 
they  imperceptibly  inftil  their  poifon,  fill  at  length  they  bring  on 
the  political  ruin  of  mankind,  as  univerfiil  as  the  moral  depravity 
by  vSatan  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  The  advocates  of  the  meafure 
foothe  us  by  faying,  "  we  fhall  not  furely  die  :"  but  depend  upon 
it,  if  we  partake  of  its  pernicious  fruit,  we  involve  ougfelves  and 
pofterity  in  remedilefs  ruin. 
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XLCONOMY  in  public  Expenditures,  is  another  ftrong  trait  in  the 
advifory  addrefs  of  the  departed  Wafliington — "  not  throwing 
upon  pofterity  the  burthen  which  we  ourfelves  ought  to  bear." 

It  has  often  been  urged  by  the  friends  of  monarchy,  that  a 
public  debt  is  a  public  bleffing.  Upon  this  principle  it  has  al- 
ways been  an  objeft  in  this  form  of  government,  to  enereafe  tlie 
patronage  of  the  Executive,  by  creating  an  artificial  fpecics  of 
property,  and  thereby  eftabliftiing  iti  the  hands  of  a  fetv,  a  flrong 
monied  mtereft  in  the  community,  which  on  all  occafions  ftand 
ready  to  fiipport  every  minifterial  nfieafure,  howevet  injurious  t* 
the  gcn'eral  happinefs  of  the  people.  This  policy  has  been  affidu-* 
oufly  purfued  by  the  Britifh  nation,  and  from  tlie  multiplicity  of 
defcriptive  evidences  of  public  debt,  it  has  become  a  fcience  fo 
intricate  in  its  various  labyrinths,  that  a  man  in  England  is  oblig- 
ed to  have  recourfe  to  a  ftock-jobbing  negociator,  to  know  the 
value  of  the  refpedlive  denomination  of  funds.  By  this  infamous 
praftice,  the  value  of  property  is  as  intricate,  to  be  accurately  af- 
certained,  as  a  queftion  in  law,  and  a  few  fharpers  within  the  ftock 
exchange,  (after  pradlifmg  a  few  legerdemain  tricks  under  the  ap- 
pellation of  bulls  and  bears,)  fettle  the  value  of  every  fpecies  of 
paper  currency  throughout  the  kingdom.  Neither  is  there  any 
appeal  from  their  decifion  ;  as  a  leading  ftockbroker  is  as  peremp- 
tory in  fixing  the  public  eftimation  of  3  per  cent.  6  per  cent, 
confols,  &c.  as  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  de- 
termining a  judicial  controverfy.  Every  man  in  the  kingdom,  who 
holds  any  paper  evidences  of  public  debt,  muft  fubmit  to  the  arbi- 
trary verdia^  of  a  licenfed  body  of  (kirpers,  who  regularly  aflem- 
ble  between  the  lK)urs  of  one  and  three,  to  fix  tlie  value  of  hurw 
drcds  of  millions  of  property,  difpcrfed  over  the  whole  nation  in 
the  poffeflion  of  individuals.  The  fyftem  of  finance  has  become 
fo  fublimated  in  England,  that  it  is  principally  conduced  under 
the  control  of  the  miniftry.  Stocks  rife  and  fall  as  dire<5ted  from 
the  office  of  the  Premier — when  they  are  low,  the  miniftry  buy  in, 
and  when  they  are  high,  the  miniilry  fell  out.    Confequently  on 
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the  report  of  bad  news,  the  government  take  the  advantage  of  die 
public  diftruft,  and  enable  their  purchafers  to  lay  in  a  confiderable 
flock,  in  order  to  furnlfh  themfelves  with  the  means  to  profecute 
meafures  to  carry  on  their  further  proje(fts.  In  fhort,  the  funds 
of  England  are  nothing  but  a  pantomimic  exhibition — it  is  a  kind 
of  magic,  which  thofe  behind  the  curtain  are  playing  upon  the 
credulity  and  fears  of  the  people  ;  the  propria  perfona  are  a  band 
of  chofen  Ifraelites,  tlie  real  defcendants  from  the  money-changers 
in  Jerufalem,  who  of  old  were  driven  out  of  the  Temple  ;  tlie 
Britifh  minifter  is  the  manager,  and  the  whole  fcenery  is  under  his 
direftion  ;  the  audience  are  a  group  of  dupes,  who  view  with 
amazement  the  dexterous  workings  of  the  rr;achinery,  and  laugh 
and  ftare  at  the  raree-fhows  which  arife  amidft  the  gambols  of 
Harlequin,  in  the  charadter  of  bank  diredors.  Thus  will  they 
continue  to  amufe  tlie  public,  till  the  drama  clofes,  the  curtain 
drops,  and  the  whole  farce  concludes  with  exeunt  omnes  ;  the  play 
will  be  hi/Ted,  and  the  aflors  driven  from  the  ftage. 

Notwithflanding  tliis  immenfe  bubble  originates  from  an  imag- 
inary property,  created  from  a  paper  fyftem  {\ht principal  of  which 
is  never  contemplated  to  be  paid),  yet  the  taxes  for  the  difcharge 
of  the  intereft  are  ponderous  grievances,  which  fall  annually  with 
an  increafmg  prefTure  upon  the  moft  induftrious  part  of  the  peo* 
pie.  The  farmer,  merchant,  tradefman,  manufadturer,  and  la- 
bourer are  all  fubject  to  the  heavieft  impofitions  to  maintain  in 
idlehefs  a  fet  of  flock  jobbers,  who  (in  league  with  the  miniftry) 
are  contriving  to  increafe  the  public  debt  by  a  fham  appearance  of 
voluntary  loans.  The  pretended  national  rcfources  in  reality  are 
nothing  more  than  a  body  of  ufurious  Jews  and  fwindling  flock- 
jobbers  dcpofiting  in  the  treafury  their  old  notes,  and  taking  a  new 
emifllon,  with  additional  douceurs,  in  confideration  for  their  difnter- 
ejltd  pvit  riotifm.  The  riches  of  the  Britifh  nation  are  entirely  ideal, 
and  the  whole  art  of  public  credit  confifts  in  tlie  ingenuity  of  the 
juggle  in  fhifting  the  denomination  of  paper.  The  tricks  on 
Tower-Hill,  and  thofe  at  the  office  of  the  exchequer,  are  nearly 
parallel  ;  as  the  man  who  fwallows  pins,  ribbons,  and  fire-brands, 
to  amufe  the  rabble  and  pick  tlieir  pockets,  accomplifhes  his  won- 
derful projefls  equally  as  fatisfaiflory  to  die  gaping  croud,  as  the 
Premier  in  creating  new  debts  to  pay  old  ones,  or  raijtng  the  na- 
tional credit  by  \ktjmhing  fund. 
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Aware  of  this  deftradive  and  deceptive  fyftem,  which  involves 
a  community  in  general  diftrefs,  our  deceafcd  Washingtoh  im> 
prcfles  on  the  public  mind  the  neceflity  of  economy,  "  not  throwing 
on  poflerity  a  burthen  which  we  ourfelves  ought  to  bear."  The 
debt  of  the  United  States,  during  our  revolutionary  war,  unavoid- 
ably threw  upon  us  a  weight  which  requires  a  large  proportion  of 
our  refources  honorably  to  difcharge.  Even  this  burthen  ought  to 
be  fo  far  lefTened,  as  not  to  bear  too  hard  upon  pofterity.  But  the 
jmmenfe  debts  fince  contra<5ted  have  become  a  ponderous  load, 
which  may  hereafter  involve  future  generations  in  perplexity  and 
trouble.  The  fyftem,  adoptedr  by  the  United  States,  has  intro- 
duced a  kind  of  financering  policy  im  a  great  degree  fimilar  to  that 
pradifed  in  England*  It  was  fo  managed,  that  the  moft  undeferv- 
ing  citizens  acquired  the  principal  part  of  the  property  which 
originally  belonged  to  the  American  veteran  army.  The  intri- 
cacy of  the  fyftem  gave  the  whole  advantage  to  a  combined  elaa 
of  harpies,  and  while  the  decrepid  foldier  was  feebly  halting  from 
door  to  door,  and  exchanging  his  hard-earned  notes  for  the  crumbs 
which  fell  from  the  rich  man's  table,  a  fet  of  fharpers  fprang  into 
exiftence,  and  by  ftratagem  and  deception  at  length  refufcitated 
the  expiring  property  from  2/6  to  2of.  Though  at  the  prefent 
period  it  may  be  proper  to  throw  a  veil  over  this  part  of  our  con- 
duft>  yet  the  immenfe  debt  fmce  contrafted,  and  the  excefllve  ex- 
penfes  and  official  commiflions  attached  to  particular  departments, 
come  within  the  advice  recommended  by  General  Walhingtbn, 
"  not  to  throw  a  burtlien  on  pofterity." 

The  amount  of  debt  now  exifting,  and  for  which  funds  muft  be 
eftabliftied  to  difcharge  the  intereft,  ought  to  be  accurately  laid 
before  the  public,  in  order  that  every  citizen  may  know  the  real 
ftate  of  expenditures,  and  the  refources  from  whence  they  are  to 
be  cancelled.  This  is  an  important  fubjcft  for  confideration.  By 
this  ftatement,  we  can  judge  of  o«r  ability  to  fupport  a  nav}-,  and 
army.  ^It  may  be  flattering  to  our  pride  to  talk  of  t\venty  or  thir- 
ty Ihips  of  the  line,  and  to  contemplate  a  ftanding  army  ;  but,  we 
Ihould  firft  (it  down  and  covst  the  cost,  before  we  profecute 
the  meafure.  It  may  be  pleafmg  to  a  number  of  famihes  to  have 
their  children  provided  for  in  the  army  and  navy.  It  may  gratify 
the  vanity  of  thofe,  who,  from  indolence,  are  unwilling  to  labour  in 
their  occupation,   to  be  clothed  and  fed  by  the.  public  bounty. 
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Such  perfons  may  feel  elated,  when  enjoying  the  luxuries  of  life  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  community  ;  but  the  queflion  naturally  returns^ 
Are  we  not,  by  profecuting  this  fyftem,  counteracting  the  advice 
of  Wafhington,  "  by  throwing  upon  poflerity  the  burthen  which 
we  ourfelves  ought  to  bear"  ?  Would  it  be  fatisfadory  to  poflerity, 
when  they  find  the  weight  of  taxes  increafmg,  to  be  told  that  we 
had  raifed,  during  a  time  of  peace  and  when  the  militia  were  in 
the  mod  refpeiftable  fituation,  a  Handing  body  of  troops  ?  Or 
would,  it  be  any  apology  if  we  fhould  relate  to  them  how  many 
ii\dividuals,  who  had  become  deftitute  of  otlier  means  of  fupport, 
were  clothed  in  fine  linen  and  fared  fumptuoufly  every  day  ? 
Thefe  narrations  may  noiv  be  agreeable  and  pleafant  to  thofe  who 
enjoy  the  bleffings  of  fuch  eftablifliments  ;  but  a  heavy  tax-bill, 
to  pay  the  reckoning,  would  be  viewed  with  an  ill  grace,  and 
probably  lead  poflerity  to  cenfure  rather  than  applaud  their  prede- 
cefFors.  Poflerity  will  be  able  to  judge  of  men  and  meafures 
through  an  accurate  medium.  Charaftexs  will  be  dignified,  not 
with  the  falfe  giofs  of  flattery,  but  upon  the  fubflantial  ground  of 
merit.  How  far  the  anions  of  men  have  been  meritorious  will  at 
thofe  periods  fully  appear,  and  the  voice  of  fyeophancy  and  venal 
adoration  will  be  filenced  by  deliberate  refiedtion  and  mature  rea- 
fon.  Time  is  the  ordeal  through  which  all  characters  pafs  : 
though  flow  it  is  fure  ;  and  the  m.an,  who  places  his  fame  within 
the  page  of  hiflory,  mufl  Hand  only  as  a  candidatct  till  every  parfc 
of  his  condudl  has  revolved  round  its  axis.- 

The  fublime  fentiments  of  Wafhington,  in  his  farewel  addrefsj 
by  recommending  "  union"  and  "  economy"  and  reprobating 
*'  military  ejlahl'ijhments"  are  evidences  of  paternal  affedlion, 
which  h/ghly  recommend  him  to  the  love  and  veneration  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  His  Legacy,  under  thefe  refpedive  heads,  con- 
tains fuch  an  ample  field  for  the  exercife  of  every  patriotic  virtue, 
that,  while  we  reverence  h'ts  chara6ler,  we  cannot  but  anathematize 
a  fadllon  who  are  endeavouring  to  dtfumte  the  States — are  in  favour 
of  a  STANDING  ARMY — and,  by  their  extravagance  in  all  public 
expenditures,  are  defirous  "  to  throw  a  burthen  on  pofier'tty"  fimi- 
lar  to  the  deflrudlive  fyflem  of  taxation  which  hangs  like  a  mill- 
ftone  round  the  necks  of  tlie  unhappy  Irifh,  and  the  induftrious 
part  of  the  Britifh  nation.  May  God  Almighty  imprefs  on  the 
minds  of  "  tlie  people"c  lefe  important  truths  ! 
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-S  Wafliingtonisnow  ccHifigned  to  the  folcmn  manfions  of  the 
dead,  with  all  thofe  honours  which  his  pre-eminent  virtues  de- 
manded, and  the  public  mind  is  reftored  to  its  primitive  calmnefs 
and  compofure ;  even  under  this  heavy  difpenfation  of  Providence, 
a  few  refleiftions  on  the  Eulogies  which  have  been  pronounced  on 
his  charafter,  it  is  prefumed,  will  not  be  confidered  as  unworthy 
notice.  * 

The  firft  which  claims  our  attention  is  delivered  by  Mr.  Ames. 
This  gentleman  was  appointed  by  the  LegiJIaturc  of  Majfachujdts^ 
**  to  commemorate  the  fublime  virtues  of  that  eminent  defender, 
guardian,  and  father  of  his  country,  that  bencfaifior  of  mankind. 
General  George  Wafhington."  Before  fo  refpe<5lable  an  audi- 
ence, on  fo  fublime  and  exienfive  a  fubje<fl,  and  before  a  govern- 
ment which  had  fofenfibly  felt  (during  our  revolutionary  war)  the 
falutary  influence  of  his  military  prowefs,  we  could  not  have  expeft- 
ed  that  the  Orator  would  have  attempted  to  weaken  the  reputation 
of  the  Hero  of  Mount  Vernon  in  the  charafter  of  a  foldier,  by 
faying,  tliat  "  great  Generals  have  arlfen  in  all  ages  of  the  world, 
and  perhaps  mojl  in  thofe  of  defpottfm  and  darknefs — In  times  of 
violence  and  convuljiony  they  rife,  by  the  force  of  the  whirlwind,  high 
enough  to  ride  in  it,  and  dired  the  ftorm — Like  meteors,  they 
glare  in  the  black  clouds  with  fplendor,  that,  while  it  dazzles  and 
terrifies^  makes  nothing  vifible,  but  the  darknefs."  How  far  the 
Orator  means  to  apply  thefe  fcntiments  to  General  Wafhington, 
when  at  the  head  of  the  American  army,  he  has  not  chofen  par^ 
ticularly  to  mention. 

The  following  quotations,  however,  will  (hew  how  far  Mr. 
Ames  meant  to  eulogize  the  charader  of  Wafliington,  as  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  American  army.  After  fpeaking  of  the 
French  revolution,  he  fays,  "  But  it  is  only  the  influence  of  that  event 
on  America,  and  on  the  meafures  of  the  Preftdent,  that  belongs  to  my 
fubjed" — and  while  he  fpeaks  with  the  utmoft  indifference  on  the 
chara(5ler  of  a  ^* great  General"  he  immediately  extols  him  "  as  a 
Chief  Magijrate,  who  appears  llbe  the  pole  ftar  in  a  clear  iky,  t« 
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direft  the  fkilful  ftatefman-~.^/x  Prefidency  will  form  an  epoch,  and 
be  diftinguiihed  as  the  Age  of  IVaJhlngton.'*  Mr.  Ames  from  thefe 
obfervations,  endeavours  to  lower  the  military  charafter  of  Waih- 
ington,  and  attempts  to  exhibit  the  brilliancy  of  his  reputation  in 
his  civil  capacity.  But  where  is  the  American,  who  has  the  feelings 
of  '75,  that  would  wifh  to  eclipfe  his  glory  and  honour,  during 
the  trying  period  of  our  revolution  ? 

If  this  was  not  his  intention,  why  does  he  introduce  the  dif- 
gufting  idea,  that,  "  in  times  of  violent  convuljion:,  and  in  ages 
of  defpotifm  and  darknefs,  great  Generals  rife  by  the  force  of  the 
Tvhirlwind,  high  enough  to  ride  in  it,  and  diredl  the  ftorm"  ?  Is 
this  obfervation  any  way  analogous  to  Wafhington  ?  Was  it  an 
age  of  "  defpotifm  and  darknefs"  when  the  Americans  were  con- 
tending againft  Great-Britain  for  their  rights  and  liberties  ?  Did 
Wafhington  ride  in  the  ftorm  of  "  violence  ^nd  convulfwn"\  or  like  a 
**  meteor  glare  on  the  black  clouds  with  a  fplendour,  that  while 
he  dazzled  and  terrified,  made  nothing  vifible  but  darknefs  ?  If  he 
did  not,  why  does  Mr.  Ames,  in  an  Eulogy  commemorating  his 
fublime  virtues  as  a  "  General"  throw  this  dark  piflure  into  view, 
and  exclaim  with  a  peculiar  rl^pfody,  "  that  however  the  military 
fame  of  Wafhington  may  excite  the  wonder  of  mankind,  it  is  chiefly 
by  his  civil  magiflracy  that  his  example  ivill  inflruB  them  P"  Are  then 
the  fublime  virtues  of  Wafhington,  as  difplayed  during  the  diftreff- 
ing  periods  of  our  revolution,  to  be  fo  far  undervalued,  as  only 
to  excite  tJie  "  'wonder  of  mankind ;"  while  his  civil  magiflracy  "  is 
held  up  as  the  only  example  to  inJruS  them  ?"  In  his  military  char- 
adter,  was  he  only  to  be  "  viewed  as  a  dazzling,  terrifying  meter 
or;"  while  his  civil  conduS  was  the  medium  through  which  "  his 
example  was  to  inflrua  them  ?"  Was  not  his  "  example  inftruding," 
when  he  led  the  American  army  through  the  various  difficulties 
and  perplexities  with  which  they  were  furrounded  ?  Were  not 
bis  firmnefs,  intrepidity  and  patriotifm  worthy  of  imitation,  while 
contending  for  the  liberties  of  his  fellow-citizens  ?  and  was  not  his 
perfeverance,  amid  the  innumerable  diftrefles  he  had  to  encounter, 
--an  example  to  inflrua  us,  againfl  the  wiles  and  ftratagems  of  Britain  ? 
In  this  exalted  ftation  as  Commander  in  chief  of  the  ylmerican  army,  it\ 
oppofition  to  Britain,  the  illoftrious  Wafhington  appears  pre-eminent 
~— while  under  the  diredion  of  a  patriotic  baud  of  worthies,  affem- 
b!ed  in  Congrefs,  (when  an  Hancock  prefided,  and  a  Samuel  Adams 
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Was  a  member)  he  fhone  confpicuous  as  the  "  defender  of  his 
country."  In  this  charader,  Wafhington  will  ever  receive  the 
applaufe  of  the  virtuous  citizens,  and  they  will  reverence  his  name 
while  the  horrors  of  Brit'Jh  tyranny  are  imprefled  on  the  minds  of 
Americans,  The  tear  of  moft  grateful  affedion  will  be  fhed  on- 
the  remembrance  of  his  virtues  at  the  times  "  which  tried  men's 
fouls."  The  republican  Americam  recoUeci:  him  in  the  field  of  bat* 
tie,  furrounded  with  the  myrmidons  of  Britain,  They  view  him, 
with  his  heroic  (though  injured)  army,  befet  on  all  fides  with  Brit* 
ons,  Htjftansy  and  Tories.  They  now  recount  his  deeds  of  valour, 
and  inflruft  their  liftcning  children  in  thofe  "  examples"  which  he 
fet  them  to  oppofe  the  defpotifm  and  artful  defigns  of  their  former 
foes.  Thefe  are  the  ftrong  traits  whicli  they  will  ever  confider 
within  their  plan  to  dilate  on  his  charader. 

Though  it  may  be  for  the  intereft  of  fome,  to  obliterate  from 
the  American  page  the  military  fame  of  Wafliington,  yet  every  tiue 
American  will  confider  him  during  our  revolution,  "  like  the  pole 
ftar  in  the  clear  flcy  to  direft  the  fkilful  fi:atefman"  :  Like  a  fua 
tliat  difpelled  the  black  clouds  of  Britifh  Tyranny^  and  with  its 
luftre  terrified  every  lurking  knave,  who  was  planning  in  daik- 
nefs  to  deftroy  his  country. 

As  a  proof  of  the  propriety  of  my  obfervatlons,  the  orator  even 
in  his  relation  of  the  American  war,  paffes  over  it  with  this  flight 
remark  : — That  "  neither  the  objedy  or  limits  of  his  plan,  would 
permit  him  to  dilate  on  the  military  events  of  the  revolutionary 
war."  The  objea  of  Mr.  Ames  was  not  (by  his  own  confcffion) 
to  diftinguifh  General  Wafhington  in  the  glorious  achievements  of 
our  revolution.  The  brilliancy  of  his  charadler,  in  this  fituation, 
was  not  within  the  "  plan"  of  his  eulogy.  The  fublime  virtues  of 
Wafliington,  which  rivet  him  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
during  our  contcft  with  Britain,  are  fo  feebly  imprefled  on  the 
mind  of  Mr.  Ames,  that  he  feems  to  apologise  for  mentioning  tliem, 
as  being  detached  from  the  great  "  object"  he  had  in  commem- 
orating his  reputation.  Is  it  poffible,  that  fuch  a  pointed  far-- 
cafm  could  be  delivered  before  the  legiflature  of  Maflachufetts  ? 
The  patriots,  who,  at  thofe  times,  were  in  our  State  legi^ature,  know 
too  well  tlie  diftrefled  ftate  of  our  countiy.  They  remember  with 
bleeding  hearts,  when  they  and  Wafhington  were  mutually  engaged 
in  the  violent  conflid  for  America  and  liberty  !    could  it  then  be 
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foppofed,  that  within  fo  few  years,  the  virtues  of  this  great  General 
m  his  moft  diftreffed  fituation,  would  not  be  "  within  the  objeB  of 
a  plan"  contemplated  by  an  orator  /:hofen  to  eulogize  hjs  diftin- 
guifhed  talents  ? 

What  was  the  political  charadter  of  Mr.  Ames  during  our 
revolution,  is  not  now  a  fubjecft  of  inveftigation  ;  but  this  is  cer- 
tain, that  every  friend  to  England,  would  not  confider  it  "  an 
ohjeil  within  their  plan''  to  exhibit  the  full  luftre  of  Wafhington 
while  at  war  with  Britain.  They  would  tread  lightly  over  this 
ground,  and  though  common  modefty  might  lead  them  to  fpeak 
of  the  revolution,  yet  they  would  traverfe  the  path  with  as  much 
velocity,  as  the  duke  of  York  while  retrograding  from  his  purfuers. 

Thefe  obfervations  are  not  intended  to  be  uncandidly  fevere  ; 
but  the  defign  of  this  eulogy  is  too  ftrongly  marked  not  to  excite 
a  jealoufy,  that  the  charader  of  Wafhington,  in  his  revolutionary 
capacity,  was  but  a  fecondary  "  obje<5i:"  with  the  orator.  Inftead 
of  dilating  on  this  fubjed,  he  turns  his  oration  into  a  philippic 
againft  the  French  revolution,  and  almoft  lofes  the  hero  of  his 
panegyric,  in  his  anethemas  againft  that  nation.  A  ftranger 
would  fuppofe,  that  he  was  appointed  to  calumniate  the  French, 
inftead  of  eulogizing  Wafhington  ;  for  he  declares,  "  his  thoughts 
teem  with  a  deep  abhorrence  of  that  revolution."  What  connec- 
tion had  this  fubjeft  with  the  character  of  Wafhington  ?  Or  rather, 
how  could  a  man  prefume  to  celebrate  the  virtues  of  Wafhington, 
who  approved,  by  his  letters  to  that  government,  of  the  "  rife  and 
progrefs"  of  their  revolution- — who  ftiled  them  "  a  nuonderful peopky* 
*'  a  magnanimous  nation"  ;  while  he  himfelf  openly  profefles  the 
utmoft  abhorrence  of  tlieir  whole  conduct  ?  If  General  Wafhing- 
ton *was  right,  Mr.  Ames  is  wrong :  for  the  former  declared,  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  his  approbation  of  the  revolution,  and 
requefted  to  draw  clofer  the  bands  of  friendftiip  ;  while  the  latter, 
abhors  with  the  utmoft  deteftation  every  principle  of  it,  and  fur- 
ther fays,  that  **  it  was  hoftile  to  all  peace,  or  order  in  fociety." 

This  however  is  a  fad,  that  general  Wafhington,  in  his  letter 
to  that  government  by  Mr.  Monroe,  has  eulogized  the  French 
revolution  in  its  rife  and  progrefs,  beyond  any  man  that  ever 
wrote  or  fpoke  on  the  fubjeft.  Judge  then,  fellow-citizens,  be-  . 
tween  the  opinion  of  General  GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  late 
Prelident  of  the  United  States  (the  fplendour  of  whofe  name  en> 
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lightens  the  world) — and,  Fiflier  Ames,  Efq.  a  praaitioner  of 
law. 

The  foregoing  remarks  are  only  as  they  refped  principle,  but 
the  following  quotation  is  a  fpecimen  of  his  compofition  : — 

"  /  do  not  know  that  /  ought,  but  /  am  fure,  that  /  do,  pre- 
fer thofe  republics  to  the  dozing  flavery  of  the  modern  GreeC«,"  Sec. 
Here  is  a  difplay  of  egotifmj  which  a  modeft  author  ought  to  blufh 
at.  But  an  impropriety  of  compofit'.on  is  more  excufeablc  than 
an  impropriety  of  principle  ;  it  is  not,  therefore,  of  any  import- 
ance to  try  him  in  the  crucible  of  criticifm.^ 
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Washington  l  thou  illuftrious  fhade  <  pardon  the  attempt 
to  arreft  thy  "  military  fame"  from  the  afperfions  of  thofe,  who  pre- 
iumptuoufly  rank  themfelves  among  thy  exclufive  friends.  The 
republican  citizens  retrace,  with  enthufiaftic  afFeftion,  thofe  periods 
when  thou  and  thy  patriotic  companions  were  encountering  the 
hoftile  inroads  of  a  hoft  of  Britons,  and  their  fanguinary  coadju- 
tors— when  every  man's  face  turned  pale,  and  every  man's  hand 
was  on  his  thigh— when  the  flames  of  our  conflagrated  cities  were 
afcending  to  Heaven,  and  "  garments  roll'd  in  blood'*  Were  dif- 
playcd  as  the  trophies  of  a  defolating  foldiery — when  frantic 
mothers  were  bewailing  the  maflacre  of  their  children,  and  weep- 
ing daughters  were  aflembled  to  mourn  over  the  mangled  corfes 
of  their  expiring  parents — when  the  citizens  of  Bofton,  Charlef» 
town,  &c.  were  drove  from  their  habitations,  and  fought  refuge 
from  the  perfecution  of  a  mercenary  banditti — when  the  inhab- 
itants of  America  were  fuffering  under  the  fevere  tortures  of  Brif- 
ijh  inhumanity,  and  their  guard-fliips  were  appropriated  as  the 
flaughter-houfe  from  whofe  "  bourne  no  prifoner  returned."  At 
tliis  important  crifis,  how  did  we  hail  you  as  the  "  defender  of  our 
country"  !  At  thy  name  every  heart  leaped  for  joy,  amid  the 
mofl  trying  fcenes  of  our  revolution.  With  the  highefl  tranfport, 
the  real  fons  of  America  now  enumerate  the  fublime  virtues  which 
accompliflied  the  arduous  work  of  American  independence. 
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T  But,  illulirious  fliade  !  how  would  you  have  ftood  appalled,  if, 
in  thofe  intereftlng  periods,  feme  prophetic  voice  had  arrefted  you 
in  the  following  accents  : — Walhington  !  thy  "  military  fame  mat 
excite  the  wotider  of  mankind,  but  it  is  chiefly  by  thy  cifvil  magifirac\ 
that  thine  example  luill  irJlruEl  thetn" — *'  Great  generals  have 
arifen  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  and  perhaps  mcfl  in  thofe  of  defpotif}' 
and  darkneft"-^^^  In  times  of  ccnvulfion  and  vbleace  they  rife,  by  the 
force  of  the  whirlwind,  Ijigh  enough  to  ride  in  it,  and  dired:  the  ftorrrj 
—Like  METEORS,  they  glare  on  the  black  clouds  with  fplendour, 
that,  while  it  dazzles  and  terrifies,  makes  notliing  vifible  but  dark" 
itefs — The  fame  of  heroes  is  indeed  growing  vulgar  :  they  mul- 
tiply in  every  large  war  :  they  fland  in  hiftory,  and  thicken  in 
their  ranks,  almoft  as  undiftitiguifhed  as  their  own  foldiers." 

On  hearing  fuch  language,  even  if  it  had  been  fpoken  by  the 
Guardian  Angel  of  America,  would  you  not  have  exclaimed  : — ■ 
Gracious  God  !  is  it  poffible  that  my  "  military  fame^'  ftiould  be 
thus  degraded  ?  After  all  the  toils,  dangers,  and  hardfliips  which 
I  have  encountered,  to  ellablifli  the  peace,  liberty,  and  indepen- 
dence of  my  country — after  quitting  my  happy  domeftic  retreat  on 
the  fummit  of  Mount  Vernon — after  all  the  wearifome  nights 
which  I  experienced,  during  the  long  revolutionary  conflifl:, — arc 
all  thefe  facrifices  to  be  eftimated  at  fo  low  a  rate  as  only  to  "  ex- 
cite the  wonder  of  mankind  r"  Are  the  American  army,  and  the 
hoft  of  "  great  Generals"  now  contending  with  me  in  the  caiife  of 
their  country,  to  be  confidered  "  like  meteors,  which  glare  on  the 
black  clouds  with  fplendour,  and  make  notliing  vifible  but  dark* 
nefs  ?"  Can  it  be  pojftble  that  the  "  fame  of  thefe  heroes  will  grow 
iMtlgar^^  ;  or  "  ftand  in  hiftory  almoft  as  widJJiingut/hed  as  their  fol 
diers  ?" — Tliis  would  have  been  the  foliloquy  of  Waftiington,  had 
he  been  called  to  contemplate  a  fubjcft  in  which  he  and  his  armv 
had  been  thus  implicated. 

It  is  probable,  that  Mr.  Ames  may  think  that  this  is  too  high- 
Wrought  a  defcriptjon  of  his  oration.  But,  in  confidering  this  fub- 
jeft,  I  do  not  mean  to  take  a  latitude  beyond  what  a  fair  conftruc- 
tion  of  "  /jis  plan  and  deftgn^'  will  admit.  I  do  not  however,  in 
thfife  obfervations,  mean  to  draw  "  a  pi<5ture,  flat  as  tlie  canvas"  > 
or  ereft  "  a  ftaiiie,  cold  as  the  marble  on  which  it  is  reprefented"  ; 
neither  "  cold,  alas,"  as  his  eulogy  is  expreffive  of  the  magnanimity 
and  virtues  of  Wafliington.     But  as  Mr.  Ames's  oration  is  extol- 
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led  by  fome,  who  were  inimical  to  our  revolutioriy  as  the  mofl  exalted 
panegyric  that  has  been  delivered  on  the  hero  of  Mount  Vernon, 
it  is  proper  to  try  the  performance  by  that  touchftone  which  aflFec- 
ted  the  minds  of  the  American  citizens,  "  at  the  times  wliich  tried 
men's  fouls." 

It  mull  be  acknowledged  as  a  toneeded  principle,  that  when  t 
man  is  eulogizing  a  hero,  without  fignalizing  one  f  ngle  achieve- 
ment performed  by  him,  but  on  the  contrary  brings  into  view 
fuch  refledlions  as  derogate  from  the  mofl  prominent  flation  which 
the  perfon  fuflained,  inflead  of  exalting,  he  lowers  the  reputation 
he  pretends  to  commemorate.  The  chara<5er  of  Wafhington 
as  a  General,  mull  be  allowed  to  fland  pre-eminently  confpicuous ; 
it  therefore  mufl  be  the  highefl  abfurdity  in  Mr.  Ames,  as  an  eulo- 
gifl,  to  throw  a  veil  over  this  part  of  his  condu(5l,  by  comparing 
*'  great  generals  to  a  meteor,"  or  that  they  make  "  nothing  vifible 
but  the  darknefs."  But  the  abfurdity  is  ten-fold  increafed  when  he 
declares,  that  fuch  *•  perhaps  have  arifen  mofl  in  times  of  defpotifm." 
It  behoves  him  then  to  point  out  a.  greater  general  than  Wafhington. 
If  he  does  not,  we  mud  conclude,  that  he  means  to  infinuate  that 
the  American  revolution  was  an  age  of  defpotifm,  and  that  the 
great  generals  engaged  in  it  made  nothing  vifible  but  their 
darknefs. 

However,  not  to  dwell  longer  on  this  part  of  his  oration,  we 
will  examine  how  far  his  eulogy  goes  towards  exalting  tlie  char- 
after  of  Wafliington,  on  that  point  in  which  he  is  explicit.  Mr. 
Ames  recommends  chiefly  his  civil  magijlracy,  and  particularly  re- 
fers to  the  French  revolution.  It  may  be  thought  a  redundancy,  to 
mention  again  this  part  of  his  oration,  but  it  is  fo  material  to  fhew 
the  impropriety  of  his  pretended  eulogy,  that  I  cannot  but  contraft 
a  little  further  his  fentiments  on  the  French  republic,  with  thofe  of 
Wafhington — more  cfpecially  as  he  recommends  his  example  on 
that  event,  as  worthy  of  imitation.  The  following  ijiblime  fenti- 
ments were  penned  by  Wafhington,  and  under  his  own  fignaturc 
were  fent  to  the  National  Convention,  in  the  year  1 796.  So  recent 
a  difplay  of  fraternity  mull  confound  Mr.  Ames,  if  he  means  to 
hold  to  his  prefent  declaration,  "  that  the  French  revolution  has 
been,  from  thejirjl,  hoftile  to  all  right  and  jullicc,  to  all  peace  anJ 
order  in  fociety,  and  that  its  very  exiflencc  has  been  a  (late  of  war- 
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fare  againft  the  civilised  world,  and  moft  of  all  againft //-^^  and 
orderly  repuhlicsJ'  This  is  the  modefl  opinion  of  Mr.  Ames  on  the 
French  revolution.  Let  Us  now  fee  what  were  the  fentiments  of 
Wafliington  on  this  nation  thus  reprobated  by  our  orator.  His 
letter  to  the  prefidcnt  of  the  Naiional  Convention  is  fraught  with 
Ae  "following  affectionate  declarations  : — 

*'  Born,  fir,  in  a  land  of  liberty  ;  having  early  learned  its  value  \ 
having  engaged  in  a  perilous  confliB  to  defend  it  ;  having,  in  a 
word,  devoted  the  beft  years  of  my  life  to  fecure  it  a  permanent 
iJlabJi/hment  in  my  owrt  country  :  my  anxious  recolle<5tions,  my  fyni' 
pathetic  feelings,  and'  my  bejl  tvijljes,  are  irreft/libly  excited,  whenfo- 
ever,  in  any  country,  I  fee  an  opprejfed  nation  unfurl  the  banners  of 
freedom.  But  above  all,  thfe  events  of  the  French  revolution  have 
produced  the  deepeft-  folicitude,  as  well  as  the  highejl  admiration. 
To  call  your  nation  hrave^  were  to  pronounce  but  common 
praife — Wonderful  People  !  ages  to  come  will  read  with  allon- 
ifhment  the  hiftory  of  your  brilliant  exploits. 

_"  In  delivering  to  you  thefe  fentiments,  I  exprefs  not  only  my 
tmm  feelings,  but  those  of  my  fellow-citizens,  in  relation  to 
the  commencement,  the  progrefs,  and  the  iffue  of  the  French  revolution* 
And  they  will  cordially  join  with  me  in  pureft  wifhes  to  the  Su- 
JREME  Being,  that  the  citizens  of  our  sister  republic,  our 
MAGNANiMoi;s  ALLIES,  may  foon  enjoy,  in  peace,  that  Liberty 
which  they  have  purchafed  at  fo  great  a  price,  and  all  the  happi- 
nefs  which  liberty  can  beftow. 

"  I  receive,  fir,  with  lively  fenfibility  the  f)Tiibol  of  the  triumphs 
and  of  the  enfranchifement  of  your  nation,  the  colours  of 
France,  which  you  have  now  prefented  to  the  United  States. 
The  tranfadtion  will  be  announced  to  Congrefs  ;  and  the  colours 
will  be  depofited  with  thofe  archives  of  the  United  States,  which 
are  at  once  the  evidences,  and  the  memorial  of  their  freedom  and 
independence — may  they  he  perpetual  I  and  may  the  friendfhip  of 
the  two  Republics  be  commenfurate  with  their  exijlence  /" 

Such  are  the  ftrains  in  which  Wafliington  addreffes  the  French 
Convention.  Here,  then,  the  contraft  is  ftriking  :  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Ames  teems  with  abhorrence,  the  foul  of  Wafliington  expands 
with  cordiality.  "  Horror  gathers  like  a  frofl"  round  the  heart 
of  the  former,  whilft  friendfliip  drops  like  dew  from  the  lips  of  the 
fetter.     Mr.  Ames  fpurns  them  from  his  embraces  as  a  crocodile^ 
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but  Wafliington  cnfi.lds  them  in  his  arms  as  ajijlcr  rtpMtc.     One 
would  tear  afundcr  the  flag  of  the  Republic,  while  the  other  care- 
fully depofits  it  withiu  our  choiccft  archives.     Judge  then,  f  "-— - 
citizens,  whether  Mr.  Ames  is  not  an  apellate  from  the  n. 
means  to  culogixe. 

A  continuance  of  obferv^rions,  on  Mr.  Ames's  oration,  may 
become  tedious  to  my  fellow-citizens  ;  but  as  he  has,  by  fome 
ftrange  fataUty,  become  the  champion  of  what  are  falfely  called 
federal  mcafures,  the  importance  annexed  to  his  fentiments  are  ne 
otlierwife  worthy  attention  than  to  ftrip  from  him  a  mafk  under 
which  many  have  deceived  tlae  public.  His  oration  might  fumifli 
materials  for  a  voluhie,  rather  than  a  newfpaper  ;  but,  in  my  next, 
I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  that  apparent  difaffeftion,  which  he  fhews 
towards  the  condu(5l  of  Prefidcnt  Adaras.in  his  late  miffion  to  France. 

The  many  tropes,  and  figures,  of  "  light-houfes,"  "  meteors," 
'*  ftars,"  "  black  clouds,"  "  giants,"  «  whales,"  «  caverns,"  ♦'  fcorr 
pions,"  "  fire,"  "  froft,"  «  volcanoes,"  "  whirlwinds,"  "  pole  ftars," 
"  milky  way,"  &c.  &c.  are  highly  expreflive  of  the  immeniity  of 
his  **  teeming  mind."  He  hatches  metaphors  like  young  chick* 
ens,  and  interfperfes  them  into  his  performance  with  as  much  fa? 
cility  as  a  hai  gatliereth  her  brood  under  her  wings. 
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jyjLR.  Ames  in  his  anfwer  to  the  Legiflatuie  candidly  confefTes, 
**  in  fubmitting  his  performance  to  publication,  he  expofes  itf 
imperfe£lions."  If  he  was  thus  confcious  to  himfelf,  that  his  oration 
would  not  bear  the  eye  of  criticifm,  it  is  remarkable  that  his  diffi- 
dence had  not  excited  a  little  more  modcfty,  and  dilated  a  lan- 
guage more  congenial  to  the  humiliation  of  his  own  feelings. 

When  an  orator  acknowledges  "  his  extreme  want  of  leifure, 
during  the  preparation"  of  his  performance,  it  is  reafonable  to 
exped  that  a  ftrain  of  caution  and  moderation  would  prevail  in 
every  paragraph  ;  more  efpecially,  when  fpeaking  before  a  dclib* 
erative  body,  confifting  of  the  Executive  and  Legillative  of  the 
Cou^nioQwealth  of  MaiTachufctts.    In  the  prefence  of  fo  auguft  a» 
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aflembly,  fentiments,  and  even  words  fliould  be  weighed  with  the 
niceft  accuracy,  and  particulariy  on  a  fubjeft  in  which  the  fublime 
virtues  of  a  Wafhington  are  the  fubjeds  for  contemplation.  It  is 
but  a  poor  excufe  for  a  man  to  plead  the  "  want  of  leifure,"  when 
he  is  honoured  by  the  Legiflature  of  a  government  to  eulogize  a 
charaiEter,  **  which  is  hung  up  in  hiftory  as  confpicuoufly  as  if  it 
fparkled  in  one  of  the  conftellations  of  the  fky." 

However,  not  to  prefs  Mr.  Ames  too  clofe  on  his  apology,  it 
feems  that  he  did  not  feel  quite  fo  diffident  as  his  anfwer  to  the 
Legiflature  implies.  If  he  was  apprehenfive  of  "  its  imperfe8lons,^* 
why  did  he  wifh,  "  not  to  be  confidered  merely  in  die  midft  of  the 
citizens  of  this  town,  or  even  of  the  ftate"  ?  "  In  idea,  he  gath- 
ered round  him  the  nations."  "  In  the  vaft  and  venerable  con- 
gregation of  the  patriots  of  all  countries,  and  of  all  enlightened 
men."  He  further  fays  :  "  I  would,  if  1  could,  raife  my  voice, 
and  fpeak  to  mankind  in  a  ftrain  worthy  of  my  audience,  and  ele- 
vated as  my  fubjeft."  If  Mr.  Ames  was  confcious  of  "  the  im- 
perfeftions"  of  his  oration,  why  was  he  defirous  to  gather  round 
him  fuch  an  immenfe  concourfe  ?  It  is  rather  fmgular,  that  he 
fliould  wifh  to  expofe  his  "  ImperfeSlons^^  to  all  the  world  ;  to 
the  whole  congregation  of  patriots  of  all  nations,  and  to  all  man- 
kind :  and  this  he  was  willing  to  do,  "  in  a  ftrain  worthy  of  hig 
audience,  and  elevated  as  his  fubjeft."  As  a  friend  to  Mr.  Ames, 
J  cannot  think  he  would  be  defirous  to  proclaim  his  "  imperfe8ions" 
fo  univerfally ;  but  would  rather  fuppofe,  that  his  apology  to  the 
Legiflature  arofe  from  a  conviction  of  the  indecency  of  his  re- 
marks after  the  delivery,  than  from  any  previous  refledlions.  It  is 
probable,  that  fome  hint  had  been  given  him,  as  to  the  deficiency, 
both  in  the  compofition  and  fentiment  ;  and  his  own  ingenuity  had 
fuggefted  a  palliative,  in  the  hacknied  apology  of  "  want  of 
leifure." 

I  fliould  not  be  io  particular  in  obferving  fuch  minute  parts  of 
this  oration,  if  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Ames  had  not  have  been  held 
up  by  fome  as  the  Demojlhenes  of  America.  I  believe  the  Grecian 
orator  never  prefumed  to  addrefs  his  fellow-citizens  on  die  moft 
fublime  fubjefts,  and  then  attempt  to  fcreen  his  defeds  by  declar- 
ing his  "want  of  leifure."  Such  kind  of  fubterfuge  might  anfwer 
in  common  cafes,  and  among  idle  fchool  boys  ;  but  if  the  Atheni- 
an orajor  had  been  chojfen  by  the  Areopagus,  to  pronounce  an  eur 
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logy  on  the  moft  celebrated  charafter  of  that  age,  he  would  not 
have  fufFered  his  literary  fame '  to  be  tamifhed,  by  admitting  an 
**  imperfedion"  on  fo  important  a  fubjeft  ;  neither  -would  he  have 
fuggefted  an  idea,  that  "  want  of  leifure"  fhould  be  confidered  as 
an  excufe  for  tlie  numerous  defeats  in  his  performance.  Demoft- 
henes  would  not  have  {lumbered  over  the  tomb  of  Wafhington. 
His  mind  would  have  been  fo  deeply  imprefled  with  the  fublimity 
of  the  fubjedV,  that  even  during  his  controverfy  with  Efchines,  he 
would  have  found  leifure  to  commemorate  the  magnanimity  of  s 
liero  like  that  of  Mount  Vernon. 

But,  if  Mr.  Ames  had  not  k'lfure  to  celebrate  the  virtues  of 
Wafhington,  it  appears  he  had  full  time  to  reprobate  the  French 
revolution  : — "  His  mind  teemed  with  a  deep  abhorrence  of  it.'* 
Inftead  of  contemplating,  in  its  utmoft  magnitude,  the  hero  of  his 
eulogy,  his  mind  was  ablbrbed  in  deteftation  of  France.  It  is  a 
pity  he  had  not  informed  the  Legiflature  of  the  ftate  of  his  mind  ; 
and  declined  an  acceptance  of  fo  important  a  duty.  This  would 
have  been  much  more  refpedful  than  to  apologize  for  the  "  tmper- 
fcElions"  of  his  oration,  or  to  crave  an  indulgence  from  the  want  of 
leifure. 

I  (hall  now,  as  was  propofed  in  my  laft,  endeavour  to  fhew  the 
apparent  difaffedlion  Mr.  Ames  exprelfes  towards  the  late  appoint- 
ment of  Commiflioners  to  France.  His  violent  paroxifms  againft 
the  French  revolution,  and  againft  the  government  of  that  coun- 
try, are  ftrong  marks  of  an  indecent  cenfure  on  the  Prefident  of 
the  United  States.  To  fay  the  leaft,  it  was  an  indecent  refle<5^ion 
on  his  attempt  to  reftore  harmony  between  the  two  Republics. 
The  deluge  of  abufe  heaped  upon  them,  muft  have  a  tendency  to 
widen  the  breach  between  France  and  America,  more  efpecially 
as  this  oration  is  publilhed  under  the  fandion  of  the  Legillature  of 
Maflachufetts.  What  muft  be  the  opinion  of  the  French  govern- 
ment of  our  fmcerity,  when  they  find  fuch  a  toircnt  of  calumny 
thrown  upon  them,  even  at  the  time  we  are  making  overtures  for 
accommodation  ?  How  can  Mr.  Ames  juftify  his  conducfl,  in 
thus  ftigmatizing  with  every  epithet  of  odium,  a  nation  witli  whom 
the  Prefident  is  in  ferious  negociation  ?  While  the  Prefident  has 
declared  that  he  had  received  the  moft  fatisfaftory  affurances  of 
the  difpofition  of  the  French  government  to  receive  our  commit 
fMiners,  is  it  not  the  higheft  arrogance  in  Mr.  Ames,  to  reprobate 
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jfin  z  hnfty  perfcrmance)  the  revolution,  "  as  hoftile  to  all  right  and 
juftice,  to  all  peace  and  order,"  and  that  "  its  very  exiftence  ha$ 
iieen  a  ftate  of  warfare  againft  the  civilized  world"  ?  Does  he 
mean  to  infmuate,  that  the  Prefident  is  defirous  to  renew  a  connec- 
tion with  a  people  thus  dellitute  of  every  amiable  qualification, 
and  that  he  is  only  fporting  with  our  future  welfare  in  attempting 
ar  reconciliation  ?  Such  kind  of  language  befpeaks  a  difrefpedl  to 
the  meafures  of  the  Prefident,  which  is  not  becoming  a  man  who, 
by  fpecial  appointment,  was  pledging  the  fentiments  of  the  Exec,- 
utive  -and  Legiflative  of  one  of  the  largeft  ftates  in  the  Union, 
By  what  authority  did  he  prefume  to  bring  into  view  the  nation 
of  France,  when  the  vote  of  the  Seriate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentr 
atives  never  contemplated -fucli  a  fubjeifl  ?  It  was  the  mod  unpar- 
alleled effrontery  in  him,  to  take  this  opportunity  to  vent  his  in- 
vectives ;  and,  under  pretence  of  commemorating  the  virtues  of 
Wafhington,  to  afperfe  a  nation,  within  whofe  territory  the  Prefi- 
dent had  juft  fent  his  commiffioners.  Mui^  not  this  oration  be 
confidered  as  an  infidious  counterpart  to  the  pacific  fyftem  adopti 
ed  by  the  Prefident,  and,  in  fome  degree,  intended  to  defeat  the 
purpofes  for  which  it  originated  ?  I  would  not  be  unchar^ 
charitable  towards  Mr.  Ames,  but  it  is  a  fad,  that  the  Prefident 
has  met  with  obftacles  in  the  bufinefs  of  negociation.  A  junto 
are  oppofed  to  him  for  this  part  of  his  condudt ;  and  every  bafe 
means  is  taken  to  thwart,  and  defeat  an  amicable  termination  of 
this  embaffy.  A  war  fadion  are  bufy  to  increafe  the  diffenfions  ; 
to  prevent  a  renewal  of  friendfhip  and  intercourfe  ;  to  force  the 
two  Republics  to  open  hoftilities  ;  to  create  a  war  with  France,  and 
to  form  an  alhance  with  Britain.  All  the  tools  of  this  fadlion 
are  induftrious  in  their  various  departments  to  accomplilh  thefe 
purpofes,  and  while  fome  are  employed  to  calumniate  tliat  nation 
by  their  writings,  others  are  as  equally  induftrious  to  difaffed  the 
public  mind  by  detraftion  and  falfehoods.  A  war  junto  are  now 
doubly  adtive  fince  the  profpeft  brightens  for  amity  and  good  fel- 
lowfhip  between  France  and  the  United  States.  They  are  afraid 
that  their  fchemes  for  a  ftanding  army,  and  other  deteftable  plans 
which  they  had  anticipated,  will  be  fruftrated  j  and,  as  fuch  prol^ 
pefts  decreafe,  they  become  more  vigilant  to  effedl  their  projefts 
by  fraud  and  ftratagem.  Such  perfons  are  totally  inattentive  to 
thq  intereft  of  the  merchant,  farmer,  or  tradefinaD.     They  do  upt 
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confider  the  embarrafled  ftate  of  our  commerce,  and  the  immenTe 
injury  to  our  trade,  by  the  prefent  ftoppage  of  intercourfe  with 
France  :  fuch  commercial  confiderations  do  not  attraft  their  no- 
tice. The  great  obje<ft  with  them  is  to  obtain  a  war  eftablifh- 
ment— -and,  under  this  patronage,  to  riot  in  luxury  amid  the  gen- 
erd  diftrefs,  and  impoverifhment  of  the  country  ;  to  live  on  the 
toils  and  fatigues  of  the  induftrious  ;  to  increafe  tlie  public  bur- 
thens ;  augment  LAND-TAXES  ;  and,  after  throwing  the  com- 
munity into  convulfions,  to  employ  a  STANDING  ARMY  to 
force  the  people  into  a  compliance  with  their  arbitrary  mandates^ 
Such,  for  the  moft  part,  are  the  men  oppofed  to  Mr.  Gerry,  as 
govemour  of  this  Commonwealth  ; — he  is  for  Peace,  but  tliey  are 
for  War. 

Such  reflections  are  not  imaginary,  they  appear  too  ferlous  to 
be  doubted.  If  this  was  not  the  cafe,  why  do  we  find  particular 
perfons  fo  anxioufly  defirous  to  prevent  an  amicable  negociatlon 
with  France  ?  Why  do  we  find  them  ufing  the  moft  irritating 
and  abufive  language  towards  them  at  this  important  jundure  ? 
If  thefe  perfons  were  difpofed  for  peace,  is  it  probable  tliey  would 
ftudy  fuch  numberlefs  epithets  to  provoke  the  refentment  and  ex- 
cite the  jealoufy  of  the  French  government  ?  Or  would  they  em- 
brace every  opportunity  to  vent  their  malice  and  chagrin  at  the 
conduft  of  the  Prefident,  for  commencing  the  prefent  negociation  ? 
Impoffible,  that  men  who  were  ferioufly  in  favour  of  peace,  fhould 
m  all  their  a»5lions  and  condud  exprefs  fo  contrary  a  difpofition. 

The  Britifh  fa<ftion  are  now  reduced  to  their  ne  plus  ultra.  They 
know  that  the  bufinefs  between  the  two  Republics  is  in  a  train  for 
an  amicable  fettlement.  They  are  convinced  if  this  fliould  take 
place,  that  a  Britifli  influence  would  be  weakened  in  this  country. 
The  Old  Tories,  and  men  of  monarchical  principles,  are  pleaftd 
while  the  controverfy  fubfifts  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  and  they  exultingly  anticipate  the  period  when  the  fwords 
of  the  Americans  will  be  drawn  againft  France,  and  their  arms 
extended  to  embrace  Britain. 

Gracious  heaven  !  can  tliere  be  men  who  call  themfelves  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  ftill  attached  to  a  connexion  with 'Britain, 
and  defirous  of  a  war  with  France  ?  Let  fuch  perfons  read  the 
cruelties  of  the  Britifh  during  our  revolution — let  them  read  the 
horrid  maflacres  of  their  fellow  citizens— let  them  revert  to  thofc 
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periods  when  Britons  and  Heffians  were  prowling  through  our 
defencelefs  towns,  and  marking  their  footfteps  with  the  blood  of 
the  innocent  inhabitants  ;  let  them  alk  themfelves  this  ferious 
queftion,  whether  they  can  place  any  confidence  in  the  friendfliip 
of  a  nation,  which  has  purfued  every  fyftem  of  terror  to  accom- 
plifh  their  purpofes  ?  Ye  advocates  for  England,  talk  no  more 
about  Religion — were  not  the  facred  temples  of  the  Almighty, 
appropriated  by  them  to  the  vileft  purpofes  ?  Even  the  venerable 
fandluary,  where  the  pious  Prince  and  Sewall  wept  over  their  au- 
dience, was  converted  to  atn  equeftrian  theatre — where  the  faints 
aflembled,  there  the  unliallowed  footfteps  of  a  blafphemous  banditti 
marked  their  outrageous  depredations^ 

Thefe  remarks  may  appear  foreign  to  Ohfervailons  on  Mr>  Ames's 
Oration— —hut,  when  we  obferve  a  difpofition  in  any  man  to  coun- 
teraft,  by  indecent  reJteElions  on  the  French  nation,  the  amicable  nego* 
ciation  now  pending,  it  naturally  excites  fentiments  of  the  fore- 
going nature.  If  Mr.  Ames  was  a  friend  to  peace,  would  it  not 
have  been  prudent  to  fupprefs  the  indignation  of  his  mind  with 
refpeft  to  France  ?  Why  Ihould  he  vent  his  calumny  at  this  crifis, 
when  every  effort  is  making  to  clofe  the  breach  which  has  unfor* 
tunately  taken  place  ?  If  the  Prefident  is  willing  to  heal  the 
wound,  why  fhould  he  apply  any  corrofive  to  irritate  and  inflame 
it  ?  Would  a  friend  to  the  Prefident  attempt  to  open  ticw  nvoundst 
when  he  is  ufmg  meafures  to  clofe  tlie  old  ?  Gould  we  expeft  this 
from  Mr.  Ames,  whofe  pathetic  fpeech  in  Congrefs  againjl  a  ivar 
iviih  Britain,  contrafted  Indians,  tomahawks,  and  fcalping-knives, 
with  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety  ? 

The  obfervations  made  by  a  writer  with  the  fignature  of 
«  NEW  SOUTH,"  I  fhall  confider  at  "  my  kifure."  .  They  ap- 
p^r  too  trifling  to  draw  me  afide  from  a  few  more  obfervations  on 
Mr.  Ames's  oration  ;  after  I  have  gone  through,  I  ftiall  clip  the 
wings  of  this  nenvjledged  rara  avis. 


No.  XL 

ON    MR.    AMES*S    ORATION. 

A.  Propriety  of  language,  and  a  dignity  of  deportment,  are  two  ef- 
fential  qualities  of  an  orator.     It  is  derogatory  to  a  public  fpeaker  to 


1^0.  XI.  On  Mr.  Ams't  Qratlon.  4« 

ufe  opprobrious  epithets,  or  to  take  an  advantage,  from  the  exclufive 
privilege  of  his  fituation,  to  abufe  nations  or  even  individuals.  It 
difcovers  a  fordid  difpofition  to  improve  an  .opportunity  (when 
interruption  would  be  deemed  an  indecency)  to  calumniate  thofe, 
who  cannot  atifwer  for  themfelves  ;  and  when  a  man  arrogantly 
aflumes  this  mode  to  vent  his  inveftives,  it  difplays  a  ftrong  mark 
of  the  malignancy  of  his  heart. 

Mr.  Ames,  when  placed  within  tht  fanaum  fandorum  of  the  Old 
South,  array<?d  in  his  fable  habiliments,  felt  that  kind  of  fecurity, 
^hich  has  too  often  been  improved  within  the  facred  defk,  to  ad- 
vance principles,  and  enforce  dogmas  analogous  to  the  feelings 
and  perfonal  refentment  of  the  fpeakcr.  Thus  elated,  he  knew 
that  whatever  he  might  fay,  would  not  expofe  him  to  an  immediate 
explanation  j  and,  under  this  impreffion,  he  felt  a  confidence  in 
*^ifliing  to  "  gather  round  him  the  nations"  ;  and  with  a  fupercili* 
ous  afTurance,  was  anxious  to  **  raife  his  voice  to  a  drain  which 
could  be  heard  by  all  mankind." 

But  to  check  the  flight  of  this  enraptured  enthufiaft,  let  us  fup- 
pofe  him  pl?K;ed  within  the  hearing  of  the  army  of  France  ;  would  he 
dared  to  have  vociferated  "  that  the  French  revolution  has  been, 
from  thejirjl,  hoftile  to  all  right  and  juftice,  to  all  peace  and  order 
in  fociety,  and  that  its  very  exijlence  has  been  a  ftate  of  warfare 
againft  the  civilized  world"  ?  It  is  a  difgrace  for  a  perfon  to  fay 
that  behind  a  man^s  backy  that  he  is  afraid  to  fay  to  his  face.  Mr. 
Ames,  though  vaunting  in  a  pulpit  that  he  wifhed  to  be  "  heard 
by  all  mankind,"  would  have  exhibited  a  ftrong  defcription  of  the 
tremor  of  Belfhazzar,  if  Bonaparte  had  at  that  moment  been  an- 
nounced, as  one  of  his  audience.  On  fuch  an  event,  he  would 
have  been  a  curious  phenomenon  in  the  hiftory  of  Quixotifm,  to 
obferve  the  change  between  the  bombaftic  fulminatlons  of  an  ora- 
tor, when  he  confidered  his  antagonift  at  three  thoufand  miles  dil^ 
tance,  and  the  placid  Ilrains  of  complacency  when  he  expcded  to 
confront  him  on  his  defcent  from  the  roftrum. 

Mr.  Ames,  in  his  reply  to  the  Legiflature,  acknowledges  his 
oration  to  be  a  hnfly  performance,  and  that  he  had  not  leil'ure  to 
confider  tlie  fubjedt  ;  from  thence  we  are  to  conclude,  that  he 
thought  but  little  about  'uthat  he  was  fnyingt  or  who  he  tuas  ahtifw^- 
His  oration  was  a  kind  of  medical  regimen,  which  ferved  to  evap* 
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orate  the  efFufions  of  his  "  teeming  mind"  ;  and  his  epithets* 
tropes  and  figures,  like  mercurial  pills,  ferved  the  valuable  purpofe 
of  difcharg'mg  the  fpleen  and  chagrin  which  for  a  long  time  had 
laid  indigefted  within  him.  As  thofe  humours  are  now  worhed 
off,  we  hope  he  feels  more  compofed  and  tranquil. 

The  French  revolution  is  a  fubjed  worthy  the  contemplation 
of  a  philofopher.  It  is  an  epoch,  ^'hich  no  hiflory  can  parallel, 
and  when  a-  political  character  prefumes  to  fpeak  upon  it,  he  un- 
dervalues his  reputation  by  bringing  into  view  the  *  mufty  docu- 
ments' of  hiflorical  tradition.  Where  is  the  hiftory  that  keeps 
pace  in  analogy  with  its  rapid  progrefs  ?  It  outftrips  every  flow, 
tedious  procefs  of  former  examples,  and  ftands  pre-eminent  aniortg 
thofe  wonders  which  at  once  confound  and  aftonifti  mankind. 
Bonaparte,  in  comparifon  with  Cxfar,  Alexander,  and  the  long  lift 
of  military  characters  which  fwell  the  page  of  hiftory,-  is  like  the  fun 
in  its  meridian  fplendour  diffufmg  its  raj^  among  the  inferior  planets 
of  the  natural  fyflem.  Such  men  are  oMy  viewed  at  a  diftance,  like 
the  Oeorg'ium  Sidus,  through  a  felefcope  ;  but  Bonaparte  is  a  lumi- 
nary which  difplays  its  radiance  not  only  within  its  own  orbit,  but 
illumines  the  extenfive  hemifpheres  of  Europe,  Afia,  and  America. 
He  ftands  a  monument  of  the  particular  attention  of  heaven  ;  fof, 
amidft:  the  immenfity  of  dangers  by  which  he  has  been  furrounded', 
he  has  never  ::'eeeived  a  wouad  to  ftop  for  a  moment  the  career  of 
his  glory.  He  has  fuffered  innumerable  deaths  by  his  enemies, 
but  he  has  rifen  from  the  grave  with  a  tenfold  increafe  of  military 
fame.  If  the  crocodiles  have  fwallowed  him,  they  have  been  obli- 
ged to  difgorge  their  luxurious  repaft  with  an  additional  retinue  to 
proclaim  his  re-entrance  into  life,  and  with  frefti  laurels  to  adorn 
the  brow  of  their  engulphed  h^ro The  combined  powers  of  Eu- 
rope have  alternately  been  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  iiwincibility  of 
this  "  wonderful  people"  ;  and  we  may  daily  expetS  to  hear  that 
the  Emperor,  with  his  prowling  beaft  of  prey,  Suwarrow,  are  fup- 
pliants  for  their  mercy.  Britain  may  poffibly  have  the  honour  of 
being  the  laft  to  acknowledge  their  fovereignty  ;  but  the  energy  of 
the  prefent  government  will  probably  force  her  to  a  compliance,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  inroads  of  a  **  confervative  ponver"  (dire^ed  by 
Bonaparte)  to  check  the  lawlefs  domination  of  this  tyrannical  na- 
tion. The  letter  of  Conful  Bonaparte  to  tlie  King  may  be  the  pre>^ 
curfor  of  fuch  an  event. 
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<  The  French  revolutioa  thus  foars  beyond  the  idle  tltricHtattie  of 
a  ,few  fuperficial,  local  politicians  in  this  country.  The  (hdU 
fighted  policy  of  a  funding  fyftem — the  menial  fycophancy  of  a 
Britifh  alliance — the  trifling  confiderations  of  pecuniary  appoint- 
ments, the  paltry  efforts  of  a  felf-created  ariftocracy  in  America, 
?re  all  loft  in  the  great  plan  of  the  French  revolution.  The  ex- 
penfive  monarchical,  ariftocratical,  and  prieftly  modes  of  their  for- 
mer government  are  completely  annilijlated,  or  at  leaft  are  placed 
in  that  direction  as  muft  eventually  deftroy  the  persicious  princi- 
ciplcs  which  for  centuries  have  been  tlie  fcourge  of  that  naticm. 
The  government  is  now  free  from  the  voracious  demands  of 
bankrupts  ;  who,  in  fome  republics,  are  confidered  as  national  pau- 
pers, to  be  provided  for  by  c(?mmiffions  in  the  army  and  navy. 
The  levee  of  a  Queen  was  a  greater  burden  to  the  people  of  France 
than  the  whole  expenditure  of  their  prefept  civil  eflablifhment. 

To  judge  of  the  French  revolution,  we  muft  recur  to  tlieir  for? 
mer  fituation  under  the  monarchy  :•  and  when  Mr.  Ames  talks 
about  French  jacobinifm,  "  as  infpiring  a  fanaticifm  that  was  intol- 
erant and  contagious,"  he  ought  to  have  brought  into  view  the 
gloomy  receffes  of  the  Bastile  !  the  defpotifm  and  extravagance 
of  the  monarchy,  and  the  the  horrid  impofitions  of  the  Popifh  hi- 
erarchy. This  fpirit  of  jacobinifm,  which  he  reprobates,  was  necef- 
fyxy  to  counterad:  the  immenfe  prefTure  upon  the  liberties  and  pro- 
perty of  the  <;itizens,  and  became  the  only  efficacious  medium  to 
Oppofe  tlie  tyrannical  meaibres  of  their  former  government. 

This  jacobinifm  was  fimilar  to  the  fpirit  which  animated  Wafh- 
ington,  Hancock,  Adams,  and  the  hoft  of  patriots  during  the 
American  revolution  ;  and  had  Great-Britain  arcomplifted  her 
wicked  purpofes,  thefe  heroes  would  have  been  ftigmatized  as  jaco- 
bins and  fuffered  the  penalty  of  rebels.  The  \.crm  jacobin  is  of  mcd- 
cm  coinage,  but  its  real  fignification  (as  applied  by  thofe  falfely  ftyl- 
ed  federalifts)  is  comprized  in  tlie  old-faJJAened  ^ord,  Rebpl.  The 
tories  would  have  been  equally  as  induftrious,  during  our  revolution, 
to  ftamp  the  t^'whtx.  jacobin  upoft  Congrcfs,  the  American  army,  with 
tlie  arch-jacobin  Walhington  at  their  head,  as  they  now  are  to  give 
this  appellation  to  the  leading  charaders  in  the  French  nation. 
The  traitor  Hutchinfon,  if  the  term  jacobin  had  been  then  in 
vogue  would  have  been  conftantly  dinging  in  tlie  ear  of  his  Majefty, 
that "  jacobinifm  had  become  ia  America  rather  a  kd^t  than  a 
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party*'  ;  **  infplrlng  a  fanatlcifm  that  "Ofas  equally  intolerant  an^ 
contagious."  The  Englifli  papers  would  have  been  conftaatly 
teeming  with  this  opprobrious  epithet.  Lord  North  would  have 
re-echoed  in  the  Britifh  Parliament,  "  the  contagion  of  the  jacobin 
faSion,"  and  every  confpicuous  character  in  die  United  States 
would  have  been  reprobated  as  the  fomenter  of  infurredion,  z.td 
promulgator  of  diforganizing  principles. 

Every  attempt  to  reftore  the  liberties  of  mankind,  or  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  arbitrary  power,  is  now  ftyled  jacobinifm.  If  the 
people  of  Ireland  make  any  exertions  to  maintain  their  rights,  or 
oppofe  the  cruelties  of  a  mercenary  foldiery,  they  are  marked  out 
as  the  objedls  of  minifterial  vengeance  under  this  defignation.  If 
the  French  people  efpoufe  their  liberties,  againft  the  outrages  of  a 
Jtnonarchy,  nobility,  and  priefthood,  the  weapons  wielded  in  oppo- 
fition  to  them  are  th?  proftituted  epithets  of  diforganizers,  anarch- 
ifts,  and  jacobins. 

If  Mr.  Ames  means  to  be  confidered  as  the  defender  of  the 
old  fyjlem  of  France,  under  which  the  tortures  of  the  Baftile  were 
exercifed — the  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  crown — the  vaf. 
falage  of  the  citizens,  under  the  impofitions  of  a  numerous  body 
of  nobility — and  their  ignorance  arifmg  from  the  abfurdities  intro- 
duced by  a  phalanx  of  voracious  priefts  :  If  he  is  the  advocate  for 
thefe  eflablifhments,  let  him  ftep  forward  in  a  manly  avowal  of  hi§ 
principles,  rather  than  by  an  infidious  refleftion  on  thofe  patriotic 
efforts  which  have  been  made  to  reftore  the  equal  rights  of  the 
citizens. 

Mr.  Ames,  while  reprobating  France  as  purfuing  a  Jacobinical 
fyftem,  has  the  audacity  to  aflert,  that  the  fame  deftrudlive  fenti- 
ments  are  prevailing  in  this  country.  An  oppofition  to  the  Federal 
Conjlitution  is  generally  defined  to  conftitute  the  charafter  of  a 
jacobin.  Upon  this  ground,  I  am  willing  to  meet  Mr.  Ames  ; 
and  am  ready  to  place  the  ftigma  upon  that  body  of  men,  among 
whom  the  greateft  attempts  have  been  jnade  to  deftroy  thofe  repub- 
Hcan  principles,  on  which  this  Conftitution  is  founded. 

From  what  quarter  has  zJlanJing  army  been  advocated  ?  From 
whence  is  it,  that  the  economical  fyftem  has  been  fo  far  fuperfed- 
ed,  that  the  impoft  and  excife  have  not  been  equal  to  the  exigences 
of  our  government  ?  From  whence  have  land  taxes  arifen — ; 
ftamp  duties— -bank  eftablifhments — with  a  numerous  train  of  ei^' 
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penfive  offidal  appointments,  which  have  encieafed  the  national 
debt  to  its  prefent  magnitude  ?  Who  were  the  men  in  favour  o£ 
a  treaty,  which  will  probiibly  deceive  the  merchant,  and  expofe 
the  farmer  to  a  demand  of  feveral  millions  ?  Who  are  now  defir- 
.ous  to  counterafi  the  amicable  negociation  now  pending  in  France  * 
Are  thofe  the  men  whom  Mr.  Ajnes  would  defignate  as  the  friend* 
to  our  Republican  Conjlitution  ?  or  would  he  reprcfent  tlieir  oppoferi 
,as  a  jacobin  fadion  ?  Have  not  this  latter  clafs  of  citizens  been  con» 
ftantly  urging  economical  meafures  ;  and  in  all  their  proceedings, 
both  in  and  out  of  Congrefs,  have  they  not  been  affiduous  to  prcr 
vent  the  pernicious  tendency  of  extravagant  expenfes  ?  The  de- 
bates in  Congrefs  are  evidences  of  their  cxerti'ins  to  maintain  the 
purity  of  the  Republican  fyllem,  to  reilore  the  friendfliip  of  France, 
and  a  defire  to  retrench  the  expenditures  of  the  government  within 
tlie  real  abilities  of  the  people  to  difcharge  them.  I  rray  venture 
to  fay,  if  thefe  traits  conftitute  a  Jacobin,  that  a  laigc  proportion 
of  the  real  citizens  are  of  this  defcription. 

But,  to  come  clofer  towards  Mr.  Ames,  as  it  relates  to  the 
Conjlitution^  and  the  difpofition  of  certain  individuals  to  alter  its 
republican  properties,  I  would  afk  him  (and  he  is  requcfled  to  anfwcr) 
whether  he  is  not  the  author  of  the  following  remarks  in  Mif$ 
Hannah  Adams's  hiftory  of  New-England  I  If  he  is,  let  the  cit- 
izens judge  who  are  the  men,  that  are  defirous  to  change  the  eflen- 

tial  principles  of  tlie  Federal  Conftitution Who  are  tlie  men, 

that  are  anxious  to  fubvert  the  ftate  fovereignties,  and  to  eftablilh 
a  complete  confolidation — and  provided  jacobinifm  is  defined  to 
be,  an  attempt  to  change  our  prefent  Conjlitution^  the  queftion  is,  whe- 
ther men  of  this  (lamp  are  not  deferving  the  obnoxious  epithet. 

The  remarks,  referred  to,  ftand  thus  in  page  496  of  the  abovct 
mentioned  hiftory  : —  "* 

"  The  withholding  of  a  complete  negative  from  the  Prefident,  the 
interference  of  the  Senate  in  appointments  to  office,  the  mode  of  their 
ekUion  by  the  refpeBive  Jlates,  the  want  of  permanency  in  that  body, 
fufficient  for  their  felf-prefervation  againft  the  paroxifm  of  fuddeiL 
democratic  intemperance  which  have  generally  denied  to  republic* 
the  enjoyment  of  both  tranquillity  and  longevity,  and  above  all, 
the  difcordant  and  feemingly  anarchical  conflift  of  national  and 
Jlate fovereignties y  the  imperium  in  imperio,  are  yet  confidered  by  matuf 
as  deviatioas  fiom  a  correH  politkal  theory  J* 
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In  this  propofition,  an  "  unchecked,  unbalanced"  Prefident, 
and  an  hereditary  Senate,  are  contemplated- — an  uncontroled  ap- 
pointment of  ofBces  by  the  Executive,  and  an  annihilation  of  the 
ftate  governments,  are  all  confideied  as  eflential  to  form  a  "  cor- 
red  political  theory." — Can  any  man  v^ho  advocates  fuch  a  plan 
be  ftyled  a  Federalift  ?  Can  he  be  called  a  friend  to  the  exifting 
Conftitution  ?  Are  not  all  the  Republican  and  Federal  traits  of  our 
government  exploded,  fhould  fuch  amendments  be  introduced  ? 
Could  a  modeft  man  prefume  to  reprobate  others  for  attempting 
to  fubvcrt  the  Conftitution,  if  he  himfelf  propofed  a  change  which 
firuck  foVadically  at  its  vital  principles  ? 

It  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  monarchifts  and  ariftocrats  to 
cffedt  their  purpofes  by  certain  cant  terms,  which  they  circulate 
with  peculiar  facility,  as  defcriptive  of  their  own  fentiments  and 
thofe  of  their  opponents — Federal  and  Anti-Federal  have  been  ufed 
by  them  with  remarkable  fuccefs  to  favour  their  defigns.  While 
fuch  perfons  ftyle  themfelves  Federali/ls,  they  have  in  moft  inftances 
been  endeavouring  to  confolidate^  not  only  the  Federal  government 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  but  have  been  equally  anxious  to 
annihilate  the  fovereignty  of  the  refpeftive  States.  Inftead  of 
calling  themfelves  Federalijls,  they  are  more  properly  ftyled  Con- 
foUdationifls.  The  Anti-Federalifts  (fo  called)  are  in  fad  the  Real 
Federallfts,  as  they  have  on  all  occafions  endeavoured  to  keep  the 
powers  of  the  Executive,  Legiflative,  and  Judicial,  as  feparate  as 
they  are  contemplated  in  tlie  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution. 
Under  the  term  Federalifm,  many  projefts  have  been  accompliftied, 
and  armed  with  this  deceptive  appellation,  thefe  real  Ani't-Federal- 
tfls  have  afiumed  the  exclufive  title  oi fupporters  of  the  Federal  Con- 
Jiitution.  They  have  fo  artfully  played  their  tricks,  that,  like  jug- 
glers, they  have  thrown  a  mift  over  the  public  mind,  folely  calcu- 
lated to  miflead  every  man  who  is  not  aware  of  the  deception. 

But,  fellow-citizens,  the  paffage  quoted  from  Mifs  Adams's  hif- 
tory,  came  from  a  man  who  was  "  high  in  office,"  and  calls  him- 
felf a  Federalijl.  How  far  it  is  confonant  with  thofe  Republican 
principles  maintained  in  our  ftate  Conventions,  is  left  to  the  candid 
confideration  of  every  impartial  citizen.  If  fuch  a  fyftem  fhould 
be  adopted,  what  features  of  the  prefent  Conftitution  would  be 
preferved  ?  It  would  be  fo  radical  a  change,  that  fcarce  one 
vcftige  would  remain  of  its  prefent  theory  j    and  yet  thofe  very 
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perfons  who  are  trying  to  bring  tKe  Federal  Gonftitution  into  this 
diftorted  form,  have  the  eflfrontery  to  fligmatize  dieir  antagonifts 
as  Jacobinsy  and  fubverters  of  the  exifting  government. 

Upon  the  whole,  while  reviewing  Mr.  Ames's  oration,  it  apj 
pears  intended  rather  as  a  philippic  on  political  chara<Sers  both  in 
France  and  America,  than  an  Eulogy  on  General  Wafhington.  It 
carries  an  infidious  refledtion  on  the  late  condu<5l  of  tlie  Prefident 
- — it  is  bombaftic  in  diftion,  but  "  flat  as  the  canvas"  in  fenti- 
ment — it  is  croudcd  with  fidion,  tropes,  and  figures,  which  are 
abfurd  in  their  application — it  is  fcurrilous  and  abufive,  and  deC- 
titute  of  thofe  eflential  qualities  which  conftitute  the  fcholar,  or 
defignate  the  politician. 
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A    FEW    CANDID    REMARKS    ON    "  NEW-SOUTH.' 


X  HE  principal  obje(fl  contemplated  in  the  obfervations  on  Mr. 
Ames's  oration  was,  that  it  had  more  the  appearance  of  a  philippic 
againjl  Franuy  than  an  Eulogy  on  Wajhington.  A  writer  who  ftyles 
himfelf  "  Ne-w-South"  has  denied  the  pofition,  and  attempts  to 
prove,  by  inferting  a  paragraph  of  about  twenty  lines,  (from  an 
oration  of  31  pages,)  tliat  Mr.  Ames  had  done  full  juftice  to  the 
*'  military  character'^  of  Wafhington. 

This  author,  however,  has  placed  the  controverfy  in  fo  perplex- 
ed a  point  of  view,  before  die  public,  that  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  know 
who  or  what  he  means  to  vindicate.  He  fets  out  in  a  violent  paf- 
fjon  to  reprobate  die  idea,  that  Mr.  Ames  is  deficient  in  rcfped  to 
the  Hero  of  Mount  Vernon  ;  but,  like  all  other  over-heated  en- 
thufiafts,  he  foon  forgets  his  fubje(fl.  He  begins  with  General 
Washington,  and  ends  widi  Lawyer  Ames....\xc  flylei  his  oration 
as  the  "  greatefl  eflfort  of  genius  and  talent"  ;  and  that  even  the 
*'  honied  eloquence  of  a  Kirkland"  is  not  to  be  compared  with  it. 
*•  The  liquid  periods  of  the  counfellor,"  he  fays,  "  cannot  fail  of  re- 
ceiving the  homage  of  tajle."  In  the  midft  of  his  rhapfody,  he 
leaves  Walhington  "  in  the  cold  ground,"  and  thus  proceeds  to 
eulogize  the  feraphic  Ames  :  "  His  eloquence  will  form  an  epoch 
in  our  country,  and  be  diilinguiihed  as  the  ags  of  Ames  :    At' 
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ready  it  aflumes  its  high  place  in  the  regions  of  oratory  ;  like  thtf 
wulky  way,  it  whitens  along  its  alloted  portion  of  the  liemifphere  y 
our  future  rhetoricians  will  furvey,  through  the  tekfcope  of  biography , 
the  fpace  where  fo  many  beauties  blend  their  rays,  and  delight  to 
feparate  them  into  groups  and  drftin6l:  figures.-  The  firft  of  fpeak- 
ers  may  fafely  confign  his  fame  to  this  monument  of  his  powers,  for 
ft  will  live  among  the  remoteft  days  of  Columbian  liberty  and 
happinefs,  and  mingle  its  author's  mild  glory  with  Wafhington's." 
The  above  is  a  fpecimen  of  the  fublime,  which  would  add  laurels 
to  the  brow  of  a  Sheridan. 

It  is  a  pity  that  New-South  had  riot  confulted  with  Mr.  AmeSf 
previous  to  his  publication,  in  order  that  they  might  have  agreed 
between  themfelres  as  to  the  fubjeft  of  eulogy — for,  as  it  now 
ftands,  they  are  fo  at  variance  that  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  them. 
One  fays,  that  it  is  the  "  age  of  Wafhington"  ;  and  the  other,  that 
it  is  the  "  age  of  Ames."  One  declares,  that  "  two  Wafhingtons 
cannot  come  in  one  age''  ;  and  the  other  fays,  equally  as  peremp- 
torily, that  two  exifl  at  one  period.  New-South  has  taken  the  cli- 
max of  Wafhington's  charaifter,  and  applied  it  to  Mr.  Ames.  In- 
ftead  of  contemplating  Wafliington,  in  the  fublime  regions  of  blifs 
and  glory,  we  are  led  through  the  "  milky  way"  to  explore  the  af- 
cent  of  Mr.  Ames>  "  in  his  alloted  portion  of  the  hemifphere." 
We  are  called  on  to  furvey,  through  the  telefcope  of  biography,  in 
the  regions  of  oratory,  a  variety  of  beauties,  rays,  groups,  and 
figures,  while  "  the  firft  of  fpeakers  configns  his  fame  to  the  monu' 
ment  of  his  powers,  and  mingles  his  mild  gloiy  with  Walhing- 
ton's."  I  muft  plainly  confefs,  tliat  this  fublime  pathos  foars  vaft- 
ly  beyond  my  comprehenfion  ;  but  fuppofe  it  is  meant  to  convey 
an  idea,  that  the  fplendour  of  Mr.  Ames  (after  pafling  through 
the  regions  of  the  milky  way)  will  fo  mingle  itfelf  witli  the  glory  of 
Wafhington  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  diftinguifh  them. 

If  this  is  the  real  meaning,  New-South  has  in  every  particular 
taken  all  the  exclufive  honour  conferred  on  Wafhington,  and  plac- 
ed it  on  Mr.  Ames.  If  h  e  thus  mingles  his  glory  with  Wafhington, 
his  name  muft  be  equally  "  hung  up  in  hiflory  as  confpicuoufly  as  if 
it  fparkled  in  one  of  the  conftellations  of  the  fky."  When  Mr.  Ames 
pays  the  debt  of  nature,  fome  orator  "  muft  pronounce  for  poftcrity, 
now  dumb,  that  eulogium,  which  l^ey  will  delight  to  echo  ten  ages 
hence,  when  we  are  dumb."     He  alfo  is  feen  "  like  a  flat  to  cheer. 
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to  guide,  and  ip  fave"  ;  he  alfo  appears  "  like  a  Ught-hotife,  that 
gleams  upon  xht  furrounding  darknefs  with  inextinguifhabl* 
fplendour."  ' 

Iii  fliort,  NetV'South  has  eulogized  Mr.  Ames,  far  beyond  what 
this  orator  has  expreffed  towards  General  Wafhington.  Every 
trait  of  liis  charatfter  is  depi<5tured  in  the  molt  pleafnig  colours,  and 
difplayed  in  the  mofl  melting  ftrains.  He  does  not  bring  into 
view,  as  analogous  to  any  office  he  fuflained,  "  volcanoes,"  "  black 
clouds,"  ''  whirlwinds,"  &:c.  ;  but  the  fofteft  language  is  intro- 
duced, fuch  as  "  honied  eloquence,"  "  liquid  periods,"  and  "  mil- 
ky way."  While  "  great  Generals,  like  meteors,  dazzle  and  terri- 
fy," Mr.  Ames  fliines  with  luftre  in  "  the  regions  of  oratory,  and 
whitens  along  his  alloted  portion  of  the  hemifphere."  New-South 
exhibits  the  portrait  of  Wafhington  "  as  flat  as  the  canvas  ;"  while 
he  ibars  among  the  ftars  with  a  "  biographical  telefcope"  in  one 
hand,  and  the  trumpet  of  fame  in  the  other,  defcrying  the  rapid 
progrefs  of  Mr.  Ames,  and  proclaiming  his  approach  at  "  the 

MONUMENT    OF    HIS    POWERS." 

"  The  monument  of  his  powers"  !  This  muft  be  acknowledged 
as,  the  utmoft  extent  of  human  invention.  To  arrive  at  the  fpot 
where  this  monument  is  to  be  ereded,  he  wafts  Mr.  Ames  "  through 
the  regions  of  oratory"  ;  through  "  the  milky  way"  ;  through 
temifpheres  unknown  ;  and,  after  hurrying  him  through  fuch  a 
variety  of  climates,  and  exalting  him  to  fuch  a  point  of  elevation, 
he  at  length  places  him  in  that  fpace  of  exiftence  "  v/here  beauties 
blend  their  rays,  and  delight  to  feparate  in  groups  and  figures"  ! 
Tliefc  are  rhapfodies  which  befpeak  the  great  mind,  and  a  moft 
luxuriant  fancy  ;  and  we  cannot  but  follow  in  idea,  the  biograph- 
er, with  his  telefcope,  prowling  through  "  the  milky  way,"  "  whi- 
tening in  his  progrefs  their  alloted  portions  of  the  hemisphere." 
This   is  bathos  !  ! 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  treat  this  fubje(5l  too  ludicroufly,  but 
as  New-South  has  come  forward  in  vindication  of  Mr.  Ames,  if 
he  will  accurately  determine,  whether  it  is  the  "  age  of  Walhing- 
ton,"  or  tlie  age  of  Ames,  I  lliall  then  be  able  to  reply  to  his  in- 
genious performance.  But  while  the  epoch  hangs  thus  doubtful, 
ic  is  needlefs  to  enter  into  the  controverfy  ;  and  if  he  and  Mr- 
Ames  will  fettle  this  point  between  themfclves,  I  Ihall  readily  pur* 
H 
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fue  an  Inveftigation  of  the  fubjedl.  It  is  peculiarl7  unfoitunate  for 
New-South  to  ftumble  at  the  threftiold  ;  for  the  faft  is,  he  is  more 
at  variance  with  Mr.  Ames,  than  he  is  with  me  ;  and  the  difpute 
really  lays  between  themfelves.  If  Mr.  Ames  is  right,  in  faying 
that  "  this  is  the  age  of  Wafhington,"  certainly  Nenv-South  U 
wrong,  in  faying  that  "  it  is  the  age  of  Ames^* — anci  fo  vice  verfa. 
As  this  is  a  very  important  point,  in  which  X  do  not  choofe  to 
meddle,  I  fhall  wait  with  the  utmoft  patience,  till  I  am  informed 
how  diey  have  determined  the  queftlon. Till  then,  adieu. 
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ON    LACO    AND  HIS    SATELLITES. 
To  thi  Author  of  «  The  Jeferfomaci;'  in  the  Cmtinel 

jL  he  mode  in  which  I  have  handled  this  fubjeft,  may  appear  a 
lltde  fmgular  to  you  and  your  party  ;  but,  before  I  clofe,  I  believe 
you  will  find,  that  the  controvei-fy  is  well  underftood,  and  a  pro- 
per application  will  be  made  as  to  your  charges  againjl  Mr.  jfefferfon. 
— -As  you  are  confidercd  as  a  branch  from  this  deteftable  junto,  I 
fhall  in  fome  future  numbers  treat  you  with  thai  familiarity  which 
your  ofEcioufnefs  deferves.  The  Eflex  junto  have  had  fuch  an  ex- 
orbitant influence  within  the  government  of  the  United  States  for 
many  years  paft,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  appropriate  a  few  publica- 
tions to  expofe  tire  fecret  defigns  and  infidious  views  of  this  fra- 
ternity. In  the  firft  place,  I  believe  it  can  be  clearly  proved  that 
every  embarraflrnent,  under  which  the  country  labours,  arifes  from 
them — that  all  the  virulence  of  parties  originated  through  this  peftif- 
erous  mediuni — that  all  the  deception  which  has  been  praflifed,  in- 
cluding tub  plots.  Ocean  majfacres,  Illuminati,  &c.  originated  from 
this  artful,  felf-aggrandizing  faftion.  This  junto  have,  from  the 
firft  eflabliftiment  of  tlie  Conftitution,  been  adive  to  effe<fl  their 
plans,  and  for  this  purpofe  have  inlifted  into  their  fervice  a  few 
iime-ferving  clergymen,  aided  by  a  phalanx  of  fycophants,  oflRce  feek- 
ers,  and  war  contradlors,  and  thus  embodied  have  watched  every 
favoin-able  opportunity  to  forward  tlieir  dcftruiflive  projeds. 

The  vpflart  hirelings  of  this  junto  have  often  been  challenged  to 
appear  before  the  public  with  their  real  names  ;  but  like  affaflins 
t>iey  have  attempted  to  abufe  the  chara^er  of  Mr.  JeSerfon  in  pri- 
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yate  caucufTes,  and  under  the  fhade  of  evening  haye  fculkcd  within 
jhe  walls  of  Vila's  hall  to  vent  tlieir  bafe  infmuations  againft  the 
MAN,  whofc  pen  difplayed  not  only  the  J/>int  of  America,  but 
ftamped  a  literary  fame  on  her  charadcr.  When  fuch  pufiUan- 
Jmous  beings  alTumc  a  licence,  under  the  darknefs  of  night,  to  vil- 
lify  the  luminary  of  Americai^  Independence,  they  fhrink  into 
tlie  fame  contempt,  as  if  a  glow  worm  fhould  exhibit  his  taudry 
wings  to  eclipfe  the  radiency  of  the  fun  in  his  meridian  fplendor. 

Another  infecfl,  of  the  fame  defcription,  has  had  the  eflVontery 
to  talk  about  "  making  peace  with  France  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet." Such  infigntficant  chatterers  may  be  indulged  with  fuch 
hyperbole  5  for  fhould  France  contend  with  this  country,  fuch  lil- 
liputians  would  efcape  their  notice,  as  it  would  be  degrading  for 
Bonaparte  to  exhibit  them  on  the  point  of  his  bayonet.  A  flea 
in  die  paw  of  a  lion  would  be  but  a  poor  compliment  to  the  hcro- 
ifm  of  the  fovereign  of  tlie  forert;  ;  an  infcft  of  this  fize  would 
not  ^rreft  tlie  rujtice  of  a  man,  who  has  contended  over  the  Alps 
with  the  veterans  of  Auftria. 

During  our  controverfy  with  France,  we  have  had  the  bombaf- 
tic  effufions  of  warfare  from  thofe  who  would  fly  (fliould  the  con- 
ted  become  ferious)  to  the  utmoll  boundaries  of  creation,  rather 
than  confront  the  enemy  in  the  field  of  battle  ;  or  if  they  fhould 
be  met  with,  by  accident^  the  magnanimity  of  the  French  foldiery 
would  pafs  them  in  purfuit  of  an  enemy  worthy  of  their  conquefl. 

To  revert  more  particularly  to  the  apparent  caufe  of  our  diffi- 
pulties  with  France,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  Briti/b  treaty  is 
the  oflenfible  objed  of  controverfy.  This  inflrument  was  in  the 
firfl  inftance  unanimoufly  reprobated,  and  though  Laco  was  at  the 
firfl  town-meeting  in  Boflon,  furrounded  with  his  fatellites,  yet  not 
a  word  efcaped  him  or  them  in  favour  of  its  ratification.  It  was 
unammoujly  reprobated  by  the  citizens,  as  injurious  and  ruinous  to 
the  commercial  interefl  of  the  United  States.  Their  filence  can 
eafily  be  accounted  for,  as  the  plan  for  adopting  this  Britifh  fyflem 
had  not,  at  that  time,  be  matured  by  the  firji  conful  of  this  junto  ; 
his  fatellites  were  then  waiting  orders,  and  after  they  had  received 
their  peremptory  mandates,  inftead  of  ading  an  honourable  part 
to  countcradl  the  proceedings  of  tlie  town,  they  held  zfecret  meeting, 
and  iffued  a  clandejilnc  fulfcription-paper  among  the  unwary  citizens, 
tQ  requell  the  neceffary  appropriations.     Every  infignificant  tool 
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of  the  junto  was  fet  in  motion,  and  the  flreets  of  Bofton  were  befet 
in  every  corner  by  a  fub-committee  to  intimidate  the  unfufpefting 
tradefman  to  give  his  fignature  in  favour  of  a  treaty  which  he  had 
pr'evioufly  condemned  in  town-meeting,  and  which  it  is  faid  throws 
a  debt  or  demand  of  twenty-one  miUions  of  dollars  upon  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  An  inftrument,  which  may  be  con- 
iidered  as  the  fource  of  all  our  difficulties  between  England  and 
France,  as  it  furnifhes  the  former  with  a  plea  to  take  our  velTels, 
and  the  latter  a  plaufible  pjretence  to  treat  us  with  indignity. — 
During  this  tranfadion,  many  had  the  effrontery  to  threaten  the 
induflrious  tradefman  with  the  lofs  of  bufinefs,  in  cafe  he  refufed 
figning  ;  fome  of  them  however  might  at  that  time  have  confider- 
ed  party  zeal  as  profitable,  while  the  arrogance  of  others  admits  of  no 
apology.  IVIr.  Hamilton,  it  is  faid,  was  the  firll  man  who  had  the 
boldnefs  publicly  to  advocate  the  adoption  of  the  treaty,  and  when 
his  partizans  found  he  was  fuccefsful  in  New- York,  they  affumed 
their  wonted  courage  in  other  parts  of  die  United  States,  and  at 
length  by  threats  and  deception  gained  over  a  large  propoiLion  of 
the  citizens. 

I  am  willing  to  allow,  that  many  who  were  qdllve  on  this  occa- 
lion,  are  not,  flridly  fpeaking,  of  the  EfTex  junto.  But  the  bold- 
nefs and  audacity  of  thefe  perfons  have  deceived  many  honeft, 
"well-difpofed  individuals.  The  infolence,  however,  of  thofe  who 
threatened  the  tradcfmen  with  lofs  of  work,  ought  never  to  be  for- 
given, as  it  fhews  the  depravity  of  their  mind,  and  the  bafenefs  of 
their  conduifi — a  purfe-proud  wretch,  who  by  accident  has  rifen 
vaflly  beyond  his  expeftations,  when  he  attempts  to  deprive  a 
tradefman  of  his  liberty,  fhould  be  ever  vie^ved  witli  that  indigna^  • 
tion  which  his  impudence  and  ignorance  merit.  Should  the  body 
of  tradefmen  be  controled  by  fuch  upjart  lordlinps,  they  are  un- 
worthy the  narne  of  freemen. 

The  Britifh  treaty  was  confidered  by  the  junto  as  the  ne  plus 
ultra  J  without  this  could  be  ratified,  they  knew  that  tlie  contro- 
verfy  betwQen  France  and  America  would  be  eafily  fettled.  Their 
plans  were  fo  deep,  they  found  it  neceffary  that  an  indrument  of 
this  baneful  nature  was  eflential  to  their  purpofes.  They  knew  if 
they  could  entrap  us  with  Britain,  within  the  chains  of  a  treaty, 
that  it  would  give  them  an  afcendancy  in  cafe  any  overtures 
fhould  heretifter  be  made  with  France  to  fettle  exifting  difficulties. 
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They  were  well  aware,  that  the  articles  of  this  compa<S,  inrolvcd 
many  important  points,  and  fhoiild  we  attempt  to  make  a  treaty 
with  France,  that  our  previous  contrails  wUb  Britain  would  embar- 
rafs  us.  All  thefe  particulars  were  underftood  by  the  junto,  and 
therefore,  after  the  ratification,  every  efFoit  "vn-is  made  to  irritate 
and  calumniate  the  French.  The  Englifh  were  held  up  as  our 
only  friends,  and  the  French  as  the  only  nation  againft  whom  onr 
refentment  fliould  be  directed.  Cockades  were  difplayed  as  the 
counterfign  of  French  eztermination.  A  well  known  blufterer  in 
Bofton,  under  the  patronage  of  this  popular  phrcnzy,  "Was  inflated 
with  a  temporary  courage  to  pull  from  the  hat  of  an  invalid  Frenc/jman 
the  tri-coloured  cockade  : — this  hero  felt  an  aflurance,  under  the 
mania  of  the  moment,  to  difgrace  the  town  of  Bofton  in  fuffering 
his  infolence  to  go  unpuniihed.  Every  indecency  wa5  offered  to  a 
citizen  who  had  fpirit  and  refolution  to  withftand  the  general 
outrage  on  private  judgment.  During  the  paroxyfm  of  the  public 
mind,  the  junto  took  courage  to  denounce  individuals.  Many 
public  papers  were  devoted  to  their  fervjce.  They  even  had  the 
impudence  to  mention  who  fhould  be  difplaced  from  office  ;  and 
previous  to  the  removal  of  Meflrs.  Gardner  and  Whipple  of  Portf- 
mouth,  the  fuggcftion  appeared  in  one  cf  thofc  papers. — During 
this  public  infatuation,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  junto,  hovr 
many  refpedlable  men  were  removed  from  office  ?  In  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  army,  carried  on  by  the  Eflex  junto,  how  many  vete- 
rans have  been  neglefted  ?  and  how  many  have  been  commiflloned 
whofe  ferviccs  are  not  known  in  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times  which 
"  tried  men's  fouls"  ?  In  fliort,  under  the  guidance  of  a  junto,  it  is 
fufpedted  the  American  government  has  been  thrown  into  the  moft 
diftorted  pofition.  The  enemies  of  our  revolutioaJiave  in  many 
inftances  rifen  to  the  highcft  degree  o£  eminence,  while  the  old 
foldier  has  been  left  to  confole  himfclf  with  the  profpeft  of  better 
times.  How  many  red  plumes  have  been  difplayed  in  the  hats  of 
thofe  who  have  no  claim  on  our  a8t;(5tion  or  gi-atitude  ! 

This  junto,  we  hope,  has  progrclTcd  to  its  utmoft  latitude.  The 
Prefident  has  at  length  found  out  their  nefai  ious  dcfigns.  He  be- 
gins to  difcountenance  their  plans,  and  we  truft  is  defirous  to 
begin  a  fyftem  upon  thofe  principles  which  immortalized  the 
*'  profcribed  patriots,  Adams  and  Hancock."  We  truft  in  God, 
the  dcfigns  of  the  EflTej  junto  are  too  -well  known  for  them  cvcir 
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again  to  renew  their  iniquitous  meafures,  and  while  we  commif- 
erate  the  man  who  has  been  deceived  by  tlieir  mifchievous  defigns, 
we  cannot  but  revere  the  political  charadler  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  who 
was  never  duped  by  them.  He  always  was  aware  of  their  inten- 
tions, and  has  uniformly  been  oppofed  to  theii  meafures.  He  rofe 
fuperior  to  their  plans,  and  has  not  now  the  mortification  to  ac- 
knowledge that  he  was  in  any  inftance  influenced  by  them. — Hap- 
py would  it  have  been  for  this  country,  if  every  man  had  been  as 
difceming  to  avoid  the  machinations  of  a  junto,  who  have  brought 
this  country  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  He  who  forefees  evil,  is  worthy 
the  confidence  of  an  enlightened  people. 
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WHIG    AND    TORY, 
To  the  Author  of  "  The  Jejerfomad"  in  the  Centlnel, 

1\.^  you  are  but  a  "  twig  of  the  branch,"  fprouting  from  the 
root  of  the  Essex  Junto,  and  trying  to  recommend  yourfelf  to 
the  notice  of  this  deteftable  fraternity  by  abufe  and  fcurrillty,  it  is 
propej  to  give  you  a  trait  of  tliofe  characters  which  are  defignated 
tmder  this  appellation.  Your  folly  and  ignorance  are  exhibited  in 
fuch  glowing  colours,  that  it  appears  cruel  to  add  to  the  deformity 
of  your  portrait,  by  difplaying  to  the  public  the  real  charaders  of 
thofe,  under  whofe  patronage  you  are  calumniating  the  patriotic 
Jefferfon.  A  virtuous  deifl  is  preferable  to  a  man  who  profeffes 
ChrtftlanUy  and  violates  its  principles.  Mr.  Jefferfon  has  endeav- 
oured to  emancipate  the  citizens  pf  Virginia  from  the  thraldom  of 
a  religious  teft  ;  to  give  to  Baptifts,  Quakers,  and  every  other  fed, 
the  freedom  of  confcience  ; — rand,  whilft  they  act  conformable  to 
the  Conftitution  and  the  laws,  their  tenets,  he  candidly  fuppofes, 
will  not  "  pick  our  pockets,  nor  break  our  legs."  This  dodrine 
is  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Conftitution,  and  to 
thofe  of  a  large  majority  of  the  States. 

At  this  enlightened  period,  when  the  dogmas  of  illib,eral  zealots 
are  fo  univerfally  reprobated,  it  is  difgraceful  for  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  cenfure  the  catholic  fentiments  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  j 
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or  to  hold  him  up  as  an  objeft  of  reproach,  for  endeavouring  to 
check  the  violence  of  religious  petfecution.  As  it  relates  to  the  op- 
preffive  laws  of  Virginia,  at  the  time  he  wrote  his  obfervations,  Mr. 
Tefferfon  ftands  in  the  fame  point  of  view  as  Luther  in  oppofition  to 
the  tyranny  of  the  Church  of  Rome — as  Barclay,  in  vindication  of 
the  Quakers — as  Mayhew  and  Chauncy,  in  vindicating  the  Diflen- 
ters — as  Backus,  Stillman,  Baldwin,  &c.  in  fupport  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Baptifts.  In  ftiort,  he  is  the  vindicatot  of  the  rights  of 
confcience,  in  oppofition  to  all  thofe  baneful  Tefts  which  have  been 
impofed  on  mankind.  Inftead  of  being  ftigmatized  with  the  epi- 
thets of  Atheift,  and  Deift,  he  is  entitled  to  the  refpeft  of  every 
citizen,  let  his  religious  opinions  be  wliat  they  may  ;  and  he  has,  as 
fully,  and  faithfully  declared  the  rights  of  confcience,  as  he  has  the 
juftnefs  of  American  independence.  He  ever  ought  to  be 
equally  revered,  by  all  religious  feftaries,  for  his  catholicifm,  as  he 
is  by  the  friends  of  the  American  revolution  for  his  republi- 
canism. The  bafenefs  of  a  junto,  in  abufing  this  man,  is  the 
ftrongeft  evidence  of  their  villany. 

I  lh;dl  now  proceed  by  obferving,  that  the  EfTex  Junto  alr^'ays 
had  a  peculiar  faculty  in  conneding  names  with  things.  During 
the  witchcraft  influence,  every  perfon  feledted  for  public  vengeance 
by  the  junto,  was  hunted  down  under  the  appellation  of  ivitch. 
The  WIZARDS  of  that  day  were  as  afliduous  to  raife  a  popular 
clamour  againft  an  innocent  old  woman,  as  they  now  are  to  excite 
an  indignation  againft  all  thofe  who  are  oppofed  to  their  political 
confpiracies.  The  x&xm  jacobin^  they  foolifhly  think,  is  as  favoura- 
ble to  their  political  projedls,  as  that  of  tuitch  was  to  their  religious 
fanaticifm.  The  bafenefs  of  their  defigns  never  could  depend  on 
an  inveftigation  of  principles  ;  but  they  always  took  fanduary  un- 
der certain  words,  which  operated  like  magic  to  effe<5l  tlicir  diaboli- 
cal purpofes.  If  Laco  had  been  on  the  ftage,  in  the  time  of 
witchcraft,  his  demure  deportment,  and  monkifli  aufterity  would 
have  qualified  him  for  the  grand  Sanliedrim  of  judicial  inqui- 
fition  ;  and  if  a  faultering  old  woman  had  been  affrighted  in  his 
prefence,  or  thrown  into  hyfterics  by  his  difgufting  countenance, 
he  would  have  tliought  it  the  higheft  dilplay  of  his  official  integ- 
rity to  condemn  her  to  the  ftake,  or  the  gallows,  for  her  coa- 
▼Hlfions. 
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Your  frequently  ufing  the  v/ord  jacohin.  In  your  publications,  is 
a  clear  evidence  tliat  you  belong  to  that  ignominious  party,  em- 
phatically ftylcd  the  E/Tex  Junto,  or  more  properly  an  jimerican 
Br'tttfb  fadion — For  this  fraternity  does  not  folely  refide  in  Effex,' 
but  it  is  a  poifonous  weed  which  has  propagated  itfelf  throughout 
the  United  States.  The  rooi  is  planted  in  New-York,  and  the 
branches  overfpread  America,  and  contaminate  by  their  peftiferous- 
exhalations  a  few  individuals  in  every  city  and  town  throughout 
the  Union. 

What  a  glorious  harveft  i  America  in  controverfy  with  France  J 
In  controverfy  with  a  nation,  Avho  afllfted  us  when  opprefled  by 
Britain  ;  who  lent  us  money,  when  our  troops  were  naked  and 
familhed  for  want  of  this  neceflary  aid  j  who  fent  hei  fleet,  and 
reinforced  our  army  witli  her  veterans  ;  who  are  now  ading 
over  the  fame  tragedy  in  recovering  their  liberties,  as  was  dif- 
played  on  the  heights  of  Bunker. 

What  a  glorious  harvefi:  !  In  controverfy  with  France,  while 
Britain  is  ftill  purfuing  a  fyllem  of  depredation  en  our  commerce  j 
when  tlieir  iflands  are  thronged  with  American  prizes  ;  when  the 
Thames  is  crowded  with  Britifh  captures  ;  v/hen  their  judges  are 
condemning  tlie  hard-earned  property  of  American  citizens  j  when 
our  feamen  are  imprelTed  on  board  tlieir  navy.  During  this  vio- 
lation of  our  neutral  rights,  how  furprifing  is  it  that  we  have  a 
junto  who  are  advocating  Britilh  lenity  !  apologizing  for  their 
enormities,  and  oppofed  to  a  reconciliation  with  France. 

Yes,  fellow-citizens,  we  have  fuch  a  fadion  in  the  bofom  of 
our  country  :  Men  who  ai-e  the  fupporters  of  Britain  during  their 
violation  of  our  rights,  and  the  plunder  of  our  property.  Their  in- 
fidious  meafures  have  entrapped  us  into  the  wily  machinations  of 
our  implacable  foes.  An  enemy  hath  done  this,  and  this  enemy 
is  no  other  than  a  Factiom,  "  crouching  like  tygers  before  they 
leap." 

In  order,  therefore,  to  defignate  the  party,  let  us  henceforth 
ufe  the  old  appropriate  terms,  Whig  and  Tory. — The  Whigs 
are  thofe  who  have  long  feen,  and  deprecated  the  influence  obtain- 
ed in  this  country,  through  the  operation  of  certain  leading  char- 
a<51:ers.  They  have  been  ftyled  jacobins^  but  they  are  the  real  fup- 
porters of  the  Federal  Confl:itution,  upon  its  ji:Jl  principles.  They 
are  aware  of  the  artful  defigns  of  Britain,  and  have  always  been 
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jealous  of  thefe  tories,  who  have  favoured  their  meafures.  The 
Whigs  (falfcly  ftyled  jacobins)  are  defirous  to  eftabllfh  a  govern- 
ment upon  the  equal  rights  of  the  citizens — economy  in  public 
expenditures — taxes  within  the  ability,  and  agreeable  to  the  cir- 
cumftanccs  of  the  people — a  militia  inftead  of  a  Handing  army— 
a  PEACE  WITH  FRANCE — and  a  national  charadter  as  it  reipefls  all 
the  powers  of  Europe. 

The  Tories  are  oppofed  to  thefe  meafures  ;  but  are  anxious 
to  bring  us  into  a  controverfy  with  France,  and  alliance  with  Eng- 
land. They  are  panting  for  a  standing  army — an  increase  of 
TAXES — a  multiplicity  of  officers  : — In  fhort,  to  bring  us 
within  the  vortex  of  the  Britilh  government,  (which  has  been  de- 
clared as  the  "  moft  llupendous  effort  of  human  wifdom,")  and  to 
copy  all  the  expenfive  fyilems  which  have  nearly  bankrupted  that 
nation.     Such  are  tlae  men  who  oppofe  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

Thefe,  firj  are  my  fentiments  of  a  Junto,  who  are  now,  thank 
God,  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  the  public  ;  and  may  the  vin- 
di^ive  refentment  of  an  injured  people  never  be  fatiated  till  they 
are  placed  in  that  humble  jiat'tm^  in  which  they  have  attempted  to 
deic{fe  tbU  country^ 
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RIGHTS    OF    CONSCIENCE. 

To  the  Author  of  "  The  Jejerfoniad,"  in  the  Centinel. 

X  OUR  principal  charge  againft  Mr.  Jefferfon  is,  tliat  he  is  o{)* 
pofed  to  the  Chrittian  religion.  But  fo  far  from  proving  this,  you 
have  not  produced  one  evidence  to  fuppoit  your  allegaiion.  On 
tlie  contrary,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  his  writings,  he  is  the  advo- 
cate of  that  religion  by  which  Chrift  has  made  us  free.  He  has 
brought  the  whole  fyftem  to  that  point,  through  which  conscience 
is  to  dire<5l  us  in  the  great  bufmefs  of  Salvation,  in  oppolition  to 
impofed  articles  of  faith.  He  has  vindicated  this  primary  princi- 
ple, in  contradiftion  to  tliofe  who  placed  themfelves  in  the  chair  of 
ir.faUihility  ;  in  fome  manner,  as  our  Saviour  did,  in  condemning 
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the  fcribes  and  pharifees  during  his  pilgrirftage  on  earth.  The 
Jewifh  fanhedrim  fet  themfelves  as  the  test  of  religious  Ortho- 
doxy ;  and  every  aft,  which  our  Saviour  did,  was  oppofed  by 
them,  as  fubverting  the  eftabliflied  fyftem  of  Jewifh  religion.  The 
Church  of  England,  in  their  religious  creed,  v.'as  as  juftly  obnox- 
ious to  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  every  catholic  citizen,  as  the  Jewifh  hi- 
erarchy was  to  our  Saviour.  This  hypocritical  junto  were  fligma- 
tizing  THE  Author  o7  cur  Religion  in  the  fa?ne  opprobrious 
manner  as  the  Eifex  junto  now  do  Mr.  Jefferfon.  His  difciples 
were  flyled  men,  "  who  were  turning  the  world  upfide  do^vn.'* 
The  Chief  Pr'iejls.,  Scribes,  and  Pharifees,  were  his  moft  inveterate 
enemies.  They  would  have  crucified  him  much  earlier  than  they 
did,  "  but  for  fear  of  the  people."  The  People  received  him  glad- 
ly, but  the  Chief  Priefis  were  always  inflaming  the  minds  of  the 
multitude,  and  were  the  moft  defperate  foes  he  had  to  encounter. 
The  faft  is,  tire  whole  hiftory  of  our  Saviour  fhows,  the  hypocrify  of 
priefis  and  their  minions.  They  early  combined  againft  him,  and  by 
their  infidious  machinations  drove  Pontius  Pilate  to  condemn  him. 

The  hiftory  of  our  Saviour  fhows  the  dangerous  tendency  of 
Prieficraft.  When  a  country  is  once  brought  under  their  influ- 
ence by  eftabliihed  Tefts,  the  moft  virtuous  part  of  the  community 
fall  a  facrifice  to  their  fanaticifm.  Let  any  man  read  over  the 
New  Teftament,  and  note  down  the  frequent  clamours  of  the 
Chief  Priefis  and  Rulers  againft  our  Saviour,  and  they  will  find, 
that  the  whole  oppofition  to  his  miniftry  was  through  tliis  me- 
dium, and  their  apprehenfions  of  the  dowrfall  of  Diana  of  Ephe- 
fus.  Jildas  received  his  thirty  pieces  of  filver  from  them  ;  and 
every  defperate  meafure  to  enfnare  and  betray  him  was  by  the  fe- 
cret  plottings  of  a  junto,  influenced  by  tlie  immediate  agency  of 
priefts  and  tlieir  fanguinary  myrmidons.  Even  after  he  was  cruci- 
fied, "  the  Chief  Priefts  gave  large  money  to  the  foldiers,"  to  fab- 
ricate a  falfchood  on  his  refurreftion. 

This  has  been  the  cafe  in  all  countries  vc-here  religion  is  eftab- 
liihed by  government.  The  Chuich  of  Rome  has  thus  been  able 
to  rile  to  its  pre-eminence.  The  Church  of  England,  &c.  have 
been  founded  on  the  bafts  of  an  extenfive  hierarchy.  Our  fathers 
fled  from  ccelefiaftical  tyranny  and  their  fons  will  never  fubmit  to 
fuch  degrading  fervitude.  In  Virginia,  before  Mr.  Jefierfon 
illumined  the  mind  iJy  his  writings,  a  difbelief  in  St.  Atlianafius* 
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creed  was  a  crime,  which  nothing  but  the  flames  of  the  (lake  could 
cancel.  Confilcations,  imprlfonments,  whi^^pings,  and  fcourgcs, 
were  the  more  lenient  mcafurcs  to  profelyte  men  to  the  abfurd 
defines  of  ths  Eftablifhed  Syftem.  The  mind  of  the  people  was 
enflaved  Ly  priefts,  and  the  dogmas  of  the  gown  and  furplicc 
were  to  be  equally  obeyed  with  the  oracles  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  who  will  not  revere  the  magnanimity 
and  catholicifm  of  Mr.  JefFerfon  ?  Who  will  not  efteem  him  for 
enlarging  tlie  human  mind  to  contemplate  the  great  fubjeft  of  re? 
ligion  ?  What  American  would  wifli  to  be  enflaved  in  his  con- 
fcience,  and  bound  by  halters  and  gibbets  to  adopt  the  tenets  of  a 
proud  pried,  who  received  an  annual  falary  for  lording  it  over 
Chrift's  lieritage  ?  Such  abfurdities  might  anfwer  in  the  dark 
ages  when  mankind  were  fo  ignorant,  that  a  black  coat,  or  lawn 
fleeves,  were  as  terrific,  as  tlie  thunder  and  lightning  from  Mount 
Sinai.  But,  thank  heaven,  the  world  is  too  enliglitened  to  be 
duped  by  priefts  ;  and  the  people  can  read,  and  determine  on 
facred  things  with  that  liberality  and  corretflnefs  which  fpum  at 
the  leading  fl;rings  of  intereftcd  bigots.  The  days  of  martyrdom 
have  long  fmce  pafled  away,  and  the  torch  of  Smithfield  has» 
thank  God,  been  extinguiflied. 

Not  but  that  the  Clergy  ought  to  be  refpeifted  in  their  profef- 
fion  ;  but  to  fuppofe  that  they  are  to  didlate  tenets,  or  that  any 
fe<fl  is  to  afTume  a  right  to  control  others,  is  an  idea  too  deroga- 
tory to  be  admitted  at  die  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Such 
prepofterous  abfurdities  had  their  effeifl  three  centuries  ago,  but 
we  hope  the  prefent  generation  will  give  an  evidence,  that  they 
have  grown  wifer  than  to  fubfcribc  to  fuch  ignominious  articles  of 
faith.  To  the  honour  of  America,  though  of  late  a  few  clerical 
charadlers  have  difgraced  their  profcflion,  and  defiled  their  gar- 
ments, yet  the  liberality  of  the  Clergy  in  general  cannot  but  excite 
our  veneration.  A  Prince,  Sewall,  Mather,  Colman,  Chauncy, 
Mayhew,  Cooper,  and  a  Clarke,  with  others  now  on  the  ftage,  ftand 
teftimonials  of  their  patriotifm.  Thefe  great  and  good  men  were 
really  champions  in  the  caufe  of  Religious  Freedom,  and  ftood 
fordi  in  oppofition  to  every  arbitrary  fyftcm  to  cnflavc  or  control 
the  rights  of  confcience.  Thefe  are  men  who  would  embrace  Mr. 
jefferfon  with  the  utmoll  cordiality. 
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The  abufive  treatment  given  to  Mr.  Jefferfon  by  you,  Decius, 
and  others,  is  a  proof  of  the  bafenefs  of  your  caufe,  and  the  folly  of 
your  condud:.  I  w^uld  afk,  whether  you  fuppofe  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  will  ever  fubfcribe  to  a  Religious  Teft  ?  Do 
you  exped  that  the  Quakers,  Baptifts,  Congregationalifts,  Univer- 
falifts.  Unitarians,  &c.  will  admit  the  infaUibility  of  any  particular 
Church  ?  Do  you  expedt  that  they  will  join  St.  Athanafius  in  his 
anathemas  ? — You  may  pretend  to  talk  about  Mr.  Je^erfon's  infi- 
delity, but  your  whole  charge  againft  him  amounts  to  this,  that  he 
reprobates  in  his  writings,  the  impofitions  on  the  various  profeffions 
which  diifer  from  the  Englifh  hierarchy  and  fupremacy.  Do  you 
mean  to  contraft  Mr.  Jefferfon  with  Mr.  Adams  ?  Do  you  wifh 
to  infmuate,  that  Mr.  Adams  is  in  favour  of  a  Religious  Teft,  as 
a  national  eftablifliment  ?  While  you  condemn  Mr.  Jefferfon  for 
his  cathplicifm,  are  you  defirous  to  reprefent  Mr.  Adams  as  the 
advocate  of  an  arbitrary  church  dtfcipline  ?  In  plain  words,  are  you 
for  an  Inquifition  ?  Let  us,  Decius,  underftand  the  objed  you 
are  aiming  to  accomplifli.  Are  you  daring  enough  to  fay,  that 
Mr.  Jefferfon  is  unfit  for  Prefident,  becaufe  he  is  a  friend  to  the  rights 
o/" CONSCIENCE,  and  that  Mr.  Adams  ought  to  be  chofen,  becaufe 
he  is  determined,  during  his  adminiftration,  to  adopt  a  national 
religious  platformi  ?  Are  you  arrogant  enough  to  afTert  this  ?-— 
But  whether  you  do,  or  not,  the  application  of  your  arguments 
amounts  to  it.  You  fay,  that  Mr.  Jefferfon  is  oppofed  to  a  Re- 
ligious Teft,  and,  being  fo,  is  not  worthy  the  Chair  of  Prefident. 
Does  it  not  then  follow,  by  a  parity  of  reafoning,  that  Mr.  Adams 
is  in  favour  of  a  Religious  Teft,  and  therefore  is  worthy  of  it  ? 

Your  arguments,  Decius,  prove  fo  much  againft  yourfelf,  that 
it  is  needlefs  to  cxpofe  them.  You  attempt  to  calumniate  Mr. 
Jefferfon,  but  what  you  fay  in  oppofition  to  him,  if  intended  to 
apply  in  vindication  of  Mr.  Adams,  is  greatly  unfavourable  to 
him.  For  his  honour  and  reputation,  I  hope  fuch  an  application 
will  not  be  made.  Would  a  Quaker,  Baptift,  Congregational! ft, 
Univerfahft,  Unitarian,  vote  for  Mr.  Adams,  if  they  fuppofed  that 
what  you  alleged  againft  Mr.  Jefferfon  was  approved  by  him  ? 
Are  you  fo  ignorant  as  to  think,  while  you  are  condemning  Mr. 
Jefferfon  for  giving  every  fed  the  freedoni  of  confcience,  that  you 
are  helping  Mr.  Adams  by  fuggeftmg  that  he  is  oppofed  to  tliis 
privilege  ?       However  you  may  cloak  your  dcfigns,  yet,  upoo 
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fair  ground,  drawn  from  your  own  premifes,  the  conclufion  if,  tha^ 
you  are  in  favour  of  Mr.  Adams  in  expeiflation  of  fuch  an  event. 

As  a  friend,  Decius,  I  would  advife  you  to  defifl  from  profccut- 
ing  your  publications  ;  for  depend  on  it,  your  arguments  are  injur- 
ing, ratlier  than  favouring  Mr.  Adams.  You  will  foon  raife  an 
oppofition  from  a  quarter  you  little  fufpeft,  and  their  clamours 
Y/iU  arife  from  thofe  documents  which  yourfelf  have  famiflied. 

An  injudicious  friend,  is  the  worft  enemy  ; — and  you  may  reft 
aflured,  Decius,  that  your  publications  will  go  farther  towards  the 
ekdion  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  tlian  any  hitherto  exhibited  to  the  public. 
You  have  fo  unfkilfully  wielded  your  weapon,  that  it  will  finally 
recoil  upon  yourfelf.  Mr.  Adams's  friends  will  curfe  you,  and  Mr. 
Jefferfon's  friends  will  iajtgb  at  you.  You  will  become  the  fport, 
not  of  a/mrt//,  but  of  a  large  party,  "  at  a  future  day."  You  will 
find,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  numbers,  that  you  have  fui-niflied  mc 
with  weapons  to  lay  you,  and  your  deteftable  junto,  proftrate. 
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PLOTS  !     PLOTS  !     PLOTS  1 
To  the  Author  of  *\Tie  Jefcrfomad^'  in  the  Cent'meh 

X  OUR  lucubrations  have  become  fo  deficient,  both  in  argument 
and  decency,  that  even  to  notice  tliem  requires  an  apology  to  the 
public,  your  obf<:rvations  are  unworthy  a  ferious  refutation  ;  but 
at  prcfent  I  fliall  make  ufe  of  you,  as  a  common  fewer,  to  carry  off 
the  filth,  which  has  been  coUefdng  under  the  aufpices  of  a  defpc- 
rate  tory  junto.  They  have  become,  in  a  political  fenfe,  as  det 
trudive  as  the  yellow  fever,  and  require  a  national  "  board  of  healthy* 
to  purge  the  country  of  their  peftiferous  infeftion. 

Though  my  numbers  are  addrelfed  to  you,  yet  I  would  not 
flatter  you  fo  far,  as  to  lead  you  to  fufpe(5l  that  I  confidercd  your 
remarks  on  Mr.  Jefferfon  as  having  a  tendency  to  leffcn  his  char- 
after — They  favour  too  much  of  the  eflence  of  Billingfgate  to  ex- 
cite the  attention  of  the  candid  ;  and  are  too  deficient  in  argu- 
ment to  profclyte  any  man  ytho  values  his  literary  reputation. 
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Leaving  you,  Decius,  out  of  the  queftion,  1  fhall  go  on  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  variety  of  meafures  adopted  by  the  tory  junto  in 
this  country,  for  the  four  years  paft,  are  worthy  the  particular 
confi deration  of  the  Whigs,  at  the  prefent  crifis.  Every  contri- 
vance which  flratagem  could  devlfe,  or  intrigue  fabricate,  has  been 
fraudulently  pradifed  on  the  unfufpicious  citizens,  to  eiFe(5l  their 
bafe  purpofes  ;  a  deep-laid  fyllem  of  deception  has  been  purfued, 
and  the  mofl  low  tricks  ufed,  to  intimidate  the  cautious,  and  terri- 
fy the  ignorant.  Every  little  dirty  manoeuvre  has  been  fo  artfully 
managed,  that  the  paltry  eflPorts  of  a  fadion  have  fucceeded  to  ac- 
complifh  a  temporary  advantage.  At  one  time,  a  Tub-Plot  was 
founded  as  the  tocfm  throughout  the  United  States.  The  terror 
was  fo  univerfal,  that  every  old  woman  expeAed  to  find  treafon 
and  rebellion  wrapped  up  in  a  bundle  of  linen  ;  and  the  contents 
of  a  nvn/htng-tub  were  infpedVed  with  as  much  accuracy,  as  the 
entrails  of  birds  and  beads  in  the  days  of  augury. 

Tills  tub  mania  operated  with  wonderful  fnccefs,  till  at  length 
it  gave  way  to  a  more  myfterious  Tailor-Plot.  To  ufe  a  vul- 
gar exprefflon,  "  the  devil  was  to  pay  among  the  tailors."  All 
the  crofi-legg'd  fraternity  (as  if  touched  with  tlie  wand  of  Har- 
lequin) were  cried  down,  as  being  employed  to  make  uniforms  for 
an  army  of  jacobins,  who  were  (it  was  faid)  to  join  the  French 
on  theii  landing  in  America.  This  induflrious  thread-and-needk 
brotherhood  were  generally  fufpeeied  to  be  in  league  with  France, 
to  aid  Bonaparte  in  his  defcent  on  the  United  States.  Every  tai- 
lor's fliop  in  Philadelphia  was  confidered  as  "  pregnant  with 
evils"  as  the  belly  of  the  Trojan  horfe  ;  and  was  viewed  as  tlie 
rendezvous  of  a  banditti,  of  "  wild  Iri/hmen,"  who  had  cnlifted  in 
the  fervLce  of  the  French  Diredory.  The  tailor'plot  was  fo  terrific, 
that,  inftead  of  beholding  bonejl  Buclram,  nine  degrees  lelotu  par,  he 
was  magnified  to  a  political  FalftafF ;  his  needle  an  Herculean 
wand  ;  and  his  fhears  a  guillotine,  befmeared  with  the  blood  of 
martyr'd  fcderalifts.  Little  David,  witli  his  fling  and  ftone,  was 
not  fo  formidable  to  Goliah,  as  the  tailors  in  Philadelphia,  with 
their  goofe  and  bodkin,  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
— Thus  were  thofe  honeft,  induflrious  citizens  lligmatized  by  a 
junto,  as  the  enemies  of  their  country. 

The  tailor-plot,  however,  parted  over  as  harmlefs  as  tlie  morn- 
ing djew,  and  the  next  fcene  prcfented  was  a  Lady-Plot.     In  t^^I^ 
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part  of  the  tory  drama,  every  danger  was  apprehended.  A 
woman  !  a  woman  !  was  all  the  cry.  A  French  man  and  a 
French  ivoman^  tub-plots,  and  tailors,  were  reprefented  as  forming 
an  alliance  of  the  moft  formidable  nature  ;  a  woman  was  to  fet 
fire  to  the  magazine,  and  the  PrefiJent,  Senate,  and  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives,  with  the  Hon.  Theodore  Sedgwick  at  their  head, 
were  to  (hare  the  fate  of  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  under  tlic 
fatal  e.tplofioH  of  Guy  Faux,  with  his  dark  lanthom.  The  whole 
government  of  the  United  States  was  to  afcend  towards  Heaven 
in  columns  of  fmoke,  afid  the  Conftituted  Authorities  were  to  rife 
to  the  fame  elevation  iii  chariots  of  fire. 

Thefe  feveral  Plots,  however,  did  not  futceed  fo  fully,  as  to  an- 
fwer  the  purpofes  of  the  tory  fadtion.  At  length,  Mr.  Harper 
contrived  to  tie  a  Itindle  of  plots  together,  which  he  emphatically 
chriftened  "  Clues  to  Conspiracies."  He  exhibited  them  to 
Congrefs,  in  as  much  order  as  a  Connefticut  trader  would  a  bunch 
of  onions.  As  occafions  offered,  he  Could  wftiJ  off  a  flcein  of 
"  Clues,"  with  as  much  facility  as  a  country  girl  would  a  ikein  of 
ftocking-yarn.  Thefe  "  Clues  to  Confpiracies"  were  advertifed  in 
Fenno's,  Porcupine's,  and  fome  modell  papers  in  Bofton,  as  dif^ 
coveries  which  would  inevitably  blow  up  the  jacobins.  The  tones 
were  on  tip-toe  to  fee  the  whole  club  in  the  air  ;  and  were  as  plea* 
fed  with  the  idea,  as  ever  the  Duke  of  York  was,  to  find  himfelf 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  French  army.  "  Harper's  Clues,"  how- 
ever, foon  became  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a  vifion,  and  he  and 
his  fupporters  funk  into  that  contempt,  which  their  folly  and  igno- 
rance merited. 

Plots  !  plots  !  at  length  loft  tlieir  efficacy.  The  people  got 
wearied  out  with  fuch  nonfenfe  and  abfurdities  ;  and  the  tory  jun- 
to, being  baffled  in  their  projeds,  had  recourfe  at  lafl  to  the  defpi- 
cable  infignia  of  a  Cockade.  In  this  part  of  the  farce,  they  ap- 
peared more  ridiculous  than  ever.  To  fee  a  group  of  old  men, 
fwaggering  through  the  flreets,  en  miliiuire  ;  and  a  clufter  of  boys, 
ilnging  the  formic/able  ditty  of 

"  When  I  ivas  a  little  boy,  my  mother  kept  me  Wf 
But  noiu  I  am  a  great  boy,  Pm  Jit  to  ferxe  the  kingy* 

Intcrfperfed  with  a  few  draggling  negroes ;  with  a  huge  throng  (t« 
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fill  up  the  chafm)  of  fycophants,  who  were  courling  public  favour, 
exhibited  a  fcene  which  naturally  excited  the  laughter  and  pity  of 
every  confiderate  citizen.  This  cocKAOE-iufluenza  was  rather 
harmlefs,  as  folly  was  the  only  cenfpicuous  trait  which  marked  its 
progrefs — Only  one  blot  remains  on  it,  which  was,  the  cowardly 
adlion  of  tearing  a  tri-coloured  one  from  the  hat  of  an  invalid 
Frenchman  ;  but  as  we  know  the  man  and  his  co-adjutors,  who 
were  guilty  of  this  difgraceful  aiflion,  it  is  an  apology  for  the  ftig* 
ma  attending  the  tranfaiftion. 

The  tory  junto,  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufmefs,  got  to  their  ne  plus 
ultra  ;  ingenuity  was  exhaufled.  They  flood  at  bay  for  fome 
time,  till  they  hit  upon  an  expedient  to  roufe  tlieir  drooping  fpir- 
its.  Religion  !  Religion  !  was  in  danger  ;-— an  Illuminati  was 
about  to  darken  the  Chriftian  world  ;— Deifm,  Atheifm,  and  every 
other  evil  was  about  to  take  place  among  mankind.  Some  of  the 
reverend  Do(ftors  of  Divinity  were  on  fire  to  extirpate  the  perni- 
cious Society  ;  and  they  wrote  In  the  public  papers  fo  many  ab- 
furdities,  that  all  their  rbapfodies  became  the  fubjed  of  ridicule, 
and  themfelves  the  obje(Ss  of  derifion. 

Thus,  for  thefe  four  yeats  paft,  have  the  citizens  of  tlie  United 
States  been  impofed  on  by  a  tory  faftlon.  Alarftis,  terror,  tbreat- 
enings,  and  fraud,  have  been  the  weapons  by  which  they  have  at 
failed  the  good  fenfe  of  tlie  people.  Every  fpecies  of  impofition 
has  been  pradifed  to  accomplifh  their  wicked  purpofes  :  thofe 
whom  they  could  not  coax  they  intimidated,  and  thofe  they  could 
not  intimidate  they  coaxed.  They  have  purfued  fo  deteftable  a  fyir 
tern,  that  they  have  been  afraid  and  afliamed  to  encounter  thofe 
who  had  fpirit  and  refolutlon  to  challenge  them  to  an  explicit  con- 
teft.  They  have  a<5i:ed  tlie  pait  of  aflaffins  towards  tlieir  oppo- 
nents, by  attempting,  In  an  infidious  manner,  to  injure  them  in 
their  bufinefs,  and  afpeife  their  characters.  No  mcafure,  however 
bafe  and  infamous,  has  been  negleded  by  tliis  defperatc  junto,  to 
raife  themfdvesy  and  deprefs  others.  But,  thank  God,  tliey  are  fruf- 
trated  in  their  defigns  ;  and  we  truft  in  heaven,  that  the  time  will 
foon  arrive,  when  the  perfidy  of  fuch  adverfaries  will  be  as  con- 
Iplcuous  to  the  public  as  their  bafcnefs  is  defpifed  by  their  op- 
ponents. ,, 

Plots,  Illuminati,  Ocean  maflacres,  &c.  having  loft  their  effica- 
cy, the  tory  fadlion  are  now  watching  the  motion  of  the  waters  in 
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the  enfuing  elc<Jlion  for  Prcfident.  Their  laft  refourci  is,  to  ca- 
lumniate Mr.  JefFerfon  as  an  enemy  to  the  Chriftian  religion.  The 
fame  perfons  who  have  hitherto  deceived  the  citizens  about  tub- 
plots — who  have  propagated  the  lie  of  the  Ocean  mafTacrc,  are 
now  bufy  in  fcandalizing  Mr.  JefFerfon.  They  have  worn  out  ev- 
ery other  falfehood,  and  are  now  reduced  to  the  miferable  fubter- 
fuge  of  calling  him  an  athcift.  The  fadl  is,  Mr.  JefFerfon  in  his  wri- 
tings vindicates  the  right  of  eonfcience  on  the  fu^eS  of  rettgiony  while 
his  antagonills  are  planning  in  conclave,  to  creft  a  national 
hierarchy,  to  control  and  tyrannize  over  every  other  religious  efta- 
blifhment.  This  muft  be  the  cafe,  otherwife  it  is  impoflible  that 
fo  much  virulence  Ihould  appear  againft  him,  for  attempting  to 
place  every  feft  on  an  equal  footing.  Judge  then,  fellow-citizens, 
between  Mr.  JeflFerfon  and  his  opponents. 

The  deceptions  -^^hich  have  been  pradtlfed  on  the  public,  and 
the  falfe hoods  propagated  by  thofe  whofe  duty  it  is  to  fludy  the 
TRUTH,  have  had  a  great  tendency  to  deftroy  the  morals  of  the 
people,  and  to  render  them  inattentive  to  the  precepts  of  the  gof- 
pel.  When  they  find  fo  many  of  the  Clergy  deceiving  them  with 
foolifh  political  tales,  the  people  begin  to  doubt  the  validity  of 
thofe  doftrines  xrhich  they  preach  and  enjoin.  When  they  obferve 
more  zeal  to  propagate  political,  than  evangelical  principles,  the 
people  fufpe(ft,  that  die  apparent  fanclity  of  fuch  Clergymen  is 
more  a  cloak  of  hypocrify,  than  a  garb  of  piety  ;  more  efpecially 
W'hen  they  find,  that  falfehoods  delivered  in  the  pulpit  are  not 
redlified  even  after  the  preacher  is  convinced  of  the  fallacy  of  his 
affertion.  Common  honefly  dilates  to  a  certain  Reverend  Doftor, 
tiiat  he  oUght  to  acknowledge  his  error  on  the  Ocean  mafTacre.  It 
is  to  be  feared,  tliat  a  few  overheated  ecclefiaflic  partizans,  have 
done  more  injury  to  the  caufe  of  Religion,  than  all  the  deillical  or 
atheillical  writers  either  in  France,  England,  or  America.  A  few 
leading  Clergymen  have  fhown  fuch  an  intolerant  fpirit — have 
a(5ted  and  preached  with  a  temper  fo  unbecoming  the  mild  catliolic 
precepts  of  the  gofpel,  that  many  ferious  perfons  have  become  fo 
far  difaffefted,  as  to  neglevSt  an  attendance  on  public  worfhip.  The 
pulpit  in  many  inftances  has  been  a  political  theatre,  and  days  fct 
apart  for  religious  worfhip,  have  been  converted  to  party  rant,  and 
defamation.  The  fociety  inftead  of  being  entertained  or  inRru4l<4 
K 


74  Thaiihgtvtng  Sermoni.  No.  XVII, 

in  matters  of  religion,  have  been  enraged  againft  each  other  by 
the  inflammatory  dogmas  of  the  preacher. 

This  fubjedl  is  fo  copious,  I  fliall  appropriate  another  number 
for  a  moreferious  difcufliion. 
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DR.    MORSE    ON  THANKSGIVING    AND  FAST    SERMONS. 

VV  HILE  confidering  the  "  decn-j  of  religion  and  moraht^f^^  fo 
generally  complained  of  among  the  enemies  to  Mr.  JefFerfon,  it  is 
proper  to  infert  the  following  quotation  from  Dr.  Morfe's  Geogra- 
phy, which  may  lead  us  to  judge  of  one  caufe  of  their  decline — viz» 
•*  There  is  one  diftinguifhing  charaBeriftic  in  the  religious  char- 
aBer  of  the  f)eople  of  New-England,  which  we  muft  not  emit  to- 
mention,  and  that  is  tlie  cuftom  of  annually  celebrating  Fasts  and 
Thanksgiving-Days.  This  pious  cuftom  originated  with  our 
venerable  anceftors,  the  firft  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  has  been 
handed  down  as  facred  through  fucceilive  generations  of  their  pof- 
terity.  A  cuftom  fo  rational,  and  fo  happily  calculated  to  cherijb 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  a  fenfe  of  their  dependance  on  the  great 
Benefactor  of  the  world,  for  all  his  bleflings,  it  is  hoped  will 
ever  be  facredly  preferved." 

A  fentime»t  of  this  kind,  coming  from  the  Do6tor,  it  is  natural 
to  fuppofe  would  have  had  a  proper  effed  on  his  mind  on  thofe 
anniverfaries.  Inftead  of  leading  his  audience  to  fpeculative  points 
of  politics,  in  his  faft  and  thankfgiving  fermons,  we  might  expeft 
that  his  difcourfes  would  have  a  tendency  "  to  cheri/hy  in  the  minds 
cf  the  people^  a  fnfe  of  their  dependance  on  the  great  Benefactor 
ef  the  world,  for  all  bis  blejfings."  Inftead  of  becoming  a  fiery 
zealot  as  a  politician,  we  fhould  conje<fl«re  he  would  have  beea 
more  confpicuous  as  a  divine.  His  fermons,  on  tliefe  occafions, 
have  been  more  calculated  to  light  up  the  torch  of  perfecution, 
than  to  inculcate  the  benevolent  principles  of  the  gofpel  ;  they 
have  been  more  congenial  with  the  anathemas  of  a  pope,  than  the 
mild  perfuafions  of  a  difciple  of  our  Saviour.     He  has  not  only 

wrote  fermons  to  preach,  but  has  increafed  them  to  an  enormous 
bulk,  for  publication.     His  appendix  has  fometimes  beea  longer  than 
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his  original  dilcourfes  ;  and  the  advertifements, /jr  the  f ale  of  them ^ 
feemed  more  calculated  to  inflair.e  the  community,  and  to  fct 
neighbours  at  variance,  than  to  promote  that  peace  aiid  good  will 
which  are  inculcated  in  the  fcriptures.  His  pretended  lift  of  lUu- 
minati,  containing  a  number  of  outlandlfh  names,  may  have  excit- 
ed the  curiofity  of  the  public,  fo  as  to  make  it  a  catch-fenny  ivork^ 
but  how  far  the  impofition  balanced  the  profit,  is  left  for  him  to 
determine.  An  intolerant  ecclefiaftic,  is  of  all  chara<5lers  the  mod 
to  be  dreaded  ;  not  that  I  would  judge  too  illiberally  of  the  Doc- 
tor's intentions  ;  but  if  any  thing  has  been  publifhed  by  him,  as  a 
FACT,  which  afterwards  turned  out  an  egregious  falfehood^  he  is 
bound  in  duty  (as  an  honeft  man)  to  make  a  public  confeflion 
of  his  crime.  As  a  Chrijl'ian  teacher  he  would  not  wifti  to  give  cir- 
culation to  fo  barbarous  a  ftory  as  the  Ocean  maflacre,  under  all 
the  fanftity  of  a  pulpit  performance,  and  yet  be  backward  to  ac- 
knowledge the  fi^Jfity  of  the  narrative.  As  a  clergyman,  who  is  giv- 
ing, in  his  Geography,  a  "  diftinguifhing  charafteriftic  of  tlie  peor 
pie  of  New-England,  in  their  obferyance  of  fafts  and  thankfgivings, 
which  (he  fays)  "  is  fo  happily  calculated  to  cherilh  a  fenfe  of  our 
dependance  on  the  Great  Benefactor  of  the  world,"  it  cannot 
be  fuppofed  that  he  would  be  defirous  to  blaft  fuch  an  inftitution, 
by  printing  a  fermon  on  this  occafion  containing  a  falfehood  of  the 
blacked  nature.  If  he  is  honeft  (as  no  doubt  he  is)  we  candidly 
hope  that  this  Reverend  Divine  will,  ere  long,  make  an  humble 
confeflion  of  his  fault,  and  publicly  retradl  every  obferyation  which 
he  has  made  on  this  fabricated  ftory.  This  condudl  would  be  hon- 
ourable, and  I  cannot  but  pleafe  myfelf  that  he  will  foon  give  this 
fpecimen  of  his  integrity.  Many  of  his  friends  have  expelled  to 
fee  it  in  print  before  this  time  ;  but  an  apology  has  been  given,  that 
his  various  other  car^s,  ii)  coUedling  materials  for  his  Geography, 
&c.  have  hitherto  prevented  its  appearance. 

Thefc  remarks  on  the  Reverend  Dodor  would  not  have  been  £q 
particular,  had  he  not  fignalizcd  himfclf  fo  often  in  political  con- 
troverfies,  apd  publiftied  fo  many  hard  things  againft  others.  But, 
as  reajon  is  noiu  taking  place  of  declamation,  it  is  beft  to  bring  him 
to  that  point,  in  which  he  may  fliew  his  fincerity  to  the  beft  advanr 
tage.  The  times  require  an  explicit  conduft  ;  and,  in  order  to  try 
the  validity  of  profeflions,  an  appeal  fhould  be  made  to  the  con- 
fciences  of  thofe  who  profefs  to  take  "  Truth  for  their  guide,"  apd 
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Religion  "for  their  obje<fl.'*  Thetouchftone  of  religion  is,  to  ac- 
knowledge a  fault  after  having  committed  it.  Chanty  may  cover 
a  multitude  of  fms,  but  cannot  hide  the  deformity  of  wilfully  per- 
llfting  in  error.  A  m.an  muft  caft  out  the  beam  in  his  owti  eye, 
before  he  attempts  to  pull  out  the  mote  which  is  in  his  brother's 
eye.  Unlefs  this  is  done,  it  will  not  do  to  talk  about  Illuminati, 
deifm,  atheifm,  or  the  decay  of  religion,  &c.  Firft  let  him  fhew  his 
own  veracity,  and  he  will  then  feel  a  confidence  in  judging  on 
other  men's  faults.  If  fuch  an  error  had  been  committed  in  his 
Geography,  he  would  have  been  bound  in  duty  to  reftify 
the  miftake  ;  and,  in  candour  to  the  Doiftor,  it  muft  be  acknowl- 
edged that  he  wifhes  to  ftand  with  equal  reputation  as  an  evangel' 
ical,  and  as  a  geographical  author.  Will  calumniating  Mr.  Jeffer-r 
fon,  as  an  infidel,  atone  for  the  impiety  of  afFrontlng  the  Supreme 
Being,  by  returning  thanks,  "  that  though  we  have  loft  a  Wajhlng- 
ton,  yet  we  ftill  have  an  Hamilton"  ?  Hypocrify  itlelf  muft  blulh, 
at  fuch  duplicity. 

The  mode,  in  which  our  Faft  and  Thankfgiving  Days  has 
of  late  been  celebrated,  by  fome  of  the  Clergy,  has  had  a  tenden- 
cy to  deftroy  that  religious  charader,  which  diftinguifhed  our 
venerable  anceftors.  Thofe  days  originated  from  that  pure  prin- 
ciple which  ought  ever  to  govern  a  people  profeffing  godlinefs. 
They  were  fet  apart  for  the  exprefs  purpofe,  'f  to  cherljh  In  the  minds 
of  the  people  afenfe  of  their  dependance  on  the  Supreme  Being."  But 
if  we  examiue  the  feripons,  preached  for  four  or  five  years  back, 
how  gfreatly  deficient  are  they  on  this  point  ?  The  people  have  af- 
fembled  on  thofe  occafions,  but  how  fmall  a  part  of  the  feimons 
has  been  direfterf  to  this  purpofe  ?  Politics,  inftead  of  religion, 
has  generally  been  the  theme  for  contemplation.  The  mind  of 
the  audience,  inftead  of  being  folemnized  to  adore  the  Supreme 
Being  for  all  his  mercies,  has  been  convulfed  with  party  contro- 
verfies.  The  preacher,  in  many  inftances,  has  exhibited  more  the 
attitude  of  a  dlBator,  than  the  folemn  deportment  of  aChriftian  min- 
ifter.  The  congregation  has  been  greatly  difturbed  by  the  incon- 
fiderate  behaviour  of  the  prieft  ;  and  the  fociety  have  feparated 
■with  as  much  perfonal  irritation,  as  if  they  had  been  attending  an 
eleiftionecring  town-meeting.  Faft  and  Thankfgiving  Days  have 
been  converted  to  days  of  ftrifi,  and  the  focial  circles  have  often 
t)een  rendered  difagrceable  by  the  difgufting  conduft  and  political 
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dogmas  of  a  vindidive  bigot.  The  Great  Bihefactok  of 
THE  World  has  been  but  a  fecondary  objed,  and  the  nonet  of 
nun  have  been  oftener  jnentioned  than  the  name  of  God,  or  Jf  is 
Christ.  The  fadl  is,  fuch  an  outrageous  impuUe  has  been  i.^.  u- 
ed,  that  fome  perfons  could  fcarcely  walk  tlie  ftreets  without  being 
infulted.  Fall  and  thankfgiving  fermons  were  made  political  en- 
gines to  propagate  particular  I'entiments.  They  became  a  mere 
traffic,  and  were  hawked  about  the  ftreets  like  play-bills  or  quack- 
medicines.  The  papers  were  filled  with  advertifements  of  fad 
and  thankfgiving  fermons  ;  the  clergy  fcemed  embodied,  and  the 
prefs  groaned  with  new  editions  of  Morfe,  Ofgood,  and  Dwight, 
and  even  a  Gardner  vented  his  venomous  fplccn,  Ihrouded  within 
the  pale  of  the  fanduary.  Fall  and  tliankfgiving  days  were  days 
of  political  controverfy  ;  fome  of  the  clergy  took  the  field,  and 
their  pulpits  mounted  as  many  guns  as  a  firft.  rate  man-of-war. 
The  pews  of  certain  individuals  were  fo  particularly  aimed  at,  that 
the  perfons  were  almoil  obliged  to  i-aife  a  hredjl-ivorl-y  to'  fcrcen 
tihemfelves  from  their  clerical  aifailantsi,  Fad  and  thankfgiving  days 
were,  in  a  great  meaiure,  aifunied  as  the  privileged  [uriods,  when 
fiery  zealots  arraigned  theii  congregations,  to  receive  a  Icntence  of 
condemnation  for  the  deeds  done  as  citizens  and  freemen  ;  the  cul- 
prits were  fummoned,  and  the  reverend  judge  inflided  his  punifh- 
ment,  under  all  the  terror  which  naturally  attaches  itfelf  to  a 
facerdotal  anathema.  When  the  congregation  was  difmifled,  in- 
ftead  of  hearing  any  thing  which  related  to  the  bufmcfs  of  the 
gofpel,  each  one  went  away  "  ivagging  h'u  heady"  and  iiifulting  his 
political  antagonill.  Amidft  this  torrent  of  political  phren/.y,  to 
the  honour  of  many  gentlemen  in  the  profeflion,  they  omhtcd  poli* 
tics,  and  led  their  audience  to  adore  that  Being,  by  whom  all 
blefllngs  come. 

I  would  not  be  thought  unreafonably  fevere  in  my  remarks,  but 
I  can  apf)cal  to  my  fellow-citizens  for  the  truth  of  them.  In  a 
cool  moment  it  is  beft  to  recapitulate  thefe  circumftanccs,  as  reflec- 
tions on  the  unwarrantable  behaviour  of  fame  Clergymen,  may  be 
of  fervice  to  them  in  their  future  conduft  ;  neither  do  I  wifh  to 
cenfure  them  too  rafhly,  but  when  they  have  been  guilty  of  fuch 
improprieties,  a  plain  ftatement  of  their  "  zeal  without  know- 
ledge," may  lead  them  to  a  reformation^  if  not  to  repentance.  If 
their  feelings  are  hurt  by  a  rcvifion  of  their  proceedings,  how  do 
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they  think  thofe  whom  they  have  cenfured  were  able  to  ftan^  the 
ordeal  of  their  vindidtive  decifions  ?  It  is  but  a  fair  retaliation, 
that  they  fhould  receive  a  few  of  thofe  lalhes  which  they  have  fo 
unmercifully  bellowed  on  others. 

The  proftitution  of  Faft  and  Thankfglving  days,  from  thofe 
pure  principles  which  a^uated  our  pious  forefathers,  has  been  a 
primary  caufe  of  the  decay  of  religion.  The  people  in  too  many 
inflances  have  found  them  ufed  by  the  clergy  to  improper  purpofes. 
The  minds  of  the  aged  have  been  foured  and  imbittered,  while  the 
young  have  been  led  to  contemplate  them  only  as  fet  apart  for  po- 
litical controverfy.  Inftead  of  piety  and  devotion,  politics  have 
been  confidered  as  the  fubjecl  to  arreft  the  public  attention,  which 
naturally  excited  an  indifference  and  inattention  to  every  religious 
confideration.  The  worfiiip  of  the  Supreme  Being,  has  fcarcely 
formed  a  trait  of  our  public  difcourfes  ;  inftead  of  adoring  him,  we 
have  blafted  the  French  Diredlory — inftead  of  returning  him  thanks, 
we  have  abufed  each  other — inftead  of  praying  for  a  blefling,  we 
have  curfed  thofe  who  differed  from  us.  Society  almoft  feemed 
rent  afunder  ;  contentions  and  bickerings,  inftead  of  love  and 
unity,  were  too  often  the  produftions  of  thofe  folemn  ceremonies. 
Why  then  are  we  to  look  to  French  philofophy,  or  Mr.  Jefferfon's 
writings,  for  the  decay  of  religion  ?  Let  us  look  at  home,  and  in- 
quire whether  the  Laiije  has  not  arifen  among  ottrfehes,  and  from  a 
fource,  from  which  we  had  a  right  to  expeft  better  things.  Relig- 
ion is  conftruded  of  the  pureft  and  moft  refined  materials  ;  an  unfkil- 
ful  profeffor,  though  placed  in  a  confpicuous  ftation,  may  deftroy  its 
comelinefs  and  defonn  its  features :  it  requires  the  moft  delicate  man- 
agement, otherwife  it  receives  more  incurable  wounds  from  its  advo- 
cates, than  fronj  its  moft  inveterate  enemies.  The  garb  of  religion  is 
of  the  moft  exquifite  texture,  and  it  may  eafily  be  torn  afunder  by 
thofe  who  attempt  to  wear  it.  A  fiery  zealot,  in  lighting  up  tlae 
torch  to  enforce  it,  endangers  the  fyftem  to  a  general  conflagra- 
tion. The  mild  precepts  of  our  Saviour  is  the  oil  which  bums  in 
the  lamp,  and  thofe  who  purfue  a  different  courfe  are  tiie  *'  foolifh 
virgins"  who  are  deftitute  of  this  vivifying  ingredient.  Though 
fuch  perfons  may  fay,  "  I  have  eaten  and  drank  in  thy  prefence," 
yet  the  denunciation,  "  depart  from  me,"  will  fall  on  thofe  who 
have  violated  tlieir  facred   fundions,  and  proftituted  tliem   to 
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worldly  purpofcs.  VThilfl:  the  benevolent  principles  which  are  in- 
culcated by  Mr.  JefFeifon,  to  give  every  man  the  right  of  confciencet 
will  be  applauded,  the  fanatic  reviler,  who  is  willing  to  tortur<f 
a  man  into  his  own  creed,  will  be  reprobated  as  an  impoftor,  and 
an  enemy  both  to  God  and  man.  May  the  religious  of  every  fed 
think  on  thefe  things. , 
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CATHOLICISM. 

To  the  Author  of  «  The  Jeffirfoniady"  in  the  Centinel. 

XF  our  newfpapers  Were  confined  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  there  would  be  no  occafion  to  anfwer  the  many  grofs  ob- 
furdities  which  appear  againft  Mr.  JeEFerfon.  But  as  they  circu- 
late in  Europe,  fome  reply  is  necefTary  to  remove  the  ftigma 
which  otherways  might  be  attached  to  them.  A  gentleman  who 
has  for  fo  many  years  received  the  honours  of  his  country,  and 
been  fo  highly  refpedled  by  his  fellow-citizens,  cannot  at  this  time 
require  the  afliftance  of  his  friends  to  vindicate  his  reputation.  Ac 
the  trying  period  of  our  revolution,  he  flood  confpicuous  both  as 
a  patriot  and  ftatefman.  Among  the  worthies  which  adorn  the 
pages  of  the  American  hiftory,  his  name  is  enrolled  with  diftin- 
guilhed  approbation  and  applaufe.  Ever  uniform  and  confident 
with  tliofe  republican  principles  which  fuflaincd  America  during 
her  conflidl  with  Britain,  he  has  now  brought  on  himfelf  the  curfes 
of  APOSTATE  luhigs,  and  the  anathemas  of  profefTed  tories.  Thefe 
men  ficken  at  his  virtues,  efpecially  thofe,  who  are  bafking  under 
the  funlhine  of  Iwrative  officesy  and  are  fharing  a  large  proportion 
of  the  money  ariflng  from  the  taxes  of  the  people.  The  degenerate 
fans  of  freedom,  are  appalled  at  his  magnanimity,  and  view  with  af- 
tonifhmcnt,  that  he  has  not,  like  themfelves,  facriflced  his  political 
integrity,  to  his  perfonal  emolument.  A  Samuel  Adams,  and  a 
Thomas  Jefferfon  ftand  on  that  eminence  of  political  reftitude, 
which  dillinguifhed  tliem  before  the  pecuniary  means  of  govern- 
ment had  a  charm  to  violate  their  former  profeffions.  They  flill 
view  the  people  as  entitled  to  rights  of  which  no  conftitutcd  au- 
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thority  can  difaiin  thern,  and  they  feel  thofe  attachments  to  pre- 
ferve  the  liberty  of  die  citizens,  which  led  them  to  defend  it  againft 
Britain,  and  her  tory  fatellites.  Honour,  and  diftindions  are  no 
lures  with  them,  to  annul  thofe  bleffings  which  America  fo  dearly 
earned,  neither  has  their  elevation  fo  far  laifed  them  above  their 
fellow-citizens,  as  to  diftinguifii  tliem  in  claiTes  by  any  degrading 
appellation.  This  equality  of  rights j  both  as  it  refpeils  civil,  and  «- 
Hgious  liberty,  urged  Mr.  JefFerfon  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  con- 
science, and  to  difrobe  the  proud  hierarchy,  which  had  proftrated 
every  other  religious  denomination  to  the  lowefl  ftage  of  vaffalage. 
Not  content  with  freeing  America  from  the  thraldrom  of  Britain, 
he  thought  the  work  but  half  accomplifhed  till  he  had  declared 

the  CONSCIENCES    OF    MEN    FRJiE,    SOVEREIGN,    AND   INDEPENDENT. 

For  this,  my  fellow-citizens,  is  this  virtuous  charafter  abufed  ; 
for  this  is  lie  vilified  and  calumniated  ;  for  this  noble  difplay  of 
catholicifm  he  is  called  an  enemy  to  his  country  ;  for  giving  every 
man  a  right  to  \<^or{hip  God  agreeably  to  his  confcience,  he  is  called 
a  deift,  and  by  fome  is  abfurdly  denounced  an  atheift.  Becaufe  he 
has  attempted  to  adminifter  the  Conftitution  upon  the  principles  of 
economy  and  republicanifm,  he  is  charged  as  fubverting  its  principles  j 
becaufe  he  is  defirous  to  prevent  burdenfome  taxes,  and  to  make 
tlie  government  fet  light  on  our  fhoulders,  he  is  defignated  as  a 
diforganizer  and  friend  to  anarchy. 

While  reading  the  torrent  of  fcurrility  and  billingfgate  againfl 
litm,  the  heart  of  every  real  American  muft  palpitate  with  refent- 
jBient  ;  we  rtnift  turn  indignant  on  thofe  venal  columns,  which  are! 
proftituted  to  defame  the  charafter  of  this  firft  of  patriots  ;  the 
ghofts  of  Hancock  and  of  Warren,  witli  the  hoft  of  heroes  who 
have  bled  in  defence  of  freedom,  muft  frown  with  vindiftive  ire 
on  fuch  bafe  ingratitude,  and  even  Walhington  muft  view  with 
abhorrence,  the  bafe  treatment  of  the  man  Vv'hom  h  e  delighted  to  hon- 
oi^r.  The  hero  of  Mount  Vernon  knew  his  worth,  and  confided  in 
his  virtues  ;  his  talents  were  equal  to  the  greateft  emergencies,  and 
his  honour  and  integrity  placed  him  above  the  groveling  bias  of 
•xecutive  patronage. 

This  is  THE  MAN,  fellow-ciflzcns,  whom  the  tory-faaion  attempt 
to  dejireciate,  to  render  fufpicious,  and  to  excite  our  deteftation. 
They  dread  his  virtues,  and  are  afraid,  left  in  the  execution  of  his 
•fiSce,  he  ihould  make  manifeft  their  wiqked  machinations,  to  de- 
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prive  us  of  our  liberties.  An  hoft  of  fuch  aflailants  are  now  a^ve 
in  their  diabolical  fchemes,  and  have  fet  in  motion  every  deteftablo 
tool,  and  "  hafe-born"  fycophant,  to  accomplilh  their  wicked  pur- 
pofes.  But  I  truft  in  heaven  they  will  be  defeated,  and  inftead  of  a 
JefFerfon  falling  a  prey  to  fuch  a  venomous  faction,  we  fondly  an- 
ticipate the  happy  profpedt,  v/hen  his  enemies  will  be  confounded 
by  the  approbating  voice  of  his  felloW-citizens. 

To  injure  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  they  have  foolifhly 
charged  him  with  a  dtii^n  to  exterminate  religion,  and  deftroy  the  moral 
virtues  of  the  people.  The  writings  and  condud  of  this  gentleman 
are  fo  contrary  to  defigns  of  this  nature,  that  his  defamers  mull 
blufli  at  the  afTertion.  His  Notes  on  Virginia  aie  wortliy  the  pe- 
Tufal  of  the  chriftian  and  philofopher.  The  benevolence  of  his 
heart  is  worthy  the  imitation  of  the  mofl  devout  ;  and  the  accura- 
cy of  his  inveftigations  muft  enlighten  and  inform  the  mofl:  intel- 
ligent. As  an  author,  he  is  an  honour  to  his  country,  and  the  lit- 
erary reputation  of  America  is  eftablifhtd  in  Europe,  through  the 
ttiedium  of  his  publications. 

His  political  condu(fl  is  a  great  argument,  that  he  is  not  defi- 
rous  to  injure  either  the  religious  or  moral  character  of  the  people. 
His  oppofition  to  particular  meafures  is  a  fl:rong  proof  that  he  is 
for  preferving  them  in  their  primitive  purity.  Mr.  Jefferfon  has 
ever  been  oppofed  to  fyftems,  which  had  a  tendency  to  produce 
thofe  evil;  which  his  enemies  charge  him.       If  he  had  a  feri- 

ous  defign  deflroy  all  religious  and  moral  principles,  he  would 
have  been  in  favour  of  thofe  meafures  which  would  have  led  to  this 
fatal  cataftrophe  ;  he  would  have  been  an  advocate  for  all  thofe 
plans  of  fpeculation,  which  ferve  to  diflipatc  and  vitiate  the  mind, 
and  lead  the  community  to  prey  upon  each  other  ;  he  would  have 
fludled  a  deep  fyllem  of  finance,  whereby  a  ftock-jobber,  an  ufurer, 
and  a  fharpcr,  might  defraud  his  neighbour  ;  he  would  have 
planned  ways  and  means  to  throw  advantages  into  the  hands  of 
unprincipled  fpeculators,  and  by  a  dajb  of  the  pen,  to  rob  the  old 
foldier  of  his  hard-earned  property,  and  reduce  to  poverty  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  ;  he  would  have  matured  plans  to  enrich  a 
particular  clafs  of  men,  and  have  fet  a  fnare  to  violate  every  tie 
which  cements  foclety  ;  he  would  have  made  it  fajhioiiahk  to  riot 
on  the  fpoils  of  the  unfortunate,  and  proftrate  the  virtuous  to  the 
L 
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loweft  ftage  of  wretcliednefs.  Thcfe  are  meafures  whlgh  he  would 
have  adopted,  if  he  had  defigned  to  deflroy  eveiy  fenfe  of  re- 
ligion and  morality,  but  unfortunately  for  his  enemies,  he  has  ever 
exprefled  his  abhoiTence  to  fuch  horrid  fyftems,  as  lead  to  thefs 
demoralizing  purpofes.  As  a  pliilofopher,  he  knew  the  human 
heart,  and  if  he  had  a  difpofition  to  introduce  irreligion  aad  immo- 
tality,  he  would  have  purfued  thofe  mea.f<>res,  whicb  bad  fuch  a 
dire<5l  tendency  to  accompliOi  bis  wifhes.  More  particcrlarly  would 
he  have  been  in  favour  of  a  standing  army,  that  bane  to  every 
priiKiplc  which  ermoblcs  the  bwnan  mind.  This  woiild  have 
been  his  favourite  plan,  as  the  moft  potent  engine  by  which  his 
proje^s  could  be  effected.  A  rendezvous,  for  the  enliftment  of 
ibldiers,  would  have  been  a  more  powerful  channel  to  communi- 
cate his  principles,  than  long  phiiofophical  diifertations.  At  fuch 
reforts,  the  drum  and  fife  are  more  forcible  arguments  than  fine- 
fpun  difquifitions — here  tlie  paffions  are  iKflaraed,  and  fcenes  pre- 
fented  winch  ft!«ike  the  fenfes-  with  the  moft  lafting  impreffions. 
The  language  of  a  rendezvous,  together  with  all  the  arts  and 
tricks  to  entrap  an  inconfiderate  youth,  are  allurements  which  lead 
the  mind  to  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  profligacy. 

The  fatal  effedts  of  luch  an  eftablilhment  have  been  too  often 
felt  in  Bofton,  and  with  pain  have  we  feen  a  long  train  of  young 
men,  following  a  ftandard  in  that  ftate  of  intoxication,  which  fully 
proved  the  impropriety  of  the  means  by  which  they  were  induced 
to  an  enliftment.  Such  a  dlfplay  of  immorality,  and  irreligion 
xnuil  have  been  plcafmg  to  Mr.  Jefferfon,  if  he  was  defirous  to 
extend  fuch  fentiments  as  are  alleged  againft  him,  and  he  muft 
have  been  doubly  delighted,  to  find  the /'weeping  of  the  metropolu 
garrifoned  in  different  towns  among  the  honeft  and  induftrious 
yeomanry.  The  profanenefs,  and  indecent  conduvl  which  are 
heard,  and  obfervcd  in  our  ftreets,  are  in  a  great  degree  owing  to 
this  fcurce  of  iniquity.  To  tliis  may  be  attributed  the  decay  of  re- 
ligion and  morality. 

If  then,  fellow-citizens,  Mr.  Jefferfon  is  the  charafter  he  is  rcp- 
refcnted  to  be,  how  came  he  to  be  againft  a  standing  army  ?  Can 
k  be  fuppofed  that  he  was  ignorant  of  its  tendency  ?  No  ;  if  he 
wiftied  to  annihilate  every  trait  of  virtue  and  morality  he  would 
have  enforced  it  with  all  the  powers  of  rhetoric,  and  called  on  his 
fcllow-citiaens  to  aid  the  eftabliflimcnt.       But,  on  the  contrary,  he 
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{lands  among  the  worthies  who  early  difcountenanccd  fuch  a  dc- 
ftrjiitive  evil. 

AMEHiCANS  ! 

Aflume  your  wonted  dignity revere  the  man  who  has  thuf 

delervcd  well  of  liis  country.  Let  not  the  enemies  of  our  inde- 
pendence blall  the  man  who  penned  the  immortal  declaration, 
more  particularly,  when  he  is  calumniated  in  t]iofe  papers  whijch 
eulogize  a  Suwarrow, 
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xjlN  enemy  may  be  indulged  to  ufe  his  weapons,  however  weak 
and  contemptible  he  may  appear  in  tlie  controverfy.  Decius  has 
quitted  the  field  in  difgrace,  and  has  left  a  feeble  antagonift,  under 
the  fignature  of  PhUanthropos,  to  cover  his  retreat.  The  purfuit  of 
fuch  an  adverfary,  thopgh  it  cannot  add  laurels  to  the  aflailants, 
yet  it  is  fometimcs  beft  to  lilence  the  croakings  of  fuch  infignificant 
iafeds. 

This  neno  commjfioned  general  Philanthropos  (if  we  may  judge 
from  his  didion)  may  more  eafily  be  defignated  by  his  black  goivn 
and  ivhite  bands,  that  by  any  other  profefllonal  diftindion.  He 
appears  anxioufly  concerned  for  the  reputation  of  the  clergy,  and 
expreffes  the  greateft  apprehenfions,  left  the  reverend  appellaiion 
fhould  be  brought  into  difrefped.  In  the  height  of  his  zeal,  he 
has  charged  me  as  being  a  calumniator  of  this  venerable  fraternity 
r— as  defirous  to  depreciate  tlieir  reputation — in  fhort,  he  pronoun- 
ces me  an  tnJxdeU  and  ufes  other  epitliets  equally  as  obnoxious. 

This  is  a  fpecies  of  virulence  and  indecency  of  language  ever 
ufed  by  bigots.  Deftitute  of  argument,  they  always  have  recourfe 
to  hard  names  and  fcurrilous  rcHcdions — tlicy  never  reafon,  but 
entrench  themfelves  within  their  faccrdotals,  and  abufe  their  oppo- 
nents witli  eveiy  opprobrious  term  which  malignity  can  devife  or 
fanaticifm  fuggeft.  Deift,  atheift,  infidel,  defamer,  diforganizer, 
are  weapons  with  which  they  aflail  their  antagonifts  :  but  they 
arc  fuch  daftards  in  fair  open  controverfy,  that  to  confound  them, 
it  is  only  neceflary  to  Iketch  their  portrait,  and  they  are  twrifici 
at  the  deformity  of  their  own  features. 
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Philanthropos  poflefTes  the  venom  of  a  fanatic  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  difregards  both  truth  and  modefty.  He  has  wickedly 
miftated  my  arguments,  and  unjuftly  reprefented  me  as  an  oppofer 
of  xht  chrlflian  religion.  So  far  from  depreciating  the  clergy  in  the 
character  they  ought  to  fuftain,  I  have  endeavoured  to  draw  the 
line  between  thofe,  nvho  violate  their  ordination  engagements^  and  thofe 
who  aft  agreeably  to  them.  A  gofpel  minifter  and  a  political  dem- 
agogue, are  very  diftincl  characters,  and  though  both  may  wear  a 
clerical  badge,  yet  it  does  not  require  extraordinary  penetration  to 
dilcover  the  impoftor. 

The  people,  when  they  fettle  a  minifter,  do  not  intend  to  ere<5b  a 
clerical  inquifition  within  the  parifh.  Politics  were  never  contem- 
plated in  the  articles  of  a  church  compad.  They  are  willing  to 
hear  gojpel  truths,  but  are  oppofed  to  political  creeds.  A  minifter  may 
imbibe  certain  doftrines  of  evangelical  faith  :  having  a  fpecimen 
of  his  orthodoxy  previous  to  his  fettlement,  he  has  a  right  to  main-- 
tain  his  tenets  among  his  fociety,  and  endeavour  to  inftrud:  them 

agreeably  to  the  plan  on  which  he  firft  engaged  in  their  fervice 

but  politics  is  a  diftindl  fubjed  on  which  no  previous  opinion  had 
been  determined,  and  he  has  no  jnore  right  to  impofc  his  political 
creed  upon  the  people,  than  to  enforce  any  other  fpeculative  qucf- 
tion  whatever.  If  he  employs  his  time  in  preaching  on  political 
fubjeds,  he  robs  the  parifh,  as  they  never  gave  him  a  falary  to 
difcufs  controverfies  of  this  nature.  Thofe  clergymen,  therefore, 
who  have  arrogated  fuch  liberties,  either  on  the  Sabbath,  Faft  or 
Thankfgiving  Days,  are  not  within  the  pale  of  the  church,  but 
jnufl:  be  confidered  as  heretics,  who  have  proftituted  their  facred 
profefllon,  and  demeaned  themfelvcs  to  become  the  tools  of  a 
wicked  and  degenerate  faction. 

To  evidence  which,  I  will  call  on  Philanthropos  to  anfwer, 
whether  it  is  not  highly  degrading  and  derogatory  to  a  chrijlian 
preacher,  to  entertain  a  rel'peftable  and  devout  audience,  with  a 
ftory,  which  had  no  reference  to  the  folemnities  of  the  day,  and 
■which  ferved  to  irritate  the  individuals  who  aftembled  for  religious 
exercifes  on  a  ftated  anniverfary  ?  and  further,  I  would  afk  him, 
whether  he  can  reconcile  an  ohjltnate  filence  in  any  man,  if  requeftcd 
m  chrifkan  charity,  to  acknowledge  the  raflhnefs  and  precipitancy  of 
his  conduft  ?  If  fuch  a  man  is  often  charging  others  with  deceiv- 
ing the  public  ;   if  he  has  denounced  particular  chara^ers,  as  in- 


No.  XIX.  Pulpit  Declamation.  %f 

&dels»  illuminatt,  diibrganizers,  dec.  mud  he  not  be  confounded, 

while  he  llands  a  felf-convi<fled  propagator  of  the  moft  infamouf 
falichood  ?  If  he  knows  that  his  allertions  in  the  pulpit  were 
erroneous,  and  yet  contemns  every  religious  and  moral  obligatloa 
to  rectify  the  miftake,  we  cannot  but  condemn  him  as  a  deceiver, 
even  though  be  fhould  pretend  to  advocate  the  truths  of  the  gof- 
pel,  or  Ihould  be  anxrous  to  obtain  mifConaries  to  propogatc  the 
fhriftiau  religion. 

Suppofe  Mr.  Jefferfon  had  thus  impofed  on  the  public  ?  what 
would  Philanthropes  have  fald  to  blaft  his  reputation  ?  How 
would  he  ring  peals  of  anathemas  againft  the  author,  and  fill  col- 
umns in  newfpapers  to  depreciate  his  charader  ?  And  yet,  ftrange 
to  fay,  a  pious  eccUfiaJlic,  of  this  defcription,  can  wipe  his  mouth 
with  a  hypocritical  Ikndity,  and  has  the  audacity  to  condemn 
others,  while  he  ftands  pre-eminently  confpicuous  for  calumny,  de- 
traction, and  defamation. 

As  Philanthropos  has  charged  me  with  a  deCgn  to  Injure  the 
clergy,  I  am  bound  In  duty  to  declare,  in  my  own  vindlcationt 
that  fo  far  from  v/iftiing  to  traduce  their  charafler,  I  feel  the  ufr 
moft  veneration  for  them.  For  this  purpofe,  I  have  placed  them 
on  that  ground  which  was  contemplated  by  our  Saviour.  I  have 
applied  his  do<Srines  as  taught  in  fcripture,  and  mentioned  his  de* 
nunclatlon  agalhft  Juch  only^  as  he  exprefsly  reprobates.  If  I  am 
wrong,  the  fcripture  is  the  rule  of  error,  as  my  quotations  are 
wholly  taken  from  this  fource.  Philanthropos  has  charged  me 
with  a  defign  to  injure  the  clergy,  becaufe  I  have  faid,  that  the 
hiftory  of-our  Saviour  was  a  proof  of  the  wicked  defigns  of  a  nar 
fional  hierarchy.  To  judge  of  this  remark,  let  us  refer  to  the 
Bible  : — their  charadler  and  condudl  are  thus  given,  viz.  "  That 
when  the  chief  priejls  faw  the  wonderful  things  which  he  did,  they 
were  fore  difpleafed  ;"  he  reprobates  their  pride,  "  that  they  made 
broad  their  philadlGries,  and  enlarged  die  borders  of  their  gar- 
ments ;  that  they  loved  the  uppermoft  rooms  at  feads,  and  the  chief 
leats  in  the  fynagogues,  and  greetings  in  the  market  places,  and  to  be 
called  of  men.  Rabbi,  Rabbi  ;"  *'  that  the  chief  priejis  mocked  him, 
and  faid,  he  faved  others,  himfelf  he  cannot  fave  j"  "  that  they 
came  unto  Pilate  after  his  ciucifixlon,  faying.  Sir,  we  remember 
that  that  deceiver  faid,  wh^.-he  was  yet  alive,  after  three  days  \ 
will  rife  again." 
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If  fuch  tilings  fhouW  noxv  be  fald  by  Him  of  the  chief  priefts, 
while  exercifing  their  hierarchical  fuiKflions,  Philanthropos  would 
cry  out  that  Ke  was  deceiving  the  people,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
he  would  contemn  our  Saviour  for  his  jealoufies  of  the  clerical  eftab- 
lilhments.  But,  while  he  was  thus  condemning  the  hypocrites  of 
thofe  days,  we  do  not  find  that  his  difcipks  were  difpleafed  with  his 
conduft,  or  cenfured  him  for  expofmg  the  wickednefs  of  an  ecclefi- 
aftlcal  fraternity.  At  that  period,  the  long-robe  gentry  were  ful- 
minating the  curfes  of  the  altar  againft  him,  and  his  humble  follow- 
ers ;  HE  and  they  were  ftigmatized  as  men,  who  were  "  turning 
the  world  upfide  down  ;'■  the  hirelings  of  the  church  were  vocif- 
erous in  their  anathemas,  and  the  temple  of  Ephefus  was  proclaim- 
ed as  tottering  to  its  centre  ;  the  friends  to  our  Saviour  were  per- 
fecuted,  and  the  apoftlcs  were  expofed  to  every  infult,  and  finally 
fell  martyrs  to  their  integrity.  Stephen,  when  ftoned,  was  oppof- 
ing  the  hypocrify  of  prieftly  bigotry  ;  and  even  St.  Paul  declares 
that  "  he  received  his  authority  from  the  chief  priejls"  on  his  fan- 
guinary  errand  to  Damafcus.  Among  the  thoufands  converted 
by  Him,  and  his  apoftles,  there  does  not  appear  one  priejl  among 
the  number. 

To  fum  up  the  whole  evidence  of  the  Bible,,  it  is  clear,  the  chief 
priefls  were  the  perfecutors  of  our  Saviour  during  his  refidence  on 
earth  ;  they  arraigned  him  at  the  tribunal  ;  bribed  Judas  Ifcariot 
to  betray  him,  and  afterwards  laughed  at  his  repentance  ;  they  in- 
fulted  him  at  the  crofs  ;  charged  him  with  being  a  deceiver  ;  per- 
fecuted  his  difciples,  apoftles,  and  followers,  and  at  length  com- 
miffioned  Paul  to  "  purfue  them  to  ftrange  cities.'-' 

Thefe  particulars  I  mentioned  in  my  former  number,  and  for 
this  I  am  accufed  by  Philanthropos  as  a  defamer  of  tlie  nuhok 
order  of  clergy.  My  authority  is  from  fcripture,  as  it  refpeds  a 
national  ejlablrjhment,  and  while  I  can  appeal  to  this  document,  the 
frowns  of  a  few  clerical  bigots  will  be  difregarded. 

I  freely  make  this  declaration,  that  I  am  a  friend  to  the  clergy, 
in  the  charafter  contemplated  by  our  Saviour  ;  but  in  any  other, 
they  are  on  a  level  with  other  men,  and  if  they  enter  into  political 
controverfies  and  endeavour  to  influence  the  people  in  their  elec- 
tions, they  quit  their  clerical  ftation,  and  muft  expcd  to  receive  'v\ 
return  as  plain  deali/tj^  as  they  give  to  others. 
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No.  XX. 

CONGRESSIONAL    CAUCUS. 

X  HE  numberlcfs  abfurditics  of  Dccius,  in  oppofition  to  Mn 
JeflFcrfon,  render  him  fo  ridiculous,  tliat  in  order  to  anfwer  him  a 
man  is  obliged  to  condefcend  to  frivolities,  which  arc  degrading 
in  a  free  country,  even  to  treat  with  civility. — As  a  fpecimen  of 
which,  I  will  bring  before  tlie  public  an  argument  on  which  he  is 
foolifli  enough  to  lay  the  greateft  ftrefs  of  his  reafoning.  He  fays# 
"  that  previous  to  the  adjournment  of  Congrefs,  a  Caucus  was  held 
on  the  bufmefs  of  deciding  on  a  Prefidcnt  and  Vice-Prefident } 
and  tliat  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Pinckney  were  agreed  on  as  candi- 
dates" ;  and,  to  enforce  his  argument,  he  exclaims,  "  how  unreafonabl« 
would  it  be  for  the  people  to  fruftrate  this  decifion." 

Merely  to  ftate  this  circumftance  is  fufficient  to  fruftrate  fuch 
an  unconftitutional  and  unwarrantable  proceeding.  It  fcarcely 
admits  of  a  comment.  It  is  too  degrading  to  be  ferioufly  noticed, 
and  yet  Decius  has  the  folly  to  offer  tliis  plea  as  a  conclu/ive  argu- 
ment, why  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ought  to  accede  to  this 
determination. 

If  any  thing  will  roufe  the  freemen  of  America,  it  muft  be  diQ 
arrogance  of  a  number  of  members  of  Congrefs  to  aflemble  as  an 
Ele^ioneering  Caucus,  to  control  the  citizens  in  their  conftitutional 
rights.  Under  what  authority  did  thcfe  men  pretend  to  dictate 
their  nomination  ?  Did  they  receive  fix  dollars  a  day  for  the 
double  purpofe  of  caucujjing  and  legiflating  ?  Do  we  fend  members 
to  Congrefs  to  calal  once  in  four  years  for  Prefident  ?  or  are  w« 
arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  congreffioral  influence,  that  what  they 
decide  on  is  to  be  binding  on  tlie  United  States  ?  Is  tliere  any 
paragraph  in  the  Conftltution  which  gives  them  fuch  an  authority, 
or  even  countenances  fuch  a  proceeding  ?  After  Congrefs  have 
accompliflicd  their  Icgiflative  bufmefs,  have  they  a  right  to  di<5late 
in  the  choice  of  an  executive  ?  If  fo,  what  an  impofition  on  "  the 
people"  to  talk  about  the  freedom  of  ele<51ion  ;  or  what  confe- 
quence  is  it  that  the  State  Legiflatures  fliould  concern  themfelves 
in  the  mode  of  choofing  eleftors  ?  If  a  Congrefs  Caucus  is  to  de- 
cide, we  have  only  t«  inquire  who  the  maa  is  in  whom  they  have 
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agreed,  and  noti/y  him  of  his  appointment.  Why  fhould  we  be  at 
the  cxpenfe  of  calling  the  Legiflature  together  to  choofe  eleftors, 
for  according  to  Decius'  reafoning  the  choice  of  Prefident  and 
Vice-Prefident  is  already  made  ?  He  tells  us  that  they  have  agreed 
to  vote  for  Meflrs.  Adams  and  Pinckney.  If  this  is  the  cafe,  let 
the  Governor  of  each  State  only  acknov^rledge  thefe  two  gentle- 
men, and  leave  it  folely  to  Congrefs  to  difpofe  of  them. 

It  is  full  time  that  "  the  people"  had  fully  afcertfiined  their 
derive  privileges  ;  and  if  they  mean  to  be  led  by  Congreflional' 
or  Legiflative  Caucufles,  it  is  beft  the  bufinefs  fliould  be  openly  ac- 
knowledged. For  though  an  appeal  to  the  citizens  on  this  quef- 
tion  might  appear  too  abrupt,  yet  tlie  fyftem  lately  adopted  comes 
very  near  to  the  fame  principle. 

There  appears  of  late  a  deep  defign  to  fap  the  eleftions  of  the 
people  by  the  various  manoeuvres  of  a  particular  fet  of  men.  la 
the  firft  place,  we  are  called  on  by  Decius  to  vote  for  MefTrs/ 
Adams  and  Pinckney,  becaufe  a  junto  in  Congrefs  had  previoufly 
determined  on  it  ;  in  the  fecond  place,  an  attempt  was  made  in 
the  Senate  to  place  the  choice  of  a  Prefident  within  the  control  c^ 
a  fele(»t  committee  in  Congrefs  ;  in  the  third  place,  the  people  have 
been  deprived  of  their  ufual  mode  of  voting  for  cledlors,  becaufe 
the  Legiflature  have  affumed  this  right  to  themfelves.  Thefe 
combined  circumftai\ces  are  certainly  alarming,  and  ought  to  be 
checked  in  their  early  ftages  x-  otherwife  it  will  become  an  ackno^w 
kdged  right  in  the  Legiflature  to  control  the  elections,  and  the 
conftitutional  liberties  of  the  people,  will,  in  confequence  thereof, 
fall  a  facrifice  to  fuch  baneful  encroachments. 

The  argument  of  Decius,  therefore,  fo  far  from  operating  in 
his  favour,  ought  to  be  reprobated  as  a  high  violation  of  the  rights 
of "  the  people."  If  we  admit  his  reafoning  as  conclufive,  we 
may  as  well  burn  the  Conflitution  and  fubmit  all  our  privileges  to 
the  individuals  in  Congrefs.  The  people  have  only  to  fold  up 
their  arms  and  fet  Aovm  quietly  as  the  contemptible  vafTals  of  a 
domineering  ariftocracy. 

But,  thank  God  !  there  ftill  remains  a  fpirit  which  ought  ever 
to  actuate  Americans.  The  Conftitution  yet  fl:ands  a  facred 
pledge  of  the  liberties  of  America.  We  feel  too  ftrong  an  attach- 
ment to  its  prefervation  to  fuff«r  any  body  of  men  to  deftroy  its 
Tital  energies.     It  is  the  ark  of  political  faffty,  and  may  the  vcn- 
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geance  of  heaven  purfue  the  man  who  dares  touch  it  with  unhal- 
lowed hands.  The  freedom  of  elc«fHon  is  the  palladium  of  liberty, 
and  while  we  exercife  this  right  we  may  defy  the  power  of  tyrants 
and  the  intrigues  of  fa<flion.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
place  themfelves  on  this  mount,  and  on  its  permanent  bafis  they 
reft  the  happinefs  of  fociety.  It  is  of  no  avail  to  them  to  hear 
that  a  majority  of  Congrefs  have  determined  on  a  Prefident  or 
Vice-Prendent  ;  they  turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  Conftitution  and 
find  it  therein  written,  that  they  have  a  right  to  choofe  their  elec- 
tors, unbiafled  by  tlie  decifions  of  any  aflumed  power  whatever. 
This  is  an  interference  wfth  the  conftituted  authorities,  (the 
people)  which  demands  the  moft  pointed  reprehenfion,  and  the 
men  who  have  been  guilty  of  fuch  a  profane  bteach  of  trull  de- 
ferve  the  execration  of  the  public. 

The  infolence  of  Decius  in  prefuming  to  mention  the  determin- 
ation of  the  members  of  Congrefs,  muft  be  placed  to  his  ignorance  ; 
he  forgot  he  was  writing  to  freemen  ;  he  forgot  he  was  addref- 
fing  men  who  were  ading  under  a  Conftitution  in  the  capacity  of 
IN'DEPENDEK'T  ciTrzENS  ;  he  forgot  that  his  appeal  was  to  thofft 
ENLIGHTENED  ELECTORS  who  fclt  thcir  own  dignity  and  impor- 
tance on  this  iriterefting  queftion.  What  !  Decius  !  !  are  you 
daring  enough  to  arreft  the  votes  of  Americans,  by  telling  them 
that  their  fervants  in  Congrefs  have  already  decided  the  choice  !  ! 
Are  you  fo  abandoned  as  to  ftab  the  Conftitution  to  its  vitals,  by 
checking  the  free  exercife  of  the  people  in  their  fuffrages  ?  If  you 
are  thus  dcfpcrate,  may  their  decifions  give  a  leflbn  to  deter  in 
ftiture  fuch  imperious  conduft. 


No.  XXI. 

bBSERVATlONS  ON   ARISTIDES. 

XT  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  afaSton  in  this  country  have  been 
able  to  purfue  a  fyftem  of  political  meafures,  which  has  plunged 
it  into  a  moft  ferious  and  alarming  fituation.  This  infidious  junto 
bave  Had  tlie  addrefs  to  palm  themfelves  on  the  urifufpe^ing  citi- 
zens, as  the  friends  to  govcrtimcnt,  and  have  had  the  efrronter7 
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to  defignate  their  fraternity  with  the  emphatieal  appellation  of 
Federalists.  Their  impudence  has  been  fo  outrageous,  that 
they  have  had  the  audacity  to  brand  every  man  with  the  cpitliet 
of  yacolln,  who  prefumed  to  exercife  a  right  to  arraign  their  con- 
dU(5l:  before  the  tribunal  of  an  impartial  public.  But  heaven,  in 
mercy  to  an  injured  people,  has  confounded  tlieir  devices,  and 
placed  diem  in  a  predicament  fomewhat  fimilar  to  Mikon^s  fallen 
angels,  in  accufmg  and  condemning  each  other. 

How  long  have  the  citizens  been  impofed  on  by  the  difgrace- 
ful  tales  fabricated  within  the  circle  of  tliefe  caballing  affociates ! 
How  many  patriots  have  been  facrificed  to  promote  their  detefta- 
ble  purpofes  !  How  many  charafters  have  been  wantorJy  fported 
with  to  exalt  them  to  the  higheft  elevation  !  and  how  many  honeft 
men  have  been  degraded,  to  raife  the  fatellites  of  this  party  to 
places  of  honour  and  profit. — Yes,  fellow-citizens  !  we  have  feen 
the  evil  efFei^s  of  this  unpiincipled  combination,  and  this  country 
has  now  to  deplore  its  unhappy  fituation,  in  confequence  of  the 
fatal  policy  adopted  by  tliofe,  who  have  too  long  trefpaffed  on  our 
patience  and  confidence.  It  is  rather  fmgular,  however,  that 
every  afTertion  made  by  thofe,  who  are  ftyled  Jacohmsy  are  proved 
to  be  facts,  by  the  very  men,  who  have  been  moll  forward  to  de- 
nounce them. 

It  is  a  diftrefllng  refledion,  that  the  ftratagems  and  intrigues  of 
a  number  of  unprincipled  individuals  fhould  have  fo  far  fucceeded, 
as  to  bring  America  to  its  prefent  crifis.  If  the  mifchiefs  had  ex- 
pired on  the  difcovery  of  their  defigns,  or  their  baneful  effeds  had 
ceafed  to  operate  on  the  divifions  among  themfelves,  we  might  now 
contemplate  the  fubjc<ft  with  fome  degree  of  compofure  ;  but  their 
zneafures  have  been  *'  pregnant  with  evils,"  and  their  names  will 
long  be  execrated,  in  confequence  of  the  mifery  entailed  on  this 
abufed  country.  If  it  is  true,  that  "  Mr.  Hamilton  is  the  princi- 
pal inflrument  in  exciting  an  unfounded  alarm,  and  producing 
meafures  which  put  the  country  to  unnecelTary  expenfe"  ;  that 
**  he  addreffed  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  neceffity  of 
raifing  an  army,  and  endeavoured  to  convince  them  of  the  danger 
of  invafion,  when  it  was  altogether  chimerical,  and  almoft 
morally  impoffible"  ;  that  the  main  objeft,  in  eftablifhing  this 
army,  was  to  crufh  every  domeflic  oppofition,  and  eventually  to 
**  giye  a  government  to  this  country  by  force"  ;    th^t  he  propofed  aa 
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fftabliflimcnt  of  50,000  infantry,  and  10,000  cavalry ;  that  he  is 

the  "  fatlier  of  the  military  iyftem,"  and  that  his  influence  has 

been  fuch,  as  to  force  the  government  into  this  unnecefiary  me^».; 

fure,  contrary  to  the  wifiies  and  recommendations  of  the  Piefident. 

If  thcfe  charges  can  be  lubftantiated,  then  the  controvcrfy  wears  a 

fcrious  alpecl. 

This,  however,  is  the  character  drawn  cf  General  Hamilton, 
by  the  author  of  a  Letter  addrcfled  to  him,  under  the  fignature  of 
Arillidcs,  and  fuppofcd  to  be  Written  by  Noah  Webjler,  Efq.  If  he 
is  falfe  in  his  ftateracnt,  let  Mr.  Hamilton  contradid  his  aflertions. 
While  contemplating  this  fubjedl,  in  tlae  extcnfivc  fphere  thus  def- 
cribcd  by  Ariftides,  it  rifes  to  a  magnitude  which  muft  roufe  the 
attention  of  every  friend  to  America  ; — that  he  fhould  be  able  to 
effedl:  a  military  fyflem,  contrary  to  the  fcntiments  of  the  executive  ; 
that  he  fhould  have  fuch  a  control  over  the  chief  magiflrate,  as  to 
carry  plans  in  oppofition  to  his  wifties  ;  that  he  fhould  throw  fuch 
an  enormous  expcnfe  on  the  people,  by  exciting  an  unfounded 
alarm,  and  at  length  come  forward,  in  the  face  of  the  public,  and 
alvfe  the  Prcfident  for  prefuming  to  aft  contrary  to  his  will  and 
pleafure.  In  this  point  of  view  what  muft  we  think  of  Alexander 
Hamilton  ?  Where  is  the  American,  who  ever  thought,  that 
within  fo  few  years  after  the  adoption  of  tlie  Federal  Conftitu- 
tion,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  would  have  been 
fo  far  proftrated  to  the  ambition  of  one  man  ?  What  !  are  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  be  burdened  with  a  debt  of  mil- 
lions, to  difcharge  the  expenfes  of  an  army,  raifed  in  oppofition  to  the 
judgment  nf  the  Prefulent  ?  Does  the  Conflitution  recognize  any 
other  perfons  than  the  Conftituted  Authorities,  or  have  the  people 
any  other  means  tlian  to  arraign  the  real  culprits  to  the  bar  of  an 
injured  country  ?  What  other  atonement  can  be  made,  for  the 
millions  expended  by  tlie  intrigues  of  fuch  unprincipled  individ- 
uals, or  for  the  falfe  alarms  excited  by  their  arts  and  flratagems  ? 
— In  a  free  country,  the  inquiry  ought  to  embrace  the  extent  of 
tlie  evil,  as  the  conftituiion  never  fublHtuted  vl  fcape-goat^  or  affign- 
ed  a  city  of  refuge  to  the  men  whom  it  held  rejponjihle. 

Arillides,  after  defcribing  Mr.  Hamilton  in  the  manner  before 
recited,  introduces  another  important  tranfaftion,  in  which  he  fays, 
"  many  influential  chara<5ters  in  government  were  engaged,  particu- 
larly Timothy  Picifring,  late  fecretary  of  ftate."   This  meafure  was  no 
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lefs  than  "  a  treaty  offenjlve  and  defenf.ve  mlth  Great-Britain.^*  In  this 
part  of  the  bufmefs,  Ariftides  introduces  a  fmgular  aflcmblage  of 
charadlers,  viz.  the  Britifli  Minifter  and  Peter  Porcupine  ;  the  latter^ 
in  particular,  "  propofed  and  urged  an  ofFenfive  and  defenfive 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great-Britain."  He  further 
alleges,  as  a  fafl,  *'  that  Porcupine  was  an  jigent  of  the  Briti/b 
Miniftry^  and  correfponded  with  the  under  Secretaries  of  State"  : 
and  to  top  the  climax,  Ariftides  afferts,  "  as  a  well  known  faB,  thai 
he  had  won  over  to  his  intereft,  the  Government-Paper  of  the  United 
States." 

Here,  reader,  I  mufl  befeech  you  to  paufe,  and  refleft  on  the 
precipice  over  which  our  country  has  been  fuTpended  !  Confider 
ferioufly  the  dreadful  gulph  into  which  we  were  threatened  to  be 
plunged.  While  we  think  on  this  fubjeft,  we  cannot  but  tremble 
at  our  own  fituation.  The  foregoing  recitals,  on  the  conduft  of 
men,  are  not  the  vague  declamations  of  perfons  who  are  defirous 
to  diforganize  and  convulfe  the  government,  but  they  are  docu- 
ments taken  from  a  writer,  who  declares  himfelf  "  too  long  the 
faithful  fervant  of  his  country,  to  incur  the  fufpicion  of  apoftacy," 
and  who  has  written  in  vindication  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  anfwer  to 
Mr.  Hamilton.  This  inan  tells  the  public,  as  matters  offa£l,  "  that 
Hamilton  was  the  father  of  the  military  fyftem"  ;  "  that  it  was 
adopted  by  his  inftrumentality,  and  contrary  to  the  inclination  of 
the  Prefident"  ;  that  Pickering,  and  other  influential  characfters, 
were  defirous  of  a  treaty  offenfive  and  defenfive  with  Great- 
Britain"  ;  "  that  the  Britifli  Minifter  ftood  ready  to  clofe  the  fatal 
contraft"  ;  and,  ftill  further,  "  Peter  Porcupine  had  urged  the 
meafure,  and  had  fo  far  corrupted  the  ftreams  of  public  commu- 
nication, as  that  he  had  won  over  the  ftatc  paper  of  the  govern- 
ment."  Are  thefe  things  true,  as  afferted  by  this  author  ?  I  do 
not  pretend  to  fay  they  are,  but  they  certainly  require  feme  expla- 
nation from  the  parties. 

Gracious  heaven !  ! — Is  is  pofllble,  that  America  fhould  be 
reduced  to  fo  humiliating  and  degrading  a  pofition  ?  That  an 
army  fhould  be  raifed  by  deceiving  the  conftituted  authorities,  by 
whofe  fandlion  alone  it  could  have  been  brought  into  exiftcnce  ? 
But  the  degradation  increafes  in  its  ignominy,  when  we  find  that 
a  Briti/h  corporal  ftiould  have  the  effrontery  to  profccute  his  plan? 
by  the  fecret  agency  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry.      Thus  the  Executive 
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was  deceived  to  raife  an  army,  while  Porcupine  had,  b/his  addrcfs, 
focured  the  patronage  of  the  governmental  printer.  A  hopcftsl 
ftate  truly,  for  the  free,  fovereign,  and  independent  States  of 
America. 

Ye  fpirits  of  Hancock,  Warren,  and  Montgomery  !  if,  in  the 
regions  of  blifs,  tJie  concerns  of  your  country  arreft  your  attention, 
how  muft  the  pleafures  of  heaven  be  allayed,  to  learn  the  abafe- 
ment  of  your  country  I  How  muft  indignation  fire  your  fouls,  to 
find  that  a  ivrcichi  £0  debafed  as  Cobbett,  Ihould  be  employed  by 
individuals,  to  accomplilh  the  wicked  defigns  of  involving  us  in 
■"var,  and  that  he  fhould  obtain  fuch  an  afcendancy,  as  to  pollute 
the  ftreams  of  public  information  !  How  changed  fince  the  days 
of  our  revolution  !  when  even  George  the  Third,  with  his  hod 
of  tjroops,  were  baffled  by  the  patriotifm  and  integrity  of  the  free 
bom  citizens  of  America  ;  and  when  a  contemptible  corporal  and  his 
accomplices  would  have  been  hifled  out  of  the  country,  with  every 
mark  of  deteftation  and  difgrace.  The  contraft  is  too  humiliating, 
to  dwell  any  longer  on  the  fubjeft  ;  but  I  truft  that  the  flame  of 
our  revolution  will  not  be  extinguiflied  by  the  iveakejl  engine  of  die 
Eritifh  nation.  On  the  prefent  emergency,  may  the  people  ral- 
iy  round  tlic  Constitution,  as  die  mount  on  which  their  polit- 
ical ark  is  to  fettle  with  permanency.  In  this  intrepid  atutude  of 
FREEMEN,  may  they  check  their  enemies,  and  finally  place  them  in 
that  debafed  ftation  in  which  they  have  attempted  to  put  the  in- 
dependent Citizens  of  A?"crica  ! 
Americans, 

*«  Let  then  all  that  is  parly  be  obliterated,  and  let  all  that  is 
American  appear"  ;  may  it  appear  in  that  effulgence,  as  to  blaft 
the  ignis  fatuus  of  a  fadion,  who  wifh  to  ally  us  with  Britain  ;  May 
the  American  citizens  embody  in  a  phalanx,  and  countcra(fl,  with 
perfevering  refolution,  the  machinations  of  thofe  who  are  planning 
our  ruin. 

■         .       ■■■■  I  I       »- 

No.  XXII. 

APPEAL    To    THE    CLERGY. 

JL  HE  fnare  is  broken  and  we  have  cfcaped,"  has  of  late  been 
an  expreffion  of  thanhfulmfs  in  our  public  devotions  \  but,  while 
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we  adore  the  Supreme  Being  for  his  mercies,  it  behoves  us  to 
watch  thofe  who  have  attempted  to  deftroy  us.  The  tory  fadion, 
who  have  long  been  planning  a  fyftem  of  extermination,  as  it  re- 
lates to  France,  have  been  equally  as  affiduous  to  conneft  the 
United  States  in  an  alliance  with  the  oppreflive  government  of 
Britain.  This  party  have  wifhed  to  bring  the  two  countries  into  a 
folemn  league  and  covenant,  and  have  been  daring  enough  to 
rifque  the  peace,  happlnefs  and  independence  of  America,  on  the 
uncertain  and  convulfed  ftate  in  which  Britain  is  now  plunged. 
This  alliance  is  as  unnatural  as  winter  with  fummer  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  her  parade  of  energy,  yet  the  immenfity  of  her  debt  on 
the  commencement  of  a  peace,  will  unavoidably  throw  her  into 
paroxifras  of  diirdution. 

A  young  government  like  America,  to  ally  itfelf  with  Britain, 
is  of  all  things  the  moft  abfurd  and  ridiculous  ; — a  nation,  in  its 
vigor,  to  ajttach  itfelf  by  treaty,  to  follow  all  the  fpeculative  and 
defperate  projefts  of  one  fo  peculiarly  circumflanced  as  the  Eng- 
lifh,  muft  be  confidered  by  every  reflefting  man  as  injudicious  and 
impolitic.  However  anxious  fome  are  for  their  fuccefs  againft 
France,  yet  the  United  States  have  more  to  dread  from  the  impo- 
fition  on  their  commerce  by  the  Britifh,  than  from  any  other  power 
in  Europe.  Have  we  experienced  that  friendfhip  from  her,  that 
America  can  feel  an  attachment  for  her  welfare  ?  Has  fhe  refpeiS- 
ed  our  neutrality,  during  the  prefent  war,  even  tliough  we  have 
facrificcd  our  interefl  by  a  difgraceful  treaty  ?  Did  ihe  exhibit 
fuch  patience,  magnanimity,  and  generofity  towards  us,  during  our 
revolution,  that  we  can  confide  in  her  fiiendlliip,  in  cafe  Jhe  fucceeded 
againjl  her  European  enemies  ?  The  old  Tories  and  apostate 
WHiGS  may  fay  yes  !  but  their  judgment  is  not  the  criterion  in  the 
prefent  queftion.  I  would  rather  apply  to  the  citizens  of  Amer- 
ica, who  have  experienced  the  vindictive  temper  of  Bhtons,  Hef- 
fians,  and  Waldeckers  ;  I  would  rather  apply  to  thofe,  who  faw 
the  flames  of  Charleftown,  Portland,  Norfolk,  &c.  who  experienc- 
ed their  cruelty  on  board  the  guard  ftiips  at  New- York  ;  who 
wept  over  the  houfes  of  worflrip,  difmantled  of  their  fteeples,  pul- 
pits, pews,  and  facramental  tables  ;  whofe  feelings  were  put  to  the 
torture,  in  obferving  the  fanftuary  converted  to  an  equeftrian  tl\e- 
atre  ;  who  heard  the  profane  language  of  a  foldiery,  witlrin  the 
temple  which  had  long  become  venerated  by  the  prefence  of  a 
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Prince,  and  the  benedictions  of  a  Sewall  ;  to  thofe,  who  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  pleafmg  voice  of  a  Whitfield,  when  tlie  Old  South 
was  crouded  bfffore  tlie  fun  had  ftrcaked  the  eaftem  horizon. 
Thcfe  are  the  characflers  to  whom  I  would  make  my  addrcfs  ; 
efpecially  at  this  period,  when  Religion,  pure  and  undefilcd  Re- 
ligion, is  brought  forward  as  the  ted  of  patriotifm.  What  fay  ye, 
citizens  of  New-England  ? — ^Ye  CLERfcv,  what  is  your  opinion  ? — 
Ye  men  of  piety,  in  holy  orders,  what  confidence  can  you  place  in 
thofe  who  have  fo  grofsly  and  impioufly  profaned  your  houfes  of 
worfliip,  and  who  diflurbed  your  devotions  on  the  day  fet  apart 
for  public  worfliip  ?  Can  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  now  become 
the  friends  of  thofe  who  have  fhe\vn  fuch  a  difpofition  of  enmity  to 
that  BEING  whom  they  adore  ?  After  driving  the  flock  from  their 
wonted  pafturcs  ;  after  introducing  beafls  for  fport  on  the  altar 
where  the  ybu/j  of  men  were  proftrated  before  the  majefty  of  heaven  ; 
after  polluting  the  courts  which  led  to  Zion's  gates  with  every 
obfcenity  which  could  difgrace  human  nature — can  ye,  ye  mintfiers 
cf  the  go/pel^  embrace  the  perpetrators  as  the  friends  of  God,  or  to 
the  caufe  in  which  you  have  engaged  ?  Such  an  unnatural  alliance 
is  affronting  to  heaven,  and  muft  in  the  end  be  reprobated  by  fome 
evident  marks  of  its  difpleafure. 

The  minds  of  the  Americans  have  been  inflamed  on  the  fubjeft 
of  religion,  and  diredled  to  anathematize  the  French  as  the  only  fub- 
verters  of  this  facred  inftitution.  But  what  nation  has  ever  been 
fo  hoftile  to  the  principles  of  this  country  as  the  Britifh  ?  From  the 
firft  fettlement  of  America,  has  not  the  hierarchy  of  the  church 
been  attempting  to  annihilate  the  independency  of  our  religious 
eftablifhments  ?  Why  did  a  Mayhew  and  a  Chauncy  enter  the 
field  of  controverfy  againft  the  aflunied  rights  of  National  Epifco- 
pacy  ?  Why  did  thofe  religious  patriots  encounter  the  fpiritual 
weapons  of  bifiiops  and  their  hoft  of  hireling  fcribblcrs  ?  Why 
were  tliey  blafted  as  diforgani/.ers  in  their  facerdotal  profefllons  ? 
The  anfwer  is  plain,  becaufe  they  oppofed  thofe  who  wKhed  to 
**  lord  it  over  Chrift's  heritage." 

During  the  revolution  this  fpirit  was  evidenced  in  the  mofl 
ftriking  colours  ;  our  Prejbyterian  meeting-hou/cs  were  the  peculiar 
objects  of  refentment  ;  they  were  ftyled  Schifm-Jhopst  and  every 
fhaft  of  calumny  and  detraftion  was  dire<*led  againft  their  fupport- 
cr$  ;  fcarcely  was  a  town  entered  by  the  Britifh  troops  but  die 
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houfes  of  worfhip  experienced  their  particular  violence.  In  the 
town  of  Boflon  the  inhabitants  can  recoiled  the  large  proportion 
ti'hich  fell  a  facrifice  to  their  hoftilities.  Their  coi^jludl  was  fo  yin- 
didlive,  that  it  feemed  a  war  oi  religious  extermination^  and  they  plac- 
ed our  Prejbyterlan  worfhip  in  fuch  a  ridiculous  point  of  view,  that 
tliey  wantonly  aimed  at  thofe  houfes  which  were  diftinguifiied  for 
tlie  veneration  of  the  men  who  had  preached  within  them.  Dr. 
Sewall  was  eminent  throughout  the  world  for  his  piety,  and  there- 
fore they  chofe  to  fignalize  his  fanduary  for  the  mod  degrading 
amufements  ;  they  continiied  in  their  impiety  till  the  old  gentle- 
man ftalked  before  them,  in  the  attitude  of  an  injured  gholl. — 
The  Old  North  was  diftinguifhed  by  its  venerable  eharaders,  and 
this  ancient  fabrick  was  deftined  to  the  flames.  Many  other 
places  of  worihip  (excepting  the  Eptfcopallan')  were  defiled  by  their 
unhallowed  hands.  Our  Sabbaths  were  days  of  military  parade, 
and  the  higheft  contempt  was  fhown  for  every  thing  which  wore 
the  appearance  of  religion  and  morality  ;  drums  and  fifes  were  the 
interludes  to  our  devotion. 

Fellow-Citizens  !  Is  this  too  high  a  wrought  pidure  of  Britifix 
proceedings  in  this  country  during  our  revolution  ?  Ye  aged 
patriots,  I  can  appeal  to  you  for  the  truth  of  the  defcription  :  Ye 
venerable  matrons,  I  can  call  on  you  for  the  propriety  of  the  ob- 
fervations  :  Ye  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  feme  of  whom  now  flumber 
on  your  pofls,  I  will  even  venture  to  fummon  you  as  evidences  to 
the  foregoing,  ftatement.  If  I  am  wrong  in  my  narration,  come 
forward  and  deny  the  fads  j  but  if  I  am  right,  you  mufl  accede  to 
my  principle. 

Where  is  the  American  then,  who  wifhes  an  alliance  with 
England,  to  defend  either  our  civil  or  religious  rights  ?  But  it  has 
lately  been  declared,  that  "  many  influential  charaders  in  the  gov- 
ernment" fiave  been  defirous  to  accomplifli  this  meafure.  On  the 
prefent  occafion,  however,  it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  inqtiire 
whether  thofe  perfons  are  not  the  friends  to  Mr.  Pinckney  ?  Are 
tliey  not  defirous  to  make  him  Prefident  ?  Is  he  not  the  man  who 
is  the  objed  of  this  particular  party  ?  It  is  true,  he  may  not  favor 
their  defigns,  but  we  ought  to  be  jealous  of  the  candidate,  who 
is  fupported  by  men  of  this  defcription.  Is  he  not  patronized  by 
the  EfTex  Junto  ?  And  while  we  deteft  their  politics,  we  muft  l>e 
careful  of  the  man  whom  they  recommend. 
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Unwarrantable  jcaloufy  is  derogatory  to  an  enlightened 
people  ;  but  there  are  points  of  decifion  to  which  wife  men  will 
adhere.  The  criAs  is  important,  and  it  calls  on  every  confiderate 
citizen  to  weigh  confequmces.  If  we  miftake  our  fituation,  or  be- 
come lulled  into  fecurity,  by  the  deceptive  appellations  oi  federal'ijlt 
znd  jacoSins,  our  ruin  is  inevitable.  Our  government  muft  depend 
on  the  wiidom  of  its  adminiftration,  and  the  economy  of  its  ex- 
penditures. An  extravagant  fyftcm  muft  impoverifh  the  people  ; 
enormous  taxes  muft  prels  hard  on  the  induftrious  citizens  ;  eight 
per  cent,  loans  will  increafe  the  public  debt  beyond  the  ability  of 
thofe  who  will  be  called  on  to'dilcharge  it.  Let  us  then  throw 
alide  party  fpirit,  and  contemplate  the  man  whofe  whole  political 
condudl  has  been  oppofed  to  fuch  meafures  :  M'^'ho  this  man  is^  we 
have  the  ftrongeft  evidences  ;  as  the  abufe  of  Mr.  Jeflferfon  has 
folely  atifen  from  his  decided  difapprobation  of  every  religious  ty- 
ranny,  and  his  delire  to  adminifter  the  govenunent  on  the  pure  and 
ECONOMICAL  principles  of  rfpublicanifm. 

Americans  !  this  being  the  ftate  of  the  queftion,  can  we  halt 
between  two  opinions  ?  Let  us  a«5l  like  men,  and  exercife  our 
rights  as  becomes  the  defcendants  of  "  ivcll-lorn'*  Americans. 
Thd  evidence  of  being  "  well-born"  is  to  preferve  our  freedom. 
When  this  is  permanently  effected,  then  may  we  exclaim  with 
pleafurable  emotions, "  the  fnare  is  broken,  and  We  have  efcaped  !'* 
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In  order  to  give  a  fpecimen  of  the  tendency  of  your  proceedings,  I 
fhall  exhibit  the  charadler  of  Mr.  Adams  as  defcribcd  by  Mr. 
Hamilton  ;  after  reviling  this  portraitt  you  may  be  able  to  draw 
proper  inferences  of  your  conduft. 

Mr.  Hamilton  fays — "  Mr.  Adams  does  not  pofTefs  the  talents 
adapted  to  the  adminijlraticn  of  government  ;  he  has  intrinfic  de- 
fedls  in  his  charadter,  which  unfit  him  for  the  office  of  Chief  Magif- 
irat^' — "  he  is  a  man  of  an  imagination  fublimated  and  exccntric 
—propitious  neither  to  a  regular  difplay  of  found  judgment^  nor  to 
N 


^  to  the  Electors  of  No.  XXltl.- 

fleady  perfeverance  in  afyftematic  plan  ofconduft  ;"  aiid,  fays 
Plamilton,  "  I  began  to  perceive,  what  has  been  too  manifeft, 
that  to  thefe  defe<5ls  are  added  the  unfortunateflfoibles  of  a  vanity 
vv^ithout  bounds,  and  a  jeahufy  capable  of  d'ljcolour'mg  every  objeBj* 
Mr.  Hamilton  goes  on,  **  the  conii derations  v/hich  had  reconciled 
mc  to  \htfuccefs  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  were  of  a  nature  exslufively  pub- 
lic ;  they  refulted  from  the  difgujling  egot'ifm,  the  d'tfiempered jealoiifyy 
and  the  ungovernable  indlfcretion  of  Mr.  Adams's  temper,  joined  to 
fome  doubts  of  the  corredtnefs  of  his  maxims  in  adminiftration"— • 
**  it  will  not  appear  exaggeration  to  thofe  who  have  ftudied  his 
charafSer,  to  fuppofe  that  Mr.  Adams  is  capable  of  being  alienated 
from  a  fyftem  to  which  he  has  been  attached^  becaufe  it  is  upheld  by  men 
•whom  he  hates  J'  Speaking  of  the  American  miflioh  to  France,  he 
thus  defcribes  Mr.  Adams,  "  fometimes  he  bus  treated  with  ridi- 
cule the  idea  of  its  being  a  meafure  which  would  terminate  in  peace  ;"^ 
at  other  times,  "  that  he  has  vindicated  the  meafure,  as  one  con- 
formable with  the  general  and  flrong  wifti  of  the  country ybr  peaces 
and  as  likely  to  promote  that  deflrable  objeft." 

This  is  the  char  after  given  of  Mr.  John  Adams,  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Hamilton — and  can  any  thing  be  more  difhonorary  and  affront- 
ing ?  Outrageous  pajfions^  jeahufy  and  duplicity y  are  reprefented  as  the 
prominent  features  which  mark  his  political'portrait.  While  Mr. 
Hamilton  thus  defames  Mr,  Adams,  he  is  equally  as  elaborate  in 
his  eulogiums  on  Mr.  Pinckney. 

Npw,  gentlemen,  I  would  beg  leave  to  afk  you,  with  what  pro- 
priety you  could  connefl:  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Pinckney  in  your 
votes  for  Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident  ?  Was  there  one  man 
among  the  eleftors  in  the  four  New-England  governments,  who 
knew  any  thing  about  Mr.  Pinckney,  otherwife  than  by  the  charafter 
given  him  by  Mr.  Hamilton  ?  And  provided  he  had  not  been  nom- 
inated by  him,  whetkcr  you  would  have  thought  of  this  gentleman 
m  connexion  with  Mr.  Adams  ?  You  muft  excufe  me  if  I  fay,  that 
I  very  much  doubt  it.  If  tliis  is  the  cafe,  what  could  induce  j'ow  to 
take  up  with  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  had  fo  fe- 
verely  treated  Mr.  Adams,  and  attempt  to  give  Mr.  Pinckney  an 
equal  (if  not  a  fuperior)  chance  with  him  ?  This  was  an  alliance  of  the 
moft  unnatural  kind  ;  for  if  Mr.  Adams  was  in  the  leaft  degree 
fimilar  to  what  Mr.  Hamilton  had  reprefented  him,  he  was  not 
tleferving  of  your  choice,  and  yet  you  have  reprobated  his  opinioa  as 
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it  refpe(5led  Mr.  Adams,  while  at  the  fame  time  you  have  approbat. 
td\x\s  nomination  of  Mr.  Pinckncy.  Hovr  could  you  fuppofe  that 
any  cordiality  .could  ever  fubfift  betvreen  the  gentlemen  thus 
chofen  :  One  was  denounced  by  Hamilton  as  unfit  for  the  office,  and 
the  other  was  tlie  candidate  of  his  warmed  approbation.  Certain- 
ly Mr.  Pinckney  would  feel  an  obligation  to  his  patron^  and  while 
in  office  would  attempt  to  promote  his  political  meafurcs — Mr, 
Adams,  on  the  contrary,  being  wounded  by  the  cenfures  thro-wn 
upon  him,  mud  ever  be  placed  in  a  mod  difagrecable  fituation,  to 
a<5t  in  concert  with  a  man,  who  obtained  his  votes  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  his  opponent.  Provided  fuccefs  had  attended  the 
eledion  of  thefe  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Adams  would  have  been  "  c^ 
all  men  the  mod  miferablc."  He  would  have  been  mortified  be- 
yond expreffion,  to  fee  the  man  of  Hamilton's  nomination  in  the  firft 
feat  of  government  ;  or  if  he  perchance  had  obtained  it,  yet  tlie 
problematical  fuccefs  of  the  ele«Sion  between  them,  would  have 
produced  feelings,  which  the  tendemefs  of  his  mind  could  not 
eafily  have  eradicated.  Mr.  Hamilton  would  have  exulted  ove^r 
him,  and  might  poffibly  threaten  Mr.  Adams  as  to  the  event  of  hi$ 
next  eledion. 

Suppofe  that  Mr.  Pinckney  had  obtained  a  majority  of  votes, 
and  was  chofen  Prcfident,  what  would  the  northern  dates  have  faid 
to  this  bufinefs  ?  Would  they  not  have  feen  that  they  were  duped  ? 
Would  they  not  have  difcovered  the  artful  plot,  and  would  not 
pvery  citizen  have  been  chagrined  at  fuch  an  event  ?  Yet,  gentle- 
men, you  came  near  to  give  this  triumph  to  a  party,  who  were 
laughing  behind  the  curtain  at  the  game  they  were  playing. 

Samplbn's  Jire-brands  and  foxes  were  not  a  more  unnatural  alli- 
ance, tlian  Pinckney  and  Adams,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  "  fmall 
party"  calculated  to  produce  as  much  mifchief.  After  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton had  defcribed  Mr.  Adams  in  terms  fo  opprobrious,  he  could 
not  fmcerely  with  him  to  be  Prefident. 

This  may  be  good  policy,  but  I  mud  fonfefs  it  is  beyond  my 
comprehenfion.  As  friends  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  candidate  of 
Hamilton  would  have  been  the  lad  man  to  be  confidercd.  It 
feemed  a  pointed  reflection  on  both  to  bring  them  in  conta(5l.  The 
connexion  mud  have  been  fo  difagreeable,  that  I  fhould  fuppofe 
no  friend  of  either  would  wilh  to  have  forwarded  it.  But  the 
fatfl  appears  plain,  that  many  who  pretended  to  be  Uie  advocates 
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for  Mr.  Adams  are  his  greateft  enemies.  They  holjiered  up  Pinck- 
jiey  by  the  ftrength  of  Adams  ;  and  this  is  evident,  for  at  the  late 
feaft  of  the  defcendants  of  the  Pilgrims,  in  this  to'v^n,  we  fee  by  the 
toafls  the  real  fent'iments  of  certain  individuals.  Hamilton  is  ftyled 
xht  pure  gold,  though  deprived  of  his  officialjiaivp  ;  .what  is  this  but 
a  direct  implication  on  the  Prefident  for  his  difmiflal  ?  If  then 
we  find  particular  perfons  extolling  him  for  his  purity,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  late  attack  on  the  Prefident,  can  we  hefitate  to 
declare,  thatfuch  men  are  hypocrites,  when  they  pretend  friend- 
fhip  towards  Mr.  Adams  ? 

Excufe  me,  gentlemen,  for  thefe  plain  remarks — I  have  not 
fludied  elegance  in  didion,  but  I  profefs  franknefs  in  expreffion. 
The  citizens  will  judge  of  the  propriety  of  my  remarks  ;  and  as  I 
write  for  their  information,  apologies  are  unneceflary.  I  do  not  cen- 
fure  you  in  your  official  capacity,  but  I  muft  fay,  if  you  are  fiiends 
to  Mr.  Adams,  that  you  took  a  ftrange  method  to  exprefs  your  at- 
tachment. 

The  Essex  Junto,  that  bane  to  our  country,  have  thrown  us 
into  our  prefent  difficulties,  and  occafioned  our  inconfiftencies  and 
perplexities.  They  have  calumniated  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  every 
honeft  republican  throughout  the  United  States  ;  and  Mr.  Adams, 
in  his  retirement,  will  have  an  opportunity  to  refled  on  thofe  delu- 
fions,  which  thofe  who  have  been  ftyled  jacobins,  cautioned  him 
againft.  But  we  truft  in  heaven  that  the  defigns  of  this  fadlion 
are  fruftrated,  and  that  the  fnare  is  broken  and  we  have  efcaped. 


No.  XXIV. 

TO    THr    ELECTORS    OF    THE    NORTHERN    STATES. 

XVEPUBLICANS  poflefs  that  magnanimity  of  mind,  that  they 
fcorn  to  avenge  themfelves  of  their  adverfaries,  by  retaliating  on 
the  fordid  principle  of  perfonal  refentment.  Though  for  many 
years  paft,  they  have  been  expofed  to  the  infolence  of  every  petty 
fycophant,  who  was  feeking  a  maintenance  from  thcr-federal  gov- 
ernment ;  though  fmgled  out  as  objefts  of  popular  odium,  by  the 
deteftable  tools  of  an  Effex  faftion  ;  though  vilified  from  the  prefs, 
and  denounced  from  tlie  pulpit ;  tliough  perfecuted,  defamed,  and 
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Irbeiled  by  every  ignorant  fcribbler,  who  could  wield  his  pen  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  liberties  of  his  country  :  yet,  amidft  this  torrent  of 
invedive,  the  republicans  Hand  pre-eminent  for  their  moder- 
ation, and  feel  fuch  a  fuperiority  as  will  not  fuffcr  them  to  retort 
the  pitiful  and  ignominious  fcurrility,  which  charaderize  their  ca- 
lumniators. 

The  REPUBLICANS  wifh  not  to  fcrecn  themfelves  from  a  ftrift 
invefti^ation  of  their  condu(fl.  They  pla.ce  themfelves  on  the  bafis 
of  the  Conftitution,  and  never  dread  an  appeal  to  the  public  judg- 
ment, by  threatening  i::en  wilh  fines  and  imprifonment.  Under 
the  fyilem  of  a  pure  republican  acimlnijiraiton,  we  hope  never  to  hear 
the  groans  of  a  prifoner  echoing  through  the  receffes  of  a  dungeon, 
for  expreffing  his  political  fentiments  ;  nor  to  behold  a  wife  and 
children  bemoaning  their  misfortunes,  by  being  deprived  of  the 
fupport  of  an  hufband  and  parent  under  the  cruel  hand  of  a  relent- 
lefs  judiciary.     Such  exceffes  are  abhorrent  to  tuell-born  Americans. 

The  republicans  depend  on  principle,  and  not  on  terror. 
The  human  mind  is  left  unfliackled,  and  permitted  to  contemplate 
in  its  utmoft  latitude  the  condud  of  men,  and  tlie  tendency  of  meaf- 
ures.  They  affume  no  control  over  public  opinion;  nor  delignate 
a  particular  party  by  the  childifh  infignia  of  a  black  cockade. 
Thefe  degrading  adlions  are  beneath  the  philanthropy  of  repub- 
licans. They  ftrive  to  convince,  rather  than  to  terrify.  They  ap- 
peal to  the  reafon  rather  than  i\iQ  fears  of  their  fellow-citii' ens  :  and 
if  thefe  falutary  purpofes  are  not  eflPeded,  by  thefe  moderate  meaf- 
ures,  they  pity  and  commifTerate  the  obdurate.  A  gaol  is  not 
the  temple  of  Apollo  to  convince  the  mind,  and  fines  and  imprif- 
onment are  arguments  too  unphilofophical  to  be  offered  as  rational 
convidion.  Magnanimity,  benevolence,  and  moderation  are  the  car- 
dinal virtues  ;  and  may  the  caufe  of  republicanifm  never  be  di£. 
graced  by  any  fpecies  of  conduft  which  defignatcs  tyranny. 

After  thus  giving  the  outlines  of  republican  tenets,  I  hope  you 
will  acquit  me  of  exciting  a  fyilem  of  terror  under  the  new^dmin- 
iftration.  Though  an  oppofite  line  of  condudl  has  hitherto  been 
purfued  by  the  oppofers  of  the  republicans,  (the  feverity  of  which 
might  juftify  an  ample  retaliation)  yet  the  brilliancy  of  the  caufe 
in  which  they  are  engaged,  I  hope  will  never  be  clouded  by  imita- 
ting the  degrading  and  difgraceful  behaviour  of  a  fet  of  infolent, 
intolerant,  infulting,  and  abufive  wretches,  fome  of  whoin  ha^■p 
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'  i)pen  balking  under  the  emoluments,  and  feeding  on  the  loaves  and 
fiihes  of  government.  Though  the  principles  of  republicanifm 
foften  the  vindidive  paffions,  yet  they  tend  to  the  mod  critical 
fcrutiny  into  all  the  motives  and  operations  of  their  public  fer- 
vants.  No  man,  or  body  of  men,  is  confidered  above  "  The  Peo- 
ple" ;  THEY  are  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  power  ;  they  are  the 
"checks  and  balances"  which  poife  the  political  ftandard,  and 
eledions  are  the  weights  by  which  they  decide  merit. 

Thefe  things  being  premifed,  gentlemen,  I  cannot  but  make  a 
few  more  obfervations  on  the  tendency  of  your  conduft  in  the  choice 
of  Prefident  and  Viqe-Prefident. 

The  confequences  muil  have  been  fatal,  had  you  fucceeded  in 
the  eledlion  of  Meflis.  Adams  and  Pinckney.  It  might  have  been 
fetting  up  tyii'o  ftandards,  to  which  the  diflFerent  parties  would  have 
repaired.  The  enemies  of  Mr.  Adams  knew  this,  and  therefore 
urged  their  plans  under  the  expeftation  of  reviving  their  own  par- 
ty. They  knew  that  they  could  not  expeft  any  preferment  under 
Mr.  Adams's  adminiflration  j  they  therefore  artfully  linked  them- 
ielves  with  Mr.  Adams's  friends,  and,  with  the  utmoft  fubtilty  of 
addrefs,  fo  far  ingratiated  tliemfelves  as  to  walk  hand  in  hand  like 
two  fond  lovers,  towards  the  confummation  of  their  defigns.  But 
their  friendfhip  was  delufive  ;  it  might  be  compared  to  the  afTaffin 
who  had  enticed  the  traveller  to  depend  on  his  proteftion,  and  af- 
ter obtaining  his  confidence,  facrificed  him  the  firft  opportunity. 
All  the  expedlations  cf  this  junto  refted  on  the  fuccefs  of  Mr, 
Pinchiey,  and  if  he  did  not  fucceed,  they  were  fatisfied  that  their 
plans  were  fruftrated.  To  carry  him  under  his  own  political  rep- 
utation, they  knew  was  impoffibU  ;  they  therefore  ftood  ready  to, 
couple  him,  either  with  Adams  or  Jejferfon  : — and  I  am  confidently 
told,  that  a  propofition  was  made  by  Mr.  Pinckney's  friends  for 
tliis  purpofe  ;  but  the  fupporters  of  Mr.  Jeffcrfon  treated  the  com- 
promife  with  every  mark  of  contempt  ;  they  would  not  barter  the 
general  happinefs  to  bring  forward  a  party,  wjiich  they  confidered 
as  injurious  to  the  general  welfare,  though  it  would  completely  fe- 
cure  the  eknion  of  their  candidate.  Mr.  Jefferfon  might  have  had 
a  great  fupport  from  Mr.  Pinckney's  friends,  if  his  advocates  had 
folely  ftudied  his  elevation  to  the  prcfidential  chair,  in  preference 
to  the  real  republican  principles t  which  they  meant  by  his  eledUon  tA 
fabliantiatc. 
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As  an  evidence  in  point,  of  the  impropriety  of  connefting 
Meflrs.  Pinckney  and  Adams,  I  will  ftate  a  circumftance  which 
Would  probably  have  taken  place,  in  cafe  Mr.  Pinckney  had  been 
chofen  Pnjident  :  and,  as  you  gave  him  an  equal  chance  with  Mn 
Adams,  the  event  cannot  be  confidered  as  altogetlicr  viHonaryi 
Suppofe  the  firft  nominations  of  Mr.  Pinckney  had  been  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton and  Mr.  Pickering,  one  as  Secretary  of  State,  the  other 
Secretary  at  War  ?  In  this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  the  wound  infli(5l- 
ed  by  Hamilton  would  have  been  laid  bare  before  the  public  ;  the 
friends  of  Adams  would  have  confidered  it  as  a  pointed  affront  on 
him  ;  and  the  friends  of  the  candidates  would  have  viewed  it  as  a 
juft  compliment  to  tlieir  merits.  During  this  controverfy,  parties 
would  have  rallied  ;  refledlions  would  have  increafed  with  an  elec- 
trical celerity  ;  the  honour  of  Mr.  Adams  on  one  fide,  and  the 
jealoufy  of  Mr.  Pinckney  on  the  other,  would  have  created  a  fer- 
mentation in  the  public  mind,  which  could  not  eafiiy  be  allayed  ; 
the  Effex  junto  would  have  ereded  their  baneful  crcft,  and  the 
event  would  have  been,  if  not  a  civil  war,  yet  the  inveteracy  of  paf- 
fions  Would  have  fell  but  little  fhort  of  fuch  a  cataftrophe.  The 
conteft  might  have  been  fo  diftrefling,  that  the  hiftory  of  America 
would  have  fumiftied  a  datum  whereby  to  calculate  our  political 
misfortunes.  The  contending  parties  being  powerful,  the  United 
States  might  have  commenced  the  fanguinary  detail  of  war,  from 
this  inaufpicious  period.  The  nineteenth  century  might  have  be- 
gun its  progrefs  with  garments  rolled  in  blood,  within  the  once 
peaceful  fhores  of  America.  Hiftory,  inftead  of  being  crimfoned 
with  European  controverfies,  might  have  opened  a  new  page  to 
defcribe  the  fanguinary  fcenes  exhibited  on  the  American  theatre. 

Thefe  recitals  are  not  the  whims  of  fancy,  or  tlie  flights  of  im- 
agination ;  they  are  probabilities  which  no  man  can  controvert  ; 
and  we  have  reafon  to  thank  heaven,  tliat  we  are  delivered  from 
fuch  apprehenfions,  under  an  adminiftration  fo  congenial  with 
vntforni  principles. 

Thefe  obfervations,  gentlemen,  are  offered  for  your  confidera- 
tion — and  the  citizens  have  reafon  to  rejoice,  that  the  ele<5lion  has 
taken  its  prefent  courfe — and  provided  "  the  people"  are  atten- 
tive to  their  adminiftration,  We  may  anticipate  events  the  moft  fal- 
«tary  and  propitious. 
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Thus,  gentlemen,  have  I  oflFered  my  fentiments  on  the  tendency 
of  your  votes,  in  paying  attention  to  an  inconfiftent  nomination, 
and  if  they  ftrike  your  mind  with  the  fame  force  they  do  mine,  you 
mud  congratulate  each  other  that  you  did  not  fucceed  in  your 
eledion  ;  for  Mr.  Adams  mull  have  been  the  mod  miferable  man 
within  the  United  States,. if  chofen  either  Prefident  or  Vice-Prefi- 
dent,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Effex  junto.  The  writings  of 
federalifts,  and  the  toafts  we  fee  dranfc,  are  but  feeble  fpecimens  of 
w^hat  they  would  have  done,  provided  this  party  had  been  brought 
once  more  into  our  public  councils.  "  May  they  henceforth  reft 
from  their  political  labours,  and  may  their  hvorks  follow  them." 
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TO    THOSE    WHOM    IT    MAY    CONCERN. 


X  HE  Essex  junto  being  completely  baffled  in  their  views, 
and  finding  that  all  their  arts  and  ftratagems  are  defeated,  have 
now  become  defperate,  and  are  endeavoring  to  confound  and  per- 
plex that  government  by  artifice,  which  they  could  not  fubvert  by 
intrigue.  Thefe  men  are  now  reduced  to  the  moft  mortifying  fitu- 
ation,  in  feeing  themfelves  difappointed  in  their  defigns,  and  after 
anticipating  the  moft  glorious  profpefts,  they  cannot  refrain  ex- 
preffing  their  chagrin  in  being  arrefted  in  the  midft  of  their  career. 

Thus  we  oblerve  the  continued  calumny  in  the  prcfles  devoted 
to  their  fervice.  Every  indecency  of  language  and  every  oppro- 
brious epithet  are  expreflive  of  the  malignity  of  their  difpOfition. 
They  have  the  impudence  to  charge  the  republican  citizens  as  aim- 
ing folely  to  acquire  pojls  of  honour  and  profit  ;  when  it  is  evident 
that  a  large  proportion  of  thefe  defamers  are  either  enjoying 
places  of  profit  or  are  conftantly  feeking  fome  lucrative  em- 
ployment. 

With  what  bare-faced  arrogance  muft  thefe  perfons  prefume 
to  allege  fuch  motives  to  the  citizens  who  have  given  their  fuf- 
frages  for  Mr.  Jefferfon.  "Vhc  fuhfiantlal property  of  this  country  is 
in  favour  of  this  patriotic  gentleman  by  the  prefent  elcftion.  Their 
votes  are  not  otjtaihed  by  fraudulent  means,  in  voting  for  one  man, 
when  another  was  evidently  intended.    Notwithftanding  this  unc- 
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quivocal  declfion  In  their  favour,  yet  this  implacable  fadlion  are 
perfifting  in  their  nefarious  fchemes  to  throw  the  United  States 
into  perplexities.  They  have  dared  to  call  their  opponents  tli/or' 
ganizsrs,  enemies  to  the  confiitution,  and  difpofed  to  depreciate  the  pub- 
lic confidence  in  all  matters  refpefting  the  fundsf  and  other  pecuni- 
ary eftajjlifliments, 

Thefc  are  the  charges  brought  by  this  fatfliori  againfl;  the 
friends  of  Mr.  JefFerfon.  Let  us  then,  fellow-citizens,  fee  how  far 
their  adlions  correfpond  with  their  allegations. 

Who  are  the  diforganizcrs  at  the  prefent  moment  ?  Who  are 
the  men  that  talk  about  overturning  government  P  Are  they  not 
thofe  who  are  pleading  in  favour  of  an  hereditary  Prefident  and 
Senate  ?  Are  they  not  thofe  who  are  Calumniating  the  ftates  which 
have  given  tlieir  fuffrages  for  Mr.  Jefferfon  ?  If  thefe  perfons  are 
in  favour  of  the  conftitution,  why  will  they  not  allow  the  fame 
right  to  others,  which  they  claim  themfelves  ?  The  conftitution 
contemplates  a  free  eledion  for  Prefident  and  Vrce-Prcfident,  once 
in  four  years,  and  on  this  occafion  every  freedom  is  to  be  exercifed 
by  the  refpe<5live  ftates,  to  choofe  fuch  men  as  are  moft  agreeable  to 
them.  The  mode  adopted  at  the  lail  election  has  been  peculiarly 
favorable  to  MefTrs.  Adams  and  Pinckney,  notwithftanding  which, 
the  return  of  votes  has  given  the  majority  to  MefTrs.  JefFerfon  and 
Burr.  If  this  does  not  exprefs  the  fentiments  of  the  citizens,  what 
method  could  be  taken  to  give  them  a  more  decided  avowal  ? 
Maffachufetts  has  taken  the  right  from  the  people  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  fecuring  MefTrs.  Adams  and  Pinckney  ;  and  Pennfyl- 
vania  have  carried  their  projects  to  tlie  utmoft  length  to  efFe<fl 
their  purpofes  ;  who  then  is  to  blame  in  this  bufmcfs  ? 

Though  this  is  fo  evident,  yet  w-e  daily  obferve  the  moft  grofj 
abufe  on  the  public  voice.  The  vileft  calumny  is  publifhed  againft 
Mr.  Jefferfon,  as  they  know  that  he  is  the  man  contemplated  by  the 
eletftors  tOi  fill  the  feat  of  prefidency*  To  delieat  this  purpofci  is 
now  their  great  objcd.  The  Elfex  junto  and  their  adherents, 
therefore,  are  the  diforgam%ers  ;  they  are  the  difturbers  of  the  pub- 
lic tranquility  ;  they  are  the  men  who  are  endeavouring  to  de2')reci- 
ate  the  public  funds,  to  lefFen  the  value  of  all  pecuniary  eftabliih- 
ments,  to  create  jealoufy  among  the  citizens,  and  to  injure  our  na- 
Vonal  reputation  in  Europe.  For  this  bafc  end,  tlicy  are  defcrib- 
O 
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ing  our  government  as  tending  to  a  diffolution  ;  that  property 
tv'ill  be  fet  afloat  ;  that  our  fix  per  cent,  and  other  public  flocks  are 
falling. 

Ye  holders  of  the  public  funds,  what  have  you  not  to  appre- 
hend from  thefe  diforganlzers  ?  How  are  you  to  receive  your 
quarterly  payments,  If  the  confidence  of  the  citizens  in  tlie  govern- 
ment is  tlius  blafted  ?  From  whence  do  you  expeft  your  intereft 
money,  if  this  junto  are  to  raife  a  diftruft  in  the  netv  adminiftra- 
tion  ?  If  your  flocks  are  to  be  cried  doiou  by  this  defperate  party, 
who  are  the  people  to  give  ftability  to  your  property  ?- — Will  the 
Junto  help  you  in  the  day  of  adverftty  ?  If  they  convulfe  the  govern- 
ment, will  not  your  pecuniary  intereft  be  the  firft  fhaken  in  the  con- 
troverfy  ?  Inftead,  therefore,  of  joining  this  defperate  clan  of 
cppofers,  rather  fufpeft  their  views  and  defigns.  It  may  be  for 
their  private  emolument  that  confufion  fhould  arife.  Individuals 
among  them  may  be  fo  plunged  in  arrears,  (provided  a  ftrl(5l  ex- 
amination into  their  accounts  fiiould  take  place)  that  their  only  fe- 
curity  may  lay  in  lurning  the  hoohsy  and  involving  all  public  tranf. 
a(5tions  in  intricacy  and  perplexity.  Such  men,  we  may  fufpecEl 
are  afraid  to  have  things  brought  to  light,  and  under  tlieir  prefent 
embarraflments  may  be  defirous.  to  introduce  every  difficulty  to 
prevent  a  critical  inveftigation  into  their  condufl. 

The  men  who  have  been  planning  a  war  with  France  are  not 
the  friends  to  any  clafs  of  real  American  citizens.  In  this  ftate  of 
things,  if  they  had  accomplifhed  their  purpofes,  the  flochf  and  every 
kind  of  LANDED  PROPERTY  muft  have  fell  a  facrifice.  It  would 
have  been'  impoflible  to  maintain  the  funds  at  their  prefent  eftima- 
tion,  as  the  public  debt  would  have  increafed  beyond  the  ability  of 
the  people  to  difcharge  it.  The  fchemes  of  this  junto  were  hoftile 
to  every  man  who  held  either  pixbiic  flocks  or  landed  property,  as 
war  muft  have  lelTencd  the  value  of  both.  And  it  is  further  fuf- 
pefled,  th3.t  many  who  are  now  clamorous  againft  Mr.  JefFerfon 
are  fo  involved  in  the  banks,  cuftom-houfe,  &c.  tliat  they  wifli  to 
balance  their  accounts  by  an  annihilation  of  the  government. 

The  utmoft  confidence,  therefore,  muft  be  placed  in  the  new 
admir'ijlratio?!.  A  war  with  France  is  now  improbable,  if  not  impof- 
fible.  A  fyftcmof  economy  will  give  ftability  to  the  funds,  and 
appreciate  the  landed  intereft.  The  merchant  will  not  be  burden- 
ed with  excefllve  duties  to  maiatain  si  flanding  army  and  a  clan  ^ 
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Idlers,  who  have  too  long  lived  on  falaries  much  above  ihtir firv'ue, 
or  their  merits.  EcoNOMv  is  the  great  work  of  reformation  :— <• 
The  indultrious  arc  the  worthy  part  of  fociety,  and  the  lazy  drone« 
who  are  bafking  either  at  home  or  abroad,  under  governmental 
patronage,  ought  to  be  put  to  a  better  employment.  Economy  is 
the  vital  principle  of  a  republic,  and  under  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Jeiferfon,  we  doubt  not,  the  citizens  will  have  reafon  to  return 
thanks  to  heaven,  that  the  "  fnare  is  broken  and  that  we  have  ef- 
caped."  A  defperate,  infidious,  wicked  fadtion  are  now  difcovered 
(emphatically  ftyled  the  Essex  Junto)  and  provided  we  keep 
fuch  men  from  our  councils,  and  remove  thern  from  their  offices, 
the  Republic  of  America  will  afTume  its  national  dignity.  Thefc 
are  the  diforganizers,  an4  ought  to  be  branded  as  fuch.  Citizens 
of  America,  be  firm  ;  be  vigilant. 
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CONSIDERATIONS     FOR     THE     CLERGY     AND    PEOPLE, 
FROM     DR.     morse's    GEOGRAPHY, 

JDoCTOR  MORSE,  in  his  Geography,  page  453,  fpeaking  of 
the  clergy  of  Conne8icut,  makes  this  fingular  remark  : — "  The  cler- 
gy, who  are  numerous,  and  as  a  body  very  refpeftable,  have  hith- 
erto prcferved  a  kind  of  arjjlocratical  balance  in  the  democraiical  gov- 
ernment of  the  State,  which  has  happily  operated  as  a  check  to  the 
overbearing  fpirit  of  republicanifm." 

This  aflertion,  if  falfe,  is  a  charge  which  requires  the  confld- 
cration  of  the  clergy  :  If  true,  the  declaration  is  worthy  the  im- 
mediate confideration  of  the  people.  If  it  isfalfet  it  is  a  libel  on 
the  "  refpeaable  clergy"  of  Connecticut  :  If  true,  it  is  a  fubjeft  iu 
which  the  citizens  arc  deeply  interefted. 

In  a  republican  govenjment, ,  it  is  an  alarming  idea,  that  an 
ariftocracy  is  operating  among  the  clergy  to  check  the  fpirit  of  re- 
publicanifm  ;  and  the  alarm  is  greatly  increafed,  when  the  declar- 
ation is  made  by  a  man,  who  pledges  the  authenticity  of  hi» 
avowal  by  fubfcribing  his  name  to  the  publication. 

Dodlor  Morfe's  Geography  is  paOlng  current  through  the 
United  States.    He  is  an  auUiory  who  has  obtained  a  reputation 
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(if  not  by  the  propriety  of  his  writings,  yet  his  oivn  qffiduity  has 
given  a  circulation  to  them)  which  has  overpowered  many  inac- 
curacies contained  in  various  pages  of  his  performances. 

Dodor  Morfe  has  taken  peremptory  ground.  It  is  prefumed, 
then,  that  he  is  willing  to  be  refponfible  for  whatever  his  Geogra- 
phy contains.  If  it  is  ftudied  in  our  academies,  public  fchools,  &c. 
every  article  ought  to  be  well  authenticated.  If  our  children  are 
to  be  taught  not  only  geography,  but  the  poUt'tcal  principles  which 
govern  cerlain  orders  of  men,  how  careful  Ihould  he  be,  that  nothing 
\%  inferted  but  what  will  bear  the  ftrideft  fcrutiny. 

By  this  ftatement,  the  queftion  is  reduced  to  a  fimple  point,— 
do  we  wifh  that  our  children,  by  perufmg  Doftor  Morfe's  Geog- 
raphy, fhould  be  taught  as  a  rudiment  of  education,  "  That  the 
refpedlable  body  of  clergy  in  Conne«5licut,  are  a  kind  of  ariflocratkal 
balance  in  the  democratical  government  of  that  ftate,  and  that  they 
operate  as  a  check  to  the  overbearing  fpirit  of  republicantfin  ?" 

Will  the  clergy  of  Connefticut  thank  Doftor  Morfe  for  this  de- 
claration ?  Do  they  wifh  to  be  confidered  as  oppofed  to  a  repuhli' 
canfyflem  of  government  ?  Are  they  defirous  to  become  an  arifto- 
cratical  check  in  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  that  ftate  ?  Are  church 
and  ftate  fo  allied  among  the  free  citizens  of  Connedlicut,  that  the 
clerical  ord^r  is  introduced  as  an  efficient  branch  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion  ?  Does  their  conftitution  contemplate  the  clergy  as  part  of  the 
legiflature,  or  have  they  a  control  over  the  "  conftituted  authori- 
ties" eftablilhed  in  their  fovereignty  ? 

What  right  has  Do^or  Morfe  (while  writing  a  Geography  for 
\C\%  perfonal  emolument )  to  bring  into  public  view  die  clergy  of  Con- 
Jie(5licut,  as  interfering  in  the  civil  departments  of  that  Common- 
wealth ?  Who  gave  him  an  authority  to  reprefent  this  refpedable 
order  as  an  arijlocratical  body,  and  afting  in  oppofition  to  the  repub- 
lican principles  of  their  fellow-citizens  ?  Who  empowered  him  to 
denounce  the  freemen  of  Connecticut  as  exercifing  an  overbearing 
fpir'a  of  repid'llcanlfm  ?  Or  will  ihtfale  of  his  Geography  (as  it 
refpefts  his  prlvn'e  iniereji)  compenfate  the  refpedable  clergy  of 
Connefticut  for  the  cenfure  thus  throMTi  upon  them  ? 

While  reading  this  remark  of  Dodor  Morfe,  a  ftranger  would 
naturally  ftjfpedt  that  die  clergy  of  Connedicut  had  formed  them- 
felves  into  a  civil  phalanx  :  that  inftead  of  attending  to  the  duties 
*f  their  prcfejjion,  they  had  afTociated  as  a  body  of  politicians  ;  that 
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they  voted  and  a8ed  in  oppolltion  to  the  legal  authority  of  th* 
ftate  ;  that  they  i/Fued  their  veto  or  bulls  to  countcrad  the  rcfolu- 
tions  of  the  legiflaturc  ;  tliat  tliey  forfook  their  pulpits,  and  com-^ 
menced  political  miflionaries  j  in  fhort,  that  the  clergy  had  conu 
bined  as  an  eccUJiaJl'tcal fuil'ion  to  fubvert  the  eftablifhed  principle  of 
the  government.  If  a  zealous  republican  had  dealt  fo  freely  with 
the  Reverend  Order,  it  might  have  been  confidered  as  an  outrage 
on  their  patriotifm,  but  when  one  of  their  own  fraternity  makes 
the  avowal,  it  wears  a  more  ferious  afpeft. 

Not  being  particularly  acquainted  with  tlie  clergy  of  ConneSi- 
cut,  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  how  far  the  reprefentation  of  Dodor 
Morfe  may  be  agreeable  to  them.  But  this  I  am  bold  to  fay,  that  if 
any  man  in  Connedicut  had  made  die  fame  indecent  declaration 
againft  the  'whole  refpedable  clergy  o/"  Massachusetts,  they  would 
have  refented  it  as  a  moft  illiberal  degradation  of  tlieir  clerical 
charadter.  The  clergy  of  this  ftate  would  have  received  it  as  a 
grofs  reflexion  on  their  condudl  ;  and  at  their  annual  convention 
would  have  pafl'ed  a  fevere  reprimand  on  the  officious  author. 
The  clergy  of  Maflachufetts  would  have  reprobated  every  fuggeC- 
tion  that  conveyed  an  idea  that  they  had  formed  an  arijlocrai'ual  bed" 
anccy  to  check  the  fpirit  of  republicanifm.  They  would  have  confid- 
ered it  as  an  aifront  on  the  Reverend  Ordcr^  to  be  placed  in  fuch  a 
degrading  political  view,  and  defignated  as  fubverters  of  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country.  If  Dodor  Morfe  can  take  this  freedom  witlj 
the  clergy  of  Conne<5tlcut,  it  is  prefumed  that  no  man  dare  afiumc 
the  fiime  liberty  with  the  clergy  of  Maffachufetts.  Though  wc 
have  reafon  to  think,  that  fome  individuals  of  the  clerical  profct 
fion  arc  endeavouring  to  form  an  ariftocratical  balance,  yet  the 
clergy,  as  a  body,  we  prefume,  are  oppofed  to  fuch  a  meafure. 

When  Dodlor  Morfe  was  writing  his  Geography,  and  hurrying 
it  for  the  prefs^  he  might  flatter  himfelf,  tliat  it  was  but  of  little  con- 
fequence  how  he  defcribed  particular  orders  of  men.  But  what  he 
fays  of  the  clergy  of  Connefticut  is  a  charge  of  the  higheft  magni^ 
tude.  If  this  ariftocracy  is  already  formed  in  Connedicut,  may 
Wc  not  fufpcft  that  it  may  have  a  more  extcnfive  operation  ?  Has 
not  Do<5tor  Morfe,  by  his  injudicious  obfer\'ations,  taken  an  effcd- 
ual  method  to  fet  the  people  of  Conncflicut  againft  their  eccle- 
fiaftical  teachers  \  Does  he  fuppofe,  that  tlie  citizens  will  reverence 
their  clergy  as  an  aripocratkal  body  ?    Will  tjiey  eftecm  thejn  as 
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men,  who  are  a  check  to  the  fplrit  of  repuhlicamfm  ?  Are  not  the 
people  of  Connefticut  Republicans  ?  If  fo,  tliey  muft  be  oppofed 
to  an  ariflocratical  body  ;  and  when  they  are  told  by  Doftor  Morfe, 
that  the  clergy  are  this  body,  will  they  not  view  them  with 
jealoijfy,  and  endeavour  to  render  them  uneafy  in  their  refpeftive 
congregations  ? 

What  can  have  a  greater  tendency  to  deftroy  the  caufe  of  re- 
ligion, than  denomicing  the  iphole  clergy  of  a  flaie  as  a  combined  body 
of  arijlocrats  ?  A  deill  could  not  take  a  more  efFe<Stual  way  to  ac* 
complifh  his  purpofes  ;  and  yet  the  pious  Doftor  Morfe  is 
prejudicing  the  citizens  of  Connedicut  againft  their  clergy  by  fuch 
an  opprobrious  epithet.  The  Palladium  is  bemoaning  the 
progrefs  of  infidelity  ;  the  New-England  Slates  are  particularly 
called  upon  to  rally  round  the  banner  of  religion  ;  and  yet  this 
fcge  Dodlor  has  come  forward,  and  declared,  tliat  the  clergy  of 
one  of  thefe  ftates, "  happily"  preferve  an  ari/locratical  balance,  and 
check  the  fpirit  of  republicanifm.  The  Dodtor,  it  muft  be  allow- 
ed, Ihows  fome  degree  of  jefuitifm  in  his  mode  of  expreffion  ;  he 
fays,  "  an  overhearing  fpirit  of  republicanifm.  But  who  are  the 
Judges  in  this  cafe  ?  Are  the  clergy  fo  far  a  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment as  to  interfere  in  the  laws  ?  or  have  they  fuch  an  influ- 
ence as  to  control  meafures,  after  they  are  enadled  by  the  legifla- 
ture  ?  Do  they  meet  in  conclave  to  revfe  the  laivs  ?  or  are  they 
recognized  as  Lords  Spiritual  ?.  Can  they  rally  a  faffion  to 
counteraft  the  proceedings  of  the  conftituted  authorities  ? — But, 
according  to  Dodtor  Morfe's  ftatement,  all  thefe  things  are  done 
by  the  Clergy,  and  that  it  is  in  their  power  to  checi  the  fpirit  of 
repuhlicamfm,  as  far  as  they  think  proper. 
Citizens  of  Connecticut  1 

Thefe  remarks  are  made  for  your  confideration.  Permit  me  to 
afk  you,  whether  Dr.  Morfe  is  right  or  wrong  ?  Is  it  a  fad,  that  your 
clergy  are  an  aristocratical  body  ?  Is  it  tnuy  that  they  check 
the  fpirit  of  republicanifm  ?  Have  they  fuch  a  control  over  your 
councils,  that  they  can  fay,  hitherto  Ihall  you  go  in  your  republi- 
canifm, and  no  farther  ?  Have  you  a  bench  of  bishops,  or  do 
your  laws  pafs  through  the  ordeal  of  a  fpiritual  inqulfition  ?  Ii 
thefe  are  fadls,  we  cannot  but  pity  your  fituation  :  But  if  they  art 
Hoty  we  expeft  that  fome  fevere  cenfures  will  be  pafled  on  the  man, 
whofe  arrogance  has  led  him  to  give  fuch  a  ftatement  of  your  po* 
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litical  vaflalage.  The  Ye?)manry  of  Conneflicut  are  too  enlight- 
ened to  be  pricft-riJden.  The  freedom  of  their  conflltution  foars 
above  a  clerical  control  ;  and  though  a  man  may  acquire  a  few 
dollars  by  tlie  fale  of  a  geographical  publication,  yet  the  honovr  of 
freemen  is  too  great  a  facrifice  not  to  expofe  his  abfurdities.  The 
liberties  of  a  people  are  too  facred  to  be  fported  with,  and  even 
prieftly  habiliments  fhould  never  be  a  cover,  too  impenetrable  for 
inveftigation  and  reprehenfion.  The  federal  conftitution  has  gua- 
ranteed a  republican  government  to  the  refpe<n:ive  ftates  ;  who 
then  is  the  man  that  prefumes  to  affert,  that  the  clergy  are  form- 
ing an  ariftocracy  to  check  this  conftitutional  barrier  ?  If  there  is 
fuch  a  perfon,  let  him  come  forward  and  maintain  his  principles^ 
and  not  impute  to  others,  what  he  dare  not  himfelf  openly  avow. 
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FURTHER    REMARKS    ON    DR.    MORSE. 

X.  HE  remarks  on  Old-South,  in  the  Palladium,  cany  ftrong 
traits,  that  the  Reverend  Do3or  is  the  author  ; — but  when  fo  high 
a  compliment  is  paid  to  him,  "  that  every  gentleman,  who  is  friend- 
ly'to  the  diflfemination  of  ufeful  knowledge,  feels  Indebted  to  the  in-» 
duftry  and  tcdents  of  Do<flor  Morse  for  fo  valuable  a  tvorky  as  th« 
Geography  of  his  own  country,"  candour  might  forbid  me  to  con* 
fider  him  as  the  trumpeter  of  his  literary  fame.  But  though  can- 
dour may  lay  in  her  claim,  yet  we  have  been  fumifhed  with  {o  many 
evidences  of  his  fcribbling  propenlity,  I  cannot  fuppofe  tliat  any 
other  perfon  would  take  the  pains  to  vindicate  his  political  repu- 
tation. 

I  fliall,  therefore,  confider  the  Do<flor  as  the  writer  of  the  re- 
marks on  Old-South  ;  and,  after  he  has  complimented  himfelf  as 
a  "  man  of  talents"  1  am  willing  to  allow  him  the  fame  privilege 
•with  any  other  trader,  who  has  an  article  to  difpofe  of.  His  Geog- 
raphy is  an  article  of  fale  ;  and  as  fuch,  it  gives  it  an  additional 
value,  by  ftamping  on  the  prefatory  page  the  talents  of  the  author. 
For  we  buy  books  for  die  improvement  of  the  mind,  as  we  buy 
*'  Hamilton's  worm-deftroying  lozenges,"  or  any  other  medicine, 
for  redifying  tlie  hmpwi  coci/Ututioa.     There  never  was  a  perfo» 
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tpho  publifhed  a  noftrum,  but  what  declcired  the  inventor  a  man  of 
talents,  and  that  the  medicine  would  cure  almoft  every  complaint 
to  which  the  human  frame  was  liable.  Though  I  am  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  Dodlor  Morfe  has  great  merit  as  a  compiler  ; 
yet  in  books,  as  in  medicine,  the  public  will  judge  for  themfelves. 

Doftor  Morfe,  w^hile  endeavouring  to  apologize  for  his  expref- 
fion  in  his  Geography,  has  perfifted  in  his  declaration,  "  that  the 
fentiment  is  perfectly  corredl."  He  ftill  perfifts  in  his  avowal, 
"  that  the  clergy  of  Connefticut  have  hitherto  preferred  a  kind  of 
ar'ijlocratical  balance^'  ; — and  how  do  they  preferve  it  I  The  Dodor 
tells  us,  "  by  preaching  the  pure  do6trines  of  the  gofpel  ;  inculca- 
ting its  moral  precepts,  and  exemplifying  them  in  their  lives.'* 
— Thus,  by  the  ftatement  made  by  DofSor  Morfe,  the  pure  doarhies 
of  the  gofpel  ;  its  moral  precepts^  and  'walking  agreeably  to  them^  are 
ariflocratical.  This  is  a  new  dodrine,  for  when  Paul  preached  be- 
fore Felix,  he  was  not  denounced  as  an  ariflocrat  ;  he  was  confid- 
cred  rather  as  a  madman.  When  the  difciples  and  apoflles  proceed- 
ed in  their  miffions,  it  "Wras  not  declared  by  the  infidels  that  the 
arifiocrats  had  come  among  them,  but  men  who  were  "  turning  the 
world  upfide  down."  The  pure  principles  of  die  gofpel  were  nev- 
er ftyled  art/locracyy  before  Dodor  Morfe  gave  them  this  appella* 
tion  : — In  what  inftance  did  our  Saviour  give  himfelf  the  charac- 
ter of  an  arlftocrat  ?  On  the  contrary,  he  bore  teftimony  againft 
every  thing  that  led  to  this  diftinction,  or  excited  tlie  vain  exclaim 
mation,  "  /  am  holier  than  thottJ'^ 

The  fad  is,  Dodlor  Morfe  has  completely  expofed  his  political 
principles,  in  his  defcription  of  the  clergy  of  Connedicut.  It  i» 
conjedured,  that  he  felt  a  difpofition,  in  1789,  to  give  the  clergy 
an  ariflocralical  preponderancy  in  the  civil  inflitutions  of  the  govern* 
ment  ;  but  finding,  at  this  time^  that  It  will  not  do  openly  to  avovr 
his  fentiments,  he  has  recourfe  to  an  explanation,  which  ftrikes  at 
the  very  foundation  of  the  Chriftian  fyftem  ;  to  ftrengthen  his  Ge- 
ography, he  weakens  the  Scripture.  He  has,  in  order  to  juftify 
his  mode  of  exprefllon,  been  obliged  to  give  a  difgufting  appella- 
tion to  the  pure  dodrines  of  the  gofpel.  He  has  declared  it  a  cor- 
real fentiment,  that  preaching  the  pure  dodrines  of  the  gofpel,  In- 
culcating its  moral  precepts,  &c.  is  a  hind  of  an  ari/locratical  infti- 
tution.  Will  this  kind  of  definition  help  the  caufe  of  religion  ?  Will 
its  minifters  be  received  with  alacrity,  under  all  the  apprchenfion* 
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annexed  to  this  dlfgufting  exprefllon  ?  Will  the  people  become 
zealous  to  propagate  the  pure  doftrines  of  the  gofpel,  as  an  ariflo- 
cratic  eftablifhment  ?  Do«flor  Morfe  being  thus  reduced  to  an  ex- 
plicit explanatiotiy  as  to  his  charge  againft  the  clergy  of  Conne£lIcut, 
inftead  of  acknowledging  his  error,  has  chofen  rather  to  give  an  odi-' 
ous  appellation  to  the  do(5trine  of  the  gofpel,  than  to  depreciate  his 
Geography,  which  contains  fuch  a  fevere  cenfure  on  the  rcfpciJla- 
ble  clergy  of  Comieftlcut. 

Suppofc  Tliomas  Paine  had  made  ufe  of  this  opprobrious  epi- 
tTiet,  would  not  the  clergy  have  confidered  it  as  an  unfair  reprc- 
fentation  of  the  tendency  of  the  goipel  ?  Would  they  not  have 
reprobated  the  man  who  had  attached  fuch  an  unpopular  idea  to 
this  facred  fubjeft  ?  The  term  ariftocracy,  is  no  way  applicable  to 
the  mild,  equitable  principles  of  the  chriftian  religion.  Its  worii 
enemy  could  not  introduce  a  word  more^  injurious  to  its  propa- 
gation. If  ariftocracy  is  the  tendency  of  its  eftablilhment,  will  the 
people  be  zealous  in  extending  its  progrefs  ?  Dr.  Morfe  may  be 
a  warm  advocate  for  religion,  but  if  he  means  to  get  clear  of  his 
charge  againft  the  clergy  of  Connedlicut,  by  throwing  the  odium 
of  ariftocracy  on  the  pure  doclrines  of  tiae  gofpel,  the  queftion  Is, 
whether  greater  injuries  will  not  arife  to  the  caufe  of  religion,  than 
benefit  to  the  community  by  the  fale  of  his  Geography  ? 

His  ungenerous  aflertion,  that  I  have  "  inceffantl}*  abufed 
the  clergy,"  "  merits  no  other  notice  than  a  fmile  of  contempt  ;" 
fo  far  from  attempting  to  injure  their  reputation,  I  have  endeav- 
oured to  vindicate  them  from  the  ftigma  which  his  publication 
tended  to  produce.  To  be  plain  with  the  Do(5lor,  I  confider  him, 
and  a  few  others  of  the  fame  vindi(flive  difpofition,  as  wounding 
the  caufe  of  religion  beyond  apy  body  of  men  in  the  United  States. 
He  has  e'xpofed  himfelf  to  ridicule  in  many  of  his  fcimons  and 
newfpaper  publications ;  his  ftory  of  tlie  Ocean  maflacre  is  degrad- 
ing to  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  efpccially  when  lie  has  tarcilhcd  his 
integrity  by  not  acknowledging  his  error. 

From  delicacy  to  his  prof ejion^  I  ftiall  forbear  commenting  any  far- 
ther on  his  remarks,  as  I  might  roufe  the  citr/ens  of  Connecticut 
to  treat  him  with  too  poignant  a  fcverity.  But  his  infmuation, 
that  "  this  ariftocracy  of  manners  and  virtue. has  been  In  a  great 
degree  preferved  among  the  citizens  of  Connedicut,  by  the  good 
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examples  and  moral  inculcations  of  the  clergy,"  Is  a  high  refleftion 
on  the  people  of  that  ftate.  "  The  refpeclable  clergy  of  Connedicut" 
will  not  thank  him  for  this  remark  ;  neither  will  the  merchants  or 
farmers  of  that  Comraonwealtli  refpcft  him  for  this  declaration. 
The  clergy  are  too  liberal  to  admit  of  fuch  a  degrading  idea  of 
their  parifhioners  ;  and  the  citizens  are  too  enlightened  to  fuppofe 
that  the  clergy  (injlead  of  their  own  goodftnfe)  have  prevented  them 
from  plunging  into  anarchy  and  diforganization. 

As  a  friend  to  the  Dodor,  I  would  advife  him  to  keep  within 
his  proper  boundary  ;  he  miftakes  his  talents  if  he  thinks  he  can 
do  his  duty  as  a  Clergyman,  a  Geograplier,  and  a  newfpaper  Editor  ; 
any  one  of  thefc  employments  is  fully  fijfficient  for  a  man  of  his 
literary  endowments.  It  is  beft.  for  him  to  make  his  election  which 
of  them  he  will  purfue  ;  for  depend  on  it,  his  inadequacies  will  ap- 
pear more  and  more  confpicuous  if  he  profecutes  tlie  whole  of  thefe 
vocations.  If  money  is  his  objed,  let  him  cone<fl  his  Geography  ; 
if  religion  Is  his  ftudy,  let  him  attend  to  his  pariih  ;  if  politics  are 
his  purfuits,  let  him  take  a  Printing-Office,  and  openly  announce 
himfelf  as  the  Editor.     This  is  my  adyice,  as  a  friend. 

I  muft  apologize  to  the  Reverend  Dodtor,  for  omitting  the 
word  "  very  ;"  it  was  wholly  unintentional :  But  as  It  is  of  "  very** 
little  confequence,  I  am  "  very^  ^villing,  and  "  wrj"  much  grati- 
fied, in  giving  the  Reverend  D'oCtoT  all  the  advantages  refulting 
from  the  omiflion. 

I  remain,  his  *'  very^^  devoted  fervaht,  &c.- 
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DOCTOR    MORSE AGAIN  !  !  ! 

JriuMANlTY  pleads  fo  ftrongly  in  favour  of  Doctor  Morfe> 
that  it  would  be  cruel  to  purfue  him  any  farther.  He,  or  fome 
friend  for  him,  is  obliged  to  come  forward  and  declare,  "  that  he 
has  never  been  a  writer  in  the  Palladtum."^  Is  the  vindication  of  his 
Geography  fo  puerile,  or  the  remarks  on  Old-Soath  fo  ridiculous 
tliat  the  reputation  <5f  the  Doftor  would  fufFer,  if  he  fhould  alloiv'j 
Iiimfelf  to  be  the  audior  ?  Are  the  publications  In  the  Palladiun: 
f*  difhonorary,  that  a  man  muft  fuffer  in  his  literary  reputation 
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if  he  were  recognized  as  the  author  ?  Alas  !  that  the  Palladium 
fhould  {o  foon  link  in  the  public  eftimatiori.  After  fuch  a  dlfplay 
of  literary  patronage,  under  which  this  paper  was  ufliered  into  the 
world  ;  after  fo  many  private  fubfcriptlons  to  fubftantiate  Its  eflab- 
HHiment ;  after  being  told  that  men  of  thfe  firft  abilities  were  in- 
vited to  furnifli  its  lengthy  columns  with  the  rareft  fpccimens  of 
erudition  ;  after  Dr.  Morfc  had  been  peculiarly  adlive  in  obtaining 
money  from  individuals,  to  eftabllfh  this  "  New-England  Palla- 
dium'* ;  is  it  pofllble,  lu  lefs  than  two  months,  the  Reverend  Doftor 
fhould  find  it  eflcntial  to  his  literary  fame,  to  declare,  that  he 
has  never  been  a  writer  in  it  ?  Why  are  you  thus  explicit, 
Doiftor  ?  Do  you  think  It  fair,  after  getting  perfons  to  fubfcrlbe, 
fome  a  hundred,  and  fome  fifty  dollars,  tlius  to  leave  them  in  the 
lurch,  and  depreciate  the  paper  with  an  avo\val  that  you  have 
potliing  to  do  witli  it  ?  Certainly,  Do(ftor,  this  is  not  doing  as 
you  would  be  done  by.  Do  you  fuppofc,  that  when  the  money 
was  paid  by  the  gentlemen  to  whom  you  applied  for  fubfcription, 
that  they  expcded  you  would  fo  foon  have  dlfowned  their  patron* 
age  ?  One  pcrfon,  I  underftand,  figned  one  hundred  dollars,  but 
if  he  had  tliought  you  would  have  denied  having  any  thing  to  do 
witli  t^e  paper,  is  it  probable  he  would  have  been  fo  lavlfh  in  his 
bounty  ?  The  declaration  appears  ungenerous  as  it  refpedls  the 
fubfcrlbers,  for  it  looks  as  if  you  were  afhamed  of  the  paper, 
though  fome  have  coaxed  fo  much  money  from  their  pockets  to- 
wards its  eftabll(hment. 

The  evidences,  however,  are  fo  ftrong,  that  Dr.  Morfe  doc? 
fumifii  pieces  for  publication  in  the  Palladium,  that  it  is  fufpeded 
the  denial,  though  apparently  explicit,  fomewhat  partakes  of  a 
mental  refervation.  The  writer  fays,  "  that  Dr.  Morfe  never 
has  been  a  writer  in  the  Palladium.^*  This  "  kind"  of  evidence 
cannot  be  admitted,  for  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  any  peifon  (ex- 
cepting the  Do(ftor  himfelf)  to  make  fuch  a  negative  declaration. 
If  the  pieces  were  brought  by  another  perfon,  or  written  in  ano- 
ther hand,  yet  no  man  can  fay  pofitively  that  Dr.  Morfe  was  not 
the  author.  This  declaration,  theiefore,  goes  for  nothing.  But 
I  fufpe<5l  further  jefultlfm  ftill :  the  exprcffion  is,  "  Dr.  Morfe  ha» 
never  been  a  writer  in  the  Palladium"  ;  neither  is  any  other  man 
a  writer  in  the  Palladium  ;  it  is  a  printed  not  a  written  paper,  and 
it  may  be  declared  witli  fafcty,  that  the  Do<J^or's   band-writinj; 
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does  not  appear  among  the  types  of  that  paper.  But  will  the 
Doftor  pofitively  fay,  that  he  never  has  been  a  lur'iter  for  the  Pal- 
ladium ?  that  he  never  fumifhed  a  piece  for  publication  ?  If  he 
declares  this,  he  will  f^y  fomething  ;  but  at  prefent  the  aflertion 
wears  a  queflionable  afped. 

However,  Dodor,  for  once  be^tandid  and  generous  j  will  yoij 
declare  on  the  honour  of  a  man,  and  on  xh^fandity  of  a  Chri^ian, 
that  you  have  not,  diredly  or  indiredtly,  written  for  the  Palladium. 
Equivocation  and  mental  refervation  are  out  of  the  queftion  :  fay 
whether  you  have  not  furnlfhed  many  publications,  and  don't  be 
aftiamed  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  even  though  your  literary  fame 
fhould  fuffer  by  the  acknowledgment.  Is  it  not  a  fa<ft,  that  you 
fpend  many  hours  in  the  printing-office  ?  Is  it  not  a  faft,  that 
you  applied  to  many  of  your  clerical  brethren  for  their  counte- 
nance and  fupport  ?  If  this  be  true,  Doiftor,  why  are  you  afraid 
to  be  confidered  as  a  writer  ?  Has  Old-South  intimidated  you  ? 
■ — Depend  on  it,  nothing  but  honour  and  generofity  will  arife 
from  tliis  quarter  ;  he  will  handle  your  publications  with  gentle- 
nefs  ;  if  he  is  fevere,  yet  it  will  be  only  the  chaftifement  of  a 
friend,  who  rather  means  to  caution  you  in  your  condud,  than 
expofe  your  imprudences.  Your  zeal  has  carried  you  beyond 
your  proper  boundary  ;  as  a  Clergyman  I  efteem  you  ;  but  as  a 
Politician,  I  muft  honeftly  fay,  that  you  have  done  an  injury  to 
religion,  and  even  expofed  yourfelf  to  ridicule. 

I  lliall  now  clofe  this  controverfyt  unlefs  an  unfeir  advantage  is 
taken  of  my  filence  ;  in  which  cafe  I  m^y  renew  my  obfervations. 
Health  and  fraternity. 
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IN    ANSWER    TO    DR.  MORSE,    ON   VARIOUS    SUBJECTS. 

JLl. S  fubjefts  of  much  higher  importance  than  Dr.  Morfe's  Illu- 
minati,  &c.  are  now  before  the  public,  it  requires  an  apology  for 
noticing  his  elaborate  obfervations.  But,  as  the  Doctor  has  given 
•it  an  apparent  folcmnity  by  his  prolixity,  a  few  gentle  remarks  T 
hope  will  not  be  confidered  as  improper. 
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The  Do<flor,  with  all  the  bumllUy  and  candour  of  "  a  ^'    ^ 
the  gofpel   of  peace,"  has   ftyled  his   opponents   «  uir         ^      ■ 
men"  :    Such  an  indecorous  appellation  docs  not  favour  of  that 
chriftian  fpirit,  which  ought  to  charaderizc  bis  profeflion.     C]  . 
is  an  appropriate  attribute  of  religion,  and  it  ill  becomes  am 
ufe  fuch  opprobrious  language,  who  alFumcs  the  prerogative  to 
ASSIZE  himfclf  the  Jlandard  of  orthodoxy. 

My  obfervations,  on  tlie  paragraph  taken  from  the  Dodor^s 
Geography,  were  principally  intended  to  reprobate  the  idea,  that 
the  "  refpcRalle  clergy  of  ConneSicat"  tuere  an  ar'iflocratkal  body.  The 
afTertion,  in  my  mind,  conveyed  a  fentiment  injurious  to  that  wor- 
thy clafs  of  citizens.  The  remarks  were  introduced,  not  to  injure 
the  Dodtor,  but  to  give  him  an  opportxmity  to  explain  Lis  meaning. 
He  has  thought  proper  to  be  filent  on  the  fubje<5l,  but  forac  friend 
in  his  behalf  has  made  a  feeble  defence,  and  at  the  fame  time  has 
indire(flly  fuggefted,  tliat  the  Doftor  has  not  written  any  thing  in 
tlie  Palladium,  excepting  advertifemcnts  and  anecdotes. 

The  flory  of  the  Ocean  mafiacre  is  not  fully  cleared  up  by  the 
IDodor  ;  for  no  perfon  doubted  that  fuch  a  "  report"  prevailed  j 
but,  as  a  "  miniller  of  peace  and  truth"  it  was  expefted  that  when 
he  found  it  was  falfy  he  would  frankly  have  confejfed  the  error  of 
his  alfertion  ;  that  he  would  be  as  ready  to  redify  his  mlflalcy  as  he 
was  afllduous  to  propagate  the  report  in  his  fermon.  At  leaft  it  was 
as  incumbent  on  him  to  ftand  on  the  ground  of  veracity  in  this 
inftance,  as  in  that  of  Profeflbr  Ebeling's  letter. 

The  wild,  ridiculous  flory  of  Illuminifm,  I  never  pretended  to 
inveftigate.  This  was  too  dark  a  bufmefs  for  my  comprelienfion  ; 
but  if  the  Dodor  would  condefcend  to  publifli  the  real  leittr-  which 
he  received  from  Profeffor  Ebeling,  it  is  expeded  tliat  great  light 
would  be  thrown  on  this  clouded  fubjcft. 

Though  I  have  never  before  noticed  the  controvcrfy  on  Pro- 
fcffor  Ebeling's  letter,  yet  after  reading  the  laboured  vindication 
of  the  Dofior,  the  following  remarks  naturally  recurred  from  the 
perufal  : 

The  tdetdical  littery  received  by  Dr.  Morfe,  from  Profeflbr 
Ebeling,  it  is  readily  acknowledged,  was  not  the  one  puhlifhed  ;  but 
wiU  the  Doflor  fay,  tliat  he  had  not  at  the  fame  timet  in  his  pofTcl- 
fion,  a  letter  from  this  gentleman  of  {ixafame  import  i  If  he  had,  I 
v'ould  aik  him  whether  the  mode,  in  which  he  denied  the  letter  publifh- 


li8  Ansiuir  to  Dr.  Morse.  No.  XXIX. 

edy  had  not  a  tendency  to  raife  a  doubt  as  to  the  autheniidty  of 
Profe/Tor  Ebehng's  opinion  of  Robifon  ?  And  whether  this 
.*'  kind"  of  denial  does  n^ot  leave  ^  faint  Jhadoiv  of  deception  on  his 
part  ?  DocHior  Morfe,  in  his  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Bee, 
(fpeaking  of  the  letter  publifhed)  fays,  "This  I  can,  and  do  aflure 
you,  it  is  FALSE  ;  I  neyer  fiiw  the  letter  you  have pithllfhed,  till  I  read 
it  in  your  paper."  Now,  Dodor,  I  would  alk  you,  whetlier  this 
decilive  language  did  merely  carry  in  it  a  denial  of  tlie  letter  being 
fent  to  you,  but  whether  it  did  not  convey  a  ftrong  idea  that  Prq- 
feflbr  Ebeling  had  not  •written  any  letter  whatever  difapprobatory  of 
Rohifon's  hook  ?  Further,  the  certificate  declares,  that  "  the 
ab(lra(fl  was  bafcly  falfe  and  calumnious.''^  Such  a  pofitive  denial 
gave  a  more  ferious  appearance  againfl  thefa^s  of  the  letter,  than 
againft  the  trifling  miftake  that  it  was  diretied  to  you. 

The  whole  merits  of  this  qupftion,  Dodor,  reft  en  this  fmgle 
point,  whether,  at  the  time  you  declared  the  letter  publifhed  to  be 
FALSE,  you  had  not  in  your  poflefllon  a  fimilar  one  from  Profeffor 
Ebeling,  and  though  the  letter  puhli/ljed  might  not  contain  every 
particular  word,  which  could  be  found  in  the  one  you  received, 
(the  word  "  very,"  &c.  might  be  omitted)  yet  whether  it  did  not 
exprefs  the  fame  in  *^  fuhjlance,  fcope  and  end  ?  The  marrow  of  this 
caufe,  Docftor,  lies  in  this  inquiry,  and  ten  lines  in  the  paper  in 
(infwer  to  it,  would  as  fully  fatisfy  the  public,  as  the  columns  you 
have  publifhed. 

You  acknowledge,  Docflor,  that  you  received  a  letter  frorri 
ProfefTor  Ebeling,  in  July,  1799,  "  in  which  he  mentions  having 
feen  Robifon  and  Barruel's  books  on  the  fubje(5t  of  Illuminifm, 
and  gives  his  opinion,  and  the  reafons  of  his  opinion  againjl  the  authen- 
ticity of  thefe  works"  ;  while  the  note  you  fent  to  the  editor  of  the 
Bee,  declaring  the  letter  pubhflied  to  be  "  false,"  is  dated  Dec. 
3,  1799,  five  months  after  you  acknowledge  to  have  received 
Ebeling's  letter.  How  tlien  could  the  letter  he  *^  fafe,^*  even  if  a 
miftake  was  made,  in  faying  it  was  fent  to  DoBor  Morfe,  inftead  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bentley  ?  The  contents  of  the  letter,  as  it  refpeded 
Ebeling's  **  opinion,  and  the  reafons  for  his  opinion,"  were  the  fub- 
jefts  of  controvcrfy,  not  whether  it  were  fent  to  Dodor  Morfe,  or 
any  other  clerical  charafter. 

The  direaion  of  the  letter  TO  Doflor  Morfe,  might  be  fafelf 
denied  :    but  how  could  he  undertake  to  fay,  that  the  letter  was 


fl 


l^o.  iJtiX.  Answer  to  Dr.  Morse.  {{^ 

**fal/'c"  ?  or  how  coulJ  aiiy  one  for  him  fay,  that  it  was  **  fal/e 
and  calumnious,"  when  he  had  every  reafon  to  fuppofc  the  letter  to 
be  genuine,  as  he  held  one  in  liis  own  hands  containing  fitnilar 
fentiments  ?  The  monofyllatle  ''  to"  could  not  alter  the  merits 
of  die  letter  ;  it  was  true  or  falfe,  not  as  dire^ed  "  to  Dodor 
Morfe,"  but  in  the  validity  of  the  opinion  given  of  Robifon  by 
Ebeling  ;  wherein  waCs  the  falfity  or  calumny,  as  it  related  to 
the  eflence  and  quintcfTcnce  of  the  letter,  whether  the  perfon  who" 
publiflied  it,  faid  it  was  fen't  to  you  6r  aViy  other  perfon  ? 
Robifon's  book  was  a  matter  of  putlic  notoriety,  anci  the  public 
were  pleafed  to  know  Ebeling's  opinion  of  it,  and  there  could  be 
no  other  calumny  attached  to  Doftci-  Morfe  by  this  difclofure, 
than  the  difference  of  his  opinion  with  Profeffor  Ebeling's.  Great 
men  in  all  countries,  and  in  all  ages  have  and  will  difagree,  without 
the  ftigma  of  calumny,  and  1  hope,  Dodtor,  this  vs^ill  confole  you 
under  the  mortification  of  finding  the  learned  Ebeling  reprobating 
a  book,  which  you  fo  feduloufly  recommend. 

The  Dodor  alleges,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  publifh  a 
private  correfpondence.  This  may  be  a  very  honorary  apology, 
but  will  the  Do(5lor  fay,  that  he  did  not  write  to  Profeffor  Ebeling, 
in  expeSation  that  he  would  approbate  the  book  ;  and  provided  he  had 
been  furnifhed  with  fuch  a  choice  document,  I  would  aflc  him, 
Vrhetlier  he  would  not  have  publiflied  it  with  avidity,  to  fubftantiate 
the  belief  of  lUuminifm  ?  Unfortunately,  however,  for  the  Illu- 
minati  votaries,  the  learned  Profeffor  reprobated  the  vagaries  of 
Robifon  and  Barrucl,  and  therefore  his  letter  was  confined  to  a 
few  confidential  friends  to  lament  tlieir  difappointment. 

The  writings  of  Robifon  and  Banuel  have  long  fince  beea 
exploded  by  almoft  every  literary  charafler  in  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica. It  is  difcovered  to  be  a  mere  trick  to  deceive  die  people. 
This  being  the  faft,  I  am  forry  that  Doftor  Morfe  Ihould  expofe 
himfelf,  by  perfifting  to  fupport  fuch  incoherent  trilmpery. 

Inftead  of  ftudying  Robifon  and  Barruel,  it  would  be  more 
becoming  a  Miniller  of  die  gofpel  to  have  rccourfe  to  the  Bible, 
and  difcover  the  "  figns  of  die  times."  In  this  book,  the  Do(5lor 
may  be  led  to  more  evangelical  contemplations  ;  the  prophecies  .ind 
revelations  might  folemnize  his  mind  to  more  judicious  refle6lions 
than  the  extravagant  reveries  of  thefe  fanaucs.  Fleming,  on  the 
fulfilment  of  tbe  Scriptures,  is  ia  author  more  adequate  to  th« 
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purpofes,  as  this  divine  has  purfued  the  inquiry  on  fcriptural  prin- 
ciples. But,  while  Doftor  Morfe  adheres  to  fuch  rhodomontade 
as  Robifon  and  Barruel,  and  alarms  the  ignorant  in  his  Fad  Ser- 
mons, with  the  ridiculous  ftories  of  knight-templars,  &c.  and 
excites  the  public  attention  with  a  number  of  outlandish  names,  as 
confpirators  againfl:  religion,  he  weakens  his  profefllonal  energies, 
and  rather  appears  in  the  ftation  of  a  bigot,  than  in  the  dignified 
deportment  of  a  man  of  literature. 

Religion  does  not  require  fuch  paltry  aid  ;  for  he,  who  has 
declared  that  the  "  gates  of  hell  ihall  not  prevail  againft  it,"  will 
fecure  it  frpm  falling  a  prey  to  a  few  knight-templars,  or  a  combi- 
nation of  illiterate  Germans.  The  alarm  ought  to  fubfide  in  the 
Dodtor's  mind,  for  in  tliis  Commonwealth  we  have  upwards  of  five 
hundred  learned  and  refpectable  clergyinen,  (under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  Supreme  Being,)  in  oppofition  to  the  combined  ef- 
forts of  fuch  antagonifts.  If  we  doubt  of  viftory,  we  depreciate 
(what  I  am  unwilling  to  allow)  the  ahUilles  of  the  clergy.  Why  then 
is  the  Dodor  defcribing  the  people  as  running  headlong  to  dellruc- 
tlon  ?  If  the  people  in  general  do  not  refledl  on  the  clergy,  is  it  not 
ungenerous  for  any  clergyman  to  rcfleft  on  the  people  ?  Wherein 
do  the  people  appear  fo  difpofed  to  injure  the  clergy  ?  Are  they 
not  as  ivell paidy  as  ivellfed,  and  in  general  as  highly  ejlimated  as 
ever  ?  While  the  clergy  are  treated  well  by  tlie  people,  why  fhould 
any  man  fuggeft  in  his  century  fermon,  "  that  before  the  end  of 
this  century,  the  majority  of  the  people  of  America  will  be  fo  corrupt 
as  to  diflike  the  reflraints  of  religioit  ?"  If  this  fhould  be  the  un- 
happy ftate  of  our  country,  I  am  afraid  it  will  arife  from  th?  im- 
prudent condud  of  a  few  clerical  zealots,  who  are  bewildering-  their 
focleties  wkhpolitics,  inftead  o^  enlightening  them  with  religion.  Can 
it  be  fuppofed,  at  this  enlightened  age,  that  the  vagaries  of  fanatics 
will  pafs  for  gofpel  truths  ?  And  if  a  clergyman  will  fport  the 
facred  fcriptures  upon  the  frenzies  of  Robifon  and  Barruel,  he  muft 
expect  to  excite  ridicule,  inftead  of  refpe<ft.  Notwithftanding  thefe 
gloomy  forebodings,  I  believe  that  real  unadulterated  chri/lianity  will 
prevail  in  America,  and  thofe  of  tlie  clergy  who  walk  in  the  path 
defcribed  by  their  master,  will  be  duly  honoured  and  reverenced. 

lifome  of  the  clergy  have  weakened  their  influence,  on  whofe 
flioulders  does  the  blame  lie  ?  If  tlie  Doftor  confiders  himfelf  as 
nndervalued  in  public  cftimation,  let  him  refle<a  on  his  own  con- 
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dudl  ;  he  would  never  have  been  a  fubjedl  of  animadverfion,  if  he 
had  kept  within  his  clerical  profefuon,  but  when  he  overleaped  th« 
bounds  of  decency  in  denouncing  men  as  Jacobins,  lUuminati,  &c. 
he  might  naturally  fuppofe  that  fuch  cenfures  would  not  be  pa- 
tiently borne,  though  lantftificd  with  the  appellation  of  fall  fcr- 
mons,  or  pulpit  difcourfes.  A  clergyman  JbouU  refpe3  h'lmftlfy  if  he 
means  to  acquire  it  from  others.  A  teacher  of  gofpel  truths 
fhould  not  prefume  to  denounce  and  anathematize  as  a  political 
didator  ;  or  print  fermons  with  marginal  notes,  which  afterw'ards 
prove  fa;lfc  :  If  he  will  take  this  refponfible  part,  he  places  him- 
felf  on  an  equality  with  his  fellow-citizens,  and  at  once  ftrips  him- 
felf  of  his  ecclefiaftical  habiliments.  If,  inftead  of  a  clergyman, 
he  affumes  the  politician,  he  mull  expe<5l  to  take  his  lot  in  tiie 
fcuffle. 

As  the  DoAor  has  ftyled  his  opponents  *'  unprincipled  men  "  lie 
muft  excufe  the  liberty  taken  in  tliefe  remarks  ;  and  though  I 
would  not  retort  in  fuch  uncharitable  language,  yet  when  a  man 
aflTumes  too  high  a  prerogative,  a  gentle  reprimand  may  prove 
ferviceable. Health  and  fraternity,  Dodor. 


'      No.  XXX. 

ON    PRESIDENT    JEFFERSOn's    SPEECH^ 

VV  HILE  reading  the  fpecch  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  every  American 
muft  feel  an  indignation  that  within  the  United  States  there  are 
men  fo  loft  to  every  honorary  principle,  as  to  calumniate  a  charac- 
ter fo  truly  amiable  and  refpedable.  The  contraft  between  the  ex- 
alted fentiments  of  this  patriot  and  ftatefman,  and  the  bafe  detrac- 
tion vented  by  his  enemies,  muft  ftrike  every  confideratc  citizei^ 
with  the  moft  forcible  convitflion,  that  malignity  and  defamation 
are  the  leading  pafllons  of  his  opponents  ;  while  he  exhibits  the  be- 
nevolence, candour,  and  magnanimity  of  a  Chriftian,  patriot,  and 
philofopher,  his  enemies  have  portrayed  him  in  all  the  deteftablc 
qualities  of  infidelity,  immorality,  and  atheifm. 

While  his  opponents  have  been  afliduous  to  deftroy  his  repu- 
tation, by  the  fouleft  epithets  of  detiaiftion,  he  has  lifcn  fuperior 
to  their   calumny,    and,   inftead  of    condcicendine  to   "  return 
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railing  for  railing,"  has  given  ftrong  evidence  of  the  magnanimity 
of  an  honeft  heart,  and  an  exalted  mind,  over  the  deformities  at- 
tached to  a  polluted  temper  and  difpofition. 

Fellow-citizens  ;  while  reading  the  fpeech  of  Prefident  Jeffcr- 
fon,  paufe  at  every  period,  and  recolleft,  that  this  is  the  man  who 
has  been  held  up  to  public  view  as  the  objedl  of  univerfal  detefta- 
tion.  While  contemplating  the  fublimity  of  the  fentiments  ;  the 
eloquence  of  didion  ;  the  candour,  and  conciliating  ftrains,  which 
adorn  every  paragraph,  refled,  that  thefe  are  the  words  of  a  man 
who  has  been  denounced  as  the  deftroyer  of  government,  the  fub- 
verter  of  religion  ;  the  demoralizer,  the  deift,  the  atheift  ;  and 
whofe  name  has  been  profaned,  as  the  leaded  of  a  banditti  to  over- 
throw government,  and  diflblve  the  bands  which  unite  and  har- 
monize fociety. 

Ye  minifters  of  the  gofpel  ;  ye  individuals  who  have  anathe- 
matized him  from  the  facred  defk,  how  muft  fhame  cover  your 
faces,  while  perufmg  this  fpecimen  of  his  political,  and  religious  in- 
tegrity !  He  now  ftands  unrnafked  before  the  public,  and  with 
the  purity  of  his  o-wnjignature,  announces  himfelf  an  advocate  for 
religion  :  That  religion,  which  places  mankind  on  the  balls  of 
equal  rights  ;  that  undifguifed  conduJl:  which  defignates  the  real 
chrijiian,  from  the  impofmg  hypocrite  :  An  enemy  to  the  perfecut- 
ing  fpirit  of  bigotry,  but  a  friend  to  that  benign  temper  which  fe- 
cures  the  happinefs  of  fociety,  and  eftablifhes  the  facred  doflrines  of 
the  gofpel  on  a  foundation  too  permanent  to  be  fliaken  by  zealots, 
or  fanguinary  fanatics.  He  difplays  that  mildnefs  and  modera- 
tion, which  have  too  rarely  been  found  in  thofe  who  have  aflumed 
the  right  of  judging  on  his  principles,  and  denouncing  his  condu<5t. 
While  you  have  calumniated  him,  he  has  fcorned  to  retort  in  the 
language  of  reproach,  but  with  that  charity  which  is  the  ornament 
of  chriftianity,  enforces  with  a  mildnefs  of  perfuafion,  thofe  doc- 
trines which  you  have  charged  him  as  violating  ;  from  henceforth 
then,  be  filent.  Let  your  reproaches  ceafe  ;  convince  the  world 
tliat  you  are  "  indeed,  and  in  truth,"  what  you  profefs  to  be  ;  in- 
ftead  of  reviling,  acknowledge  your  mifcondudl ;  give  fome  fpeci- 
men of  your  benevolence,  by  your  works  ;  for  as  men  of  honour, 
and  as  chriftians,  you  muft  feel  a  confciotifnefs  of  your  error ;  and 
Wius  convifled,  you  muft  confefs,  that  the  moft  permanent  trait  of 
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repentance,  is  a  confeflion  of  your  manifolJ  offences.  This  is  x 
chriftian  regimen  of  honefty  and  contrition. 

Every  clafs  of  citizens  niuil  feel  a  pride,  when  they  perufe  a. 
ipeech  fraught  with  fuch  claflical  erudition  ;  fuch  propriety  of  fenti- 
mcnt ;  fuch  unaffeded  evidences  of  patriotifm  and  integrity.  The 
charadler  of  an  American  a/Tumes  a  dignified  deportment  in  the 
literary  and  political  world,  when  its  Chief  Magiftrate  difplays  a 
charafter  fo  fublime  and  majeftic  ;  the  great  principles  of  our 
government  are  brought  within  tlie  comprehenfion  of  every  indi- 
vidual ;  it  is  not  a  fummary  of  our  Conflitution,  but  a  perfect 
SYrt-EM,  fo  completely  condcnfed,  that  it  exhibits  in  one  view  all 
the  vital  organs  of  its  exiftence.  The  man  who  ftudies  this  fpecch 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  eifcntiul  qualities  of  a  free  government  ; 
it  is  a  leflbn  whicli  fhould  be  early  learnt  to  our  children,  as  con- 
taining tliofe  rudiments,  which  ought  to  direft  not  only  the  ftatef- 
man  in  his  duties,  but  inftruft  each  citizen  in  the  prefervation  of 
his  rights.  Solon  as  a  law-giver  is  immortalized,  but  Jefferfon  as 
a  commentator  on  the  American  Conftitution,  (lands  in  a  more 
permanent  attitude.  The  dodrines  which  he  inculcates,  are  fa- 
miliar to  republicans  ;  they  have  ever  been  the  creed  of  thofe,  who 
have  been  falfely  defignated  jacobins  and  diforganizers. 

The  comprehenfivenefs  of  his  mind  is  confpicuous  in  the 
minute  details  of  thofe  eflential  principles  of  our  government, 
which  ought  to  direct  its  adminiflration.  They  are  compreU'ed 
within  fuch  precife  limits,  as  to  enforce  them  on  the  memory,  and 
exprefled  with  fuch  claflical  elegance,  as  to  charm  the  fcholar  with 
their  rhetorical  brilliancy.  This  is  the  peculiar  happinefs  attached 
to  Mr.  Jefferfon's  literary  performances.  His  Notes  on  Virginia 
arc  ftrewed  with  flowers  feledled  from  the  parterre  of  the  Belles 
Letters,  while  the  declaration  of  American  Independence 
exhibits  the  fublimity  of  his  fentiments,  and  will  forever  remain  a 
monument  of  the  immenfity  of  his  talents. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs  has  been 
extended  in  its  utmoll  latitude  in  calumniating  Mr.  Jefferfon  ;  but 
far  from  touching  tliis  palladium  of  public  liberty,  he  avows  his 
facred  attachment  to  its  fieedom.  He  is  not  afraid  to  truft  his 
conduct  to  the  infpe(ftion  of  his  fellow-citizens  :  neither  is  he  dcfi- 
rous  to  wreft  tlie  pen  from  the  hands  of  freemen,  and  to  rivet 
Jhackili  in  its  place.    Confcious  rc^iiudc  prcfisrves  bis  coi\ilJ€UCC> 
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He  readily  fubmits  his  a(5lions  to  uncontroled  inveftigation. 
His  own  bofom  is  the  tribunal,  and  integrity  prefides  as  an  impar- 
tial judge  to  confound  his  accufers. 

This  being  the  real  charaSer  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  how  mortified 
and  how  abafhed  muft  his  calumniators  be,  if  they  retain  one  fpark 
of  manly  refleftion  \  How  muft  thofe  feel,  who  in  private  caucujfes 
have  vilified  this  exalted  and  virtuous  citizen — ^who  never  dare 
openly  to  avow  what  they  privately  afferted — who  have  exerted 
themfelves  in  oppofing  the  eledion  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  contrary  to 
the  apparent  voice  of  the  people — who  have  fliewn  a  rancour  of 
temper  (unbecoming  even  the  charaiSler  of  a  gentleman)  through 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  late  eledion — who  have  quitted  the  fair 
ground  of  argument,  and  fcreened  themfelves  under  die  mafk  of 
hypocrify — who  have  endeavoured  to  injure  Mr.  Jefferfon,  among 
the  fcrious  and  well  difpofed,  when  the  condud  of  many  of  them 
has  been  difcordant  to  every  principle  of  honour,  religion  and 
ihorality  !  Such  is  the  fyftem  purfued  againft  every  patriot  who 
has  attempted  to  counterad  the  plans  of  an  inveterate  fadtion. 
Such  is  the  proccfs  againft  Mr.  Gerry  and  General  Heath,  and 
trhile  this  "  junto"  can  profecute  their  wicked  defigns  with  any 
profpedl  of  fuccefs,  they  will  never  "  ceafe  from  troubling," 
neither  will  this  banditti  "  be  at  reft."  Let  the  magnanimity  of 
the  republicans  be  confpicuous  in  the  treatment  of  their  enemies  ; 
but  while  we  exercife  our  benevolence,  let  us  guard  againft  their 
infidious  and  deceptive  ftratagems.  Let  us  fhew  a  fuperiority  over 
iheir  reign  of  terror',  but  inftead  of  trufting  to  their  repentance,  let 
us  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  renew  their  fubtleties — remember, 
*'  the  tyger  crouches  before  he  leaps." 


No.  XXXI. 

THE    MEANS    TO    LESSEN    TAXES. 

X  HE  people  of  America  are  peculiarly  attached  to  Liberty  and 
Properly.  Perfecuted  in  England  by  the  arm  of  tyranny,  they 
fought  an  afylum  in  this  country  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  polit- 
ical and  religious  principles.  After  experiencing  the  fanguinary 
difpofition  of  the  government  of  Britain,  tlicy  became  tenacious 
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of  thoie  rights  which  they  had  acquired  by  their  emigration. 
With  a  laudable  jealoufy  they  watched  over  the  conduft  of  their 
magiilratcs,  and  in  eveiy  inllance  were  alive  to  all  thofc  tender 
emotions  which  naturally  arifc  in  the  minds  of  men,  who  had  fled 
fi-om  pei-fecution. 

The  cold,  unfeeling  temper  of  thofc  who  were  in  league  with 
tlie  Britilh  during  our  revolutionary  conflidl  :  the  apathy  of  thofc 
individuals  who  were  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy, — can  fpcak 
witli  a  peculiar  indiiFcrence  on  the  fears  and  apprehenfioni  of  tho 
people.  They  can  exprefs  their  furprife,  that  the  citizens  are 
alarmed,  or  that  they  fhould  diftruft  the  intentions  of  thofe  who 
arc  appointed  to  adminifter  the  government  ;  but  from  the  firft 
fettlement  of  the  country,  it  has  been  our  misfortune  to  experience 
the  word  of  evils,  fi'om  tlae  hands  of  men,  'wbo  made  the  highejl 
profejftoiis  of  friendjhlp.  Who  would  have  thought  that  Hutchinfon 
was  planning  the  ruin  of  America,  under  that  courtly  mafk  of 
cordiality  which  fo  peculiarly  diftinguifhed  his  charader  ?  He 
was  the  idol  of  the  Clergy,  as  hypocrify  was  tlie  coat  of  mail  under 
whicli  he  attempted  to  render  himfelf  invulnerable. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  to  cenfure  any  pre-eminent  charadcr  of  our 
late  adminillration  ;  but  if  we  examine  the  meafures  adopted  for 
a  few  years  paft,  it  cannot  but  excite  fufpicions  which  are  hard  to 
be  fupprefled.  Who  are  the  authors  of  our  troubles  I  will  not 
pretend  to  fay,  but  that  wc  are  in  difficulties  is  too  evident  to  be 
difputed.  That  there  has  been  a  party,  devifmg  "  ivays  and 
means"  to  bring  us  into  a  war  with  France  and  an  alliance  widi 
England  is  declared  by  Arillides.  The  condu<5l  of  individuals, 
in  too  many  injlances,  has  given  a  fauftion  to  fuch  a  declaration. 
Every  aggravation  has  attended  their  reprefentations,  as  they  related 
to  France,  and  every  palliative  as  conneded  with  England  ;  while 
we  have  torn  ouffelves  afundcr  from  France  by  a  Kon-Inieremtrfe, 
we  have  as  anxioully  renewed  our  connexion  with  Britain  ;  while 
we  have  refented,  with  all  the  rage  of  malignity,  the  violations 
of  our  commercial  rights  by  the  French,  we  have  paffively  furren- 
dcred  our  neutral  privileges  to  the  arbitrary  dccifions  of  the 
Engiyh. 

If  this  country  had  only  experienced  the  effcds  oi  wrong  judg- 
ment, and  tlie  miJ'chiefs  could  be  as  eafily  rcdified  as  the  fentimcnts 
'•ould  be  retraced j  we  might  overlook  the  injudiciotifnefs  of  thofc 
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who  have  been  die  autliors  of  our  difficulties  ;  but  a  heavy  debt 
is  contracted,  and  the  prefcnt  and  future  generations  muft  become 
*'  tributary"  to  difcharge  it.  If  we  could  difcharge  our  debt  as 
eafily  as  we  could  djjband  our  army,  the  evil  would  be  remedied 
without  any  eiTential  inconvenience.  While  reflefting  on  this 
iubjed,  remember,  fellow-citizens,  nve  are  to  pay  for  our  folly  ;  every 
dollar  expended  muft  come  from  the  pockets  of  The  People. 

During  the  debates  in  the  convention  on  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  conftitution,  the  duties  arifing  from  impoft  were  thought 
adequate  to  all  the  e/Tential  purpofes  of  our  government,  alfo  for 
the  payment  of  our  foreign  and  domeftic  debt.  The  people  were 
led  to  anticipate  a  cheap  and  energetic  adminiftration  under  the 
operation  of  this  new  fyftem  ;  but,  ftrange  to  relate,  within  about 
twelve  years,  in  a  flaie  of  peace,  the  mod  powerful  refources  of  rev- 
enue are  called  into  adtion  ;  Impojl,  Excife,  Stamp  Duties,  Land  and 
Houfe  Tax,  and  to  cap  the  climax,  a  Loan  at  the  enormous  premium  of 
eight  per  cent. 

Such  has  been  the  efFe<fl  of  the  late  adminiftration  ;  and  can 
any  man  fay  that  profperity  has  attended  this  country,  when  fuch 
an  immenfity  of  taxes  have  arifen  under  its  operation  ?  Who  is 
to  blame,  is  not  at  prefent  my  inquiry  ;  fome  future  numbers  may 
be  more  explicit  on  this  fubjedt  ;  but  I  can  with  confidence  aik, 
whether  any  man  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  within  fo  few  years, 
the  debts  of  the  country  would  have  called  for  fuch  financial 
exertions  ?  Every  bafe  fyftem  of  fpeculation  has  been  profecuted  ; 
the  artful  defigning  knave  has  preyed  on  the  diftrefles  of  the  un- 
fortunate ;  and  a  few  men  have  been  able  to  acquire  a  profufenefs 
of  fortune,  while  the  induftrious  part  of  tlie  community  are  bur- 
dened with  excefliive  duties  to  furnifh  their  quarterly  intereft. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  economy  recommended  by  Mr.  Jefterfon 
was  not  fully  pradifed  during  the  late  adminiftration  ;  for  if  it  had, 
the  neceflities  of  this  country  could  not  have  demanded  fuch  ex- 
Gcffive  expenditures.  The  treafury  department  has  been  obfcured 
in  myftery  ;  it  is  fo  inexplicable,  that  one  man  will  aflert,  we  have 
hffencd  the  public  debt,  while  another  will  as  confidently  maintain 
that  it  has  increafcd  millions  ;  whether  it  has  increafed  or  lejfened  is 
an  important  confideration.  It  might  reafonably  be  expefted 
that  the  debt  would  have  been  nearly  extinguiftied  by  the  refpecftive 
Iburces  of  revenue.     The  people  have  been  paying,  for  a  number 
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of  years  back,  every  fpecies  of  taxes,  and  yet  they  remain  uncer- 
tain, whether  we  are  not  more  in  debt  than  before  they  made  their 
payments.  The  extravagance  in  the  expenditures  of  public  money 
is  generally  allowed  to  exceed  even  European  countries  ;  our 
trifling  na^y,  it  is  fuppofed,  has  coft  the  United  States  four  times 
as  much  as  the  fame  force  in  any  other  nation  ;  the  army  was  a 
wanton  lavifhment  of  public  money,  and  a  moft  egregious  impo- 
fition  on  the  United  States.  Millions  have  thus  been  fported  with 
in  various  channels  ;  Algerine  tribute,  grants  for  carrying  into 
effedl  a  Britifh  treaty,  expcnfes  of  foreign  minifters,  and,  above  all, 
that  maufoUum  of  folly  and  extravagance  the  Federal  Gity.  While 
our  money  is  thus  profufely  f<]uandered  away,  can  we  exped  to 
difcharge  our  debts,  even  though  our  taxes  fiiould  increafe  four- 
fold ?  Through  the  agency  of  perfonal  patronage,  the  benefits 
of  this  extravagance  have  been  confined  within  about  one  hundred 
families  within  the  United  States. 

The  ftate  of  the  treasury  is  of  the  highefl  importance  ;  an 
inveftigation  of  the  financiering  fyftem,  receipts  and  expenditures 
and  the  refpedive  items  which  have  exhaufted  the  fupplies  as 
rapidly  as  they  were  furnifhed.  Thefe  are  particulais  which  call 
for  the  critical  eye  of  the  new  adminiftration,  and  if  the  docu- 
ments are  not  bunU^  it  is  hoped  that  a  jull  ftatement  will  be  made  ; 
that  the  people  fliould  be  informed  how  their  money  is  fpent,  and 
what  is  the  remaining  balance  of  their  debts.  A  few  men  have 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  thefe  extravagances,  but  the  burdens  on 
commerce,  agriculture,  and  manufaiftures  prefs  hard  on  the  in- 
duftrious  part  of  the  community,  and  begin  to  excite  dilagrceablc 
fenfations.  Some  other  fources  of  revenue  muft  be  adopted,  for 
it  is  unreafoneble  that  the  whole  weight  of  an  extravagant  fyftem 
of  expenditure  (which  has  principally  enriched  a  particular  clafs 
of  men)  fhould  be  laid  on  the  mercantile,  agricultural,  and  manufaSur- 
ing  branches.  Let  thofe  who  have  experienced  the  "  hltjjtugs  of  the 
public  debty*  bear  their  proportion  of  the  burden  ;  common  fenfe 
requires  an  equalization  of  taxes  ;  the  induftry  of  a  country  ought 
not  to  be  the  fole  objeft  of  taxation  ;  affluence  and  indolence  have 
as  broad  flioulders  to  fuftain  the  pondcrancy. 

On  the  eftablifhment  of  peace,  how  are  our  young  men  td 
acquire  a  mercantile  fubfiftence,  if  commerce  is  cramped  with  ex- 
Cifllve  duties  ?      How  are  the  manufacturing  and  agricuItur/1 
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branches  to  be  fupported,  if  every  tradefman  and  farmer  are  borne 
down  by  exorbitant  taxes  ?  But  whatever  may  be  th«  diftrefles 
ariiing  from  future  taxation,  Mr.  JefFerfon  cannot  be  anfwerable 
for  them,  as  the  debts  for  which  he  is  to  make  appropriation  were 
contrafted  during  a  former  admiriiftratiori.  His  economy  would 
have  prevented  them  ;  but  the  errors  of  thofe  who  formerly  had 
the  lead  in  the  financial  departments,  have  brought  a  debt  upon 
us,  which  will  require  the  moft  accurate  arrangement  juftly  to 
liquidate. 

The  money  departments  are  the  great  effential  points,  td 
which  the  prefent  adminiftration  muft  be  diredcd  ;  an  able  and 
tndujirious  financier  is  the  great  requifite  of  our  government. 
When  the  people  under/land  their  public  accounts,  and  when  econ* 
omy  is  pradtiled  in  expending  the  money,  and  each  dafs  of  diizens 
hear  their  proportion,  a  general  confidence  will  pervade  the  com- 
munity ;  but  diftruft  will  ever  fubfift,  while  rhoney  concerns  are 
involved  in  clouds  and  darknefs.  The  Americans  are  ever  ready 
tofupport  government,  but  they  are  equally  defirous  to  know  how' 
their  money  goes. 

Under  Mr.  Jefferfon's  adminiftration,  we  exped  an  open,  ex- 
plicit ftatement  of  all  pecuniary  tranfacSions  ;  and  there  is  the 
higheft  expeftation,  that  fuch  a  man  will  be  found,  who  will  fur- 
nifh  not  only  the  amount  of  debt,  but  recommend  fuch  "  <ways  and 
means"  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  people,  honourably  and  equi- 
tally  to  difcharge  it.  We  wilh  to  pay  our  debts,  but  the  fupport 
of  naval  agents,  with  a  long  train  of  hangers-on,  in  various  depart- 
ments, are  buFdetw  which  were  never  contemplated  by  the  people, 
on  the  adoption  of  the  federal  conftitution.  The  conftitution  wa55 
made  for  the  people,  and  not  the  people  for  the  conftitution  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  it  oirght  to  be  adminiftered  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
that  the  people  fhould  not  be  oppreflTed  under  it. 


No.  XXXIL. 

A    PUBLICK     DEBT,     A     PtTBLICK     EVIL. 

L  HE  profperity  of  a  country,  and  the  profperity  of  an  individual 
tnuft  bt  calculated  on  the  iiuaiz  principles;   the  fame  ftandard 
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which  determines  the  accuracy  of  one,  equally  decides  the  validity 
of  the  other.  Mankind  are  too  apt  to  confound  their  ideas  in 
judging  on  particular  fubje<fts  ;  more  efpecially  when  fpcaking  of 
government,  they  foar  into  the  regions  of  myfter)'-,  and  inconfidcr- 
ately  adopt  the  falfe  doftrines  of  defigning  politicians,  that  it  is  a 
fcience  too  Intricate  and  perplexed  for  common  apprchenfion — ^the 
more  abftrufe  and  unintelligible  the  adminiftration,  the  more  "  ftu- 
pendous  the  fyftem"  of  wifdom  which  guides  and  direds  thofe  who 
govern. 

But  this  is  falfe  reafoning  ;  upon  this  ground,  the  abfurd  doc- 
trine, that  "  a  public  debt  is  a  public  blefling,"  is  founded.  It  is 
impoflible,  that  fuch  a  grofs  fentiment  fhould  be  inculcated,  if  the 
people  would  exercife  the  fame  common  fenfe  on  this  queftion,  as 
they  do  in  the  general  concerns  of  life.  A  public  debt  muft,  in  its 
confequences,  create  public  taxes  ;  taxes  muft  be  collected  from 
the  people,  and  ihofe  who  pay  them  maft  inevitably  feel  their  ulti- 
mate tendency  and  pernicious  eiFe<5ls. 

What  can  be  the  difference  between  a  nation  and  an  individu- 
al ?  Do  not  the  fame  conclufions  follow  in  one  cafe  as  in  the 
other  ?  If  a  private  citizen  is  diftrefled  by  his  debts,  if  he  is  ex- 
pofed  to  many  difficulties  from  the  multiplicity  of  demands  upon 
h\m,  why  fliould  we  fuppofe  that  a  nation  may  not  equally  expe- 
rience the  operation  of  fuch  embarrafTments  ? 

This  appears  plain  reafoning  ; — but  unfortunately  for  nations, 
an  oppofite  do<5h-ine  is  inculcated  ;  and  even  in  America,  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  inftil  this  abfurdity,  as  the  teft  of  political 
orthodoxy.  It  has  been  fo  far  confidered  as  the  pivot  of  feder- 
alifnij  that  the  man  who  prefumed  to  fpeak  of  the  public  debt, 
or  recommended  economy,  has  been  ftigmatized  a  jacobin,  and 
expofed  to  every  reflexion  which  could  injure  his  political  repu- 
tation. In  fhort,  extravagance  in  public  expenditures  appears  to 
have  been  fyftcmatically  contemplated  as  tlie  mark  d  national 
happinefs  and  profperity  ;  and  though  this  chimerical  mode  has 
been  fecretly  adopted  by  individuals,  yet  the  projcft  was  too  ab- 
furd to  be  openly  di\'ulgcd  ;  for  while  the  plan  was  intended  to 
increafe  the  public  debt,  the  citizens  have  been  flattered  that  it 
was  annually  dccreafing.  Bat  that  the  public  debt  has  increafed, 
cannot  be  controverted  ;  for  if  this  had  uot  been  the  fa<ft,  bow  is  it 
R 
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poflible  that  the  augmentation  of  taxes  lliould  fo  rapidly  have 
taken  place  ?  It  eitlier  proves  that  we  have  expended  our  refour- 
ces  needlefsly,  or  that  the  debt  had  kept  pace  with  tlie  call  for 
taxes.  The  reafoning  to  be  drawn  from  the  increafe  of  taxes  is, 
that  the  demands  on  the  government  are  equal  to  the  demands 
on  the  people  ;  and  this  being  granted,  it  follows  that  the  original 
debt  was  within  the  revenue  arifing  from  impojl.,  but  that  the  aug- 
mentation requires  an  excife,  ftamp-duties,  land-tax,  and  an  eight 
per  cent.  loan,  to  cancel  the  arrearages. 

We  may  talk  about  the  decreafe  of  the  public  debt  as  long  as 
we  pleafe  ;  financiering  legerdemain  may  perplex  the  ftatements 
from  the  treafury  department  ;  Mr.  Harper  may  wrjte  to  his  con- 
ftituents  that  our  pecuniary  affairs  are  in  a  profperous  fituation  ; 
but  when  the  people  find,  tliat  all  the  refources  of  the  country  are 
brought  into  operation,  and  that  our  public  credit  demanded  eight 
per  cent,  to  iupport  it,  they  cannot  be  fo  loft  to  the  eftimation  of 
pounds,  fhillings  and  pence,  as  to  deceive  themfelves  by  fidlitious 
c;ilculations.  The  money,  raifed  from  various  fources,  ought  to 
have  diminilhed  the  debt  by  this  time  ;  and  it  is  but  a  poor  confo- 
latlon  to  be  told  by  a  few  fpeculators,  that  we  are  not  more  in  ar- 
rears than  when  we  only  paid  the  trifling  duties  of  impoft. 

It  would  be  highly  fatisfa<5tory  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  to  have  laid  before  them  the  whole  revenue,  arifing  from 
the  refpedive  taxes  and  loans,  from  the  firft  year  after  the  revenue 
fyftem  was  eftablifhed,  to  the  3d  of  March,  1801.  Should  this  be 
done,  I  believe  the  people  would  be  aftonifhed  at  the  magnitude  of 
the  amount.  From  this  ftatement,  the  citizens  would  be  able  to 
judge  what  have  been  their  exertions  in  fupport  of  the  government, 
and  from  this  document  they  could  afcertain  how  far  the  revenue 
might  have  been  applied  to  difcharge  the  public  debt.  This  ftate- 
ment would  at  once  open  the  eyes  of  the  people  j  and  when  tliey 
looked  at  the  amount,  the  obje«5t  would  ftrike  them  with  wonder 
and  furprife.  But  the  misfortune  is,  the  treafury  accounts  have 
hitherto  been  Involved  in  myftery  ;  there  has  been  fuch  a  perplex- 
ity attending  thefe  communications,  that  but  few  men  knew,  after 
they  had  perufed  them,  the  real  ftate  of  the  bufmefs.  In  fhort,  it 
has  been  fo  intricate,  that  in  one  circle,  we  fhould  hear  them  boaft- 
ing  of  the  decreafe  of  our  natio»al  debt,  and  in  another  deploring 
its  augmentation. 
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But  if  the  whole  revenue  was  explicitly  declared,  and  the 
expenditures  were  as  clearly  ftatcd,  the  people  at  large  could  a« 
accurately  judge,  ivhat  they  had  paid  and  ivhat  had  become  of  the  moneys 
as  the  ableft  financier  and  the  moft  plodding  negociator  on  the 
continent.  This  would  be  bringing  our  financial  projcfts  to  a 
clear,  defined  point,  and  the  refources  of  the  country  would  give 
an  evidence  to  the  world,  of  the  immenfe  abilifiej  of  the  United 
States  in  the  fupport  of  government. 

Mr.  JefFerfon  being  introduced  to  the  chair  of  government, 
by  the  repubitcan  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  vindication  of  his 
adminiftration,  it  is  hoped  that  fuch  a  flatement  will  be  made. 
The  people  will  then  fee,  what  has  hitherto  been  done,  and  if 
their  taxes  continue,  that  it  is  in  confequence  of  previous  engage- 
ments. If  a  debt  is  contraded  by  a  former  adminiftration,  it  is 
not  Mr.  JefFerfon's  fault  ;  but  the  fulfilment  of  former  contracts 
is  indifpenfable  on  his  part.  Thofe,  then,  who  fneeringly  obferve, 
that  the  republicans  expedl  no  taxes  under  Mr.  Jefferfon's  admin- 
iftration, are  to  rimember  that  the  debt  was  contrafted  in  the 
days  of  his  predecefTor. 

The  citizens  of  America  are  peculiarly  fond  of  knowing  how 
their  money  goes  ;  they  are  ready  to  pay  their  taxes,  but  at  the 
fame  time  are  anxious  to  pry  into  the  appropriation  of  them. 
Like  honeft  men,  they  are  defirous  to  anfwer  all  necejfary  and  legal 
demands,  but  it  is  a  N eiv -England fajhlan  to  examine  accounts  with 
a  critical  acutenefs.  Millions  of  dollars  are  large  fums,  and  when 
they  come  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  they  feel  a  fatisfadion  in 
knowing  their  diredion.  If  they  are  fairly  expended,  they  are  not 
difpofed  to  murmur,  but  if  they  go  under  the  idea  that  "  a 
public  debt  is  a  public  bleffing,"  it  is  apt  to  make  them  jealous  of 
the  propriety  of  the  principle.  They  love  their  country,  and  they 
love  their  money  ;  they  are  not  fond  of  pageantry,  and  not  will- 
ing to  pay  taxes,  juft  to  gratify  the  pride  of  men,  who  vainly  im- 
agine that  the  people  honour  them/elves  by  paying  for  their  extrav- 
agances. 

The  ECONOMY  recommended  by  Prefident  Jefferfon  is  the  key- 
ftone  of  republicanifm  ;  this  is  the  confummation  devoutly  to  be 
wiftied  by  the  republican  citizens  of  the  United  States.  If  this 
principle  had  been  ftridly  adhered  to,  I  am  perfuaded  the  rev- 
enue already  raifed  would  have  nearly  cxlinguilhed  the  publi 
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debt.  But  the  poifon  which  has  been  infufed  into  our  govem- 
ynent,  has  given  a  baneful  tendency  to  corrupt  the  vital  organs  of 
the  adminiftration  ;  it  has  raifed  a  few  to  eminence,  and  thrown  a 
heavy  debt  on  the  bulk  of  the  citizens.  A  falfe,  deceptive  ap- 
pearance of  profperity  has  bewildered  the  public  mind  ;  but  when 
peace  takes  place,  and  the  immenfe  demands  from  the  banks, 
cuftom-houfes,  &c.  are  cancelled,  thefe  films  which  now  pbfcure 
the  fight  will  drop  from  our  eyes,  and  we  fliall  not  ovXyfee,  hnt  feel 
the  effedls  of  our  political  credulity  and  folly. 


No.  XXXIII. 

ON    THE    ABUSE    OF    FEDERALISIVI. 

XT  is  worthy  of  remark,  to  obferve  the  peculiar  efficacy  of  the 
term  ^'  federa/ifm,"  as  conneited  with  the  ftratagems  and  defigns  of 
fi  particular  defpription  o^  men.  It  has  for  many  years  paft  been 
ufed  as  a  charm,  to  fubflantiate  the  propriety  of  charafler,  both  as 
it  refpedls  religion  and  politics.  It  has  alfo  had  its  operation  in 
the  fafhionab/e  circles^  being  confidered  as  a  general  pafFport  oi  good-^ 
Irecding,  and  a.  fubflantial  badge  of  virtue  and  politenefs.  Under 
this  delufive  impreffion,  the  young  men  confidered  an  avowal  of 
tliefe  principles  as  the  moft  convenient  introduction  to  the  company 
of  the  bon  ton,  and  inconfiderately  adopted  thofe  political  fenti- 
ments  which  have  a  tendency  to  promote  tlie  interell  of  Brit'ifh, 
f odors y  to  their  injury  ;  for  it  is  a  faft,  that  the  leading  men,  who 
are  now  in  favour  of  thofe  meafures  which  liave  been  pre-eminently 
G-jltd.  feJeralifm,  are  tlie  identical  perfons  who  were  the  moft  boifte- 
rous  fome  years  ago  to  deftroy  the  very  fyftem  they  are  now  pre- 
tending to  fupport.  If  tliis  obfervation  is  denied,  a  full  proof  will 
be  given,  and  the  names  of  the  individuals  mentioned.  The 
young  Americans  have  been  egregloufly  impofed  on,  in  this  politi- 
cal controverfy,  and  fome  future  numbers  will  be  appropriated 
to  ur>deceive  them. 

This  falfe  defcription  of  federal'tfin  was  the  tefl  even  of  ecclefi- 
afltcal  orthodoxy.  However  pious,  exemplary,  and  attentive  to^ 
the  duties  of  his  profeflion,  the  clerical  character  has  too  often 
been  tried  by  the  federal  touchflone.    However  devout  in  the  dif- 


No.  XXXIII.         On  the  Jhtue  of  FederoTtsm.  I^j 

charge  of  liis  fijndlions  ;  however  kind  and  charitable  in  his  con- 
duft,  ycx.  federal !fm  was  "  the  pearl  of  great  price,"  wiiliout  vhich, 
no  man  could  txpeil  tlic  afiedion  of  his  parifliioncrs,  or  the  eftcem 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  If  the  clergyman  could  obtain  the  roU 
d'' equipage  of  ftderalifmy  he  might  pafs  current  as  a  faint  of  the 
firft  magnitude,  even  though  the  general  tenour  of  his  behaviour 
was  not  flri<Sly  conformable  to  that  modeft  deportment,  which  dc- 
fignates  the  difciple  of  his  heavenly  Mailer.  If  he  negleded  the 
duties  of  his  profcfllon  ;  impofcd  on  the  credulity  of  his  parifli-^ 
ioners  ;  publiihed  fcrmons  containing  the  grofleil  falfehoods  ;  or 
endeavoured  to  palm  on  the  public  the  moft  chimerical  abfurdities, 
yet  federaHfin  fhrouded  him  from  tliofe  cenfures  which  juftice,  and 
pven  Chrillianity  demanded. 

How  many  worthy  characters  have  been  calumniated,  whofe 
life  and  converfation  were  conformable  to  every  moral  principle  1 
whofe  behaviour,  in  the  various  depattments  of  life,  has  in  no  in- 
ftance  been  impeached  with  any  fpeafic  criminality  I  How  often 
have  "we  feen  abufe  and  detradion  heaped  on  them,  as  the  moft 
abandoned  in  fociety,  becaufe  they  exercifed  the  right  of  freemen, 
or  prefumed  to  diflfer  frorn  thofe,  who  monopolized  the  appellation 
oi federaiyis  !  This  intolerance  has  pervaded  almoft  every  circle  in 
the  community,  and  tlie  reputation  of  men  has  been  repeatedly 
facrificed,  at  the  Ihrine  of  party,  with  tlie  moft  wanton  barbarity. 
I  would  not  be  thought  unjuftly  cenforious,  but  the  validity 
of  thefe  remarks  is  fubmitted  to  the  candid  decifion  of  an  en- 
lightened public. 

However  honeft  the  dealings  of  the  merchant  ;  however  punc- 
tual in  the  difcharge  of  his  engagements  ;  however  induftrious  the 
tradefman  in  his  occupation,  yet  his  good  name  was  no  longer  fe- 
cure  from  defamation  than  he  became  the  fycophantic  approver 
of  particular  men  and  meafures,  or  dared  to  thmk  for  himfelf  in 
any  matters  in  which  the  honour  or  profperity  of  his  country  was 
involved.  Like  the  Jews  of  old,  the  cry  was,  "  away  w'uh  himj^,,..^ 
away  with  him — he  is  not  Caffar's  friend."  ' 

This  infatuation  of  the  term  federalifm  was  fo  powerful,  tliat 
it  nearly  eftablilhed  an  order  of  nobility  among  us.     Under  thi«  -.    i 
title,  die  difhoneft  have  oftentimes  rifcn  fupcrior  to  the  man  of  in-       ' 
tegrity  ;    a  certain  hauteur  prevailed  in  tlie  deportment  of  feme 
■^ho  were  dignified  with  this  appellation.     Many,  whofe  credi; 


134  G"  t^f  Abuse  of  Federalism.  No.  XXXIII. 

would  fcarcely  pafs  the  ordeal  of  an  hour,  would  affume  a  right  to 
incur  a  debt  of  thoufands,  and  if  requejled  to  difcharge  it,  would 
think  their  plea  oi federalifm  was  as  prompt  payment,  as  a  check  on 
the  bank.  Some  even  confidered  it  as  an  honour  to  a  jacobin,  to 
have  their  name  on  his  books,  and  the  delay  of  payment  was  often 
conceived  as  an  indulgence  to  prolong  his  refpeclability.  Like 
a  Scotch  laird,  they  thought  it  a  great  condejcenjton  to  be  a  debtor  to 
the  canaille,  or  vulgar. 

In  the  faftiionable  c\rc\t&,  federalifm  was  the  Alpha  and  Omega, 
it  was  the  vifiting  card  to  the  felf-created  nobles  and  nobleffe  ; 
it  was  the  wardrobe  from  whence  the  habiliments  of  elegance  and 
tafte  were  feleded  ;  it  was  the  garment,  which  adorned  the  mo- 
dem Chefterfields,  and  without  which  a  man  was  oftentimes  ex- 
pofed  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  turned  into  outer  darknefs. 

Thus  the  abufe  of  terms  has  been  rendered  fubfervient  to 
party  purpofes.  The  times  have  been  fuch,  that  a  man  required 
a  ftrength  of  nerves  as  well  as  a  ftrength  oi principles.  The  attack 
of  federalifm  has  been  fo  violent  and  outrageous,  that  every  facul- 
ty of  the  human  mind  has  been  afTailed  to  enforce  its  eftablifhment 
—calumny  and  ridicule,  perfonal  aflault  and  private  detradion, 
have  alternately  been  ufed  to  intimidate  and  confound  thofe  who 
exercifed,  not  only  the  right  of  judgment,  but  the  right  of  con- 
fcience.  A  fyftem  of  terror  of  the  moft  malicious  and  vindidive 
nature  has  been  profecuted,  and  the  freedom  of  citizens  has  nearly 
been  denied  to  every  one,  who  did  not  bow  their  knee  at  this  altar 
of  impofition, 

The  term  federalifm  has  been  grofsly  violated  ;  it  has  been 
made  a  flepping-ftone  to  promote  an  intereft,  oppofed  in  moft 
mftances  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  federal  conftitution. 
•— 'Federalifm  has  been  abufed  in  its  real,  appropriate  fignification  ; 
it  has,  as  it  relates  to  many,  been  nothing  more  than  toryifm  in 
mafquerade.  Under  this  deceptive  mafk,  every  enemy  of  our 
revolution  has  rallied  ;  there  is  not  one  old  tory  but  what  has 
ftyled  himfelf  a  federalift  ;  in  all  our  political  controvei fies,  the 
tories  have  aflumed  this  infallibility  of  denomination.  If  an  alien- 
a6t  was  pafled,  the  tories  approved  the  mcafurc — if  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  was  violated,  the  tories  were  vociferous  for  its  moft  rigid 
operation — if  a  citizen  was  confined  in  goal,  or  fubjefted  to  heavy 
fines,  under  the  rigour  of  the  Common  Law  of  England,  the  torie? 
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applauded  the  infllftion — if  a  {landing  army  was  raifedj  the  toriei 
recommended  its  continuance — if  the  people  were  burdened  with 
taxes,  the  tories  hailed  tlie  augmentation  as  the  wifcft  adminiftrsi- 
tion  of  government — if  Mr.  Jeflferfon,  Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Gallatin, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  Gen.  Dearbome,  or  even  the  venerable  Samuel 
Adams,  were  calumniated,  the  tories  were  afliduous  in  aggravat- 
ing the  fcurrility — if  an  attempt  was  made  to  involve  us  in  a  war 
with  France,  and  an  alliance  with  England,  the  tories  were  the 
moft  a<5live  to  propagate  every  vain  ftory  to  urge  on  the  deftrudl- 
ivc  fyftem— if  the  Prefident  fent  commiflioners  to  France  to  renew 
our  friendlhip,  the  tories  reprobated  his  conduft  in  terms  the  moft 
degrading  : — in  fhort,  federalifm  was  the  watch-word,  which  op- 
erated as  the  charm  to  deftroy  all  the  vital  republican  principles 
of  our  conftitution,  and  to  bring  the  United  States  to  the  brink  of 
difunion.  The  abufe  of  federalifm,  therefore,  has  bewildered  the 
people.  The  enemies  of  our  country  have  taken  to  tlaemfclves 
an  appellation,  which  really  and  eflentially  belongs  to  thofe  whom 
they  have  ftyled  jacobins.  The  controverfy  is  not  confined  to 
words,  but  to  principles  ;  the  republicans,  (falfely  ftyled  jacobins) 
have  always  been  the  fubftantial  fupporters  of  the  Federal  Conftitu- 
tion ;  they  have  been  anxioufly  difpofed  to  have  it  adminiftered  upon 
thofe  principles  which  firft  gave  it  exiftence  ;  they  are  oppofed  to 
every  meafure  which  leads  to  extravagance,  and  which  gives  a  power 
into  the  hands  of  the^fw  to  deprefs  the  ynany. 

The  fpeech  of  Prefident  Jefferfon,  as  it  relates  to  the  adminiftra- 
tlon  of  government,  Is  the  political  creed  of  the  republicans  ;  the 
rights  of  the  citizens,  both  in  their  political  and  religious  capacity 
are  exprcfTed  in  language  confonant  to  the  feelings  and  fentimcnts 
of  a  free  people. 

While  tlius  defcribing  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the  term 
federalifm,  as  operating  for  many  years  part,  I  would  not  be 
thought  to  explode  the  propriety  of  its  adoption.  Federalifm  is  a 
prominent  article  in  the  American  compadl  ;  it  is  not  a  decep- 
tive quality  to  anAver  party  purpofes,  but  a  defined  principle, 
which  muft  ever  invigorate  the  whole  fyftem  of  our  government- 
The  conftitution  lives  and  moves  by  its  vitality — it  is  the  locks  of 
the  American  Sampfon ;  but  while  we  contemplate  its  efficacy, 
let  us  not  be  led  away  by  the  hollow  found  iifuing  through  the 
cavern*  from  whence,  during  our  revolution,  the  hoarfe  murmurs 
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of  our  enemies  proceeded.  Thefe  falfe-termed  federalifts  are 
Tapping  the  ground  on  which  our  happinefs  is  placed  ;  tliey  are 
attempting  to  render  the  refpe(n:ive  ftates  jealous  of  each  other  j 
they  are  trying  their  {kill  at  dividing  the  Southern  from  the 
Northern  States.  The  "  New-England  Palladium"  is  brought 
into  view,  as  if  to  rally  the  parties  under  territorial  diitinftions. 
Publications  have  often  difgraced  tliofe  papers  which  aflumed  the 
federal  title,  to  urge  a  divifion,  and  the  eledion  of  the  Prefident 
has  been  denounced  as  the  overbearing  preponderancy  of  fouthem 
flaves.  All  thefe  appearances  forbode  fome  deep  projeft  to  ftiake 
the  foundation  of  the  federal  conftitution  ;  they  appear  fyftem- 
atically  purfued,  and  the  opprobrious  epithets  on  our  Executive, 
which  are  daily  publiftied,  we  have  reafon  to  fear  are  precurfors 
to  the  fatal  cataftrophe. 

*'  IVe  are  all  federalljlsy'  fays  the  Prefident  ;  that  is,  every  real 
friend  to  America  is  in  reality  a  friend  to  the  harmony  and  union 
of  the  refpefbive  ftates.  Let  us,  then,  fellow-citiz,ens,  rally  round 
our  conftitution,  and  maintain  its  federal  features — let  us  fcan  the 
defigns  of  men,  who,  with  fpecious  pretences,  have  courted  the 
fmiles  of  federalifm^  but  who  wifti  to  violate  the  chaftity  of  our 
patronefs  in  their  unhallowed  embraces.  The  real  republicans  are 
the  proteftors  of  her  honour,  and  under  the  wife  and  benign  ma- 
nagement of  our  conftituted  authorities,  the  enemies  of  our  future 
profperity,  we  truft  in  God,  will  be  baffled. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  are  not  made  to  excite  any  unrear 
fonable  jealoufies,  or  to  create  a  fpirit  of  party  animoftty  ;  but  in 
order  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  difunion  in  our  public  affairs,  it 
is  neceffary  to  know  xhcfource  of  divifion.  This  falfe  appropriation 
of  federalifm  is  the  cause  of  all  our  difficulties,  and  the  Eflex 
junto  have  taken  an  undue  advantage  by  ftyling  themfelres  "  ex- 
clufive  federalifts"  ;  a  wound  which  had  fo  long  been  feftering, 
ought  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom,  and  when  we  underftand  the 
taufe  of  complaint,  we  can  eafily  ^pply  the  remedy. 
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ECONOMY. 

Speculative  fubjeas  are  liable  to  endlefs  controverfy. 
But  there  are  axioms,  both  in  politics  and  religion,  to  which  the 
mind  admits  of  no  diflent — the  mod  prominent  of  which  are,  the 
adoration  of  the  Supreme  Being,  an  adherence  to  our  Conftitu- 
tions,  and  a  patriotic  attachment  to  the  freedom,  fovereignty  and 
independence  of  our  country.  Thefe  are  tenets  which  baffle  all 
oppofition,  and  are  the  unequivocal  tefts  of  religious,  moral,  and 
fecial  redlitudc. 

In  politics  a  variety  of  opinions  may  be  promulgated  and  en- 
forced ;  honcft  men  may  differ  as  to  the  particular  mode  of  ad- 
miniftering  the  government,  but  there  is  one  radical  principle.,  which 
all  the  fophiftry  of  ftatefmen  can  never  eradicate.  The  principle 
•which  I  allude  to,  is  economy.  It  is  the  blood  of  the  body  poli- 
tic— it  is  the  ftamina  which  invigorates  the  focial  organs,  and  gives 
animation  to  all  the  movements  by  which  they  are  diredlcd.  It 
is  the  alpha  and  omega  of  a  republican  government,  and  the  war- 
rantee which  fecures  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  a  people. 

Economy  in  government,  \s  \\Vq  charity  in  religion.  It  is  the 
cardinal  virtue,  and  while  we  enumerate  all  the  pleafing  charac- 
teriftlcs  of  a  profperous  admlnlftratlon,  we  muft  finally  conclude, 
that  thegrcatcji  of  ihcfe  is  economy. 

The  "  modern  philo/ophy,"  that  "  a  public  debt  is  a  public  blef- 
fmg,"  is  equally  as  abfurd,  as  if  a  man  fhould  fay,  that  "  pri- 
vate vices  are  public  benefits  ;  and  a  magiftrate  (hould  be  as  re- 
prehenfible  in  endeavoring  to  augment  the  national  debt,  in  order 
to  increafe  the  happinefs  of  the  country,  as  a  minifler  of  the  gofpel 
to  dirteminate  vice  to  promote  the  caufc  of  chriftianit}'. 

Extravagance  in  public  expenditures  is  the  "  tare  among  tie 
wheat"  and  a  farmer  may  as  well  expe»fl  to  reap  a  plentiful  har- 
veft  with  his  foil  overrun  with  noxious  weeds,  :is  a  government  ta 
hope  for  profperity,  from  a  profufe  lavi(hment  of  its  pecuniary  rc- 
fources.  The  fame  fimple  principles  are  as  applicable  to  nations 
as  to  individuals  :  and  though  a  conti-ary  doihiae  has  been  ud^ 
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vanced  in  England  and  America  by  "  modern  Phllofophers,"  yet 
"  common  Jcnfe"  revolts  at  the  folly  and  tendency  of  tlie  fentiment. 

From  the  above  plain  pofitions,  I  am  authorifed  to  draw  thefe 
conclufions,  viz.  that  xht  Jinances  of  this  country,  at  this  early 
period,  ought  not  to  extend  to  the  utnwjl  ahUities  of^the  people,  but 
i]«3Uid  be  kept  within  thofe  rational  bounds,  winch,  in' a  time  of 
psacey  are  adequate  to  an  economical  adminlflration  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  tlie  accounts  fhould  be  fo  clearly  ftated  to  the  citizens, 
as  that  they  might  know  to  what  purpofe  their  money  has  beea 
appropriated.  If  we  had  purfued  this  method,  is  it  probable  that 
the  ultimate  refources  of  this  country  would  have  been  brought 
into  operation,  fo  foon  after,  the  adoption  of  the  federal  conftitu- 
tion  ?  Within  alsoiit  twelve  years,  we  have  nearly  embraced  the 
extenfive  fyftem  of  Britifh  taxation-*-our  impoft  and  cxcifc  are 
proportionably  burdenfome  with  thofe  of  the  Englifli — ftanap 
duties,  houfe  and  land  taxes,  already  bear  heavy  on  the  yeomanry  ; 
but  our  loans  at  eight  per  cent,  exceed  the  lavifli  douceurs  of  Britain, 
even  under  all  the  weight  of  wari  and  perplexity  of  their  finances. 
In  order  then  to  know  the  amount  of  expenfes,  it  is  proper  that 
the  treafury  department  fliould  be  fully  inveftigated,  and  that  the 
ftatement  fliould  be  within  the  comprehenfion  of  every  intelligent 
citizen  ;  when  this  is  done,  all  the  financiering  myflery  will  be 
diffipated,  which  has  for  many  yeais  paft  clouded  our  fifcal  com- 
munications— aritlimetic,  inftead  of  "  in^rumentality"  would  be 
the  table  whereby  we  could  make  our  calculation — debt  and 
credit  would  be  fubftantiated  beyond  the  poflibility  of  deception, 
and  the  balance  would  be  fo  explicit,  that  we  fhould  not  be  puzzled 
to  know  whether  it  was  in  our  favour  or  againfl  us. 

This  fyftem  of  expenditure  is  fo  important,  that  we  cannot 
dwell  too  long  on  the  fubjeft.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
are  generally  induftrious  and  enterprifmg  ;  tlie  property  earned  by 
the  farmer  in  his  field,  by  the  tradefman  in  his  work-fhop,  and  by 
the  merchant  in  his  compting-roora,  is  too  facied  to  be  fported 
with,  for  the  emolument  of  otliers.  The  fweat  of  the  brow  are 
drops  too  precious  to  be  applied  in  fuch  profufion,  as  to  run  down 
(like  the  oil  from  Aaron's  beard)  on  the  fkirts  of  a  few  favourites, 
but,  like  a  valuable  and  coftly  ingredient,  fliould  be  applied  with  a 
medical  fkill  and  accuracy.  That  this  country  is  involved  in  a 
he;xvy  debt,  cannot  be  denied,  and  that  tlie  articles  of  taxatioa 
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have  far  exceeded  every  calculation  which  could  rationally  be 
made,  is  equally  as  evident.  Though  the  inveftigation  of  the 
trea/iiry  department  may  bring  to  view  fuch  particulars  as  may  be 
difgufting  to  feme  individuals,  yet  the  body  of  citizens  would  be 
highly  gratified  by  the  difclofurc.  ■*» 

The  duties  of  impoft,  excife,  &c.  have  been  more  generally  paid 
within  the  United  States  than  in  any  other  country — it  is  true,  a 
few  federal'tjls  have  been  caught  attempting  to  defraud  the  gov- 
ernment. In  Engl;;ind,  fmuggling  is  reduced  to  a  fcicnce,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  dutied  articles  are  landed  clear  of  the  infpcc- 
tion  of  the  cuftom-houfe  ;  notwithftanding  which,  they  are  able  to 
pay  an  intereft  on  a  debt  of  four  hurdrcd  and  fifty-two  millions 
fterling. 

This  being  a  fuel,  it  raufl.  be  granted,  that  an  immcnfe  revenue 
has  arifca  from  duties  fince  the  ad-option  of  the  Federal  Conftitu- 
tion.  The  queftion  tlien  is,  What  has  become  of  the  money  ? 
This  is  a  very  important  inquiry,  as  it  involves  in  it  tlie  fecret 
tranfaiflions  within  the  Treafury  ;  it  brings  into  view  the  expendi- 
tures of  an  Army  and  Navy,  Indian  War,  with  all  the  items  of 
*•  mifmanagement  and  negle<fl,"  Algerine  Negociations,  Treaty 
Appropiiaticns,  Agent  Contradts,  Bank  and  Foreign  Loans,  &c. 
in  Ihort,  the  fandum  fandorum  of  fifcal  arrangements  would  be 
laid  open  to  the  infpc<5llon  of  an  intcrefted  public  :  and,  like  a 
doom's-day  book,  would  decide  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  thofc 
who  have  had  the  management  of  our  government.  In  this  in- 
quiry, it  is  probable  we  fliould  difcovcr  the  magic  fource  c/tt.vek- 
ALisM — how  far  the  private  intereft  of  individuals  has  been  con- 
neded  with  certain  high-toned  mcafures  ;  the  bkffings  of  agen- 
cies, contracfts,  .ind  ofllcial  appointments,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
"We  might  poffibly  difcover  the  aiu/e  of  the  violent  oppofition  to  a 
change  of  men  and  mcafures — why  Mr.  JefFcrfon  has  been  calum- 
niated, and  why  Mr.  Gallatin  is  dreaded.  The  Treafury  depart- 
ment i?  fo  involved  in  tlie  meafures  of  government,  that  it  is  the 
key  by  whigh  we  may  hope  to  unlock  the  Pandora  h\;  which  con- 
tains lui-ploiSf  Ocean  majacrest  and  even  Harper's  famous  "  clues 
to  con/piracies.^*  That  is,  we  may  know  how  far  thefe  alarms  have 
been  conneded  with  certain  financiering  proje<fls. 

That  every  dollar  has  not  been  fairly  expended,  I  would  not 
prefumc  to  fuggefl,  but  informaUon  oa  Ujis  fubjeil  is  ncccflary  aii<| 
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proper.  It  woiild  ferve  to  quiet  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  jeal- 
ous, that  we  have  not  "  worked  things  right  ;"  but  if  the  expendi- 
tures can  be  juftly  accounted  for,  it  will  flop  the  clamours  of  fuch 
as  are  cenforious  in  their  remarks. 

The  great  oppofition  made  in  our  federal  papers  againft  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  as  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  has  a 
tendency  to  excite  a  fufpicion,  that  this  inveftigation  would  ex- 
pofe  particular  tranfaftions  to  fevere  animadverfion.  Thefe  fame 
perfons  are  firm  friends  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  though  he  is  as  much  a 

foreigner  as  Mr.  Gallatin.  They  pretend  to  objeft  to  bis  appoint- 
ment on  this  ground,  but  his  abilities  and  peculiar  talents  for  this 
bufinefs,  even  his  enemies  cannot  controvert.     The  finances  of 

,  this  country  have  long  been  his  ftudy,  and  the  accuracy  of  his 
ftatements  cannot  be  denied  by  his  opponents.  His  induftry  and 
integrity  were  never  brought  into  queftion,  and  his  family  con- 
nexions and  large  landed  property  are  pledges  of  his  faithful'^d- 
herence  to  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the  United  States.  He 
has  been  calumniated  by  thofe  who  have  committed  the  fame  vio- 
lation on  others,  but,  thank  heaven,  calumny  in  the  federal  papers 
is  not  the  evidence  of  a  man's  demerit  ;  it  rather  qualifies  him  for 
the  confidence  of  every  real  friend  to  America.  Though  calumny 
has  exhaufted  her  venom  againft  his  political  conduft,  yet  his  hon- 
efty  has  ftood  invulnerable  againft  all  the  fhafts  of  his  opponents. 
If  talents  are  requifite,  he  poflefles  them  to  as  great  a  degree  as 
any  man — if  morality  is  the  touchftone,  will  Mr.  Gallatin  be  injured 
in  his  reputation  by  a  comparifon  with  others  ?  I  will  venture  to 
predi(5l,  that  the  firft  communication  to  Congrefs  from  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, on  the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  will  be  as  univerfally  applauded, 
as  the  fpeech  of  Prefident  Jefferfon.  Such  light  will  be  thrown 
on  the  dark  recefles  of  the  treafury,  that  each  citizen  will  confider 
the  ftatement  among  the  moft  valuable  papers  of  the  government. 
I  have  been  more  particular  in  my  remarks,  as  our  money 
concerns  are  peculiarly  interefting.  In  cafe  of  peace,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  fupport  the  fyftem  of  revenue  under  all  the  embarraff- 
ments  of  commerce.  The  prefent  ftate  of  the  treafury  is  due  to 
the  adminiftration  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  ;  it  is  the  ground-work  of  his 
future  conduifl-,  as  the  people  ought  to  know  the  fituation  of  our 
money  concerns  at  the  time  of  his  entrance  into  office.  If  tlie  laft 
adminiftration  left  a  heavy  debt  opon  us— if  an  immenfe  revenue 
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has  been  rulfcd,  and  it  has  all  been  expended,  certainly  Mr,  J« 
fon  is  not  anfwerable  for  the  conlcqucnces.  He,  no  doubt,  will 
purfue  a  lyftcm  of  economy,  but  the  debt  hitherto  contrafled,  is  ^. 
burden  which  he  muft  be  obliged  to  difcharge.  His  enemies  are 
.:ware  of  his  embarraflhiepts,  and  are  telling  the  people  that  the 
change  is  of  no  confequcnce,  as  taxes  w-ill  be  equally  as  high  under 
the  prefent  as  the  laft  adminillration.  In  order,  tliercforc,  to  pre- 
vent an  unreaibnable  cenfure,  if  a  jufl:  ftatemcnt  is  made  of  our 
fifcal  concerns,  the  complaint  of  taxes  muft,  reft  on  thofe  who 
originated  the  evil.  His  public  condu<5l  will  ftand  on  his  individ- 
ual merit,  and  what  may  be  attached  to  it  in  confcquence  of 
previous  embarrafl'ments  cannot  be  chargeable  to  him. 

I  again  repeat,  tliat  the  trcafury  department  is  of  all  others  the 
moft  intercfting  and  important.  It  is  the  ark  of  our  political  fafe- 
ty,  and  may  the  economical  fyftem  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  convince  the 
people,  that  the  waters  of  extravagance  have  fubildcd. 
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INTRODUCTORY  TO   SOME   FUTURE    COGENT   REFLEC- 
TIONS. 

1 N  politics  as  in  religion  the  human  mind  is  more  influenced  by 
paflion  than  reafon.  To  efFeft  this  purpofe,  in  all  controverfial 
points  relating  to  church  or  ftatc,  certain  technical  terms  are  ufed  by 
partizans  to  gain  an  afcendancy.  The  divine  confounds  his  antag- 
onift  with  the  preponderating  charm  of  orthodoxy  ;  if  he  acquires  a 
popular  applaufe  under  this  fafcinating  appellation,  he  is  furc  to 
gain  an  afcendancy  over  every  opponent  ;  for  who  can  ftand  in 
oppofition  to  orthodoxy  ?  But  the  misfortune  is,  that  the  world  is 
not  agreed  in  applying  the  term  to  any  particular  feft.  In  fomc 
countries,  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope,  the  purity  of  Mother 
Church,  tranfubftantiation,  and  the  efficacy  of  prieftly  benedic- 
tions, are  the  teft  of  orthodoxy.  In  the  reformed  countries,  the 
Right  Reverend  Father  in  God  partakes  in  feme  degree  of  the 
excellencies  ^nd  virtues  of  the  Papal  Hierarchy,  and  the  Yarious 
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grades  liTuing  from  this  evangelical  fount  are  eftimated  in  propor- 
tion as  the  benediftion  is  accompanied  with  official  emoluments. 

"  j4  Saint  in  crape  is  tivlce  a  Saint  in   laivn." 

A  firm  belief  in  all  the  paraphernalia  of  this  reformed  eftablifh- 
ment,  is  in  fome  nations  called  orthodoxy  ;  and  no  man  can  expect 
promotion  or  even  common  credence,  if  he  is  fo  Jacobinical  as  not 
to  fubfcribe  to  every  article  promulgated  by  St.  Athanafms.  Or- 
thodoxy is  a  term  which  has  had  a  wonderful  effedl  in  fociety — 
the  Calvinift  claims  it  as  his  prerogative — the  Socinian  afTumes  a 
right  to  the  appellation — the  Univcrfalifl:  modeftly  begs  to  be  con- 
fidered  within  the  latitude  of  its  influence  ;  and  every  feci,  however 
differing  in  the  moft  effential  points,  plume  themfelves  as  carrying 
this  ftandard. 

Thus,  in  religion,  we  are  led  away  by  a  term  which  in  itfelf  is 
perfedly  right,  provided  we  can  afcertain  the  real  principle  which 
conftitutes  its  authenticity.  The  definition  of  Orthodoxy,  is  true 
hcllef ;  but  tlie  fentiment  is  fo  fublimated,  that  we  are  loft  in  tlie 
application.  One  man's  true  belief  is  another's  evident  error  ; 
various  fpeculatin^e  fubjeds  lead  to  different  conclufions,*but  paf- 
fion  often  fo  "  demoralizes"  reafon,  that  men  may  fo  far  adhere  to 
terms  imbibed  by  education,  as  to  anathematize  others  becaufe 
they  affume  a  right  to  exercife  their  judgment  in  deciding  for 
themfelves. 

Thcfe  remarks  are  not  made  to  weaken  the  ground  of  ortho- 
doxy as  it  refpefts  religion  ;  but  to  fiiew,  tliat  iernuj  without  a  de- 
fined obje(ft,  aie  more  apt  to  irritate  partizans  than  to  make  con- 
yerts.  High  church  and  low  church,  illuminati,  jacobinifm, 
anti-federallfm,  modern  philofophy,  demoralizing  principles,  &c.  have 
been  the  common  cant  phrafeology  of  very  formidable  opponents 
for  many  years,  and  it  was  only  to  give  currency  to  the  refpcO'ive 
appellations  as  the  parties  acquired  an  afcendancy,  in  order  to 
blaft  tl)e  reputation  of  the  individuals  who  efpoufcd  oppofite  opin- 
ions. Reafon  was  burled  in  the  mafs  of  detradion,  and  no  man's 
charadter  ftood  fecure  while  there  were  more  tongues  to  lelloiu  it 
<Jown,  than  to  reafon  it  up.  In  this  cafe  it  is  like  a  conteft  on  a 
precipice,  the  moft  numerous  could  eaftly  croud  over  their  op- 
ponentG. 
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At  prefent  I  fhall  be  very  brief  in  making  my  application^-^ 
The  difpofition,  above  defcribed,  has  too  long  been  the  palladium 
ercdled  againft  every  thing  that  looked  like  an  oppofition  to  cer- 
tain eftabliftied  terms  in  politics.     At  the  period  when  our  Confti- 
tution  was  nndcr  the  deliberative  inveftigation  of  the  Rate  conven- 
tion, the  itrms  federal  TivA  anti-federal  Were  the   principal  weapons 
of  warfare.     The  man  who  hefitated  to  adopt  it  without  amend- 
ments was  cried  down  as  an  anti-fcderalift  ;  federalifm  was  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  tlie  teft  of  patriotifm  was  an  explicit  avowal 
of  your  belief  in  every  minute  point  of  tlie  inftrument  fubmitted 
to  the  confideration  of  the  people  ;  the  perfon  who  dared  to  think, 
was  purfued  as  an  enemy  to  his  country.     But,  notwithftanding 
this  fyflem  of  terror,  the  good  fenfe  of  the  oppofers  rofe  fuperior 
to  perfonal   pcrfecution,   and   at    length  obtained    amendments 
which  are  now  confidered  as  the  moft  valuable  parts  of  the  con- 
ftitution.     Even  after  the  eftablifhment  of  the  government,  thefe 
nominal  diftiniflions  were  kept  up,   but  evidently  with  this  differ- 
ence as  to  the  objefls  of  the  parties,  thofe  tuho  meant  to  admimfler  it  0* 
the  principles  contemplated  by  the  refpedive  Slate  Conventions  were  ftyled 
unti-federaliflsy  and   thofe  who  attempted  to  deftroy  every  republi- 
can feature  in  its  conftruftion  were  ftyled  federalifts. — ^As  an  evi- 
<3encc  of  this  remark,  let  any  man  read  the  debates  of  Maflachu- 
fctts,  and  he  will  find  that  thofe  called   anti-federal  in  Congrefs 
T)ave  a(5ted  more  confiftent  with  the  fentiments  of  the  ftate,  than 
thofe  who  have  affiimed  the  title  of  federalifts.     Mr.  Vamum  has 
fpoken  the  language  of  the  New-England  States,  and  all  his  deci- 
fions  have  been  agreeable  to  the  doftrines  inculcated  in  their  ref. 
peflive  conventions,  and  yet  he  has  been  peculiarly  fmglcd  out,  as 
a  diforganizcr  and  an  enemy  to  tlie  conftitution.     The  gentlemen 
from  Virginia  have  been  uniform  in  their  adherence  to  the  origin- 
al principles  of  the  Northern  States.     Mr.  Jefferfon,  in  all  his  mea- 
furcs,  has  ftri(5lly  conformed  to  the  fpirit  which  pervaded  Ma/fa- 
chufetts,  New-Hampftiire,  Rhode-Illand  and  even  Comieiflicut.— - 
Taking  tlie  debates  in  Convention  as  the  teft  of  federalifm,  I  will 
appeal  to  every  American,  whether  the  oppofition  of  the  pretend- 
ed federalifts  to  patticular  channfters,  has  not  been  in  proportion 
to  their  attachment  to  tiie  fundament;il  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion, as  contemplated  at  the  period  of  its   adoption  ?  Why  was 
General  Dcarbornc  culumuiuted  when  brought  forwaid  as  a  men^ 
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ber  for  Congrefs  ?  Was  it  that  he  had  abandoned  the  ground  on 
which  the  government  ^vas  eftablifhed  ? — No — ^but  the  truth  is  that 
be  adhered  to  all  thofe  radical  points  which  gave  energy  to  the 
debates  in  Convention,  and  which  finally  deftroyed  the  force  of  op- 
pofition  to  its  adopdon.  Why  has  Judge  Lincoln  been  oppofed  ; 
is  it  becaufe  he  had  a  difpofition  to  deftroy  government  and  de- 
moralize fociety  ? — No — hrs  integrity  led  him  to  maintain  the  pure 
principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and  when  the  enemies  of  our  nation- 
al happinefs  found  him  tenacious  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  they 
attempted  to  injure  his  reputation  by  flander  and  defamation.  I 
I  could  go  on  to  mention  individuals,  but  the  catalogue  needs  no 
enumeration. 

Fello'w-Citizens — It  is  time  to  recur  to  farll  principles,  and  in 
order  to  afcertain  them,  perufe  the  debates  of  the  feveral  Conven- 
tions, more  efpecially  Maffachufetts.  Thefe  are  the  touchftones  by 
which  federal'ijm  muft  be  tried — they  are  the  records  of  public 
opinion  on  the  conftitution,  at  the  all  important  period  of  its 
adoption.  Read  them  attentively,  and  then  judge  between  the 
men  who  are  ftyled  federal  and  anti-federal.  Mr.  JeflFerfon  is, 
ftri<5lly  fpeaking,  a  New-England  federalijlf  and  fo  is  every  man  who 
has  been  abufed  by  a  body  of  railers  under  the  deceptive  maflc  of 
friends  to  order  and  good  government. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Fellow-Citizens, 

OINCE  the  days  that  our  forefathers  dlfembarked  on  the  rock 
at  Plymouth,  the  defigns  of  the  enemies  of  this  country  vstere 
never  more  artfully  purfued  than  -v^nthin  the  period  of  a  few  year» 
paft — "  deep  laid  plots,  well  Avoven  fnares,'*  have  interfered 
almoft  every  footftep  of  tlie  unfufpeding  citizen.  The  Brili/b 
treaty  was  the  drama  which  firft  introduced  every  monftrous  defor- 
mity alarming  to  the  neutral  rights  of  America. 

At  this  crifis,  recollefi:,  fellow-citizens,  with  what  arrogance 
a  "  junto"  erefted  their  menacing  front.  Thofe  of  us  who  ven- 
tured to  fpeak,  or  even  modeftly  to  think,  in  oppofition  to  tlieni» 
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were  threatened  with  the  full  vengeance  of  political  denunciation. 

During  this  terrific  conftcrnation,  there  was  almoft  a  paufe  in 
fociety  ;  fcarccly  a  voice  was  heard,  unlefs  to  eulogize  the  authors 
of  our  misfortunes,  and  no  ejaculation  could  be  whilpered,  ur.lefi 
to  implore  heaven  to  fanftion  the  projeds  of  thofe  who  wete 
threatening  our  ruin. 

But  how  deceptive  was  the  friendfliip  which  fuch  men  pretend- 
ed to  exprefs  !  How  dclufivc  their  attachment  to  the  permanency 
of  the  federal  ConJIUut'ton  !  As  foon  as  this  treaty  was  completed 
in  all  its  parts,  they  ftepped  forward  and  placed  themfelves  in  an 
undifguifed  pofition.  From  that  moment,  the  condud  of  the 
enemy  became  open,  vindidlive  and  decifive  ;  every  meafure  was 
devifed,  and  even  "  bold  ftrokes"  contemplated  to  involve  us  in  a 
war.  During  this  political  tempeft,  a  fedition  law  rofe  like  a 
malignant  meteor,  and  threatened  to  confume,  in  its  progrcfs, 
every  vefliige  of  republican  freedom.  An  army  was  raifed  to  aft 
Wiih  vigour  and  promptitude,  when  other  accidental  circumftances 
Ihould  countenance  their  eflFeftive  exertions.  Young  men  were 
occafionally  called  together,  (intermixed  with  fome  of  mature  age) 
and  procefllons  formed,  to  hear,  in  the  houfe  of  God,  the  difcor- 
dant  babblings  of  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  ofEciate.  The 
profperity  and  peace  of  the  country  were  fufpended  by  a  thread 
of  the  moft  delicate  texture,  and  if  heaven  had  not  miraculcufly 
interpofed,  our  ruin  muft  have  been  inevitable.  Even  fome 
whofe  duty  leads  them  to  pray  for  peace,  were  conftantly  tlirowin^ 
combul^ibles  on  the  altar,  peculiarly  calculated  to  promote  the 
horrid  cataftrophe  of  war,  and  many  of  the  pulpits  were  converted 
into  roftrums,  to  promulgate  the  dreadful  do<ftrinc  of  carmge  and 
extermination. 

In  tlie  midft  of  this  public  inflammation,  a  fignal  was  g^iveo, 
Urtder  tlie  appellation  of  a  cockade,  which  nearly  brought  the  ci- 
tizens to  the  verge  of  a  civil  war.  This  badge  was  carried  to  jui 
excefs  which  threatened  the  moft  fcrious  conibqucnccs^  Thofe 
who  refufed  to  copy  this  ftrvile  diftin^lion  wtre  expofcd  to  every 
infult.  They  were  treated  witli  the  groflcft  indignity,  while  the 
moft  obnoxious  during  our  revolution,  were  held  in  rever- 
«nce,  provided  they  difplayed  tliis  childifh  trappiag  of  fcdcraliiai- 
T 
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An  old  torf,  witli  a  cockade,  was  more  refpefled  than  an  old  whig 
without  it. 

This  has  been  the  degrading  fituation  of  our  country,  during  x 
reign  of  terror  ;  the  republicans  have  been  bajiikd  by  a  faftion, 
which  had  acquired  an  afcendancy  by  the  excefs  of  their  eflFron- 
tery.  The  prefTes,  for  the  moll  part,  were  under  their  control, 
and  Corporal  Porcupine  wa-s  the  chief  direftor  of  this  complicated 
fyftem  of  fraud  and  wlckednefs  ;  he  was  the  orb  round  which  the 
federal  fatellites  moved. 

The  republican,  who  dared  to  ftand  between  this  conflldl,  'W'as 
placed  in  the  ludicrous  fituation  of  a  man's  body  as  defcrlbed  in 
an  almanack,  governed  by  Aries,  Taurus,  Gemini,  Leo,  Scorpio, 
Pifces,  &c.  ;  he  was  befet,  from  head  to  feet,  with  political  dag- 
gers. The  figm  of  terror  were  like  the  tivehe  Jigns  of  the  zodiack  ; 
— they  moved  under  different  diredions,  and  each  of  tliem  acquir- 
ed an  influence  under  Federalifm,  Antl-Jacoblnifm,  Illumlnlfm, 
Atheifm,  Deifm,  Modern  Phihfophy^  Demoralizing  Principles,  8cc. — 
Thus  inflated,  the  public  mind  was  fufceptible  to  every  wrong  im- 
prefSon,  and  the  well  difpofed  citizens  were  expofed  to  thofe  hur- 
ricanes of  paflion,  which  political  and  ecclefiallical  fanatlcifm  have 
conjured  frorn  the  caverns  of  monarchy,  ariftocracy  and  prieft- 
craft. 

At  this  period  of  terror,  the  federal  papers  (falfely  fo  called) 
were  holding  up  the  abettors  of  thefe  perfecuting  meafures  as  eK- 
chjive  friends  to  the  conjlitution.  But  no  fooner  had  they  accom- 
piifhed  their  purpofes,  than  Porcupine,  Fenno,  &c.  began  their  at- 
tacks upoii  this  palladium  of  our  liberties.  The  Conftitutions 
were  fatirized  under  the  degrading  fimilitude  of  "  a  fow  with  a 
litter  of  pigs"  ;  an  hereditary  eftablifliment  of  Prefident  and  Se- 
nate was  promulgated  as  the  defideratum  of  government  ;  a  divi- 
fion  of  the  northern  and  fouthem  States  was  propofed  as  the  moft 
defirable  objedt  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  in  propor- 
tion as  the  fa(5Hon  acquired  an  afcendancy,  under  the  term  feder- 
oUfm,  they  became  more  bold  and  afluming  in  degrading  the  pr'tti' 
ciples  of  our  confiitution.  Porcupine  commenced  his  libellous  re- 
marks on  this  inflrument,  while  Fenno  and  the  Farmer's  Mufeum 
reprobated  "  republicanifm  as  a  leprofy."  The  divifion  of  the 
northern  and  fouthem  States  feems  to  be  ferioufly  contemplated  by 
ifeefe  pretended  fediral  papers,  and  lo  one  carries  a  ftroDger  evi» 
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dence  of  fuch  a  defign  than  the  "  Netv-England  Palladiun^*  ;  this 
paper  appears  calculated  to  efFe<5l  this  purpole,  as  moft  of  the  par- 
agraphs are  fraught  with  abufe  againll  almoft  every  State,  foutb 
of  Connecticut.  The  Preildent,  and  all  the  "  conftituted  authori- 
ties," are  treated  with  that  unbounded  Icurrility  which  none  Jjut 
diforganizers  and  ene^iies  to  our  government  can  pretend  to 
approve. 

But,  thanks  to  that  Being  who  has  ever  been  watchful  over 
the  liberties  of  this  country,  the  day  of  terror  is  paft,  and  the 
citizens  afTume  their  wonted  dignity.  We  can  now  reafon,  and 
apply  xmr  arguments  to  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people  ;  we  are  ref^ 
tored  to  the  high  ftation  of  republicans  ;  no  degrading  infignia 
defignate  X)ne  citizen  from  another  ;  the  m'mdy  and  not  the  hat, 
gives  the  evidence  of  patriotifm.  The  man,  who  means  to  injure 
his  country  cannot  fliroud  himfelf  under  falfe  colours  ;  his  decided 
conduft,  and  not  his  tongue-profeffions,  is  the  teft  of  integrity. 

Prefident  Jefferson  has  commenced  his  adminiftration  upon 
the  genuine  principles  of  our  Conftitution  ;  he  feeks  no  afylum 
within  a  fedition  law,  neither  does  he  fcreen  himfelf  under  the  ty^ 
rannical  conftrudion  of  the  Common  Law  of  England  ;  he  Hand* 
on  a  level  with  his  fellow-citizens,  and  to  their  tribunal  he  appeals 
for  an  impartial  verdift.  While  defamation  iflues  from  the  pre- 
tended federal  papers,  he  muft  find  a  confolation  in  the  integrity 
of  his  heart,  and  reditude  of  his  condudl.  He  feeks  no  protedioa 
from  declamatory  partizans,  but  ftands,  like  Mofes  on  the  mount, 
with  the  law  for  his  protedlion.  While  a  few  unprincipled  men 
are  abufing  him,  (who  have  long  followed  the  federal  government 
folely  for  the  "  loaves  and  fiflies"  of  their  office)  yet,  as  he  knows 
the  bafenefs  of  their  hearts,  he  views  their  calumny  with  the  moft 
confummate  indifference  ;  fuch  men  are  unworthy  the  confidence  of 
any  government,  for  they  would  cry  hofanna,  or  crucify,  for  the  pal- 
try recompence  of  "  thirty  pieces  of  filver."  Like  Judas,  they 
would  take  a  fop  from  their  maftcr,  and  enter  the  next  hour  into 
a  league  with  the  chief  priejls  to  betray  him.  How  inconfiftent, 
then,  are  fuch  people  ;  and  what  can  be  faid  in  their  vindication  ? 
— The  fad  is,  they  are  falfe  and  hollow  in  their  attachment  to  our 
conftitution,  and  after  attempting  to  facrifice  Mr.  Adams,  they  are 
now  defirous  to  rally  again  under  his  patronage  j  but  we  hope  he 
begins  to  difccrn  their  duplicity. 
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Mr.  Jefferfon  has  commenced  his  adminlftration  at  a  moft  im- 
portant period  ;  the  republican  fyftem  is  to  be  tried  under  his  wif- 
dom  and  decifion  ;  the  enemy  know  this,  and  are  endeavouring  to 
fow  tares  in  the  pohtical  field.  The  republican  citizens  gave 
him  their  fupport,  and  his  good  fenfe  will  lead  him  not  to  difap- 
point  their  expeftations.  The  constitution  is  the  polar  ftar, 
and  while  an  "  EJpx  faclion"  are  attempting  to  divide  and  difunite, 
the  real  friends  of  our  country  will  rally  round  him  as  their  patron. 
Thus  confolidated  by  our  union,  we  truft  in  God,  that  the  enemies 
of  our  liberties  will  not  be  able  to  prevail  againft  us.  The  tree  of 
American  liberty  has  been  fertilized  by  the  blood  of  republicans, 
and  may  it  never  be  blafted  nor  fuffered  to  decay  by  the  peftif- 
erous  exhalations  of  enemies,  under  the  appellation  of  federalifts  ; 
or  Illuminati  hypocrites,  under  the  garb  of  religion. 

Fel/oiv-Ciiizens— Judge  ye  then  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
his  opponents. 


No.  xxxvn. 

ON    EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

JL  HE  ridiculous  pedantic  remarks  of  ignorant  critics  being 
unworthy  notice,  I  fhall  not  affront  the  public  by  making  a  reply 
to  their  abfurdities.  If  fuch  infignificant  beings  expeft  to  gain  a 
reputation  by  my  condefccnding  to  expnfe  their  folly y  they  will  be  dif- 
appointed  ;  they  are  a  fpecies  of  infe«fls  too  defpicable  ta  be  crujhed 
by  the  fmalleft  weight  which  could  be  applied  for  their  diflblution. 

The  prcfent  number  is  particularly  referved  for  the  inveftiga- 
tion  of  a  fubjeft,  which  has-  peculiarly  drawn  forth  the  whole 
artillery  of  the  Eflex  faftion  againft  Mr.  Jefferfon-  They  have 
expended  in  a  great  meafure  their  fiie  of  deifm,  atheifm,  jacobin- 
ifm,  &c. — they  find  themfelves  defeated  in  thefe  attacks  ;  but,  as 
the  laft  refort,  have  rallied  their  whole  force  to  check  him' in  bis 
official  appointments. 

The  conititution  has  wifely  referved,  in  particular  inftances, 
this  right  to  the  executive.— At  tlie  time  the  conftitution  was 
adopted,  this  prerogative  was  confidered  as  a  liigh  prefervative  to 
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the  government  ;  for  if  tht  Prefidcnt  is  amenable  for  his  conduct, 
he  ought  furely  to  have  officers  in  whofe  political  integrity  he  caii 
confide.  If  he  adopted  a  particular  fyftcm  of  adniinitlraiiou,  it 
was  proper  that  all  thofe  with  whom  he  was  conneded  ihould  be 
friendly  to  his  piu-pofes.  This  is  an  effential  quality  in  an  elecllve 
government,  for  as  the  people  have  a  right  to  change  their  public 
iervants,  the  procefs  of  tlieir  admiuiflraiion  Ihould  be  uniform  in 
all  its  parts,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
plans  adopted  and  profecuted.  If  this  pofition  is  not  admitted, 
how  can  a  Prefident  maintain  a  confiftency  of  conduft  in  the 
various  objeds  contemplated,  while  a  certain  part  of  the  govern- 
ment are  inimical  to  his  proceedings  ? — fuch  a  difcordancy  of  parts 
xvould  be  like  a  houfe  divided  againft  itfelf  ;  the  government  muft 
ever  be  in  diibrder,  while  there  are  various  wheels  in  the  ma- 
chinery counterafting  the  motions  of  each  other. 

This  mode  of  condud  generally,  if  not  univerfally,  was  adopt- 
ed by  Mr.  Adams.  He  difplaced  almoft  every  man  oppofcd  to 
his  politics,  and  appointed  others  in  whom  he  could  confide  for  an 
adherence  to  all  his  raeafures.  Mr.  Adams  had,  by  thefe  means,  a 
fair  trial  of  his  political  fyftcm  ;  as  every  one,'  ading  under  him, 
^ffifted  to  his  utmoft  ability  to  promote  his  wiflies.  If  this  was 
right  in  M^.  Adams,  why  fhould  it  be  wrong  in  Mr.  JefFcrfon  ? 
Why  fliould  we  not  admit  Mr.  JefFerfon  to  the  fame  privileges 
exercifed  by  Mr.  Adams  I  The  laft  adminiftration  went  to  "the  ut- 
moft extent  of  prefidcntial  patronage  ;  nearly  every  officer  ftood 
ready  to  execute  the  will  of  this  branch  of  the  govcrnmept.- — 
Profecutions  were  commenced,  and  every  perfon  who  dared  to  lifp 
any  thing  againft  the  adminiftration,  immediately  became  'the 
objetft  of  vindidive  refentment.  Every  perlbn  muft  allow  that 
^Ir.  Adams  had  the  full  fweep  of  executive  influence  ;  and  the 
iriends  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  only  require  a  balance  to  reftore  tlie  gov- 
ernment to  an  equilibrium. 

The  above  obfervations  are  rather  general ;  but  I  am  willingf 
to  confider  this  fuhje(5t  on  die  particr/         — '  "     admitted  by  the 

oppofers  of  Mr.  JefFerfon.       When  in  was   thofen 

Preildcnt,  thefe  people  declared  in  every  ncwfpaper,  that  the  fyjlfta 
of  the  adminijiratiou  was  to  ie  charigtd.  They  openly  avowed  their 
ciunity  to  him,  and  faid  that  jacobin  influence  had  introduced  him 
to  the  govemmcut.     If  it  is  thus  granted,  that  a  particular  intcrci^ 
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fupported  Mr.  JefFerfon's  election  ;  and  if  it  is  further  acknowl- 
edged, that  the  fame  intereft  was  oppofed  to  Mr.  Adams  ;  the 
confequenccs  which  follow  are,  tloat  the  parties  were  at  iflue  on 
the  event  of  the  eledion. 

The  propriety  of  the  oppofition,  and  the  utility  of  the  change, 
are  to  be  evidenced  by  the  future  operation  of  the  adminiftration  ; 
but  can  any  reafonabie  man  fuppofe  that  Mr.  JefFerfon  could 
profecute  a  fyllem  analogous  to  his  fentiments,  if  he  kept  in  office 
thofe  men  who  were  diametrically  oppofed  to  him  ?  How  could 
he  move  within  the  fphere  afligned  him,  when  the  greateft  part 
of  his  official  agents  were  counteradting  his  meafures  ?  It  was  in 
my  lafl:  Number  obferved,  that  we  are  now  trying  the  full  extent 
of  a  republican  governmerit,  under  Mr.  JefFerfon  ;  and  if  this  is 
the  cafe,  is  it  not  proper  that  he  ffiould  have  thofe  in  government 
vrho  are  friendly  to  the  experiment,  who  wifh  to  maintain  the 
refpedability  of  his  character,  and  who  are  fmcere  friends,  and  not 
fycophantic  hypocrites  ? 

Certainly  Mr.  JefFerfon  is  entitled  to  the  fame  indulgence  with 
Mr.  Adams,  and  while  we  allow  him  to  exercife  his  conftitutional 
rights,  the  people  will  be  able  to  judge,  during  his  four  years* 
officiality,  whether  the  change  is  for  the  better  or  for  the  worle. 
To  judge  candidly  on  this  queftion,  we  mufl  allow  him  the  privi- 
lege  to  appoint  fuc|j  men  ^s  will  ad  congenial  with  his  principles. 
If  he  is  wrong  in  his  judgment,  we  fhall  foon  fee  the  fallacy  of 
cur  confidence,  q,ndat'the  next  eledion  endeavour  to  introduce 
fome  other  perfon  to  reftify  his  mift^keg. 

The  republicans  only  wifh  to  try  Mr.  Jefferfon  by  the  fame 
touchflone  tjie  fedcralifts  proved  Mr.  Adams  ;  if  lie  fails,  we  are 
willing  to  relinqnifh  him,  and  bring  forward  fome  other  perfon 
more  adequate  to  the  purpofe.  Republicans  are  not  attached  to 
men,  but  principles.  At  pief<int,  we  place  our  confidence  in  Mr. 
JefFerfon,  and  in  order  that  tliis  gentleman  fhould  have  a/a/V  trials 
we  think  he  is  perfectly  right  in  appointing  fuch  pcrfons  as  will 
promote  the  general  fyflem  of  his  adminiilration.  If,  from  a  falfe 
delicacy,  or  from  fear  of  the  clamours  of  his  enemies,  he  keeps  a 
majority  of  his  opponents  in  office,  how  can  he  exped  to  maintain 
the  government  upon  that  ground  which  he  has  uniformly  advo- 
cated ?  If  he  was  in  oppofition  to  the  extravagant  conducft  of  the 
lafj  adminiilration,  how  can  he  adopt  a  plan  of  economy  while  he 
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retains  a  majority  of  officers  who  were  afting  under  an  oppofite 
regimen  ? 

The  fadt  is,  as  Mr.  JefFerfon  is  now  Prefident  of  the  United  StateSt 
he  muft  have  officers  who  are  friendly  to  his  operations  ;  other- 
wife  the  bulinefs  of  government  will  move  under  a  prefTure,  which 
will  baffle  all  his  (kill  to  remove.  Thofe  perfons  who  are  jealous 
of  his  adminiftration,  aftd  yet  exped  him  to  retain  all  the  former 
officers,  are  as  unreafonable  as  the  Egyptians,  in  forcing  the  Jews 
to  make  brick  without  ftraw.  He  muft  have  republican  mate- 
rials, if  he  is  to  eflFedl  republican  purpofes  ; — in  an  army,  a  general 
mull  have  officers  on  whofe  friendihip  he  can  rely,  to  fucceed  in 
any  expedition. 

Who  are  the  particular  individuals  In  officcy  or  who  are  out,  are 
but  fmall  queftions  among  the  people.  If  honeft,  uniform  re- 
publicans are  appointed,  and  the  government  is  adminiftered  on 
conftitutional  principles — if  economy  is  pradifed  in  tlie  expendi- 
ture of  public  money — if  the  liberties  of  the  country  are  maintain- 
ed— if  our  property  is  fecure,  our  perfons  protedled,  and  peace 
and  harmony  prevail,  "  We,  the  People"  are  perfe(5lly  willing 
that  Mr.  JefFerfon  fhould  exercife  his  conftitutional  right,  in  put- 
ting down  one  who  might  oppofe  thefc  falutary  purpofes,  and 
letting  up  another  who  might  promote  them. 

We  have  no  partiality  for  men,  otherwife  than  as  firm  friends 
to  their  country  ; — we  do  conceive,  however,  that  thofe  who 
are  partially  attached  to  Britain,  and  in  all  inftances  endeavour 
to  open  a  breach  between  France  and  America,  are  the  grcateft 
enemies  to  tlie  happinefs  and  profperity  of  this  country  ;  fucli  men 
ought  to  be  avoided,  and  never  fufFered  to  partake  of  tlie  official 
emoluments  of  government. 

Why  ftiould  a  removal  from  office  be  confidercd  an  "  intolerant 
fpirit"  ?  Rotation  is  rather  a  republican  principle — no  man  has 
fuch  a  claim  on  government  as  to  demand  a  conftant  fupport  from 
it.  If  the  officers  under  the  former  adminiftration  have  for  many 
years  experienced  the  emoluments  of  their  appointments,  why  are 
they  diflatisfied  that  fome  others  fhould  have  equal  advantages  ? 
The  pecuniary  benefits  of  the  government  ought  to  be  difFufive, 
and  no  family  or  particular  individuals  have  realbn  to  find  fault, 
if  fome  other  citizens  are  provided  for,  equally  as  deferving  as 
ihemfelvcs.    The  "  int«lerant  fpirit"  arifes,  not  from  the  condttA" 
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of  Mr.  Jeffei-ibn,  but  from  his  opponents.  As  fuprerae  executive, 
the  conftitution  gives  him  a  right  to  confer  offices  of  truft  and 
profit,  and  while  exerciiing  this  prerogative,  is  it  not  unreafonable 
that  thofe  who  have  heretofore  enjoyed  them,  fhould  munnur  anc! 
cahamniate  him  for  diftributing  his  favours  ? 

His  conftitutional  right  cannot  be  difputed,  and  certainly  bia 
appointments  ought  to  be  appropriate  to  the  fyftem  which  he  con-  \ 
templates.       If  he  means  to  purfue  a  line  of  economy,  he  wouMJ 
be  very  unwife  to  keep  thofe  in  office,  whom  he  has  reafon  ta] 
think  have  been  lavifh  of  the  public  money  in  their  refpedive  de- 
partments.    If  he  means  to  profecute  meafures  on  the  pure  prin- 
ciples of  republicanifm,  he  muft  be.juftified  in  placing  fuch  men 
in  government,  as  have  given  the  higheft  proofs  of  their  attach- 
ment to  it.      If  he  has  reafon  to  think  that  many  have  not  aftdd 
ftriftly  conformable  to  thofe  principles,  common  prudence  wtllj 
tiidtate  the  neceffity  of  a  change.     The  queftion  is,  can  a  repub- 
lican fVftem  be  carried  on  with  alacrity,  while  many  of  the  officers 
of  government  have  a  ftrong  predilection  for  an  arillocracy  ?    Cail*^ 
the  government  be  kept  in  a  flate  of  quietude,  while  a  great  pro-- 
portion  of  the  officers  are  in  heart  oppofed  to  the   man,  under 
whom  the  executive  part  of  the  adminiftration  is  conduced  ? 

Thefe  perfons  are  often  quoting  thofe  words  of  Mr.  Jefferforfs 
fpeech,  "  We  are  all  jederatijls^  nue  are  all  republicans,^*  and  draw  a 
conclufion  in  their  own  favour,  that,  as  fuch  they  ought  to  continue  in 
office.  However,  if  we  are  all  federalills  and  republicans,  let  us 
pra61ife  on  the  acknowledged  principle  of  republicanifm,  viz.  rotO' 
tion  ;  but  thefe  men  claim  an  exclufive  right  to  the  title  and  fay, 
none  are  ftderalijls  but  we  and  our  party  ;  and  they  claim  "  all  the 
religion,  all  the  morality,"  all  the  patrioti/m,  and  of  courfe  ought  to 
hold  all  the  lucrative  offices  in  government  ;  nobody  can  be  trufted 
but  they  and  their  friends,  and  all  the  citizens  who  advocated  Mr. 
Jeffisrfon,  ought  to  be  reprobated  by  him.  If  we  are  "  all  federal- 
ills,  all  republicans,"  why  Ihould  not  Mr.  Jefferfon's  friends  be 
rewarded  by  fome  appointments,  as  well  as  Mr.  Adams's  adhe- 
rents ?  They  feem  to  think  that  the  government  was  made  for 
them,  and  unlefs  they  have  an  exclufive  right,  they  are  jiflifed  in 
calumniating  the  conftituted  authorities,  and  even  convulfing  fo- 
ciety.    They  are  the  political  horfe-leaches,  crying,  give,  give. 


ko.  XXXVIII.  On  Intolerance.  153 


No.    XXXVIII. 

ON    THE    FALLACY  OF   CHARGING  THE    REPUBLICANS 
WITH    INTOLERANCE. 

L  HOSE  of  the  faaion  who  complain  of  an  "  intolerant  fpirit" 
on  die  pait  of  Prcfidcnt  Jefferfon,  if  they  are  ferious  in  their  laaa-r 
entations,  mull  be  very  deficient  in  the  intelled  of  memory.  If  w« 
deliberately  rcfleft  on  their  conJua,  during  the  laft  adminiftration, 
it  mult  bring  to  remembrance  a  long  train  of  circumftances,  which 
are  diltrcffing  at  this  period  even  to  contemplate.  Never  could 
it  have  been  thought  poffible,  that  any  party  fhould  obtain  fuch 
an  afccndancy  in  this  cduntry,  as  to  intimidate  tlie  free  citizens  of 
America  from  fpeaking  their  minds  on  public  meafores,  or  acquire 
fuch  a  preponderancy  as  to  imprefs  them  wiiiijlar  while  cxercifmg 
tlicir  conftitutional  fuffrages  ;  but, this  cruel  deprivation  of  rights 
have  been  experienced  under  a  fyftem  of  terror,  which  nearly 
pervaded  not  only  every  di(lri<5t,  but  almoft  every  family  through- 
out the  United  States  ;  the  operation  in  many  infiances  has  been 
fo  effeftual,  that  eledtions  have  been  decided  under  the  dreade4 
apprehenfions  of  this  vindidivc  influence.  Threats  and  menaces 
have  been  tlie  irrefiftible  arguments,  and  votes  have  often  been 
obtained  by  the  arbitrary  interference  of  men,  whole  hardened 
hearts  exulted  at  the  profpeft  of  infli*5ting  penury  on  thofe  who 
dared  to  counterad  their  defignp.  This  mode  of  condut^  was 
ftriking  at  the  foundation  of  a  republican  government,  as  the 
balls  of  its  conftruiftion  is  immediately  connedcd  witli  tlie  free 
and  unbiafled  principles  of  each  individual  in  Ibcitty.  Private  opitt' 
ion  in  the  aggregate  mull  form  the  public  fentiment,  for  while  ev- 
ery citizen  has  a  right  to  judge  on  the  conduft  of  pubhc  officers,  aod 
to  vote  in  moll  cafes  in  their  cledion,  the  ultimate  dccilion  depends 
on  die  majority  of  eledlors  adling  in  their  individual  capacity. 
This  freedom  of  inveftigation  and  atftion  are  the  privileges  guaran- 
teed by  the  conftitution,  and  no  man  ought  to  be  intimidated 
from  the  full  exercile  of  thefe  rights,  or  denounced  as  an  enemy  to 
his  country,  while  difcharging  in  a  legal  manner  (with  the  ipiiit  of 

tandour  zxid  moderation)  this  important  duty. 
U 
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The  republicans  are  willing  to  take  this  broad  ground  as  it 
relates  to  Mr.  Jefferfon  ;  they  do  not  wifh  to  check  the  mofl 
fubtle  animadverfions  on  his  meafures  ;  his  enemies  have  an  un- 
controled  right  to  ofFer  their  remarkis  on  all  his  proceedings.  If 
they  pleafe,  they  may  cenfure  his  plans,  or  propofe  others  ;  but^ 
if  this  freedom  is  allowed  them,  and,  if  in  fadl  they  improve  it  to 
the  utmoft  latitude,  let  them  only  be  fo  candid,  as  not  to  charge 
the  republicans  with  exercifmg  an  unrelenting  fpirit  of  peifecution 
towards  them. 

It  is  truly  laughable  to  fee  in  the  jacobin  papers,  fuch  as  the* 
Certtinelf  Palladium,  Commercial  Gazette,  Part  Folio,  Sec.  the  moft 
intolerable  abufe  on  the  Prefident,  and  all  the  conftituted  au- 
tliorities  ;  and  yet,  while  the)''  are  permitted  to  continue  their 
billingfgate  without  any  check  by  profecutions,  or  perfonal  infult, 
are  crying  in  the  moft  lamentable  ftrains  againft  the  intolerant  anct 
perfecuting  fpirit  of  republicans.  I  v/ould  aik  thefe  flanderers, 
in  what  inflance  this  vindictive  ipirit  has  prevailed  ?  Are  any  ofi 
their  friends  imprifoned  for  their  libels  ?  Or  are  any  under  the 
lafli  of  the  fedition  law  ?  Why  do  they  complain  of  perfecutlon^ 
when  they  are  fuffered  to  vent  the  utmoft  malignancy  of  their  fpleen, 
arrogance,  and  refentment  ?  Do  they  not  purfue  their  courfes 
of  defamation  as  rapidly  as  the  prefles  can  difgorge  them,  or  the 
feveral  pofts  can  circulate  them  ?  Every  day  in  the  week  they 
are  handed  to  the  public — almoft  every  houfe  is  fupplied  with, 
tliem — colleges,  academies,  and  fchools  are  liberally  fumifhed 
with  **  line  upon  line,  and  precept  upon  precept,"  here  a  little  and 
there  a  good  deal.  What  then,  in  the  name  of  common  fenfe  would 
thefe  infuriated  jacobins  want  ?  Nobody  molefts  them,  they  fpeak 
as  they  pleafe,  write  as  they  pleafe,  and  publifh  what  they  pleafe, 
and  yet  they  are  fo  unreafonable  as  to  complain  of  a  rigid- fpirit  oil 
perfecution. 

If  thefe  high-toned  jacobins  will  fay  what  will  be  fatlsfadory  td-  | 
them,  if  it  is  not  too  unreafonable,  poffibly  they  may  be  indulged 
in  their  requeft.  But  the  fadt  is,  they  want  Mr.  Jefferfon  to  iffue 
a  proclamation,  declaring  that  his  enemies  poiTefs  all  the  religion, 
all  the  morality,  all  the  virtue,  all  the  property,  all  the  patriotijm,  all  the 
nvifdom  and  all  the  honejly  in  the  country — and  that  his  friends  are 
a  body  of  mifcreants,  deftitute  of  religion,  morality,  honefty,  &c. 
smd  oi  fuchf  were  unworthy  of  his  confidence.     Nay,  they  wifh  him 


No.  XXXVIIl.  On  Intolerance,  155 

to  go  further,  and  denounce  every  man  vho  vmcd  for  him  or  fpcle 
in  his  favour,  as  a  diiorganizer,  dcift,  and  robber.  1  would  afk 
thefe  modef}  gentlemen,  whether  this  declaration  would  fatiify  them  i 
Whether  tliis  humble  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  Mr.  J;;fFer» 
fon  would  remove  their  complaints  againft  him  ?  Would  tliey 
ceafe  abufmg  him,  if  he  Ihould  give  it  under  his  hand  ^ndfeal,  that 
every  office  in  government  {kould  be  filled  by  iiis  mod  inveterate 
opponents  ?  That  they  fliould  have  the  exclufxve  patronage  of 
government,  and  ftill  have  it  in  their  power  to  treat  svitli  the 
grofleft  indignity  every  man  who  was  friendly  to  his  elpdion  ? 

As  the  controverfy  now  Hands,  I  do  not  ibe  that  any  thing 
Ihort  of  fuch  a  manifctto  will  fuit  them.  For  they  are  permitted  to 
ipeak  in  the  public  papers  a  language  fomewhat  fimilar  to  tliis— - 
tliey  conftantly  vilify  die  Prelident,  and  call  bis  adliercnts  plund- 
<rers  and  villains — they  are  fuffcred  without  moleilation  to  ufe 
epithets  the  raoft  degrading  ;  notwltliftanding  which,  they  keep 
up  a  conftant  cry  about  die  intolerant  fpirit  of  the  republicans. 
Permit  me,  modefl  gentlemen,  again  to  alk,  who  among  you  is  perfe- 
cuted  ?  In  general  you  flrut  about  the  ftrects  with  your  ufual 
hauteur,  diough  in  fome  paruculars  a  litde  more  caudous  in  your 
Perfonal  infult ;  none  of  you  are  under  bonds  to  appear  at  die 
DIftrid  Courts  to  anfwer  for  libels.  Your  funds  have  rifea 
rapidly  fmce  the  ele<ftion  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  every  thing  appears 
perfedly  fecure  within  the  alcoves  of  the  federal  infurance  offices. 
The  refpetlable  corps  of  negociators  are  as  bufy  in  their  fpeculations 
as  ufual,  and  each  of  them  fits  within  his  \\x.\Xcfniig  department  in 
State-Street,  like  Patience  on  a  monument,  having  none  to  maJce 
him  afraid.  Where  then,  modeft  gentlemen,  is  the  danger  I 
Wherein  are  you  injured  ?  Be  calm,  be  compofed,  there  is  no 
danger  but  what  arifcs  within  your  own  diftempered  pericranium. 

For  die  fake  of  argument,  let  dicfe  perfons  be  placed  in  the 
fituation  which  was  experienced  by  the  republicans,  about  three 
years  back.  If  the  fame  fpirit  had  now  prevailed  againfl  them,  as 
was  exercifed  by  them,  during  thofe  periods,  they  would  be  julliHcd 
in  rcprobadng  the  fpirit  of  perfecution.  Suppofe  the  republicans 
had  adopted  a  black  infignia  under  die  appellation  of  a  Col  kadi  s 
threatened  to  fend  every  one  who  refufed  to  wear  it  within  the 
lines  of  the  enemy  ;  pointed  the  "  finger  of  fcorn"  at  thofe  who 
had  refoludoa  enough  to  vvidiUand  dieir  threats  and  iafolcuce  i 
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and  had  employed  a  number  of  bullying  editors  to  traduce  the 
characters  of  fuch  as  would  not  fubmit  to  the  impofition  :  Suppofe 
further,  that  the  republicans  had  employed  a  number  of  hireling 
prlefts  to  anathematize  in  the  pulpit,  while  they  were  defaming  iij 
the  papers — to  propagate  falfehoods  on  Faft  and  Thankfgiving 
days,  under  the  deceptive  mafk  of  fermons  and  pious  difcourfes : 
Admit  further,  that  the  judges  were  fulminating  their  common 
law  againft  the  Centinel,  Palladium,  &c.  as  tliey  formerly  did 
againft  the  Chronicle,  Aurora,  Src. — that  the  editors  were  imprif- 
oned  and  fined  for  their  attempts  to  bring  the  "  Prefident  into  con- 
tempt" :  Suppofe  that  a  member  of  the  legiflature  fliould  have 
the  impudence  to  anticipate  a  decifion  of  that  body,  by  declaring 
his  opponents  "  a  contemptible  minority"  :  Admit  further,  that  the 
republicans  forced  themfelves  into  all  focial  circles,  and  eredted 
the  ftandard  of  perfecution  even  amidft  inftitutions,  eftabliftied  on 
the  broad  bafis  of  benevolence  and  "  relief  in  (l'r/lrefs"—th.zt  the 
wicked  fpirit  of  intolerance  fhould  poifon  the  dreams  of  friendftiip 
and  mutual  fafety — ^that  fycophants  fhould  become  fo  bafe  and 
deftitute  of  principle,  as  to  difturb  in  fuch  meetings  that  order  and' 
fraternity  which  ever  charafterifed  the  citizens  of  Bofton.  The 
ignominy  of  fuch  conduft  muft  be  forever  reprobated,  while  ■ 
honour  and  urbanity  are  efteemed  efTential  requifites  to  defignate 
the  reputation  of  gentlemen. 

A  review  of  paft  times  is  requifite,  in  order  to  exhibit  a  por- 
trait which  muft  ficken  thofe  who  gave  the  finifhing  ftrokes  to  tlie 
pifture.  Federalifm  was  diftorted,  and  difplayed  the  features  of 
a  monfter  ;  inftead  of  the  pleafmg  deportment  of  good  fellowfiiip 
and  brotherly  afFeftion,  it  more  nearly  afTumed  the  hoftile  attitude 
of  an  aflaflin,  and  its  terrific  menaces  were  the  powerful  weapon 
which  profelyted  its  votaries.  The  moft  abandoned  of  our  citizens 
bafked  in  fome  inftances  under  the  patronage  of  its  title,  and 
fcreened  themfelves  while  praftifing  their  villany  under  the  fpe- 
cious  garb  of  federalifm.  Tlie  honeft  man  often  fufFered  by  the 
appellation  of  jacobinifm,  and  the  rogue  as  often  matured  his 
projeds  by  the  impofing  term  oi  federalifm. — Thank  God,  the 
public  mind  is  now  at  reft,  and  principle,  and  not  terror  is  tins 
order  of  the  day. 


No.  XXXIX.  To  OU-BricL  157 


No.  XXXIX. 

TO   "  OLD-BRICK," 

X  HE  high  eftimatlon  in  which  I  hold  the  religions  fociety  under 
the  appellation  of  the  *^OU-Brick"  led  me  to  perufe  your  addrefs 
in  die  Commercial  Gazette  with  peculiar  attention.  The  venerable 
and  refpe<5table  charaiSers  which  have  officiated  in  that  ccclefiafti- 
cal  department,  naturally  excited  an  idea,  that  whoever  afliimcd 
this  fignature  would  claim  a  particular  refpctfl:,  not  only  from  the 
force  of  his  arguments,  but  the  decency  witli  which  they  were 
communicated.  The  names  of  a  Chauncy  and  a  Clark  will  be 
ever  efteemed,  while  energy  of  reafening  and  purity  of  compofi- 
tion  are  confidered  as  prominent  characleriftics  to  defignate  the 
fcholar  and  gentleman. 

But,  fir,  how  great  was  my  difappointment  in  finding  you  fo 
deficient  in  every  point  which  could  imprefs  tliat  veneration  which 
I  anticipated  in  your  addrefs.  Inftead  of  that  perfe<5tIon  of  erudi- 
tion and  propriety  of  expreffion,  which  ever  gave  the  "  Firft 
Church**  the  jlrjl  reputation  in  tlie  literary  world,  the  moft  fordid 
vulgarity  and  the  moft  fuperficlal  reafoning  dlfgrace  the  publica- 
tion. As  a  friend  to  that  religious  fociety,  I  feel  mortified  in  ob- 
ferving  fuch  billingfgate  language  attached  to  fo  refpedlable  a  fig- 
nature.  Since  the  corner-finne  of  that  ancient  building  was  laid, 
it  is  the  firft  time  that  the  Old-Br'uk  was  difgraced  with  calumny 
ibftead  of  argument,  or  fcurrility  inftead  of  decency. 

As  a  proof  of  my  obfervations,  I  will  quote  a  few  of  your  re- 
marks, and,  if  you  are  not  deftitute  of  fenfibility,  the  fiagrancy  of 
your  infult  on  the  Prefident  will  be  fufiicient  to  excite  in  your 
mind  an  abhorrence  of  your  late  publication.  You  fay — "  I  wifh 
to  cover  tlie  defe<5ls  of  tlie  prefcnt^  under  the  merits  of  the  laji^  ad- 
m'ln'iflration  ;  but  this  -(you  add)  is  impofliblc  ;  for  we  might  as 
well  endeavour  to  aflimilatcWalhington  with  Robefpierre,  as  Adams 
with  JeiFerfon."  Now,  Sir,  paufe  a  moment  on  the  inference  na- 
turally dra^vn  by  this  ungenerous  remark  on  Mr.  JefTcrfbn — ^\'ou 
place  him  in  a  charafter  analogous  to  Robefpierre  ;  the  burden  of 
proof  therefore  lies  on  you,  to  produce  any  fimilitude  between  the 
two  characters.     The  cruelty  and  inhumanity  of  one  has  become 
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proverbial  ;  but  in  what  inllance  has  Mr.  JefFerfon  fliewn  a  dlfpo- 
fition  in  any  refpeft  fo  fanguinary  and  vindi<5live  ?  Has  he  dif- 
played  a  temper  in  any  degree  Imiilar  to  Robefpierre  ?  Has  he 
erefted  a  guillotine,  or  purfued  his  enemies  with  that  unrelenting 
Jpirit  which  marked  the  footfteps  of  this  tyrant  ?  Even  if  we  quit 
the  deteftcible  characier  of  Robelpierre,  and  compare  Mr.  JefFerfon 
with  Mr.  Adams,  the  magnanimity  of  his  condudl  is  not  depre- 
ciated. Has  he,  amidft  the  torrent  of  abufe  heaped  upon  him  in 
the  papers,  ordered  any  profecutions  againfl;  the  authors,  or  are 
any  of  the  editors  prefented  in  tlie  federal  courts  to  an(wer  for 
their  defamation  ?  Even  you,  Sjr,  feel  a  fecurity  in  the  lenity  of 
his  adminiftration  ; — for,  let  me  afk  you,  whether  you  would 
have  dared  to  write  in  the  I'ame  (train  againft  Mr.  Adams,  as  you 
have  done  againfl  Mr.  Jefferfon  ?  Would  you  have  had  the  im- 
pudence and  afTurance  to  afl'ert,  as  you  now  do,  "  that  Mr.  JefFer- 
fon, after  a  few  years  trial,  like  fome  hrpure  meial,  v/ill  melt  away, 
and  nothing  but  the  drols  remain"  ? 

Is  this.  Sir,  a  language  which  you  ought  to  ufe  towards  the 
Supreme  Executive  of  tlae  United  States  ?  Have  you  a  right  to 
arraign  his  adminiflration,  and  denounce  him  at  tlais  early  period 
pf  his  political  exiflence  ?  Will  the  removal  of  a  few  officers  juflify 
fuch  a  fevere  condemnation  of  his  future  condud  ?  Have  you  the 
effrontery  to  place  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  this  country 
on  the  patronage  beflowed  on  a  feledl  body  of  men,  who  have 
hitherto  been  employed  in  the  lucrative  functions  of  the  govern- 
ment ?  Or  will  you  prefumc  to  declare,  that  Mr.  Jefferfon  will 
*'  melt  away  and  become  as  drofs"  !  becaufe  l\e  has  excrcifed  his 
prerogative  jn  giving  the  principle  of  rotation  its  proper  opera- 
tion ?  Pray,  Sir,  examine  the  charaders  who  now  hold  offices, 
and  let  me  afk  you,  whether  tlicy  are  not  men  equally  entitled  to 
prefidential  patronage,  as  thofe  who  have  heretofore  enjoyed  it  ? 
From  poverty,  have  not  many  of  them  rifcn  to  affluence  ?  Why 
then.  Sir,  let  me  afk  you,  fhould  other  citizens  be  excluded  from 
equal  benefits  ? 

If,  Sir,  you  had  written  fuch  a  pointed  libel  on  Mr.  Adams,  as 
you  have  againfl  Mr.  Jefferfon,  you  would  have  been  arraigned  bcr 
fore  the  judiciary  tribunal,  and  nothing  fhort  of  your  ears  would 
have  atoned  for  tlic  criminality  of  your  allegations.  In  fhort,  per- 
mit me  to  tell  you,  OlJ-Brid,  the  publications  of  fuch  iufuriatcd 
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jaitlins  as  yourfelf  are  full  proofs  of  the  mlldncfs  of  Mr.  JeflFer- 
fon's  adminiftratlon  ;  and,  with  confidence  I  will  further  fay,  that 
you  are  fo  completely  deftitute  of  common  civility,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fo  fraught  with  ignorance,  that  you  take  an  advantage  of  hi« 
lenity  in  propagating  your  diforganizing  principles.  Your  party 
are  not  capable  of  diftinguifhing  between  the  mildnefs  of  the  pref- 
ent,  and  the  fevcrity  of  the  laft,  adminiilration.  If  Mr.  Jcfferfoft 
fhould  purfue  them  in  the  fame  ma^nner  as  was  formerly  pra«5tilcd, 
their  pei-fonal  cowardice  would  be  a  fufficient  "  gag-a^"  to  check 
their  infolence.  Their  caufe  is  fo  infamous,  that  they  would  not 
have  refolution  enough  openly  to  avow  their  fentiments  before  a 
judiciary  tribunal,  thougli  they  may  under  the  prefent  fyfum  of 
moderation  have  temerity  fufficient  to  declare  the  wickednefs  of  their 
intentions.  It  is  a  happy  circumftancc,  that  the  fedition  law  is  re- 
pealed, as  wc  can  now  judge  how  far  their  evil  defigtis  extend,  and 
to  what  lengths  they  contemplated  their  meafures,  to  overturn  the 
republican  principles  of  our  country.' 

However,  Sir,  I  will  if  poflible  endeavour  to  bring  your  re- 
marks into  fome  argumentative  order,  (though  they  are  fo  de- 
ranged it  is  difficult  to  place  thetn  in  any  accurate  form.)  Yoil 
fay,  that  "  reafonable  men  did  fuppofe  from  Mr.  JefTerfon's  fpeech, 
that  he  would  purfue  a  fyftcm  friendly  to  tlie  good  of  tlie  commu- 
nity, but  we  find  the  reverfe  has  been  the  cafe,  and  from  all  prefent 
appearances,  is  likely  to  be  fo."  Now,  Sir,  I  would  afk  you, 
wherein  he  has  purfued  a  fyftem  unfriendly  to  the  community  ?  It 
is  true  he  has  difplaced  fome  men,  and  put  others  in  their  room. 
If  this  is  the  cafe,  it  does  not  follow,  that  the  former  were  the 
inofl;  worthy,  and  the  latter  the  moft  unworthy.  If  you  aflert, 
that  "  his  fyftem  is  unfriendly  to  the  community,"  it  lies  with  you 
to  prove  It.  Bring  forward  your  charaflers,  and  let  us  try  them 
by  the  touchftonc  of  reftitude  and  ability.  Is  difplacing  the  naval 
agent  in  Bofton  unfriendly  to  the  community  ?  Is  reftoring 
Melfrs.  Whipple  and  Gardner  attended  with  difagreeable  confe- 
qucnces  ?  Is  fupcrceding  the  diftri<ft  attorney  a  matter  of  public 
lamentation,  as  it  refpeds  integrity  or  talents  ?  Is  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  Mcflrs.  Madifon,  Lincoln,  Dearbome,  and  Gallatin,  at  the 
head  of  their  refpedlive  departments,  unfriendly  to  the  community  ? 
Is  forwarding  the  treaty  to  France,  in  the  moft  expeditkus  and  dlg- 
fufied  manner,  injurious  to  the  commercial  intereft  of  the  United 
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States  ?  Is  the  fyftem  of  economy,  propofed  by  him,  dcftrudivtf 
to  tlie  general  happinefs  ?  Or  will  the  faving  of  twenty  thoufancf 
dollars  annually,  by  abolifliing  the  office  of  infpci5tors,  "  fpecdily 
fink  us  into  the  gulph  of  anarchy"  ?  If  he  has  done  any  thing 
worthy  of  cenfure,  point  it  out  in  fpeclfic  terms,  and  do  not,  as  a 
*  friend  to  order,'  lligmatize  his  conduct  by  general  charges,  with- 
out one  evidence  to  fupport  tliem. 

I  am  aware  that  you  will  anfwer,  that  Mr.  Gallatin's  appoint- 
ment was  injurious  to  the  community.     But,   Sir,    don't  be  too 
hafty  in  this  particular  ;  you  are  not  yet  competent  to  judge  on  thi^i 
queftion.     Time  will  diicover  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Jefferfon's  con4 
duft,  in  tliis  inftancG  ;    wait  at  leaft  till  the  meeting  of  Congrefs^j 
and  I  believe  that  his  communications  on  the  fubjed  of  revenue^i 
will  convince   "  The  People"  of  the  wifdom  of  the  executive,  ia| 
I'eleCcing  that  gentleman  for  this  department.       The  appointmen 
of  Mr.  Biiliop,  you  may  fay,  is  injurious  to  the  community ;  but 
I  am  well  informed,  that  the  office  of  Collector   in  the  port  oJ 
New-Haven,  has  never  been  more  regularly  and  honeftly  condu(S-i< 
ed  than  fm'ce  his  officiality.  ^ , 

Now,  fir,  as  you  have  prefumed  to  come  foi-ward  and  chargM 
Mr.  Jefferfon  "  as  purfuing  si  fyftem  injurious  to  the  community ,'*| 
I  challenge  you  to  produce  your  fpecific  charges.     It  is  needlefs  torS 
alarm  the  public  with  vague  declarations.     If  you  have  any  thing, 
to  allege,  place  yourfelf  in  the  pofition  of  an  honejl  man,  and  giv&j 
tlie  citizens  tlae  charges  of  crimination  in  detail.     In  this  cafe,  \\ 
am  willing  to  meet  you  ;    but  while  you  deal  in  fcurrility  anc 
defamation,  notwithftanding  you  take  th€  refpedable  fignature 
*'  Old-Brick,"  yet.   Sir,  as  I  refped  truth  rather  than  names,  youT'^ 
lucubrations  (while  they  bear  their  prefent  afperity)  will  be  eves 
eftimated  by  me  as  the  malignant  effufions  of  a  difappointed,  morj 
tified,  diforganizing  partizan.     Your  fuggeftions  are  unfounde4|;'! 
your  charges  tvcq  falfe,  and  nothing  but  the  mildncfs  of  the  mam 
whom  you  calun^niate,  gives  you  confidence  to  purfue  your  fcur* 
rility  and   invedive.     If  you  have  any  modefty  erafe  your  fig- 
nature,  and  no  longer  difgrace  the  Old-Brick  with  your  uncandii 
smd  indecent  publications. 
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No.  XL. 

ON    THE    CARRYING    TRADE. 
**  '77/  from  experience  that  we  reafon    hejiP 

-ljLS  the  great  commercial  privilege  of  the  carrying  trade  fa 
ridiculed,  and  almoll  reprobated  by  our  modern  federalijlsy  it  is  pro- 
per while  contemplating  this  fubjeft,  that  we  produce  fuch  evi- 
dence as  will  fubftantiate  the  fentiments  of  the  repuhlicam^  hi  oppo- 
fition  to  a  do<ftrine  fo  deftru<5live  to  the  intereft  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  a  happy  circumftance,  while  confidcring  this  impor- 
tant queftion,  that  we  can  appeal  to  thofe  who  formerly  came  for- 
ward in  fupport  of  our  commercial  rights  ;  and  though  a  few  may 
hare  apoftatized  from  their  avowed  principles,  yet  it  is  hoped  that 
a  majority  of  the  citizens  retain  their  old  opinions,  unbiafled  either 
by  the  fmiles  or  frowns  of  their  opponents.  Freemen  examine  the 
propriety  of  tij'tngsy  and  fconi  to  be  influenced  by  the  low,  contemp- 
tible paflzon  oi private  intereft. 

Being  in  poflelllon  of  documents  which  cannot  be  controrertcd» 
I  ftiall  purfue  a  courfe  of  inquiry,  founded  on  the  fentiments  of  thofe 
individuals  who  took  a  lead  in  our  commercial  controverty  with 
England,  in  the  year  1785.  If  I  am  oppofed  by  tlie  modem 
federalifts,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  gentlemen  who  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing Circular  Letter,  to  vindicate  my  obfervations,  if  they  arc  de- 
firous  to  iubftantiate  a  reputation  for  political  confiftency  and 
integrity.  I'heir  letter  conveys  a  ftrong  idea  of  the  importance 
of  the  CARRYING  TRADE  ;  it  portrays  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
Britilh  refidents,  and  cxprefles,  in  the  moft  forcible  language,  an 
abhorrence  of  thofe  reftri(flions  which  expofed  the  commerce  of 
America  to  the  imcontioled  impoGtions  d  the  Biitifti  nation. 
While  examining  this  fubjcft,  I  fhall  pay  due  rcfpeA  to  the  chai- 
adler  of  each  individual ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  -aspriniipJe  is  my 
objctft,  I  ftiall  clofc  with  Guh.  obfervations  as  will  oblige  feme  of 
them  to  acknowledge,  citfll  that  they  were  wrong  in  17851  or 
that  I  am  right  in  1801. 
W 
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Tliis  fubjeft  is  important  as  it  relates  to  the  young  Amertcarr 
Kierc/janl,  tradefmarii  anJ  nanujailurery  and  as  their  interefl  is  io 
immediately  concerned  in  the  queftion,  I  muft  requeft  their  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  numbers  which  may  be  appropriated  to  its 
confideration. 

As  introduftory  to  my  remarks,  I  fhall  infert  the  following 
Letter,  written  to  the  feveral  ftates  in  the  year  1785,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  a  few  Britiih  merchants  in  the  town  of  Boflon.  The  a^ 
larm  excited  at  that  period  among  the  American  merchants,  will 
convince  X^t.  young  men  that  the  monopoly  of  our  trade  was  con- 
fidered  as  the  inevitable  confequence  of  permitting  Britifli  refidents 
to  enjoy  equal  advantages  with  our  own  citizens.  The  agitation 
which  prevailed  at  that  time  on  the  reftridions  of  our  commerce, 
will  fully  fliew  how  far  the  carrying  trade  was  contemplated  as 
XliQ  palladium  of  our  commerce,  agriculture  and  manufactures. 


ICIRCULAR.-] 

"Boston,  April  22d,  1785. 
*'  Gentlemen, 

"  WE  being  appointed  by  the  merchants,  traders  and  othersy 
citizens  of  this  town,  to  write  to  the  merchants  of  the  feveral  fea- 
ports  throughout  the  United  States,  on  the  alarming  fituation  of 
our  commercial  intercourle  with  Great-Britain,  do,  in  tlieir  names 
addrefs  you.  on  the  fubjed  ;  which,  we  doubt  not,  you  will  think 
with  us,  requires  mature  deliberation,  as  virell  as  the  vioji fpirited znd 
vigorous  exertions  to  be  properly  arranged. 

"  Happy  fliould  we  be,  if  we  could  devife  fome  plaji  which 
would  effedlually  produce,  and  laftingly  cement,  that  imion  of  fen- 
timent,  on  which  fo  effectually  depend  the  advantage  and  flabilit)- 
of  the  commerce  of  this  country  :  we  do  not,  however,  prefume  to 
dtdate  what  is  bed  to  be  done  in  this  critical  fituation  of  our 
affairs  ;  but  conceive  it  highly  neceffary  to  have  a  free  communi- 
cation of  the  fentiments  of  tlie  mercantile  interefl ;  as  on  meafures 
which  may  be  adopted  in  confequence  of  this  correfpondence, 
fome  permanent  and  beneficial  purpofes  may  be  effcfted. 

"  The  CARRYING  TRADE,  j|  important  to  this  country, 
is  alfo  effentially  affeded  ;  and  Great-Britain  is  endeavouring,  by 
every  means  in  her  power,  to  annihilate  it — by  prohibiting  the 
entry  of  our  fhips  in  her  Weil-India  colonies— difcouraging,  and 
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■(hy  rumours  winch  aie  generally  exaggerated)  preventing  her 
■own  maniifaftures,  intended  for  our  confumption,  from  being 
flipped  in  American  bottoms,  unlefs  burthened  with  an  extra 
charge — by  employing  her  veflels — by  depriving  our  fliips  of  the 
privilege  of  carrying  the  prcxluce  of  our  own  country  to  Quebec, 
NewfoundlaT>d,  &c. — and,  by  rcftTifting  the  fale  of  them  in  any 
part  of  the  .Britilh  domains,  confifcating  the  property  in  fome  iiu 
ftanccs,  and  fubjefting  it  to  duties  equal  to  a  prohibition  in  others  % 
while  the  fubjeds  of  that  aation  arc  permkt-ed  to  fend  their  veflels 
to  any  part  of  the  continent  for  bread,  flour,  tobacco,  rice,  &c. 
— and  to  fhip  them  from  moft'of  the  dates,  upon  the  fame  terms 
with  our  mvn  citizens,  and  from  others,  with  but  a  trifling  dif- 
crimination.  A  trade,  the  balance  of  which  is  fo  cfFentiaUy 
againil  us,  muft,  if  not  fpecdily  checked,  inevitably  ruin  us. 

"  Feelingly  imprcficd,  therefore,  with  the  necejity  of  an  imme- 
diate attention  to  a  fiibjeA,  fo  important  to  the  people  of  America, 
the  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  citizens  of  this  town,  have  held  a 
GENERAL  MEETING,  to  confult  upon  meafurcs  neceflary  to  be 
adopted  on  this  occafion  ;  the  inclofed  refolutions  will  acquaint 
you  with  tlie  refult  of  their  deliberations  ;  fome  of  the  expedients 
there  ufed  are  meant  only  as  temporary  remedies,  and  intended 
folely  to  retard  the  ruin  ivhich  threatens  us,  until  a  general  fyftera 
of  relief  can  be  adopted. 

*'  Perfuaded,  however,  that  the  exerfions  of  individual  cities, 
or  even  ftates,  without  the  fupport  of  the  whole  confederacy,  will 
be  inefficacious,  or  at  mod  can  operate  only  as  a  partial  relief, 
and  that  nothing  ftiort  of  veiling  Congrefs  with  full  powers  to 
regulate  the  internal,  as  well  .as  external  commerce  of  all  the 
States,  can  reach  tiie  mifchiefs  we  complain  of,  we  would,  agree- 
ably to  the  diredions  of  the  inclofed  proceedings,  eameftly  recom- 
mend to  you  an  immediate  application  to  the  Legiflature  of  your 
State  to  veft  fuch  powers  in  Congrefs  (if  they  have  not  already 
done  it)  as  fliall  be  competent  to  the  great  and  interefting  pur- 
pofe  oi  placing  the  commerce  of  tie  United  States  upon  the  footing  of  per- 
feil  equality  with  every  other  nation  ;  and  to  requcft  you  alfo  to  peti- 
tion Congrefs  (when  they  fhall  be  thus  clothed  with  authority) 
to  make  fuch  internal  regulations  as  fh;dl  have  that  happy  effeift, 
encourage  an  attention  to  our  manufadurcs,  and  remove  the 
cmbarraifinents  under  which  our  tiade  at  prcfent  labours. 
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"  Were  not  the  embai  rafTments  on  our  trade,  by  fatal  expe- 
rience, too  well  known  to  you  to  require  a  particular  ftatement, 
it  would  be  eafy  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  adopting  this,  or  a 
fimilar  condud,  by  a  detail  of  fafts,  and  a  train  of  arguments  not 
fairly  to  be  controverted,  it  being  evident  on  the  xnoft  curfory 
view,  that  the  neceflary  effcifl  of  the  Reftriftions  in  queftion  is, 

SESTRUCTION    TO  OUR  ShiP  BuiLDING,  FISHERIES,  NAVIGATION, 

AND  Commerce  in  all  its  branches,  and  confequently  to  tlie 
PROPERTY  and  support  of  tlae  merchant,  hufbandman,  and  mer 
chanic. 

"  Your  cheerful  concurrence  Ve  may  therefore  in  return  ex, 
peft  ;  not  doubting  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  meafures  as  are  founded 
on  the  principles  of  juftice  and  found  policy,  and  fupported  by  the 
united  and  fpirited  exertions  of  a  free  people. 

"  To  add  to  tliefe  evils  already  fufficient  to  excite  our  utmoft 
difquietude,  the  late  intervention  of  BRITISH  FACTORS, 
threatens  a  monopoly  of  our  trade,  and  haftens  tlie  rapid  decreafe 
of  our  circulating  medium.  Unlefs  the  trade  and  exports  of  thefe 
ftates  are  contravened  by  fimilar  expedients  on  our  part,  the  com- 
merce of  this  country,  and  of  confequence  its  wealth,  power,  and 
perhaps  the  Union  itfelf,  muft  become  vidims  to  the  artifice  of  a 
nation,  whofe  arms  have  been  in  vain  exerted  to  accomplifli  tho 
ruin  of  America- 

"  We  are.  Gentlemen,  with  every  fentlment  of  refpeft  and 
efteem,  your  friends  and  brethren  in  a  common  caufe. 

jfohn  Hancock.  yonathan  L.  Aujlin, 

Samuel  A.   Otis.  Charles  yurvis. 

Samuel  Brech,  William  Tudor. 

John   C.  Jones.  Stephen  Higginfan. 

Samuel  Barrett.  J'^PP^  Barrell. 

Edivard  Payne.  Pere-z.   Morton. 

Caleb  Davis.  Jofeph  Rujell,  jua.'* 

Thomas  Rujfell. 


The  foregoing  letter  is  a  text,  which  will  furnifli  a  number 
«f  DISCOURSES  through  the  fall  and  luinter  months.  As  I  write  on- 
ly at  my  leifure,  I  fhall  purfue  my  obfervations  with  as  much  de- 
liberation as  fome  clergymen  perform  their  facerdotal  fundlions, 
Old  fermons  are  fometimes  delivered,  and  probably  old  remarks  may 
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occ*fionally  famifh  a  fpcculative  number.     H  '     -A  the 

document  from  whence  my  conchifions  will  be  ,   ^  n^mpa- 

pied  with  the  lorcgoing  refpe«ftable  fignatures)  I  Ihall  feel  peifed. 
ly  at  cafe  while  dclcanting  on  the  pairiotii:  principles  contained  in  the 
above  Letter,  and  the  corjijlnuy  of  die  refpcdiivc  individual  who 
fubfcribed  to  its  audienticity. 
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ON    THE    CARRYING    TRADE. 

To  ihofe  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Merchants,  who  ^pgnsJ  the  Cir- 
cular Letter  in    l-jS^^fyr  the  purpofe  of  reji riding  the  Briti/h  Trade ^ 
and  who  were  in  favour  of  the  Brilijb  Treaty  in  1795. 
Gentlemen, 

W  HILE  reading  your  important  Letter,  (which  was  commu- 
nicated to  the  citizens  in  every  commercial  town  ihroughoiit  the 
United  States)  on  the  alarming  fituation  of  the  American  trade, 
and  obferving  die  name  of  Hancock  among  the  fubfcribers,  I  can- 
not but  drop  a  tear  of  condolence  for  our  countr}'  that  this  patriot 
is  no  more,  His  fpirit  has  afcended  to  the  heavenly  regions,  and 
we  truft  receives  thofe  rewards  peculiarly  afflgned  to  the  philan- 
thropift  and  patriot.  He  was  always  foremoft  in  the  caufe  of  his 
country  ;  he  ever  ftood  confpicuous  as  a  friend  to  the  rights  of 
man  ;  in  every  inftance  he  placed  himfelf  in  a  refponfiUe  fituaiioh, 
when  the  welfare  of  America  demanded  it; — but  alas,  the  peo- 
ple loft  a  friend,  when  the  death  of  Hancock  was  announced.  In 
him  every  patriotic  heart  ^vas  united,  and  he  continued  to  his  laft 
breath,  uniform  'n\  an  adherence  to  his  principles.  In  honour  to  bis 
memory  be  it  fppkcn,  he  never  advocated  a  political  mcufure,  which 
his  real  friends,  during  the  revolution,  reprobated  ;  neither  was  he 
reduced  \n  any  part  of  his  adminiftration,  to  look  to  the  old  enemies 
of  his  country  for  approbation.  The  patriot  Hancock  lived  re- 
vered by  his  friends,  and  during  the  period  of  his  exiftence,  only 
the  jnvenomed  pen  of  a  Laco  dared  to  impeach  his  integrity. — 
The  fidelity  of  Hancock  was  rewarded  by  tlie  univerfal  detcfta*- 
tiou  of  his  defamcr. 
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Your  Circular  Letter,  gentlemen,  in  1785,  is  honoured  with 
the  name  o{  our  deceafed  friend  ;  and  no  doubt,  was  he  now  alive, 
he  would  be  aftive  in  vindicating  the  fentiments  to  which  he  then 
gave  his  fignature.  His  heart  and  his  hand  ever  beat  and  moved 
in  unifon  :  He  was  in  no  inftance  the  dupe  of  a  party,  and  never 
foolilhly  trufted  to  the  fupport  of  men,  who  were  planning  mea- 
fures  to  fuperfede  him  in  his  official  capacity.  He  had  {nchfaga- 
clty  as  would  have  defeated  the  defigns  of  his  enemies,  if  under  the 
garb  of  flattery,  they  had  meant  to  bring  forward  a  rival  to  mar 
his  political  reputation. 

Thy  political  reputation,  Hancock,  will  ever  be  revered  by  the 
republican  citizens  of  America  !  Thou  wilt  live,  illufirlous  fpiritj  in 
the  hearts  of  thy  countrymen  ;  and  while  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
thy  country  are  duly  eftimated,  thy  name  will  be  held  in  grateful 
remembrance  1  The  pro/cript  ion  of  George  the  Third  is  a  "mauso- 
leum" to  thy  memory,  which  will  furvive  a  ponderous  monument 
of  marble ! 

Your  Circular  Letter  of  1785,  contains  five  principles — ill,  that 
the  CARRYING  TRADE  is  important  to  the  United  States — 2d,  tliat 
the  impofitiom  of  Britain  are  intolerable  and  grievous — 3d,  tliat  the 
balance  of  trade  with  Britain  is  greatly  againft  us — 4th,  an  earned 
recommendation  to  Congrefs,  to  place  the  commerce  of  America 
upon  a  footing  oi equtility  nvith  every  other  nation — 5th,  that  British 
FACTORS  are  ruinous  to  the  commeixe  of  our  own  citizens. 

Upon  thefe  feveral  particul2Ts  I  fhall  occafionally  addrefs  you. 
As fome  of  you  were  Jlrong  advocates  for  the  Briti/h  treaty,  and  as 
this  inftrument,  is  now  "brought  forward  in  our  tory  papers  as  the 
teft  oi  federalifm,  I  now  call  upon  you  candidly  to  anfwer  the  fol- 
lowing queftions.  As  truth,  and  a  fair  ftatemcnt  of  the  fubjed  be- 
fore the  public,  are  my  fole  objeds,  if  you  are  righty  and  I  am 
zurong,  I  will  readily  make  an  acknowledgment  of  my  error. 

If  the  carrying  trade  is  important  in  your  mind,  does  not  the 
Britifh  treaty  eflentially  injure  it  ?  Does  it  not,  by  extending  the  con- 
traband articles,  annihilate  a  large  portion  of  this  branch  of  com- 
merce ?  Does  it  not,  by  depriving  us  of  our  freighting  biifinefs  in  the 
Eajl-Indies  (which  we  enjoyed  before  the  treaty  witliout  any  ob- 
ftruftion)  greatly  lefTen  this  profitable  part  of  our  trade  ?  Does 
not  fubjefling  our  veffels  to  be  fearched  by  tlie  Britifh,  and  being 
liable  to  be  fent  into  their  ports  upon  hare  fufpiciotit  embari-afs  us  in 
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almofl:  all  our  foreign  mercantile  connexions  ?  Docs  not  admitting 
provijions  to  become  a  contraband  article  efientially  dcftroy  that 
valuable  part  of  our  exports,  and  expofe  the  produce  of  America 
to  the  rapacity  of  Britifh  cruifers  ? 

In  fhort,  Gentlemen,  if  you  are  now  in  favour  of  the  Britilh 
treaty,  you  cannot  hold  the  fame  fentimcnts  you  did  in  1785.  To 
be  confident  with  your  Circular  Letter,  you  cannot  now  fay,  that 
the  carrying  trade  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  this  country  ; 
if  you  are  in  favour  of  the  treaty,  you  muft  be  obliged  to  change 
your  language,  and  fay,  that  the  carrying  trade,  inftsad  of  being 
of  the  "  utmoft  importance,"  is  but  of  little  confequence  to  our 
commerce.  If  Britifti  impofitions  were  then  thought  grievous, 
furely  the  wanton  captures  and  arbitrary  decifions  on  our  veflels 
fmce  the  treaty,  muft  convince  you,  that  Britain  has  not  relaxed 
in  her  feverities,  fince  the  adoption  of  it. — What  boon  have  you 
obtained,  gentlemen,  by  the  treaty  ?  Some  of  you  came  forward 
in  the  OlJ-South,  as  the  champions  of  our  national  honour  ;  the  af- 
tonifhcd  multitude  clapped  witli  the  utmcft  vehemence  your  enthufi- 
aftic  fpeeches  ;  ihcfatellttesj  within  your  influence,  fancied  they  had 
got  their  depredation  money  in  tlieir  pockets  tlie  moment  the  Mod- 
erator declared  the  vote  in  favour  of  the  treaty  appropriations. 
The  individuals  who  had  the  refolution  to  oppofe  the  meafure,  were 
derided  by  thofe  whofe  folly  led  them  to  fancy  that  Pitt  had  all 
the  money  counted  out  in  the  exchequer,  as  foon  as  Mr.  Gore 
fliould  appear  in  England  to  receive  it.  They  fancied  that  our 
orators  would  terrify  the  whole  Britifh  government,  and  tlieir/rW/jr 
fpeeches  would  either  footh  or  intimidate  the  nation  to  cancel  our 
claims. 

To  return,  gentlemen,  if  you  approve  of  the  Britifli  treaty,  you 
muft  difapprove  of  your  former  condui5l ;  for  the  inftrument  agreed 
to  by  Mr.  Jay  deftroys  every  principle  on  which  you  predicated 
your  Circular  Letter  in  1785.     At  that  time, you  were  ;  '  it 

the   arrival  of  a  few  Briti/b  faflors  and  agents  ;    you   i   .  -d 

them  as  "  deftrudivc  and  ruinous  to  the  American  commerce,"  as 
having  a  **  tendency  to  monopolize  our  wliolc  trade."  But  the 
treaty  admits  fuch  perfons  to  greater  privileges  than  at  the  period 
you  were  oppofed  to  them — and  yet,  furprifing  as  it  may  feem,  you 
became  boifterous  againft  them  at  that  time,  and  now  witk  the 
moft  fubmiflive  complacency  accede  to  tlieir  admiffion. 
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This  reverfe  of  condud  requires  fome  explanation.  I  would 
afk  you,  gentlemen,  why  the  Carrying  Trade  was  not  in  the  year 
1795,  (when  the  treaty  was  adopted)  equally  important  as  in 
1785,  when  you  wrote  your  Circular  Letter  ?  Did  not  fome  of 
you  flatter  the  tradefmen,  that  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
the  Carrying  Trade  would  be  extended  ?  But  fmce  the  treaty  has 
been  ratified,  has  not  this  important  branch  of  commerce  become 
fubjed  to  innumerable  reftriclions  ?  If  the  decifions  in  Britifb 
Courts  of  Admiralty  are  the  fupreme  law  of  the  land,  will  not  tha 
navigation  of  the  United  States  in  a  few  years  fall  a  facrifice  to 
Britiih  policy  ?  Will  not  our  harbours  and  wharves,  inftead  of 
being  filled  with  American  Ihips  freighted  on  our  own  accounts, 
be  thronged  with  Britifh  manufactures,  configned  to  EHglifh  agents 
and  Scotch  factors,  refiding  in  our  feaports  for  this  purpofe  I 

The  next  article,  gentlemen,  in  your  Letter  is,  that  the  Briti/b 
trade  is  againji  us.  If  this  was  the  cafe  in  1785,  why  not  in  1801  ? 
If  it  was  againft  us  at  that  period,  is  ft  not  more  againft  us  fince 
we  have  fubmitted  to  the  treaty  ?  As  by  it,  we  allow  greater 
privileges  to  the  Britifh  than  we  did  before — we  rather  encourage 
Britifh  fubjefts  to  carry  on  this  peniicious  trade — ^we  give  them  a 
right  to  pm  chafe  flores,  wharves,  warehoufes,  &c.  without  limita- 
tion of  time,  and  to  purfue  their  bufinefs  to  the  injury  of  every 
young  American. 

Some  of  you,  gentlemen,  may  pofllbly  think,  that  you  are 
now  beyond  the  deftrudive  influence  of  thefe  Btitifli  refidents  and 
itinerants,  by  placing  your  property  in  the  BANKS  or  funds.  But 
reflefl,  firs,  how  many  young  men,  now  comfortably  fituated  in  bu- 
linefs,  and  whofe  nxjives  and  children  depend  on  their  indultry,  muft 
feel  the  effe<5ls  of  a  treaty,  which  gives  refidence  to  a  body  of 
aliens,  to  profecute  bufinefs  in  every  part  of  the  United  States  to 
the  injury  of  our  own  citizens.  In  a  few  years  this  will  be  expe- 
rienced, and  the  young  men  will  have  reafon  to  rue  the  day  that 
they  attended  to  the  artful  ^^figns  of  men,  who  have  placed  the 
principal  part  of  their  property  in  the  banks  and  funds,  or  turn- 
ed their  bafinefs  into  other  channels.  On  thefe  tilings  let  our 
YOUNG  MEN  diink,  and  reflc<a. 
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No.  XLH. 

NON-INTERCOURSE    WITH    FRANCE. 

X  HE  C'trcular-Letler  from  the  merchants  in  the  town  of  Boftofl, 
fubfcribed  by  fomc  of  thofe  who  now  emphatically  Ilylc  them- 
klvcsfedei-aiyis,  conveys  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  their  difapprobation' 
of  the  Britifh  government,  in  violating  the  commercial  privileges 
of  the  United  States.  The  fentiments  inculcated  at  that  periocf 
by  thofc  high-toned  federalifls,  are  now  denounced  as  jacobinifm. 
I  would  not  hurt  the  feelings  of  the  gentlemen  by  mentioning 
them  individually,  as  any  man  by  reading  over  the  names  of  the 
Committee,  caii  eafily  defignate  the  friends  to  the  treaty. 

If  the  merchants,  tradefmen,  and  others,  in  the  town  of  "RoC- 
tbn,  were  judifiable  in  their  proceedings,  at  the  time  they  for- 
warded their  Circular-Letter,  we  tnuft  certainly  conclude,  that  the 
advocates  for  the  Britifh  treaty  were  blameable  in  every  particular 
— for  this  inftrunfient  baffled  every  principle  contemplated  by  that 
iheafure.  "We  gave  up,  by  its  adoption,  every  right,  as  it  refpe<ft- 
ed  our  neutrality,  and  fubmitted  to  the  mod  humiliating  degrada- 
tion. Our  Carrying  Trade  We  laid  proftrate  at  the  feet  qf  Britain, 
and  as  to  Britifh  faSors,  we  have,  in  the  moft  humble  attitude, 
courted  them  to  our  embraces.  We  have  placed  our  own  cit- 
izens at  the  footftool  of  aliens,  and  fuffered  our  young  men  to 
become  dependant  on  their  clemency. 

To  eftimate  our  European  connexions,  let  us  attend  to  the" 
following  ftatement,  as  fubmitted  to  Congrefs,  in  1 794  : 


Our  trade  with  Spain  was 

1,670,797 

in  our  favei 

PortugiJ 

1,687,696 

do. 

Netlicrlands 

791,182 

do. 

Sweden 

932,635 

do. 

France 

*»63o.3S7 

do. 

Denmark 

126,000 

againll  us. 

G.  Britain 

5,923,912 

agalnft  us. 

Thefe  documents  arc  authentic,  and  yet  fuch  has  been  our 
infatuation,  that  every  meafure  has  been  taken  to  affift  the  nation 
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Whofe  trade  was  agatnft  us,  and  injure  thofc  whofe  trade  was  in  our 
favour. 

When  we  talked  of  a  non-intercourfe  with  England,  the  }3ar- 
tlzans  of  Britain  exclaimed  that  it  weald  lead  to  a  uar  }  but  when 
a  propofuion  was  made  to  annihilate  our  trade  with  France,  thefe 
fame  men  acceded  to  the  meafure  with  the  moft  fervent  compla- 
cency— that  is,  they  were  anxious  to  continue  in  connexion  with 
a  nation,  the  balance  of  whole  trade  was  upwards  oi  Jive  miU'wns 
agalnji  us,  and  break  off  every  intcrccurfe  %vith  thofe,  whofe 
balance  was  upwards  of  iiuo  millions  in  our  favour.  They  were 
Willing  further  to  hazard  in  the  controverfy,  Spain,  the  Nether- 
lands, Sweden,  Sac.  (whofe  balance  alfo  were  in  our  favour)  in 
order  to  form  an  alliance  offenfive  and  defenfive  with  Britain. 
What  a  degree  of  infatuation  mail:  have  pofTeffed  the  mirjxls  of 
thofe  projectors  !  ! 

The  non-intereourfe  with  France  was  fuch  a  favourite  objedl, 
(notwithftanding  our  trade  with  her  was  fo  advantageous)  that 
the  YOUNG  MEW  were  called  upon  to  celebrate  the  period  of  its 
adoption — prayers  were  offered  to  heaven  for  its  continuance— 
the  prieft  pai'aded  our  ftreets  arrayed  in  his  canonicals — the 
ttieeting-houfe  was  thronged— the  young  men  were  fumnioned  to 
attend  the  folemn  mockery  of  the  Supreme  Being — a  poetic 
orator  was  feleftcd  to  celebrate  the  bleffings  of  a  controverfy  with 
a  nation,  whofe  balance  of  trade  was  nearly  three  millions  in  our 
favour. — Myfterlous  !  unexampled  !  !  incomprehenfjble  !  !  I 

This  was  the  day  df  political  madnefs.  A  few  deceived  old 
men  countenanced  a  train  of  mifguidfd  youths,  to  celebrate  the  moft 
impolitic  meafure  that  ever  took  place  in  our  country. 

Young  men  arc  not  always  to  blame  for  imprudences,  as  ex- 
perience will  naturally  mature  their  judgment.  Time  will  ripen 
their  dccifions.  Thofe  whom  they  have  heretofore  confidercd  as 
their  enemies,  will  ere  long  be  known  as  their  friends  ;  thofe  whonr 
they  have  reprobated  as  inimical  to  their  intereft,  will  foon  b« 
confidered  by  them  as  the  moft  attached  to  its  promotion. 

Mr.  Jefferfon,  Mr.  Madifon,  Gen.  Dear  borne.  Judge  Lincoln,  &c. 
are  the  uniform  fupporters  of  the  real  liberties  of  this  country,  as 
they  relate  to  commerce,  agriculture,  and  mamifaBures. — The  abufe 
thrown  on  them,  is  the  laft  defperate  effort  of  a  junto,  which 
now  ficken  at  the   profpeft  of  our  real  national  independence 
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While  iuch  people  confidercd  America  as  tending  to  a  war  wiih 
France,  and  an  alliance  widi  Britain,  the  highcQ,  encomiums  were 
pailed  upon  our  govcrnroefit  ;  but  now  they  find  their  prfjedi 
jfsc  fru.'  .cy  are  endeavouring  to  deltroy  our  cc 

id  the  .iw ..  uii  n  }    but,  we  trull  in  God,  their  i......... . .  us 

4efigns  will  be  \>i>t^'^i»  *iid  tjjp  Umte4  States  rj(e  fuperior  to  their 
znachinatiunSp 
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•70    THJE    YOUNQ    MEN. 

X  HE  good  fenfe  which  £q  peculiarly  charaflerizes  xiit  young  re. 
publican  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  is  a  happy  omen  that  reafon,  in. 
ftead  of  '  I',  will  eventually  terminate  their  decifions.     The 

autlior  <  .  .umbers  would  not  wifli  to  impofe  on  their  creduli- 

ty, but  is  defirous  ratlier  to  appeal  to  their  judgment.  The  young 
men  are  materially  intereftcd  in  the  great  political  quell  ons 
which  arrell  the  attention  of  the  refpedive  individuals  within  the 
United  States.  Their  future  profperity  depends  on  the  redlitudc 
of  their  determinations,  for  while  the  aged  patriots  a:e  daily  con- 
ligned  to  the  tombs  of  their  predeceffors,  the  rifing  gentration  are  to 
experience  the  bleflings  or  misfortunes  attendant  on  their  public 
conduft.  The  young  American  is  deeply  involved  in  the  confequen- 
ces  refulting  from  right  or  wrong  meafures.  The  diredion  will  ei- 
ther advance  his  happinefs  or  involve  him  in  difficulties.  Being 
thus  intereftcd  in  our  political  decifions,  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on 
them  to  read  and  judge  for  tliemlelves. 

The  revolutionary  events  in  Europe  are  more  conneded  witb 
their  future  welfare  than  is  generally  imagined.  It  is  a  revolu- 
tion, on  die  ifl'ue  of  which  are  fufpendcd  the  political  and  commer- 
cial rights  of  fociety.  Although  it  tiius  involves  the  fate  of  ages, 
yet  tlic  enemies  to  the  real  liberties  of  tlie  people  endeavour  to  in- 
culcate an  indiffl-rcnce  in  the  minds  of  young  men,  on  the  prefent 
fubjeifl  of  politics.  This  apathy  is  often  excited  by  men,  who,  from 
peculiar  good  fortune  in  their  fpeculations,  are  quarterly  fuchled 
with  maternal  indulgence,  from  the  brealls  of  the  funds.  While 
enjoying  the  copious  bounties  of  thcfe  pecuaiary  cilabhihments, 
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they  vehemently  exclaim  againft  every  inveftigation  ofthofemea- 
fures  which  raifed  them  to  their  pre-eminent  fituation.  Such  men  ^|tt 
are  defirous  to  diffipate  the  public  mind,  and  artfully  attempt  to  ^^ 
make  it  difreputabU  for  a  young  man  to  concern  himfelf  with  the  af- 
fairs of  government.  They  would  confine  his  reflexions  within 
the  narrow  compafs  of  the  counter,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade  him 
that  if  he  is  capable  of  felling  a  yard  of  Englijh  broadcloth,  or  ■Sijiranu 
hat,  and  make  a  regular  ftatement  to  the  Cuftom-houfe  of  the  duties 
arifmg  on  them,  his  qualifications  are  flifiiciently  adequate  to  his 
employment  in  life.  Thus  tliefe  people  are  zealoufly  difpofed  to 
ftifle  the  manly  energies  of  youth,  and  render  them  fubfervient  to 
the  flratagems  of  thofe  who  ftudy  to  impofe  on  them. 

By  this  falfe  mode  of  reafoning,  an  afcendancy  is  acquired  over 
the  well-informed  young  men  in  the  commercial,  agricultural  and 
nanufafturing  occupations.  A.  partial,  monied  interefl:  is  confidr 
ered  as  the  only  proper  director,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  and 
oftentimes  the  flippancy  of  fome  within  the  bar  bears  down  all  the 
natural  good  fenfe  of  the  other  profefliions.  A  preponderancy  of 
influence  is  gained  in  the  community  by  thefe  faftitious  means, 
while  the  prominent  features  of  our  government  are  obliterated,  by 
the  modejl  diffidence  of  thofe  who  follow  the  beneficial  employments 
of  commerce,  agriculture  and  manufadures. 

Every  private  citizen  is  the  gnardian  of  his  own  and  his  coun- 
try's honour — it  is  therefore  a  degrading  idea,  to  imagine  that  the 
glory,  profperity  and  freedom  of  America,  depend  on  the  boafled 
'wifdom,  patriotifm,  fuperior  abilities  or  integrity  of  any  one  clafs  of 
citizens.  The  people,  in  their  individual  capacity,  are  the  pledged 
truftees  of  the  facred  treafures  of  the  Gonftitution.  They  are  the 
threfliold  through  which  the  focial  compadk  was  ufliered  into  the 
fanhedrim  of  the  nation  5  the  firft  paragraph  announces  this  autlior- 
ity,  by  the  powerful  declaration  of  "  We  the  people."  The  peo- 
ple are  the  ark  in  which  the  rights  of  fociety  are  depofited,  and, 
whoever  violates  their  prerogative,  muft  expeft  to  meet  the  fate  of 
him  who  facrilegioufly  trefpafled  on  the  holy  building,  while  movr 
ing  under  the  immediate  aufpices  of  the  Supreme  Being.  Fox 
Populi,  Vox  Dei,  more  immediately  applies  to  the  American  rc» 
public. 

Thefe  are  the  fentiments  which  ought  to  invigorate  every  clafs 
pf  American  youth,  sis  their  education  intitles  them  to  a  full  pre^ 
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ponderancy  in  our  political  concerns.  They  (hould  rife  fupcrior 
to  the  mere  inlpcdor  of  an  account  current^  and  Ihould  ftudy  tiic 
principles  of  the  Conftitution,  as  well  as  thole  political  and  com- 
mercial rights  contemplated  on  its  adoption.  "  Thus  iiiformed,  they 
would  be  enabled. to  J'penk  and  av^t  on  fubjcfts  relating  to  its  cftab- 
lifhment.  Not  that  the  Toung  Men  Jhould  negktl  thr'tr  private  con- 
cerns^ and  become  ho'tjicrous  poiitUuru,  but  there  is  a  dignity  attach- 
ed to  every  man's  ftation  in  fociety,  which  Ihould  render  him  com- 
petent to  judge  on  the  utility  of  public  meafures.  It  is  degrading 
to  an  American  to  take  every  thing  on  truft,  and  even  the  young 
farmer  and  tiadefman  fliould  icorn  to  furrender  their  right  of 
judging  either  to  lawyers  or  priejls  ;  thefe  profeffions  ought  to  be 
•duly  eftimated,  but  no  man  fliould  fo  humble  himfelf  as  to  depend 
altogetiier  on  their  infallibility. 

If  the  federal  conftitution  was  avowedly  adopted  to  enlarge  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  queftion  is,  whether  the  fur- 
render  made  to  the  Englifh  by  the  treaty,  was  calculated  for  this 
purpofe  ?  To  determine  this  point,  I  Ihall  compare  the  fentiments 
of  our  delegates  in  Convention  and  the  principles  promulgated  by 
the  merchants  in  their  Circular-Letter^  with  certain  articles  of  the 
Briiiih  treaty.  How  far  they  are  analogous  will  then  appear  ; 
and  whether  tiie  furrender  of  our  commercial  rights,  in  this  inftru- 
ment,  will  not  ultimately  have  the  moft  baneful  operation  on  every 
ASierican  citizen.  The  principal  objedt  will  be,  to  prove  the  incon- 
Jijlfncy  of  men,  in  advocating  a  treaty  which  counteraded  every 
principle  they  formerly  efpoufed. 

While  confidering  this  fubjeft,  I  (hall  not  aim  at  roufing  your 
paflions,  but  Ihall  attempt  to  convince  your  judgment.  If  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  admitting  Engliih  fubjeds  to  an  equal  par- 
ticipation of  our  trade  was  deprecated  by  the  gentlemen  who  for- 
warded the  circular-letter,  let  mc  conjure  you,  my  young  friends, 
to  refled  whctlier  tlie  confequences  are  not  now  equally  fatal  ?  If 
a  hawking  Briton,  or  Scotchman,  can,  by  a  parHmonious  fyftem  of 
living,  imdeifcU  you  in  your  importations,  how  can  you  expeft  to 
acquire  a  competency  for  the  maintenance  of  your  wives  and  chil- 
dren, in  your  commercial  connexion  with  Britain  ?  The  late  trea- 
ty between  Ruflla  and  Sweden  is  a  document  vaftly  apropos  to 
this  fubjeft  :  it  exprefsly  ftipulates,  that  •*  travelling  merchants  and 
hawkers  of  both  nations  ihall  not  be  fufiercd,  but  confidercd  a« 


finuggkrs.^*     If  this  article  was  ncceflary  between  Ruffia  and  Swe- 
den, how  much  more  fo  between  Britain  and  America  ? 

To  illuftrate  this  queftion,  I  Ihall  appropriate  a  few  Numb 
to  confider  the  fubjedl.  If  the  Young  Men  finally  fay,  that  my 
plea  is  erroneous,  I  muft.  acquiefce  in  their  decifion.  I  have  no 
other  objed  than  their  intereil  ;  for  whether  flumphrey  Clinker  as  a 
Scotchman,  or  John  Bull  as  an  Englilhman,  enjoy  equal  benefits 
with  American  citizens,  in  vending  Britifh  manufadures,  cannot 
effentially  afFedt  me.  The  only  queftion  is,  whether  the  friends  to 
the  treaty,  or  the  oppofers  of  it,  acted  moft  confiftent  with  the 
fommercial  intcrejl  of  the  country  ? 

The  moft  illiberal  refle(5lions  have  been  thrown  on  the  individ- 
jials,  who  dared  to  come  forward  in  oppofition  to  its  adoption  ; 
let  then  the  young  citizens  (who  are  deeply  interefted  in  its  opera^ 
tion)  judge  between  the  friends  and  enemies  of  this  derogatory 
inftrument. 

I  am  aware  of  the  artful  plea  made  by  fome  of  the  Anglo- 
federalifts,  that,  as  the  treaty  is  made,  it  is  needlefs  to  remark  on 
its  inutility.  This,  however,  is  but  a  poor  confolation.  It  is  pro- 
per that  we  fliould  know  the  folly  of  our  condudl,  even  if  we  can- 
not immediately  remedy  the  evil.  It  ferves  at  leaft  to  bring  to 
remembrance  the  ftrolling  Street-Committee,  v/ith  their  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  threatening  every  one  with  vengeance  who  would  not 
fubmit  to  their  demands.  It  will  ferve  to  make  the  Tomg  Men 
cautious  how  they  truft  to  thofe  who  have  thus  far  deceived  them. 
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XjY  the  moil  unaccountable  fatality,  thofe,  who  aflumed  the 
name  oi  federalijls,  acquired  an  influence  over  the  minds  of  the 
young  American  citizens.  A  fyftem  of  terror  was  fo  generally 
eftabliftied,  xhdXfear  operated  too  powerfully  for  reftraint.  Po- 
litical queftions  were  not  confideied  upon  the  ground  of  difquifi- 
tion,  but  the  adoption  of  particular  tenets  was  enforced  with  a 
fpecies  of  inquifitorial  intolerance.  If  a  young  man  dared  to 
exercife  his  iudgmeqt,  or*  to  helitatc  in  fubfcribing  to  the  infalli- 
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bility  of  certain  dogmas,  he  was  denounced  under  all  tfiat  fcrcrity 
attached  to  the  character  of  a  diforganizer  and  jacobin.  He  was 
purfued  in  every  dire<ftion  with  a  malignity  of  temper,  which 
threatened  his  ruin  in  bufmefs  and  perfonal  reputation.  An  im- 
placability of  difpofition  was  encouraged  between  citizens,  and 
even  the  focial  intercourfe  was  dilTolved  wherever  a  diiFerence  in 
political  fentiments  prevailed. 

In  this  (late  of  controverfy,  we  cannot  be  furprizcd  Uiat  the 
young  men  were  borne  down  by  the  deluge  of  their  opponents.  To 
ftem  the  torrent,  required  not  only  an  energy  of  mind,  but  firmnefs 
of  nerve.  Perfonal  fafety  in*T[bme  inftances  was  connedled  with 
political  belief,  as  the  bully  would  oftentimes  become  the  oracle 
of  public  opinion  ;  the  brawny  arm  of  a  defperado  would  tlireatcn 
to  level  an  antagonift,  when  the  voice  of  reafon  would  make  but 
little  impreffion. 

But,  thank  heaven,  the  clouds  of  delufion  are  dillipating  :  the 
period  has  arrived  when  each  clafs  of  men  can  exercife  their  rea- 
fon, and  be  guided  by  their  unbiafled  judgment.  We  can  now 
fpeak  unawed  by  the  threats  of  a  junto,  who  have  too  long  claim- 
ed a  prerogative  to  control  both  public  and  private  opinion  ;  we 
are  reftored  to  our  ancient  privileges,  and  each  citizen  ftands  in 
that  dignified  attitude  peculiarly  adapted  to  his  fituation  in  a 
republican  government.  We  are  noiv  "  all  republicans,"  we  arc 
now  *'  all  federalifts,"  as  the  fyftem  in  which  we  moye  gives  every 
man  an  equal  right  in  fociety  ;  there  are  no  exclufive  republicans  or 
fedcralijisf  z%  It  Te.{^t&.s  the  privilege  of  judging  :  nor  any /rr//a/ 
lata  to  arraign  one  fct  of  opinions  before  the  tribunal  of  vindiAive 
judges. — There  remains  however  a  fmall  convulfion  (excited  by 
the  infuriated  paflions  of  fome  difappointed  m.cn)  ;  but,  as  it  relates 
to  the  community  at  large,  the  hurricane  has  fubfidcd,  though 
from  its  tail  a  few  gufts  occafionally  explode. 

I  have,  in  a  previous  Number,  reminded  you,  my  young  frierds, 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  merchants  of  Bofton,  on  the  arrival  of  a 
few  Britifh  fadors,  in  the  year  1785.  At  their  meeting,  they  fol- 
emnly  declared^  that  "  the  refidence  of  fuch  faflors  threatened,  an 
iiitire  monopoly  of  all  Britifh  importations  in  the  hands  of  fuch 
agents,  and  would  eventually  deprive  the  indujlrious  jimerican  trader 
of  every  benefit  of  our  commerce."  If,  at  this  period,  the  intro- 
^u<5Hon  of  Britifli  faAors  was  fo  deftni<J>«Te  to  the  commerce  of 
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this  country,  what  may  be  your  apprehenfions  under  the  Britiflt 
treaty  ?  If  it  was  then  confidered  "  ruinous  to  the  American 
trade"  that  fuch  factors  fhould  refide  among  us,  what  mud  be  the 
confequence  when  they  have  a  right  by  treaty  n<3t  only  to  refide,- 
btit  "  to  purchafe  floras,  houfes,  and  Ihops"  ;  to  "  remain  without 
limitation  of  time"  ;  to  continue  among  us  fhould  we  even  be 
**  in  open  rupture  with  England"  ;  and,  to  complete  the  whole, 
provided  their  condudt  fhould  be  fuch  as  to  render  them  '■'■  JuJpeQed 
as  being  enemies  to  the  country,'"  have  a  right  by  treaty  to  remain 
"  twelve  months"  before  they  can  be  removed,  and,  during  this  pe- 
riod of  tlieir  enmity,  are  to  enjoy  every  commercial  privilege  and 
advantage,  equally  with  our  own  citizens  ?  As  a  proof  of  this, 
examine  the  14th  and  26th  articles  of  the  Britifh  treaty. 

If.  thefe  are  fads,  let  us  paufe  for  a  moment,  and  refle(5l  on 
the  flrange  condu<fl  of  men,  who  deprecated  the  temporary  rcfi- 
dence  of  fuch  fa<?tors  in  1785,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  in 
1795,  were  difpofed  to  give  thefe  fame  perfons  fuch  an  uncon- 
troled  monopoly  of  our  commerce  !  Ten  years,  it  is  fufpeded, 
have  as  effedtually  changed  their  fuiiiments  as  they  lefpect  their 
private  interejl,  as  their  prefent  fituation  has  altered  the  objects  by 
which  it  is  promoted.  They  were  then  attentive  to  commerce,  they 
are  new  defirous  of  revenue  ;  they  were  then  living  on  trade,  tliey 
are  now  living  on  banks  and  funds.  It  makes  no  odds  to  them, 
whether  a  ftroUing  Scotchman  or  Englifhman  fupports  them,  or 
an  induilrious  young  citizen  of  Boflon.  They  care  not,  whether 
■a.  fellow-citizen  is  the  importer,  (who  has  paid  hundreds  in  taxes  to- 
wards the  maintenance  of  tlie  town,)  or  an  alien,  who  never  paid 
a  farthing.  Whether  the  young  Jlmerican  is  the  fweeper,  or 
Briton  the  mafur  of  a  flore,  is  but  of  little  confequence  to  them  ;— i 
give  them  their  quarterly  payments,  and  they  are  perfe<Sly  fatisfied. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  are  the  true  flate  of  this  bufinefs, 
and  though  they  may  at  prefent  be  unnoticed,  depend  on  it  a  few^. 
years  will  evidence  the  fa(5t.     Our  young  men  will  feel  the  efFeds  o| 
their  duplicity,  and  thofe  who  have  injured  them  will  hereaftet 
*•  mock  at  their  calamity,  and  laugh  when  tlieir  fear  cometh." 

This  cataftrophe  will  fenfxbly  touch  the  tender  feelings  of  the -^^w*?- 
rican  ladies,  when  they  find  temporary  refidents  undermining  the  oc- 
cupations of  their  hufbands,  and  obliging  them  to  retradt  their  ex- 
penfes  within  tlie  narrow  compafs  of  a  fa(5tor  j  when  they  find  fvicl 
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venders  hiring  a  ftorc,  prcvioufly  occupied  by  an  American,  and 
Jiving  in  the  garret  in  the  moll  penurious  manner,  while  retailing 
thofe  commodities,  on  the  fale  of  which  many  of  our  own  citizens 
depend  for  a  maintenance.  Such  perfons  are  an  injury  even  to  the 
PURCHASERS  ; — for  though  they  may  for  the  prefent  fell  cheaper 
than  our  own  merchants,  yet  after  they  have  monopolized  the 
whole  bufincfs  by  irapoverifliing  others,  and  difcouraged  them 
from  importing  Britifh  manufa<5tures,  will  finally  take  advantage 
of  their  exclufive  trade,  by  an  advance  of  lo  or  20  per  cent. 

Viewing  this  bufinefs  even  as  it  refpefts  the  revenue^  it  is  greatly 
againft  tlie  government  of  the  United  States.  A  man  who  is  a 
ftranger,  may  not  be  governed  by  thofe  cautionary  principles  in  his 
entries  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  as  generally  influence  out  own  citi- 
stens  ;  a  "  point  of  honour^'  as  it  refpecfls  their  private  reputation, 
will  naturally  lead  the  latter  to  a  juft  eftimatc  of  their  invoice  ; 
but  the  former^  knowing  that  his  refidence  is  but  temporary,  cal- 
culates more  upon  the  benefit  he  may  obtain  by  defrauding  the 
revenue,  than  the  chara<5ter  he  may  fuftain  in  confequence  of 
paying  the  duties. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  are  plain  truths^  though  the  manner 
of  expreHTrng  them  may  be  confidered  as  uncourtly.  If  property 
is  eflential  to  refpedability,  certain  it  is,  that  a  fubje<fl  which  con- 
templates the  tendency  of  Britilh  fatflors  in  America,  is  worthy 
the  attention  of  thofe  who  are  immediately  involved  in  its  cortfe- 
quences. 

As  the  Britifh  advocates  in  America  exult  at  the  pretended 
advantages  gained  by  England  over  Ruflia  (as  an  apology  for  our 
treaty)  I  ihull,  in  my  next  Number,  compare  the  treaty  between 
thofe  two  nations,  with  that  bettveen  America  and  Britain.  The 
comparifon  will  flicw  the  fallacy  of  federal  renfoningy  both  as  it 
refpcfts  America  and  Ruffia  ;    for  the  fact  is,  Rullia  ha  t 

every  advantage  over  England  in  the  late  controvert  •   ,  : 

the  United  States  have  fncrificed  every  neutral  privilege  by  that 
injudicious  deed  emphatically  called  the  Eritiih  treaty. 
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THE   OMNIPOTENCE    OF    BklTAIN. 


X  HE  OMNIPOTENCE  of  the  Britifh  nation  has  been  fo  long  a 
fubjed  of  exultation,  and  from  political  motives  fo  generally  ad- 
mitted, that  an  attempt  to  place  America  in  an  attitude  of  oppo- 
fition  to  her  marine  mandates,  is  confidered  by  fome,  as  the  height 
of  arrogance,  if  not  of  madnefs.  But  no  country  has  been  more 
overrated  in  its  real  commercial  fti-ength,  provided  other  nations 
would  exercife  thofe  natural  advantages  which  they  pofiefs.  The 
United  States,  by  exaggerating  the  power  of  Britain,  and  kjfening 
their  oivn  energies,  have  originated  the  errors  they  have  committed, 
and  fubflantiated  the  benefits  obtained  by  England  in  our  commer- 
cial negociations.  Tht  fears,  excited  by  the  friends  of  the  Britifh 
treaty,  that  luar  would  he  t1>e  confequence  of  refufmg  it,  were  derog- 
atory to  our  national  charai5ter,  as  it  exhibited  a  pufillanimity  on 
our  part,  which  ftimulated  Britain  to  further  exceffiss.  The  de- 
claration of  our  apprehenfions  of  her  refentment,  and  the  dread 
we  difplayed  at  her  prowefs,  led  the  government  to  purfue  a  fyftem 
of  depredation,  unawed  by  any  meafures  of  retaliation  from  the 
American  adminiftration.  Our  language  on  that  occafion  was 
that  of  timidity  ;  we  became  fupplicants  to  their  clemency  ;  we 
openly  crouched  to  the  treaty,  though  we  fecretly  detefted  its  prin- 
ciples ;  and  thus  govenied  by  far,  we  unfortunately  furrendered 
every  neutral  right  to  the  uncontroled  management  of  an  expen- 
live  Englifti  judiciary. 

So  far  from  confidering  Britain  as  omnipotent  either  in  her 
marine,  commercial,  or  manufaRuring  ilation,  I  believe  there  is  no 
power  in  Europe  more  completely  dependant,  as  they  relate  to 
thefe  garticulars.  Her  marine  depends  greatly  on  Ruffia,  and  her 
commercial  and  manufacturing  interefts  are  principally  fupported  by 
her  connexion  with  America.  The  immenfe  quantity  of  manu- 
factures yearly  imported  into  the  United  States,  together  with  the 
txport  of  our  ftaple  articles  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  within  her 
own  dominions,  give  fuch  a  balance  of  trade,  in  the  various  direc- 
tions of  her  commerce,  as  would  (if  for  a  fhort  time  flopped) 
ftrike  a  fatal  blow  to  the  revenue  iiBd  mercantile  tranfaftions  •£ 
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that  country.  The  benefits,  arifing  from  our  commerce  with 
England,  are  allowed  by  all  the  authors  who  have  written  on 
the  fubjecft,  and  the  dread  excited  during  the  fhort  period  t)f  our 
embargo,  proves  the  propriety  of  its  eftimation  in  the  American 
fcale.  Our  embargo  threw  the  whole  exchange  of  London  into 
confternation. 

This  principle  was  ftrongly  urged  in  the  State  Conventions  oa 
the  queftion  of  the  conftitution  j  it  was  ever  confidered  the  palladium 
of  our  national  importance.  Mr.  John  Adams,  (the  late  Prefi- 
dent)  when  in  England,  afferted,  in  my  hearing,  that  tlie  com- 
merce of  America  was  tlie  moft  powerful  weapon  to  attack 
Britain  :  and  further  declared,  that  if  the  United  States  would 
unite  in  a  navigation  a(5t,  that  we  could  force  the  miniftry  to  our 
own  terms.  Thefe  are  fentiments  which  that  gentleman  vindi- 
cated when  refiding  at  the  Court  of  St.  James  ;  he  regretted 
that  no  Commercial  Syftem  was  adopted  by  the  American  States, 
and  often  fpoke  with  a  degree  of  enthufuiflic  confidence  on  the  power 
of  this  country  to  control  the  infolence  of  Britain. 

England,  inftead  of  being  omnipotent.,  is  in  the  power  of  Ruflia 
and  America,  who  could  (in  alliance)  enforce  their  demands,  upon 
the  moft  extenfive  principles.  Thefe  two  countries  are  the  lochs 
which  invigorate  the  ftrength  of  this  vindidive  Sampfon  ;  a  vig- 
orous determination  to  maintain  their  neutral  rights,  would 
operate  too  powerfully  on  the  funds,  the  manufaSurers,  and  the 
people  at  large,  to  be  treated  with  levity.  It  would  prefs  with  a 
ponderancy  which  could  not  eafily  be  fhaken  off,  and  the  various 
interefts  of  the  Britifh  nation  would  experience  fuch  a  convulfion, 
as  to  alarm  the  miniftry  for  the  political  and  commercial  exiftence 
of  the  government. 

The  treaty,  lately  concluded  between  England  and  Ruflia, 
fufficiently  evinces  the  apprehenfions  of  England  on  the  Northern 
Confederacy.  RulUa  being  the  principal  nation  dreaded  by 
Britain,  the  terms  concluded  on  are  highly  favourable  to  "the 
neutral  pofition  of  that  country.  It  is  founded  on  liberal  prin- 
ciples, and  brings  the  bufinefs  refpefting  the  navigation  of  their 
refpedlive  fubjefts  to  a  precife  explanation  ;  it  determines  without 
any  equivocation,  the  fpecific  articles  of  contraband  ;  it  declares  in 
tlie  moft  ex  prefs  manner,  what  charaderizes  a  blockaded  port  ;  that 
their  veifeis  (hall  not  be  ftopped  but  upon  juft  caufe,  aad  evideni 
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faS  ;  that  the  right  of  fear ch  fhall  be  confined  folely  Xofhips  of  wart 
and  fhall  never  extend  to  privateers^  or  any  other  veflels,  though 
armed  for  tlie  purpofe  of  war.     Every  precaution  is  taken  to  pre- 
vent any  ill  confequences  by  the  meeting  of  their  refpeftive  fhips 
of  war  ;  they  fhall  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  cannon  Ihot,  and  the^ 
commander  of  the  belligerent  vefTel  fhall  fend  a  boat  on  board 
convoying  fhip,  and  the  utmoft  order  and  regularity  are  provide«i 
in  proceeding  on  tlie  examination.     If  there  appears  a  renfonabl 
fufpiclon  for  fearch,  the  commander  of  the  convoy  has  a  privilege 
to  nominate  and  appoint  one  or  more  officers  to  affift  in  fearchin^ 
"vvhich  fhall  be  done  in  his  prefen.ce,  conjointly  with  one  or  more 
officers  named  by  the  commander  of  the  vefTel  of  the  belligerent 
party.     If  juft  and  fufficient  reafon  appear  for   detention,   the 
commander  of  the  convoying  fhip  fhall  have  power  to  order  an 
officer  to  remain  on  board  during  its  legal  inveftigation,  which 
fhall  take  place  in  tlie  nearefl  and  ntofl  convenient  port,  and  proceeded 
to  with  all  poffible  difpatch.      If,  upon  further  examination,  it 
fhall  appear  that  the  faid  vefTel  was  detained  without  juft  and 
fufficient  caufe,  the  commander  fball  be  accountable  not  only  to 
the  owners  of  the  fhip  and  cargo  for  a  full  and  fatisfadtory  com- 
penfation  for  all  loffesy  charges,  damages^  and  expenfes,  occafioned  by 
fuch  detention,  but  fhall  be  liable  to  punlfbment  for  all  aSs  of  violence 
or  any  other  faulty  which  he  may  have  committed. 

Thefe  are  %he  principal  outlines  of  the  Ruffian  and  Britifh 
treaty.  The  parties  are  fecured  in  their  property  by  tlie  moft 
minute  detail  in  all  their  procedure  ;  the  contraband  are  fpecified  ; 
the  fearch  limited  ;  the  term  blockade  accurately  defined  ;  and 
to  prevent  a  wanton  detention,  the  captors  are-  liable  to  cofl, 
damages,  and  punifhment. 

Where  now  is  the  boaft  of  tlie  Anglo-Federalifls  in  the  United 
States  ?  In  what  particular  has  England  gained  an  advantage 
over  Ruffia  ?  Their  trade  is  admitted  upon  the  moft  extenfive 
principles,  as  it  relates  to  the  property  of  its  o\vn  fubjefts  ;  noth- 
ing is  left  to  chance  in  a  court  of  law,  nor  depends  on  vague 
authorities,  promulgated  by  interefted  judges.  The  treaty  fland;] 
on  a  permanent  bafis,  and  the  fubjecfts  of  both  countries  know , 
how  far  to  purfue  their  conmiercc,  by  an  Inviolable  guarantee,  as 
to  the  articles  of  condemnation- 
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Thefe  Atiglo-Federalirts,  while  exulting  at  the  advantages 
Pained  by  Britain  over  Ruflia,  abrurdly^eulogirc  the  bkflings  of 
our  treaty  luith  England.  If  Ruflia  is  impofed  on,  \rhat  mud  be 
our  fituation  ?  If  tJieIr  nego.ciation  has  increafed  tlie  po\vcr  of 
England  over  the  fea,  what  muft  be  the  extent  of  our  lurrendcr  ? 
Nearly  every  point  which  is  explicitly  laid  down  in  one,  is  omitted 
in  tlic  otlicl"  ;  onr  contraband  articles  are  extended  ;  die  term  block' 
ode  is  undefined  ;  our  trade  is  expofed  not  only  to  lliips  of  war, 
but  privateers  ;  and  to  complete  the  whole,  even  if  tlie  capture 
is  unjuft,  the  poor  American  is  obliged  to  pay  cojls  offuit.  In  fhort, 
to  compare  the  Ruffian  treaty  witli  the  American,  will  give  us 
the  ftrongeft  abhorrence  of  this  inftiument. 

We  have  not  only  furrendered  tliofe  neutral  rights  guaranteed 
•to  RuQia,  but  we  have  expofed  ourfelves  to  innumerable  diffi- 
culties, attached  to  other  articles  in  this  compaft.  We  have  re- 
ftrained  ourfelves  from  laying  any  further  duties  on  their  man- 
ufa(5tures,  without  countervailing  ones  on  their  part  ;  we  have 
fubjetfted  ourfelves  to  heavy  demands  for  old  debts,  contradled  by 
private  merchants  ;  we  have  placed  Englifh  fadors  and  tempor 
rary  refidents  on  a  footing  with  our  own  merchants.  We  have, 
in  fa<5V,  not  only  facrificed  our  neutral  commerce,  but  have  fore- 
clofed  ourfelves  from  ufing  thofe  means,  which  the  commercial 
refources  of  this  country  abundantly  furnifli  in  cafe  of  future 
emergencies. — The  truth  is,  we  have  given  up  all  and  gained  nothing  ; 
we  have  eftabllflied  a  pretended  legal  plea,  which  operates  jtift 
as  the  judges  fee  fit  to  ufe  it.  The  treaty  is  the  doom's -day -book  t 
by  which  we  are  judged,  and  its  terrors  are  denoimced  in  almoft 
every  tranfaftion  fince  its  adoption. 

The  fubjefi  is  fo  mortifying,  th^t  it  is  wounding  to  the  feelings 
of  an  American  to  contemplate  it  ;  yet,  as  it  has  produced  confc- 
quences  fo  fatal,  it  is  our  duty  to  lament  over  them,  even  though 
the  refleiflions  are  poignards  to  our  bofoms.  It  is  a  curfc  en- 
tailed on  us  and  our  children,  and  pofterity  will  execrate  its  re- 
membrance. 
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"  THE    RAINBOW,    AND    SC ALPING-KNIFE.*' 


A, 


-FTER  the  Britifh  treaty  was  read  in  the  Bofton  town-meet- 
ing, a  refpeftable  and  venerable  citizen  inquired  of  the  moderator, 
**  whether  that  was  the  whole  of  it  /"'  On  being  anfwered  in  the  af- 
firmative, he  made  this  fhrewd  reply  :  that  "  what  he  had  heard 
was  altogether  in  favour  of  the  Britijb,  and  he  was  in  hopes  of 
finding  fomething  in  favour  of  America" 

It  is  erpefled  that  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  report  to  Congrefs  on 
the  ftate  of  the  treafury,  will  give  2l  fpec'tfic Jlatemcnt  of  the  expenfes 
attending  the  Britifh  treaty  ;    how  much  money  has  been   appro- 
^y*iated,  and  how  much  expended.     We  fhould  be  glad  to  hear! 
particularly  the  iifue  of  Mr.  Gore's  embaffy.     He  went  to  Eng-' 
land  at  the  earlieft  period  of  the  treaty,  and  under  the  mod  fan-' 
guine  expedtation  of  fuccefs  ;    he  returned  to  America,  and  has ' 
made  a  fecond  voyage  on  this  important  bufmefs.     To  know  the 
real  bleffings  of  this  inftrument,  which  was  fo  ftrongly  advocated'' 
by  certain  individuals,  it  would  be  a  gratification  to  ftate  the  debt^ 
and  credit  on  this  whole  tranfaction.     If  there  has  been  any  benefit  * 
we  would  wifli  to  know  it  ;  if  the  balance  is  in  favour  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  if  the  merchants  have  received  any  compenfation^ 
adequate  to  the  advances  of  government,  we  fhall  readily  pay  the' 
moft  profound  refpeft  to  the  judgment  of  thofe  gentlemen.     Till' 
this  is  done,  every  citizen  has  a  right  to  judge  for  himfelf,  and  a' 
few  publications,  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Engli/hmen,  will  never 
perfuade  the  people  that  the  treaty  is  not,  piecifely,  what  the  ven- 
erable Samuel  Adams  declared  it  to  be,  i.  e.  "pregnant  with  evil.** 
The  political  forefight  of  this  aged  patriot  will  excite  the  plaudit 
of  the  hiftorian  ;  while  the  contraded,  defpicable  policy  of  its  ad- 
vocates will  equally  roufe  his  indignation. 

As  a  proof  of  its  deficiency  (as  it  refpetfts  the  anticipations  of 
th:  merchants)  we  need  only  refer  to  the  unfettled  ftate  of  their 
claims,  and  the  innumerable  captures  made  of  their  property 
iincc  its  adoption.  At  the  Old  South  Mecting-houfe,  the  friends 
wf  the  treaty  urged  its  adoption  as  the  immediate  remedy  for  their 
grievances  ;   give  us  the  treaty,  (faid  they)  and  you  give  us  our 
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money.  Thcy  placed  the  queftion,  not  as  it  related  to  a  national 
concern,  but  as  a  controverfy  between  the  merchants  of  America 
and  the  Britilh  government  ;  the  (reaty  and  their  demands  were  fo 
connected,  tint  they  eonfidered  the  oppofition  to  one,  equally  an 
oppofition  to  the  other.  When  they  had  obtained  the  vote, 
thcy  viewed  it  as  a  complete  clieck  on  the  bank  of  England  for 
the  full  amount  of  their  depredations,  and  the  huzzas  attending 
the  decifion  were  nearly  equivalent  to  "  golden  guineas"  from  the 
Exchequer. 

This  is  not  an  exaggerated  ftatemcnt  of  the  expe«Elatlons  of  tlie 
treaty-advocates,  as  I  accompanied  on  that  day  many  of  them  to 
the  Exchange  ;  and  their  mutual  congratulations  on  their  fuccefs, 
were  proofs  fufEcient  to  juftify  my  obfervations.  Nay,  fome  oi 
them  condefcended  to  fpeak  to  me  on  tlie  fubjcd,  and  wondered  that 
I  Ihould  be  fo  oppofed  to  their  interejl  ;  that  I  fhould  be  fo  cruel -a^ 
wilh  to  deprive  them  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  dollars,  which  th 
fhould  now  certainly  obtain.  I  could  not,  even  at  this  zenith  of 
exultation,  but  pity  their  folly  and  fmile  at  their  credulity. 

But  the  moft.  curious  part  of  this  farce,  was  xhcfublime  fpeech 
of  Mr.  Ames,  in  Congrefs.  He  rofe  in  that  auguft  aiTembly,  ap- 
parently under  all  tlie  infirmities  of  a  man  in  tl^e  laft  ftages  of  dif- 
folution  ;  he  introduced  his  obfervations  as  the  dying  legacy  of  a 
departing  patriot  ;  fatigued  and  almoft  expiring  under  the  weight 
of  his  obfervations,  he  was  obliged  to  ftop  at  proper  periods,  and 
renew  his  ftrength  by  tlie  afllftance  oi^fmelling-hottle.  Under  thefe 
impreflions  he  ran  tlirough  the  horrid  detail  of  "  Indian  fcalping- 
knives  ;"  he  portrayed  with  pathetic  energy,  the  defolation  of  our 
fields,  the  conflagrated  cities,  the  cries  of  frantic  motliers  and 
helplcfs  orphans.  He  almoft  Ihook  the  fun  in  its  ftationary  pofi- 
tion,  and  nearly  arrefted  the  moon  and  ftars  in  their  career  ;  after 
exhaufting  his  poetic  fire,  he  at  length  vented  his  pathos  on  tlie  rain- 
lozvy  whofe  tlioufand  tints  were  to  expire  under  the  agonizin;^ 
expulfion  of  the  Britifh  treaty.  Such  a  complication  of  natural 
dilbrders  to  arife  from  a  political  caufe,  were  unparalleled  in  the 
pages  of  hiftory.  No  wonder  that  the  citizens  were  alarmed  ; 
if  the  Britilh  treaty  convulfed  the  fyftem  of  nature,  we  cannot  be 
furprifcd  that  the  inhabitants  of  tlic  globe  were  interefted  in  its 
adoption.  If  the  fun  was  to  be  darkened,  and  the  moon  and  ftars 
were  not  to  Ihed  tlicir  light  :   if  Uic  rainbow  (the  aufpicious  har- 
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binger  of  Supreme  Benevolence)  was  to  lofc  its  radiancy,  the  con- 
fequences  were  too  fatal  to  be  fported  with  :  If  a  weak,  infirm ; 
man,  juft  tottering  over  the  grave,  thus  prognofticated  fuch  direfu 
events  from- the  rejeftion  of  the  treaty  ;  or,  like  a  fecond  Noali^( 
prepared  it  as  the  only  alternative  for  the  falvation  of  his  fellow^  | 
citizens,  the  folly  of  our  decifion  can  be  no  otherwife  apolorizei 
for,  than  the  credulity  attached  to  his  infallibility. 

But,  fellow-citizens,  at  this  age  of  reafon,  do  we  fuppofe  \hk 
luminaries  of  heaven  would  have  ftraycd  from  their  orbits  ?  D<J 
tve  apprehend  that  the  planetary  fyftetn  would  have  been  derang- 
ed in  its  revolution  ?  Do  we  think  that  the  milky  toay  would  have 
confounded  fts  brilliant  pavement  into  chaos  ?  Or  can  wc  fuppofe, 
that  the  rainboT^  would  have  turned  into  a  cloud  of  fmoke,  and 
all  the  variety  of  its  magnificent  texture  be  reduced  to  a  hu^e 
mafs  of  opaque  atoms  ? 

This  portrait  may  be  confidercd  as  a  ftrong  colouring  :  but  if 
We  revert  to  the  period  of  the  treaty,  we  fhall  find  it  perfedlly 
within  the  original.  As  a  proof  of  which,  read  Mr.  Ames's  fa- 
mous fpeech  ;  read  the  debates  in  the  Old-South  Meeting-Houfe  J 
recur  to  the  documents  of  that  day  in  the  Centinel  and  other  fed- 
eral papers  ;  and  tht)ugh  we  may  now  laugh  at  the  idea  thenfuggeff 
edy  yet  you  will  find  them  portrayed  in  all  the  publications  which 
advocated  the  adoption  of  the  treaty.  Our  judgment  was  not 
then  the  criterion  of  decifion,  but  our  fears,  and  a  ftrange  frenzy 
and  political  fanaticifm  pervaded  every  p&rt  of  the  community. 
If  a  man  talked  about  the  moon's  being  turned  into  blood,  or  thd 
rainbow  perverted  into  an  omen  of  terror,  we  were  led  to  adopt 
the  wildnefs  and  extravagance  of  his  fancy.  The  treaty  !  the 
treaty  !  was  all  the  cry,  and  none  were  even  Chrijiiansy  but  fuch 
as  admitted  its  efficacy  ;  the  pulpit,  on  many  occafions,  was  the 
ecclefiaftical  drum,  to  rally  difciples,  apoftles,  and  adherents.  In 
ftort,  the  ratification  was  fo  interefting,  that  circular-letters  were 
forwarded  to  be  read  after  divine  fervice. 

The  lYCZlj,  federal  gentlemen,  you  have  obtained  ;  the  republi- 
cans oppofed  it  ;  and  now,  firs,  it  is  your  duty  to  point  out  its  util- 
ity. You  faid  that  compenfation  would  be  made  for  Britifti  depre- 
dations ;  let  me  candidly  a(k  you,  whether  you  have  received  as 
much  as  you  expedled  ?  You  faid  that  our  commerce  would  be  more 
refpetfled  j  pleafe  to  tell  us  wherein.     Have  not  American  veffcis 
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been  taken  and  condemned  fmcc,  and  upon  as  unrcafonablc  picas 
as  before  ?  Have  not  our  failors  been  imprefTed  ?  Has  not  every 
impofition  been  equally  praflifed  in  the  Britifli  courts  of  admiralty  ? 
Tell  us,  feiUral  gentlemen,  what  remittances  Mr.  Gore  has  made 
you,  and  what  account  he  gives  of  his  embaflfy  ;  whether  he  is 
now  in  a  way  to  liquidate  your  claims,  and  whether  you  foon  cx- 
peft  him  with  bills  of  exchange,  for  the  detention  of  your  property  ? 
Let  us  know  what  advice  you  have  received  from  Mr.  King,  and 
whether  Pitt  and  Grenville  are  obliged  to  Mr.  Ames  for  fecuring 
the  luftrc  of  the  rainbow,  by  our  adopting  the  treaty  ? 

If  fuch  favourable  events  have  taken  place,  we  are  defirous  to 
know  them,  and  we  are  willing  to  participate  in  your  good  for- 
tune, by  reciprocating  our  congratulations.  But  believe  ma,  feder- 
al gentlemen,  when  I  tell  you  that  the  whole  is  a  delufion,  and  that 
you  will  find  a  party  has  deceived  you.  Time  will  convince 
you,  that  the  oppofers  of  tlie  treaty  have  been,  and  notu  are  your 
beft  friends.  Mr.  JeiTerfon's  and  Mr.  Madifon's  political  princi- 
ples would  have  helped  you,  but  a  junto  led  you  to  fpum  their 
proffered  fricndfliip.  If  you  do  not  get  compenfation,  you  mud 
blame  the  laft  adminiftration. 

I  did  propofe,  in  this  Number,  to  point  out  the  impofitions  on 
our  neutrality  by  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  but  finding  tliem  fo  innumera- 
ble, I  have  thought  beft:  to  call  on  its  advocates  to  declare  tJie 
commerciiU  benefits  they  fo  confidently  contemplated,  and  even 
pledged  tlicmfelves  would  arlfe.  If  they  are  filent  on  this  head, 
we  are  to  prcfume  they  have  never  realized  their  expeiftations,  that 
the  whole  was  a  feries  of  federal  deception,  and  folely  calculat- 
ed to  root  out,  by  means  of  agents  and  factors,  every  advantage  of 
commerce,  heretofore  enjoyed  by  our  citizens.  The  United 
States  have  been  at  a  vail  cxpenfe  to  fulfil  their  engagements, 
while  we  have  reafon  to  think  that  the  money  expended  has  been 
abforbcd  in  parade  and  diplomatic  ceremonies. 

I  would  not  fuggefl:  that  Mr.  Gore  and  others  have  not  done 
all  in  their  power  to  gain  the  five  millions  faid  to  be  captured  ; 
but  the  queftion  is,  what  proportion  of  this  fum  has  bonajidt  been 
received. 
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INTRICUES    OF    THE    JUNTO. 

jHl  LTHOUGH  the  fadlon  in  this  country  exclaim  agamfl:  the 
Ourcjvaticns  on  the  Britifh  treaty  (as  being  nnnecclfary  fince  its  adop- 
thn)  yet  the  tendency  of  its  operation-  ought  ever  to  be  held  up 
with  deteftation  and  abhorrence.  This  inftrument  has  been  the 
fatal  engine  to  dcftroy  every  benefit  contemplated  on  tlie  fuccefs 
of  our  revolution.  We  flattered  ourfelves  on  the  declaration  of 
our  independence,  that  our  commerce  would  not  hereafter  be 
controled  by  Britain  ;  we  then  denied  their  right  to  lay  even  a 
three-penny  duty  on  tea,  and  yet,  within  a  few  years  after,  have 
concluded  a  treaty  fubje<5ling  our  commercial  property  to  their 
dccifions.  We  are,  if  poffible,  in  a  worfe  fltuation  now  (as  it 
relates  to  their  marine  mand.itee)  than  when  we  were  colonies — 
we  then  foi^ght  for  our  commercial  rights,  and,  in  alliance  with 
France,  obtained  them  ;  but  we  have  fmce  furrendered  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  them,  through  the  medium  of  an  injudicious  and' 
impolitic  negociation. 

To  fay  that  we  ought  now  to  let  the  treaty  {lumber  in  filence^ 
or  that  it  is  an  oMJiory,  and  therefore  it  is  bcft  to 'drop  it,  are  fen- 
timenls  which  may  be  peculiarly  pkafuig  to  the  feelings  of  its 
authors  and  promoters,  but  "  the  people"  of  tlie  United  States, 
who  will  have  to  pay  thoufandsto  cancel  Britifli  demands,  fliould 
keep  it  in  remembrance,  while  the  "  tablet  of  their  m.cmory"  can 
retain  an  impreflion,  or  their  minds  are  fufceptible  of  indignation. 
It  is  fo  involved  in  our  political  and  commercial  concerns,  that 
its  mifchievous  properties  will  enfeeble  the  energy  and  vigour 
of  our  government.  It  palfics  our  exertions,  and  like  a  poifonous 
ingi-edient,  contaminates  the  vital  principles  of  our  political  and 
commercial  exiflence. 

To  fay  that  we  ought  to  forget  it,  is  to  fay,  that  we  ought  to 
forget  xhtfall  of  curjirjl  parents  ;  for  if  it  is  not  original Jin^  it  is 
aSual  tranjgrejjion. 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervatlon,  that  twb  of  the  greateft  revolution- 
ary charaifters  in  the  United  States  exprefled  their  difapprobation 
«f   the    Britifh  treaty,  nearly  in   fimilar  language  : — Prefident 


No.  XLVIT.  Intrigues  of  thi  Jutilo.  ■    ^         187 

Wafhington  fuid  it  "was  ^*  pregrunit  'whb  nd  Governpur 

Adams  declared  it  to  be  ^^ pregnant  loil.'j  .vus."     The  '      '        ^ 
WaOtington,  in  the  earlicil  Ibigcs  of  the  bufinefs,  was  ( ^  ^  '  ^ 

its  ratification  ;  but  iuch  were  the  exertions  and  machinations  of 
the  friends  to  Bi ilain,  that  we  have  realbn  to  think  this  great  and 
good  man  vas  deceived  into  the  meafure*  He  was  encompafled 
by  a  hoft  of  partizans  ;  though  their  importunities  were  preffing 
and  urgent,  yet  he  rcfufed  for  fome  time  his  alfent.  At  length, 
after  intercepting  a  letter  to  Mr.  Fauchet,  under  all  the  aggrava^ 
tion  which  their  almoft  blalled  hopes  excited,  tliey  inftillcd  into 
the  Prcfideut  a  fufpicion  and  rcfentment  which  led  him  to  fign  it  in 
a  hady  mar.ner.  It  is  generally  believed,  tliat  Prefidcnt  Wafh- 
ington would  never  have  confented  to  its  ratification  if  he  had 
been  left  folely  to  his  own  judgment  ;  but  the  whole  power  of 
the  party  was  bent  to  this  purpofe  ;  he  was  furrounded  with  fo 
formidable  a  phalanx,  that  he  mull  have  been  more  than  a  man  to 
have  withftood  their  combined  efforts.  They  rallied  round  hinj 
as  their  laft  defperate  hope,  and  by  intreaties,  deception  and  hy- 
pocrify,  it  is  ftrongly  fufpcflcd,  that  this  patriot  yielded,  tliough 
reluiflantly,  to  patronize  tliis  inftrument. 

The  foregoing  fuggeflions  may  be  conjedhiral,  but  it  has  been 
obferved  by  many  who  vifited  General  Wafliington  after  his  re- 
tirement, that  he  declined  converfing  on  all  politcal  fubjeds,  and 
that  he  appeared  wholly  difpofed  for  folitude  and  retirement. — 
The  hijl  tvlll  of  the  General  is  a  prefumptive  evidence  of  his  difap. 
probation  of  the  treaty  ;  for,  though  the  integrity  of  his  mind 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  violate  it,  after  it  was  ratified,  yet  he  fcem- 
ed  to  dread  the  expofure  of  his  fuccelTor  to  tlie  intrigues  of  a  par- 
ty, in  future  diplomatic  proceedings  of  a  fimilar  nature.  The 
fcntimcnts  he  advanced  in  that  inftrument,  were  in  many  inftances 
in  oppofition  to  the  treaty,  as  the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  were  in  his  opinion  folely  dependant  on  their  own  na- 
tional energies,  unfliackled  by  any  foreign  interference  to  control 
their  political  or  commercial  tranfaiflions.  If  he  was  thus  againfl; 
any  connexion  which  tended  to  weaken  this  ftrength,  it  is  a  (Irong 
prefumption  that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  the  Britifli  treaty. 

"77'<?  conclufion  of  this  •whole  matter  m," — a  pretended  federal  par- 
ty have,  by  various  means,  inticed  fome  to  accede  to  their  in- 
triguing fchemes,  to  bring  this  country  into  an  alliance  offenfivc 
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and  defenfive  with  Britain,  and  thereby  aid  them  in  tiieir  proje(5ls 
againft  France.  They  have  exaggerated  every  tranfaftion  of  the 
French,  and  extenuated  every  aftion  of  the  Britifh  ;  they  have  af-  ^ 
fumed  the  garb  of  federal ifm,  and  been  foremoft  to  refentthe  con-' 
duft  of  the  French,  and  to  footh  the  paffions  as  it  refpeded  the  Eng 
lifh  ;  they  pretended  tliat  the  Englifli  government  was  friendly  \6 
our  commerce  and  independence,  and  often  exprefled  a  concern 
for  our  happinefs  and  profperity.  They  were  ever  bufy  in  our 
town-meetings,  *foreraoll  on  all  public  occafions,  and  when  die 
COCKADE  was  the  emblem  of  federalifm,  generally  difplayed  a 
much  larger  fignal  than  their  brethien  of  this  blach  order.  Eut 
can  any  man  fuppofe  that  fuch  men  were  really  friendly  to  the 
freedom,  fovereignty  and  independence  of  America?  Can  we  fup- 
pofe that  fuch  men  were  fmcere  in  their  attachment  to  General -m^I 
Wafhington  ?  Is  it  probable  that  all  their  former  prejudice  again^^^B 
him,  as  the  commander  of  our  army  had  fubfided  ?  that  they  liad 
become  rsal  Amer'icam,  when  many  of  them  were  receiving  pay 
from  the  Britifh  government,  as  oppofers  of  our  revolution  ?  Can 
any  man  think,  that  the  whole  body  of  refugees  had  been  convert- 
ed to  the  caufe  of  American  independence,  and  that  they  viewed 
their  confifcated  eftates  as  lawful  facrifices  for  its  obtainment  ? 
Could  Prefidcnt  Adams,  when  efcorted  through  the  country,  or 
into  Bofton,  confole  himfelf  with  a  confidence  in  their  integrity, 
when  fuch  a  large  number  of  the  retinue  were  formerly  his  mofi 
implacable  perfecutors  ?  Adams  and  a  body  of  torics  were  an 
unnatural  afibciation  ?  they  might  cry  hofanna,  or  even  ftrew  the 
way  with  palm  trees,  yet  when  it  was  in  their  power  they  would 
carry  him  out  of  the  city  and  crucify  him  ;  they  might  drink  his 
health  in  bumpers,  but,  like  Judas,  they  would  betray  him  under 
the  courtly,  falutation  of  a  kifs.  I'his  difplay  of  frierdfhip  wa^ 
never  fmcere ;  but  was  intended  as  a  lure  to  facriflce  him  ^ft?r 
they  had  obtained  his  confidence  and  efteem. 

This  deceptive  condu(5t,  on  their  part,  has  been  amply  fhewn  in 
the  late  eleflion  for  Prefidcnt.  Mr.  Adams's  pretended  friends 
■were  planning  his  overthrow,  even  while  they  were  exalting  his  po- 
litical reputation.  Some  who  were  apparently  the  mofl  zealous  in 
his  favour,  were  in  league  with  thofe  who  were  infidioufly  under- 
mining his  popularity.  Thefe  fame  men  would  entertain  Hamil- 
ton and  eulogize  his  virtues,  when  at  the  fame  time  they  knew  his 
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dcfigiis  to  turn  out  Adams  and  introduce  Pinckncy  to  the  prefi- 
dency.  It  is  fuprifing  how  Mr.  Adams  fljould  be  deceived  in  fuch 
characters,  when  he  had  luch  conftant  evidences  of  their  attach- 
ment to  a  man  who  had  calumniated  him  in  epithets  the  mod  de- 
grading. If  the  charges  of  Hamilton  were  true,  the  hyj^ocrify  o( 
this  party  was  the  more  glaring  ;  if  they  were  falfe,  the  infult  was 
doubly  aggravating  to  Mr.  Adams — and  yet  amidft  this  inconfill- 
ency,  Mr.  Adams  appeared  totally  unapprehenfiye  of  their  defigns, 
but  in  the  lafl  flages  of  his  adminiltration  appointfd  a  great  pro- 
portion of  thefe  perfons  to  important  offices.  They  may  thank 
him  for  his  civility  to  them,  but  even  this  kindnefs  would  not  fc- 
curc  their  afFedion  to  him. 

Thus,  fellow-citizens,  have  our  patriots  been  deceived  by  a 
faftion,  and  by  others  well  known  by  the  appellation  of  an  "  J^Jpx 
junto,"  who  have  induftrioufly  pui-fued  their  plans,  by  claiming  die 
prerogative  of  exclufive  federalifts.  Wafhington  we  have  reafon 
to  think  difcovered  their  plots  when  it  was  too  late  to  defeat  them. 
His  /njl  will  is  a  legacy  which  ought  to  accompany  Prefident  Jeflcr- 
fon's  tnatigural  fpeech.  In  that  inllrumcnt  he  fpeaks  like  himfelf, 
uncontroled  by  any  intriguing  intruders.  It  is  his  de  ^  ih-bed  ad- 
monition, when  no  furrounding  minions  and  hypocrites  difturbed 
his  mind.  It  is  an  appeal  to  God,  and  his  confcience,  and  net  in- 
tended to  be  made  public,  till  he  was  in  the  fruition  of  heavenly 
happincfs. 

It  is  a  melancholy  refledtion  that  the  arts  of  this  fadion  have 
fo  far  involved  our  country  in  difliculties.  They  have  tarnifhed 
the  fame  of  many  refpeiftable  patriots.  But  we  truft  in  that 
Being  who  often  relieved  us  when  in  trouble,  and  wc  confole  our- 
ielves  that  he  has  raifed  a  JcfTerfon,  who  like  Joflma  will  condu»fl 
us  to  the  promifed  land. 
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THE    FOLLY    OF    CLERICAL    ALARMS^    OR    THE    PLOTS 
DISCOVERED  !  I 

X  HE  various  means  ufed  to  effcft  fuch  purpofes,  as  would  af^ 
^ft  the  faiition  in  their  defigns  to  involve  this  country  in  a  war  with 
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FrancBy  are  too  numerous  to  be  particularly  recited  at  this  period. 
Their  aim  v/as  not  confined  merely  to  this  objed,  but  every  mea- 
flire  was  taken  to  raife  a  jealoufy  againft  certain  republican 
charadlers  who  oppofed  their  condud.  For  this  purpofe  the 
public  mind  was  conftan^ly  alarmed  upon  the  idea  of  an  invafion 
from  France.  Confpiracies  Avere  daily  announced  ;  .tailor^plots, 
tub-plf>ts,  and  even  lady-plots,  followed  in  rapid  fucceflion.  Mr. 
Harper  went  fo  far  as  to  pledge  himfelf  on  the  difcovery  of  fome 
terrific  plan,  which  had  nearly  arrived  to  a  completion  ;  he  faid 
in  Congrefs,  that  he  had  the  "  clues,"  and  promifed  foon  ti 
difclofe  all  the  rayfteries  of  a  treafonable  combination.  Th 
party  went  on  from  one  fpecies  of  alarm  to  another,  till  at  length 
the  cry  of  danger  became  fo  familiar,  that  the  people  confidered 
it  as  the  mere  chimera  of  a  diftempered  brain.  Finding  thefe 
projefts  would  not  anfwer  tlieir  purpofes,  recourfe  was  at  length 
had  to  tlie  all-powerful  weapon  of  religion.  This  facred  caufe  was 
brought  into  opera tien  ;  the  people  were  told,  that  all  honour, 
honefty  and  morality  were  to  be  annihilated  ;  that  deifm,  atheifm 
and  impiety  of  every  kind  were  to  predominate  ;  and  to  favour 
the  deception,  a  few  clergymen  conjured  up  the  exploded  publi- 
pations  of  Robifon  and  Barruel,  to  forward  their  fyftem  of  fanat- 
icifm.  The  illuminaii  was  the  'watcb-word  of  the  party  ;  but  the 
principal  light  arifmg  from  the  fubjed,  ferved  only  to  make  z 
certain  Reverend  Dodor  appear  more  confpicuoufly  ridiculous. 
Sermons  were  publiflicd  on  this  occafion,  and  marginal  notes 
introduced,  with  the  horrid  flory  of  a  defperate  combination  iri 
Europe  and  America  to  overturn  all  that  is  called  godly. 

The  illuminati-influenza  lafled  about  eighteen  menths,  and 
at  length  expired  with  a  few  ftrugglcs,  under  the  injudicious 
management  of  this  clerical  operator. — Thus  have  this  party  run 
through  the  feveral  parts  of  their  political  drama,  and  now  are 
brought  to  their  nc  plus  ultra,  which  is,  that  the  Prefident  is  an 
hrftdel,  and  does  not  believe  in  }he  Chriflian  religion. 

This  is  the  only  ground  on  which  the  party  now  Hand,  and 
while  they  think  the  people  believe  them,  they  take  tlie  greater 
liberty  in  their  calumny  and  detradion  ;  they  alternately  call  him 
deill,  infidel,  and  atheiil ;  they  reprefent  him  as  having  a  defign 
upon  the  religious  efl:abli{hments  of  our  country,  and  fome  are  fo 
foolifli  as  to  believe,  tl^at  all  the  meetin^-houfes  will  foon  be  razed, 
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the  miniftcrs  difcarded,  and  carnage  and  plunder  become  tlie 
"  order  of  the  d<iy" 

At  this  enlightened  age,  it  is  almoft  an  affronc  upon  the  good 
fenfe  of  tlic  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  reply  to  the  many 
abfurdities  written  againft  tlic  Prcfident  on  this  fuhjed.  If  Mr. 
Jcfferfon  is  deftitute  of  thofe  virtues  -which  conftitute  a  Chriftian, 
or  a  citizen,  where  is  the  man  who  is  pofTclTod  of  them  ?  If  hon- 
efty,  integrity,  forbearance,  humanity,  benevolence  and  patrioiifm 
are  the  prominent  features  which  defignate  a  Chriftian,  certainly 
no  man  within  die  United  States  ftands  more  confpicuoufly  em- 
inent. So  far  from  Iiaving  uo  religion,  he  is  a  friend  to  all  ;  and 
inftead  of  contra(5ting  its  influence,  he  is  defirou"5  of  giving  every 
citizen  a  right  to  woifhip  God  in  his  ovm  way  ;  he  is  not  a  per- 
fecutor  of  any  fetfl  ;  he  is  not  a  defamer  of  any  particular  mode 
of  worfliip  ;  he  is  not  a  fanatic,  to  fcourge  thofe  who  do  not  believe 
in  his  tenets  ;  he  leaves  every  confcience  to  its  own  bias,  and 
inftead  of  controling  men  as  the  arbiter  of  revelation,  he  is 
anxious  to  place  the  adoration  of  the  Supreme  Being  and  hi* 
attributes,  on  that  bafis  of  the  human  mind,  en  wliich  alone  it 
can  or  ought  to  be  cretfled. 

If  this  is  the  charaiflcr  of  the  Prcfident,  why  is  he  attacked 
with  fuch  feverity  and  indecency  ?  Why  is  he  held  up  as  the 
fuivcrter  of  religion  when  he  gives  fuch  ample  fcope  to  every 
principle  connefted  with  its  eftablilTiment  ?  If  he  injures  no  man 
m  his  religion,  why  fhould  others  injure  him  in  his  reputation  ?  if 
he  is  an  immoral  man,  point  out  his  immoralities  ;  if  he  is  defti- 
tute of  the  Chriftian  virtues,  let  them  be  fpecified  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  the  people  may  judge  of  his  criminality  ;  if  he  ha^  deftroyed 
any  houfes  of  worfhip,  or  difturbed  any  pious  alFcmbly,  let  tlic 
circumftances  be  related  ;  if  he  is  profane,  let  the  inftanccs 
appear.  Tliis  mode  of  procedure  would  be  candid  ;  but  to 
defame  the  chief  magiftrate  under  the  vague  appcllat'ons  of  deifly 
atheift,  and  infidel,  is  unbecoming  the  charaAcr  cither  of  a  Chrift- 
ian, gentleman,  or  citizen. 

If  fome  of  the  clergy  are  oppofcd  to  htm,  it  would  be  more 
honourable  to  date  their  charges.  If  he  has  violated  the  laws 
of  fociety,  why  do  they  not  come  forward  in  an  explicit  manner, 
and  give  the  public  a  narrative  of  the  whole  tranfa(5Hon  ?  This 
line  of  condutfl  would  appear  more  manly  tJian  to  attempt  to 
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weaken  the  confidence  of  the  citizens  in  his  admlniftration  by 
invidious  furmifes. 

The  conda<fl  of  Mr.  JefFerfon  through  life  has  been  peculiarly 
amiable  :  His  writings  are  fraught  witli  benevolence,  and  folely 
intended  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  mankind,  and  to  lead  them 
to  an  improvement  of  all  tliofe  faculties  with  which  heaven  has 
blelfed  the  human  fpecies.  His  characfter,  in  Europe,  flands  in 
the  moft  elevated  pofition,  and  it  is  degrading  to  our  country  to 
find  men,  who  affume  the  reputation  of  "  the  learned,"  demeaii 
themfelves  by  fuch  grofs  reflections  as  are  daily  publifhcd  in  the 
Palladium,  Centinel,  and  other  papers. 

If  the  clergy  are  alarmed  at  the  decay  of  religion,  can  it  have 
any  falutary  effeft  to  reprefent  Mr.  JefFerfon  as  the  oppofer  of  the 
chriftian  fyftem  ?  Will  it  perfuade  people  to  embrace  the  gofpel, 
by  telling  them  that  Mr.  Jefferfon  rejedts  it  ?  It  rather  appears  to 
me,  that  it  has  a  contrary  tendency — no  man  will  helie'ue  merely 
becaufe  Mr.  Jefferfon  dijbelteves.  His  character  as  Tifcholar,  ph'ihfo- 
pher,  and  reofonery  gives  him  a  reputation  too  high  to  be  made  the 
negative  of  a  principle,  either  of  religion  or  any  other  fubj eel.  If 
the  people  are  told,  tliat  the  Prefident  does  not  believe  the  Chrif- 
tian religion,  it  may  lead  many  to  conclude,  that  he  knoivs  more 
than  they,  and  that  he  has  good  reafcns  for  his  difbelief.  This  kind 
of  argument  may  be  fatisfaiStory  to  feme,  and  thus,  inftead  of  help- 
ing the  caufe  of  religion,  it  may  have  a  very  unfalutary  effcft.  The 
clergy  in  this  particular  are  doing  an  injury  to  the  caufe  they  are 
attempting  to  fuppbrt,  and  it  is  the  height  of  folly  to  expeft  to  gain 
profelytcs  by  propagating  with  fo  much  avidity  the  infidelity  of 
Mr.  JefFerfon. 

As  Prefident  of  the  United  States^  he  is  not  called  on  to  make 
a  declaration  of  his  religious  creed  ;  if  he  was,  I  am  perfuaded  the 
moft  orthodox  would  not  condemn  it.  General  Wafhington  was 
peculiarly  careful  in  this  particular  ;  among  the  variety  of  his 
publications  we  find  but  little  to  lead  us  to  a-conclufion  of  his  re- 
ligious tenets  ;  and  as  the  conftitution  does  not  even  fuggeft  any 
TEST  of  this  kind,  it  is  proper  that  the  Prefident  fhould  not  bring 
himfelf  forward  in  any  point  of  view  on  this  ground.  He  is  not 
called  on  to  adminifter  any  religious  ordinances,  and  while  he 
intermeddles  with  no  particular  feft,  and  promotes  die  rights  of 
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all,  neither  the  clergy  nor  other  individuals  have  a  right  to  cenfurc 
him  for  his  own  fentiments. 

Suppofe  the  Prefident  fliould  make  a  declaration  of  his  firm 
perfuafion  of  the  truth  of  tlie  gofpel,  ftili  a  difficulty  would  remain 
among  his  oppofers  as  to  the  particular  tenets  he  maintained  ;  fome 
would  fay,  that  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  others  that  he  was  an 
Armenian  ;  fome  a  Calvinift — in  fhort,  Socinians,  Quakers,  Bap- 
tifts,  Univerfalifts,  Swedenbourgians,  and  Sandemanians,  would  be 
clamorous  to  know  to  tvhat  dodrine  he  adhered.  His  declaration, 
therefore,  as  to  his  belief  in  the  Scriptures,  would  not  remedy  the 
evil,  for  points  of  faitli  are  as  often  contended  for,  as  the  avowal  of 
a  general  principle.  If  religion  is  to  be  brought  forward  in  this 
controverfy,  the  Prefident  is  perfedly  right  in  keeping  his  creed  te 
himfclf. 

But  why  is  this  apprehenfiort  excited,  th«t  Mr.  Jcfferfon  is  op- 
pofed  to  the  Chriftian  fyftem  ?  No  part  of  his  adminiftration  has 
had  the  mod  dillant  tendency  to  ii^ure  it  ;  fince  his  elci^ion  "  all 
things  remain  as  they  were"  as  it  relates  to  the  church  ;  we  go  to 
meeting  with  as  much  order  as  ufual,  and  return  home  without 
the  leaft  moleftation  ;  our  fabbaths  arc  equally  hallowed  ;  ihtjirjl 
VLTidfccoml  bells  ring  with  as  much  folemnity  and  regularity  as  for- 
merly ;  we  baptize  our  children  with  as  much  reverence  as  ever  ; 
the  clergy  are  as  much  refpefted,  as  well  paid,  dine  cut  as 
frequently,  and  in  mod  inftances  frolic  as  often  as  under  the  late  ad- 
miniftration ;  ordinations  are  announced  in  our  papers  with  their 
ufual  reverence,  and  there  is  as  much  good  cheer  on  fuch  occailons  as 
in  days  of  old.  Where  tlien  is  the  mifchitf  ?  Where  the  danger, 
when  nothing  has  taken  place  to  difcompofe  the  moft  devout  in 
tlieir  religious  exercifes  ?  If  we  are  difpofed  to  religious  duties,  Mr. 
J«fferfon  will  not  difturb  us  ;  only  let  tlie  clergy  mind  tlieir  bufi- 
nefs,  and  I  doubt  not  he  will  mind  his.  If  fome  of  them  do  not 
choofe  to  pray  for  hiu,  it  would  be  decent  not  to  bray  at  him.  The 
bleffings  of  Providence  are  not  partial,  and  though  the  enemies  of 
the  Prefident  may  not  think  proper  to  remember  him  at  the  Throne 
of  Grace,  yet  wc  truft  he  is  not  dependant  on  their  clemency, 
(though  clothed  in  facerdotals)  but  on  the  benevolence  of  tlic 
Supreme  Being.  To  him  we  commit  him,  ai^iij:  dac»  not  require 
Aa 
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the  benedi(Sion  of  his  adverfaries  to  fecure  him  a  continuance  in 
His  holy  keeping. 

While  fpeaking  of  the  clergy,  I  do  not  mean  to  include  the 
•whole  order,  as  being  thus  oppofed  to  the  Pretident  ;  a  large  propor- 
tion of  tli£m,  I  am  perfuaded,  reprobate  the  indecent  publications 
which  have  appeared  agalnfl:  him.  As  an  order  in  fociety  I  fhall 
ever  refpedl  them  ;  but  there  are  a  few  who  have  adled  a  part, 
which  upon  ferious  refledion  they  cannot  juflify  to  God,  nor  their 
own  confciences.  If  fuch  men  would  be  more  c'ircumfpe8  in  their 
own  conduct  and  attend  more  to  the  duties  of  their  own  profeflion, 
the  caufe  of  religion  would  be  more  effectually  fupported,  than  by 
their  calumny  againfl  the  Piefident.  When  he  is  as  inattentive  to 
his  duty  as  Prejident,  as  they  are  as  clergymen,  it  will  be  time  for  the 
people  to  find  fault..  Mr.  Jefferfon  never  gave  fuch  a  ftrong  evi- 
dence of  his  difbelief  in  fcripture  as  they  have  of  the  negligence  of 
their  parijb  ;  and  if  they  are  ferious  to  propagate  the  gofpel,  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  zdi  more  confiftent  with  its  principles.  The 
Geography  of  this  world  is  not  the  "  one  thing  needful,"  neither  are 
the  "  graces"  of  Chejlerfield,  an  appropriate  ftudy  for  a  clergyman  ; 
lefs  attention,  therefore,  to  fublunary  concerns,  and  more  to  heav- 
enly, are  highly  becoming  a  chriftian  teacher.  While  fuch  men 
are  charging  the  Prefident  witli  infidelity,  they  fiiould  examine 
their  own  condudt,  and  poflibly,  upon  refleftion,  they  would  find 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  could  not  be  better  fpent,  than  in  cor- 
refting  their  former  imprudencles. 


No.  XLIX. 

ON     THANKSGIVING. 
**//  is  the  Lord'j  doings 

X  HE  benevolence  of  Providence,  in  Its  various  difpenfations 
towards  this  country,  is  a  fubjeft  which  ought  ever  to  excite  the 
ferious  contemplation  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  From 
the  firfl  fettlement  of  America,  the  kind  hand  of  heaven  has  direft- 
cd  us  in  the  way  in  wluch  we  ftiould  go.  Next  to  die  chofen  nation^ 
America  (laads  tlie  peculiar  care  of  the  SurKiMS  ££i»c>  «iQd  if 
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miracles  have  not  been  wrought  in  her  favour,  yet  the  interpofition 
of  the  Almighty  has  been  fo  often  difplayed,  that  we  muft  be  loft 
to  every  rational  refle<flion  not  to  acknowledge  his  bciygnity  fmd 
fuperintendance. 

On  this  day,  citizens  of  MaflTachufetts,  we  are  requefted  to  ac- 
knowledge with  thanLfulnefsy  the  kindnefs  and  prote^ion  of  him, 
who  governs  the  world,  and  who  fo  accurately  adjufts  its  various 
operations,  as  to  produce  "  feed-time  and  harveft,  fummer  and 
winter.'*  JJy  His  goodnefs,  we  are  fumiftied  with  all  thofe  com- 
forts which  render  exiftence  happy,  and  which  confole  us  under 
every  trouble  and  misfortune,  incident  to  human  life.  This  year, 
in  a  particular  manner,  may  we  exultingly  fay,  "  that  the  fig-tree 
has  blofFomed,  .ind  that  fruit  has  been  in  our  vines  ;  that  the 
labour  of  the  olive  has  not  failed,  and  that  the  fields  have  yielded 
their  meat  ;  tliat  our  flocks  have  not  been  cut  off  from  the  fold, 
and  that  there  has  been  an  abundance  of  herd  in  the  ftalls.'* 
While  contemplating  thefe  blefllngs,  may  we  all  thankfully  rc- 
Iponfe, — we  will  "  rejoice  In  the  Lord,  and  joy  in  the  God  of  our 
lalvation." 

While  we  adore  the  Supreme  Being  for  granting  us  thofe 
fpecial  bounties  of  his  benevolence,  may  we  be  led  to  contemplate 
his  mercies,  as  they  refpedl  our  national  happinefs.  That  this  coun- 
try has  been  expofed  to  the  diftrefling  confequences  of  war,  we 
have  proofs  of  the  moft  authentic  na.ture.  Mr.  Tracy,  in  Cong^efs, 
urged  "  a  war  of  extermination  ;"  the  queftlon  of  war  was  folemnly 
debated  in  that  auguft  aflembly  ;  the  young  men  were  called  on 
to  place  themfelves  in  an  hoftile  attitude,  and  artificial  means 
were  ufed  to  make  their  "  hlood boil"  to  invigorate  their  prowefs. 
The  tory  party  were  aflive  throughout  the  Union,  to  kindle  the 
torch  of  Mars,  and  every  incentive  which  could  roufe  the  pafllons, 
was  applied,  with  the  moft  artful  addrefs,  to  bring  America  into 
an  open  ruptnre  with  the  French  nation.  An  Orator  in  Bofton 
vaunted  in  his  heroifm,  and  under  the  fmoke  of  public  infatuation, 
and  inflated  with  his  own  vanity,  declared,  in  his  oration,  that 
"peace  muji  be  obtained  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  P*  This  was  the 
"  fpirit  of  the  times"  at  the  day  of  federal  fanaticifm.  If  a  pru- 
dent man  paufed  at  the  adoption  of  fuch  violent  meafurcs,  he  was 
cried  down  as  a  jacobin.  The  tones  completely  aflumed  the 
whig  ground  j  they  rejoiced  at  the  profpcft  of  involving  the  Unit* 
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ed  States  in  a  war  with  France,  and  connedling  them  in  an  alliancei 
with  England. 

But,  it  is  the  Lord's  doing,  that  we  were  not  plunged  into  that 
dreadful  vortex,  which  fuch  meafures  would  have  quickly  hurried 
us.  Suppofe  Mr.  Tracy's  "  war  of  extermination"  had  been, 
adopted,  or  the  tferoic  lawyer's  propofition,  for  "  peace  at  the  poit 
of  the  bayonet"  had  been  acceded  to,  what  would  have  been  ouf ' 
prefent  fituation  ?  Inftead  of  rejoicing,  we  fhould  have  to  mourn ; 
inftead  o£  a.  thankjgiwng-dayy  "wq  {hould  have  been  obliged,  (from 
the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe)  to  fet  apart  this  day  for  **  fafling, 
humiliation,  and  prayer." 

**  ^  war  of  extermination  .'"  gracious  heaven  !  Five  millions 
of  Americans  at  war  with  thirty  millions  of  Frenchmen  !  !  Not 
only  fo,  but  probably  with  all  the  European  powers  in  alliance 
with  that  nation. — "  A  peace  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  .'"  dreadful 
alternative  !  that  the  flaughter  on  fuch  a  preliminary  fhould  be 
the  fine  qua  non  of  our  public  quietude.  How  infatuated  muft 
fuch  men  have  been,  to  place  America  in  fo  barbarous  a  pofiticn — 
five  millions  of  people  to  demand  the  blood  of  thirty  millions  ! 
How  defperate  muft  have  been  our  condition,  that  the  whole 
nation  of  France  muft  atone  for  our  refentment. 

In  this  conteft,  what  muft  have  been  the  fate  of  the  United 
States  ?  After  France  had  made  peace  with  England,  we  aloi^ 
muft  have  met  thejn,  confoMated  in  all  their  energies  ?  If  Britain 
was  alarmed  at  their  invafion,  what  muft  have  been  our  apprehen- 
fions  ?  If  the  "  wooden  walls  of  England"  were  not  a  fecurity, 
what  could  we  expeft  from  the  few  bulwarks  we  pould  oppofe  to 
their  incurfions  ?  Admit  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  have  defended  themfelves  on  their  fhores,  yet  the  horrid 
carnage  that  muft  have  enfued  chills  the  blood  of  the  humane  cit- 
izen to  contemplate.  If  we  are  equal  to  every  alfault  from 
abroad,  yet  the  folly  of  thofe  who  were  defirous  to  pl\mge  us  intQ 
*'  a  war  of  extermination,"  or  to  make  "  peace  at  the  point  of  ths 
bayonet,"  muft  be  evident  to  every  refle<Sing  mind. 

Under  the  fanatic  impulfe  of  thefe  times,  none  but  the  Supreme 
Being  could  prevent  the  dreadful  calamity.  It  was  "  the  Lord's 
ribw^,"  that  we  were  thus  faved  from  the  horrid  cataftroplie 
of  a  war  with  France  ;  "  if  the  Lord  had  not  been  on  ourfidt,"  we 
niay   now  fay,  we  fliould  have  been  fixnoundcd  with  dangers 
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and  diftiefies  from  which  we  could  not  have  been  ertricatcd  with. 
out  the  greateil  difficulty.  HE  Las  appeared  for  our  relief;  HE 
has  fruilratcd  the  defigns  of  our  enemies,  and  rendered  their 
machinations  of  no  efFed:.     Mr.  Tracjr  was  a  rcprcf;  '"      i 

Connecticut,  but  we  hope  the  reilg'tous  fttitments  of  h- 
will  not  jutlify  him  in  his  favage  ferocity.  Would  nothing  Ihort 
of  the  extermination  of  thirty  millions  of  tlie  human  Ipccies  fatibfy 
his  fanguinary  difpofition  ?  Mufl  the  blood  of  a  whole  nation  be 
Ihed  to  appeafc  his  vindidive  indignation  ?  If  France  had  dis- 
played the  fame  temper,  and  called  for  the  extermination  of  every 
j^merican,  what  muft  have  been  the  confequences  of  fo  terrible  a 
conflift  ?  Or  if  the  patuerful  Bonaparte  had  affumcd  the  diftato- 
rial  language  of  the  Bofton  Orator,  that  **  peace  with  America 
n;u{l  be  made  at  the  point  of  the  fwordr"  how  affliding  would 
have  been  the  controverfy  to  decide  the  principles  of  an  amicable 
negociation  i  Such  ignorance  exhibited  in  Congrefs,  and  fuch 
folly  in  a  Bofton  town-meeting,  by  men  whofe  malignity  of  heart 
was  the  only  criterion  of  their  judgment,  are  expreffive  of  the  rage 
of  party, 'and  evince  the  dreadful  precipice,  on  the  brink  of  which, 
the  fate  of  America  was  fufpended.  The  violence  of  the  political 
agitation,  urged  on  by  the  frenzy  of  a  faction,  placed  our  country 
jn  the  mod  critical  attitude.  The  crifis  was  important,  and 
notliing  fhort  of  the  interpofition  of  Providence  flopped  us  in  cur 
career  to  pafs  the  Rubicon,  commence  the  horrid  carnage  of  ei- 
temiinating  war,  and  make  a  "  peace  at  the  point  of  the 
fword." 

But,  ti;auk  heaven,  "  the  fnare  is  broken  and  we  have  efcap- 
«d"  ;  the  annual  tribute  of  praife  is  now  due  to  thht  Being,  by 
whofo  goodnefs  we  have  been  preferved.  With  thankful  hearts, 
we  offer  Him  our  unfeigned  love  and  adoration,  for  the  bleffings 
we  have  experienced  the  paft  year  ;  and  though  the  dcllroying 
angel  has  fwept  away  many  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  other  States, 
yet  we  have  flill  the  grcateft  rcafon  to  exalt,  and  magnify  His 
name. 

This  anniverfary  pleads  flrongly  in  favour  of  Peace,  and 
every  focial  circle  is  a  manifefto  of  the  blcfUngs  arifing  from  it. 
See  the  venerable  parent  furroundcd  with  his  numerous  family, 
while  joy,  health  aad  plenty  crown  tlie  feltivc  pojad  ;  the  fprightly 
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amufements,  the  friendly  converfdtion,  the  pleafmg  harmony  and 
reciprocal  congratulation, — all,  all  proclaim,  that  the  melodious 
accents  of  peace  are  more  defirable  than  the  hoarfe  clarion  of 
war.  Let  the  mind  for  a  moment  contemplate  the  reverie  of 
this  enchanting  fcene — inftead  of  the  focial  circle,  let  us  introduce 
tjie  mourning  y/idow  and  fatherlefs  children,  deploring  the  lofs 
of  a  hufband  and  parent,  fallen  at  "  the  point  of  the  fivord" — in- 
ftead of  the  pleaung  endearments  of  domeftic  conviviality,  let 
the  horrid  tale  of  conflagration,  {laughter  and  death  (the  dread- 
ful attendants  of  a  "  war  of  extermination" )  become  the  topic  of 
converfation — inftead  of  the  infant,  prattling  on  the  knee  of  a  fond 
parent,  let  us  portray  the  lifping  babe  mingling  its  tears  with  the 
difconfolate  mother.  Thefe  are  but  the  faint  outlines  of  the  dif- 
treffing  pifture. 

Here  fancy  intrudes  her  fuggeftions.  During  the  fanguinary 
period  of  war,  we  might  obfcrve  the  pampered  contraftor,  whofe 
per  centum  ftands  in  competition  with  the  bappinefs  of  his  country 
— the  unprincipled  fpeculator,  who  is  living  on  the  injuries  of  an 
unfortunate  foldier  ;  a  clan  of  favoured  fycophants,  who  to  obtain 
employment,  would  facrifice  every  principle  of  honour  and  honef- 
ty  ;  a  group  of  myrmidons,  who  under  pretence  of  fupporting 
government,  would  offer  themfelves  as  tools  to  enflave  their  fellow- 
citizens  ;  a  junto  of  proud  officiates,  who>  rioting  on  the  emolu- 
ments of  their  appointments,  would,  if  pofllble,  overthrow  the  con- 
ftitution,  if  there  Ihould  be  virtue  enough  in  the  Prefident  to  dif- 
place  them.  Such  circles  might  experience  the  benign  efficacy  of 
war  ;  and  while  the  induftrious  body  of  the  people  were  groaning 
under  the  wetght  of  taxes,  the  feftive  board  of  fuch  gluttons  might 
refound  with  fongs  of  mirth,  in  adoration  of  their  patron. 

As  men  and  citizens,  our  devotion  on  this  day  naturally  em- 
brace the  fuperintendance  of  Providence.  Under  this  impreffion, 
it  is  our  duty  to  approach  the  altar  with  every  expreffion  of  grati- 
tude ;  no  party  fpirit  ought  to  difturb  that  chriftian  tranquillity, 
which  fhould  diftinguifli  its  profeffbrs.  The  pulpit,  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  fhould  not  become  as  terrible  as  Mount  Sinai,  but  be  ufed  as 
tlie  medium  through  which  die  difcordant  paffions  fhould  be  al- 
layed ;  charity  towards  each  other,  on  religious  points,  fhould  be 
ex^rcifed  ;  no  cenfure  fhould  be  call  on  a  filler  llate  for  their  reli» 
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gious  fcruples  ;  abufive  epithets  fhould  be  avoided  ;  union  inculcat* 
ed  ;  the  Conftituted  Authorities  refpeftcd  ;  and  thus,  harmonizing 
in  our  thankfgiving  and  devotion,  we  may  anticipate  *^  peace  on 
earth,  and  good  will  towards  men." 


No.  L. 

PEACE    AND    FUNDS,   Verfus    CENTINEL. 

**  The  national  debt  of  Great-Britain  is  enormoui  on  paper  ;  and  has  been 
a  fruitful  fource  of  materials  for  the  jacobin  MaginneflTes  to  deceive  the 
public  with.  But  nationally  confidered  that  debt  is  merely  nominal. — 
//  is  due  from  the  nation  to  individuals  ; — and  individuals  form  the  na- 
tion. If  the  intire  debt  were  paid  off"  at  this  moment  it  would  not  add 
a  Jhilling  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation  ;  nor  a  fenfation  to  the  flock  of  its 
general  happinefs.  On  the  other  hand,  were  it  to  be  wiped  off  entirely 
with  afpongcy  it  would  not  caufe fifty  individuals  in  the  whole  kingdom 
to  retrench  one  meal  a  day  in  their  fubftflenceJ*  Centinel. 

*'The  intelligence  of  peace,  received  here  a  fortnight  fince,  has  been  quef 
tioned  at  the  Southward.     Jt  is  ne-terthelefs  TOO  TRUE:*         ib. 

JlVLTHOUGH  the  moft  violent  acrimony  and  malevolence  are 
difplayed  in  the  tory  gazettes  againft  the  Prefident,  yet  it  muft  af- 
ford him  the  higheft  confolation,  tliat  fuch  publications  do  not 
originate  in  Bofton,  but  are  taken  principally  from  a  paper  which 
is  confidered  as  the  immediate  fucceflbr  of  Peter  Porcupine. — 
That  there  is  a  fadion  lurking  in  this  metropolis,  oppofed  to  every 
republican  principle  of  the  conftitution,  is  too  apparent  to  be  con- 
troverted ;  but  even  this  traiterous  combination  are  obliged  to 
keep  themfelves  concealed,  and  inftead  of  openly  avowing  their 
defigns,  are  driven  to  the  "  imperious  necejftty"  of  ufmg  foreign  meant 
to  effedl  tlieir  purpofes.  It  muft  be  admitted  as  an  incontroverti- 
ble truth,  that  the  obfervations  in  thefe  gazettes  are  the  expiring 
ftruggles  of  a  faftion,  and  the  republication  of  them  in  our  papers, 
are  the  paltry  ebuliUQlis  of  a  f^  unprincipled  Editors,  who,  i»  the 
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reign  of  terror^  wantonly  pledged  their  Credit  on  the  validhy  of 
their  political  predi<5bions.  Finding,  however,  that  the  Corfican  hero 
has  brought  their  ^^  bejl  of  kings^'  to  fue  for  peace — that  the  cort' 
t'tnent  of  France,  ftands  on  a  commanding  eminence  over  tlie  i/land 
of  Britain — that  Citizen  Otto  is  on  a  level  with  Lord  Hawkefbury  ; 
that  the  Tower  guns  as  readily  difcharge  tJieir  fonorous  exultations 
on  the  ijiie  of  tlae  war,  as  when  they  refounded  to  the  tune  of 
*'  Rule  Britannia,  rule  the  waves"~ihat  they  as  readily  announce 
the  arrival  of  a  French  miffionsry,  to  fettle  the  definitive  articles 
of  peace,  as  they  formerly  did  to  denounce  the  jacobins  of  that 
viftorious  nation  ;  and,  that  the  Englilh  "  populace"  as  readily 
took  out  the  horfes  and  drew  the  carriage  of  a  Frenchman,  as  ever 
they  did  that  of  one  of  the  royal  family.  When  they  find  that  fuch 
events  have  taken  place,  the  Anglo-federalifts  of  the  United  States 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  fugitive  obfervations  as  a  defeated  enemy  in 
their  retreat  are  pleafed  to  fumifh  them. 

Thefe  Britifli  troops,  refiding  in  America,  are  arranged  in  vari- 
ous diredlions — one  part  is  affigned  to  abufe  the  Prefident,  anoth- 
er to  calumniate  Mr.  Gallatin  ;  a  few  are  foolifh  enough  to  flatter 
Mr.  Gallatin,  as  if  his  integrity  and  knowledge  could  be  biaffed  by 
fuch  fycophancy  ;  another  detachment  is  rallied  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  cenfuring  every  removal  from  office  ;  fome  to  create  a 
jealoufy  between  the  northern  and  fouthem  ftates,  while  others 
take  a  more  extenfive  ground  by  pretending  to  exult  at  the  advan- 
tages gained  by  the  Britifh  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  But  not  calcu- 
lating an  uniformity  in  fentiment  on  this  fubjecl,  they  unfortu- 
nately counteract  each  other  in  their  rtatements — while  fome  rejoice 
at  the  event,  others  lament  the  tidings  as  "  too  true,"  Ruflell  take* 
the  latter  ground,  and  yet  in  the  fame  Centinel  proclaims  the 
**  glorious  news,"  that  Britain  has  gained  every  benefit  by  the 
iflue  of  the  war  ;  that  her  flocks  are  in  high  eftimation  ;  that  the 
Englifh  "  omnium"  is  more  valuable  than  the  French  gatherum  ; 
that  the  Britifli  have  "  not  loft  a  foot  of  ground  ;"  and  yet^ 
ftrange  to  relate,  even  in  the  midft  of  his  boaftings  on  the  advan- 
tages of  peace,  the  Editor  clofes  his  narrative-  with  a  mournful 
figh,   Alas,  it  is  "  too  true"  ! 

If  the  Englifti  have  obtained  thefe.  great  advantages  by  the 
peace,  why  fhould  their  friends  exprefs  au  uneafiaefs  at  the  clofe 
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of  tliis  European  controverfy  ?  Why  ihoulJ  they  lament  the  if- 
fue  of  a  war,  provided  the  preUminary  articks  are  altogether  in 
their  favour  ?  If  Pitt  is  fotisfied,  if  Fox  fays  it  is  a  good  treaty, 
if  the  people  of  England  have  become  a  body  of  i/lumtnati,  by  i/- 
luminat'ing  every  capital  city  in  the  kingdom,  why  fiiould  the  Cen- 
tinel become  the  only  mourner  ?  Rachel,  weeping  for  her  firft- 
born,  could  not  exprefs  herfelf  with  more  difconfolate  dcjeftion 
tlian  this  poor  Editor  :  in  the  midfl  of  the  univerfal  hilarity,  we 
hear  his  difcordant  vociferation,  Alas,  it  is  **  too  true"  !  Whilll 
thus  "  rcfufmg  to  be  comforted,"  it  was  expedted  fome  emblem 
of  grief  would  have  expreiled  his  condolence  ;  whether  a  black 
cockade,  or  a  difplay  of  black  crape  on  the  horns  of  the  roajled  ox 
in  Libeify-Squarej  would  have  been  exhibited  by  him  and  his  dif- 
treflld  airociates,  were  the  doubtful  fufpenfe  of  thofe  who  have 
long  laughed  at  his  ignorance  and  folly. 

How  muft  the  faffion  in  America  have  been  mortified,  had 
they  feen  Citizen  Latiriften  drawn  in  his  coach  by  the  £ng/i/h  mobility 
through  the  ftreet  of  St.  James  !  Alas,  this  alfo  is  **  too  true." 
How  would  they  have  (lared  to  obferve  the  populace  in  Briftol 
Welcome  the  London  mail,  which  brought  the  pleafmg  intelligence 
of  peace,  aJid,  after  taking  out  th^  horfes,  drag  it  amidft  the  ac- 
clamations of  thoufands  to  the  Bufh  tavern  !  Alas,  this  is  alfo 
**  too  true."  How  would  they  have  been  terri.led  to  behold  the 
French  convalefcents  leap  from  their  hammocks,  and  dance  upon 
the  main  deck  of  their  prifon  fhips  !  But  above  all,  how  great  muft 
have  been  their  moitification  to  find,  that  the  "  immortal"  Pder 
Porcupine  had  his  o^e  demoli/hed,  by  the  London  populace,  for  his 
refiifalto  illuminate  !  Alas,  tliefe  are  all  "  too  true.*' 

Confiftency  is  a  principal  trait  in  a  political  character.  The 
Centinel,  even  while  deploring  that  war  had  ccafed,  is  gafconad- 
ing,  that  the  Englifli  5  per  cents,  ftand  at  95  dollars  to  a  hundred  ; 
that  they  have  "  not  loft  a  foot  of  ground  ;"  that  "  the  flitps 
taken  at  Toulon  are  not  returned,"  &c.  But  the  chagrin  arifes 
amidft  thefe  pretended  congratulations  on  Britifli  advantages, 
from  the  15th  article  of  the  treaty,  which  evidently  Ihews  that  the 
terms  were  diSated  in  Paris,  viz.  "  The  prefent  preliminary  articles 
Jball  be  exchanged  at  London  in  the  ^pace  of  15  days  at  fartheft"  > 
Bb 
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— that  "  plenipotentiaries  Jball  be  appointed  to  proceed  to  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  definitive  treaty,  in  concert  with  the  allies  of  the 
contratfting  parties."  Pray,  inform  us  who  are  the  allies  on  the 
part  of  the  Britifh,  to  give  their  weight  in  the  Convention  at 
Amiens  ?  Alas,  it  is  "  too  true,"  they  will  have  but  little  help 
from  this  quarter.  This  treaty  carries  further  soaiks  of  French 
fupremacy — the  "  Firft  Conful  of  the  Republic,"  ftands  before 
*'  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  tlie  United  Kingdoms  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland."  This  certainly  looks  a  little  ^^  fqually"  that 
Citizen  Bonaparte  fhould  take  rank  of  His  Majejly  George  the  Illd. 
Who  could  diSate  tliis  jacohiniml  arrangement  in  the  articks  ?  Is 
is  probable,  if  the  treaty  was  in  the  leaft  degree  under  the  control 
of  the  Englilla  miniftry,  that  they  would  have  fufFered  the  name 
of  a  "  Corfican  ufurper,"  to  be  mentioned  before  that  of  their 
rightful  fovereign  ?  This  is  contradidled  in  the  Centinel,  but  as 
both  the  French  and  Englifh  papers  publifhed  the  treaty  in  this 
form,  we  have  reafon  to  believe  it  is  agreeable  to  the  original. 
The  farce,  however,  does  not  end  here,  for  it  is  "  done  in  London, 
on  the  9th  Vendemaire,  and  loth  year  of  the  French  Republic  ;" 
thus  obliging  the  Engliih  to  acknowledge,  within-  the  Britifh 
capital,  the  freedom,  foverei^aty  and  independence  of  the  French 
nation. 

It  looks  then  as  If  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  nation  was  "  burn- 
ing to  the  water's  edge."  How  the  "  rainboiv'"  will  appear  after 
this  event,  is  apocryphal  ;  it  may  brighten,  or  it  may  lofe  its 
luftre  ;  and  as  this  luminary  has  heretofore  been  fummoned  to 
take  an  aftive  part  in  our  political  controverfy,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  almanack-makers  in  the  feveral  States  will  defcribe  with  tlie 
utmoft  accuracy  in  their  next  yeai-'s  publications  its  variation  as 
to  the  extent  of  its  arch,  or  the  brilliancy  of  its  rays. 

For  my  o^vn  part,  I  read  the  Centinel,  Palladium,  and  Price 
Current,  merely  to  obferve  the  chagrin  of  the  Effex  junto.  Even 
their  exultations  are  evidences  of  their  mortification.  If  in  one 
paragraph  they  ilate  the  advantages  of  the  Englifli  by  the  treaty 
of  peace,  I  am  fure  to  find  that  the  next  will  declare  tlie  falfity 
of  tlieir  reafoning.  They  ftrain  every  nerve  to  vindicate  them- 
felves ;  they  amufe  us  with  a  pretty  ftory  about  "  omniums  ;" 
they  defcribe  the  Britifh  funds  as  rlfing  to  an  Immenfe  value  ; 
bill  before  their  readers  are  well  prepared  to  joUi  the  chorus,  they 
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blaft  their  own  information  by  anticipating  fome  terrible  forebod- 
ings, which  intircly  deRroy  the  luxury  of  their  repaft.  "  They 
build  up  with  one  hand,  and  knock  down  with  the  otlier." 

In  the  prefeiTt  ftate  of  politics,  I  am  almoll  perfuaded  to  conde- 
Jcend  to  afk  Major  RufTell  (this  Necker  of  finance)  to  explain  his 
farrago  of  the  Britifh  debt,  when  he  fays,  "  if  it  were  to  be  wiped 
off  intiiely  with  ^Afponge^  it  would  not  cauie  fifty  individuals  in  the 
whole  kingdom  to  retrench  one  meal  a  day  in  their  fubfiftence." 
If  this  hypotlicfis  is  right,  the  American  debt  could  be  as  eafily 
wiped  off  as  the  Britifh  ;  the  national  debt  of  both  nations  ftands 
on  the  fame  bafis  ;  the  dotftrine  advanced  in  the  Centinel  applies 
equally  to  both  countries.  What  then  will  the  ftock-holders  in 
the  United  States  fay  to  this  Centinel  mode  of  financeering  ?  How 
would  they  relilh  thisjponging  manner  of  fettling  their  claims  ? — 
If  we  fhould  have  publiflied  a  fimilar  paragraph  in  the  Chronicley 
and  mftcad  of  Britain  inferted  America,  the  6  and  8  per  cent, 
creditors  would  have  reafon  to  reprobate  the  principle  ;  if  fuch 
diforganizing  fentiments  had  been  advanced  by  the  republicans,  the 
anathemas  of  every  flock-holder  would  have  followed  them  with 
the  mofl  clamorous  vociferation.  The  Centinel,  by  the  ignorance 
of  its  projectors,  has  funk  too  low  in  public  eftimation  to  require 
u./enous  reflexion  on  its  numerous  abfurdities.  If  we  fhould  hold 
them  ftridly  to  their  own  declarations,  the  funds  of  the  United 
States  would  be  converted  to  very  different  purpofes  than  paying 
their  creditors. 

As  a  friend  to  the  honour  and  national  charader  of  America, 
I  hope  never  to  fee  fuch  principles  operate  in  this  country,  as  to 
place  the  creditors  under  the  tyranny  of  a  "  fponge" — public 

CREDIT    IS    THE     ENERGY    OF     GOVERNMENT    }     republicans    fhould 

ever  attend  to  their  finances  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give  confidence 
to  its  citizens  in  their  loan  of  money.  Whatever  contrads  are 
made  on  this  bafis  ought  to  be  tenacioufly  fulfilled  ;  the  credit 

OF    A    NATION    IS     AS    SACRED     AS     THAT    OF     AN    INDIVIDUAL  ;     fo 

far  from  "  fponging,"  I  am  for  pundtual  and  honourable  pay- 
ment ;  fo  far  from  fuggefling  that  no  injury  would  arife  from 
annihilating  the  debt,  I  believe  the  greatefl  injury  would  arife  if 
fuch  a  meafurc  was  adopted. 
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The  obfervations  made  in  the  Centinel,  on  the  public  debt  of 
England,  are  the  very  eflence  o{ jacobin'ffm.  The  Editor,  from  his 
arrogance,  feems  to  fport  with  every  thing  that  is  held  valuable 
in  fociety  ;  he  fpeaks  of  peace  as  a  curfe,  of  the  public  debt  as  a 
chimera,  and  yet,  under  a  political  infatuation,  he  is  fupported 
(by  the  very  men  whom  he  wiflies  to  ruin)  as  the  friend  to  public 
credit  and  the  advocate  of  harmony  and  focial  order  ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Editors  of  the  Chronicle  have  been  reprefented 
as  the  deftroyers  of  property  and  tlie  enemies  to  every  moral 
virtue. 

The  Chronicle  has  now  come  to  an  ifTue  v;ith  the  Centinel  on 
this  ground,  and  means  to  maintain  an  oppofite  dodlrine.  If  the 
debt  of  England  is  a  mere  ignis  fatuus^  the  principle  is  equally 
operative  in  the  United  States.  The  republicans  will  not  admit 
public  credit  to  be  expofed  to  fuch  a  vague  decifion,  but  are 
willing  in  a  juft.  manner,  (by  the  burden  falling  equally  on  every 
clafs  of  citizens)  to  pay  their  creditors,  agreeably  to  tlielr  pledged 
contrafts,  any  thing  in  the  Centinel  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

Suppofe  Mr.  Jefferfon  or  Mr.  Gallatin  had  advanced  a  fimilar 
dodrine  on  the  debt  of  die  United  States,  as  is  advanced  in  the 
Centinel  on  the  Britifli  debt — fuppofe  they  had  faid,  that  the  debt 
was  due  from  one  individual  to  another,  and,  therefore,  if  a 
*'  fponge"  was  applied  to  the  fettlement,  not  more  than  fifty 
individuals  would  retrench  one  meal  a  day  in  their  fubfiftence  ? 
If  this  is  true  of  England,  it  Is  equally  applicable  to  America  j 
and,  provided  it  was  adopted,  how  many  fat,  plump  Jloch-holders 
would  become  as  thin  and  as  lank  as  a  pack  of  hounds,  after 
courfmg  a  whole  day  without  any  game  to  fatisfy  their  hunger. 
A.'W^.y^  ^Vf  ay  With,  {nch  Jacobinical  principles  ;  the  Centinel  h  aiming 
to  throw  "  public  credit  in  the  wind"  to  help  its  diforganizing  ad- 
herents— but  the  Chronicle,  ever  fteady  to  its  objefl,  v/ill  purfue 
fuch  renegadoes  to  their  fecret  holds,  and  expofe  them  to  public^ 
execration. 


J^^o.  LI.  Raiit  and  Wer.  2oy 


No.  LI. 

RAIN    AND    WAR  !  !  ! 

f*  We  have  as  much  reafon  to  pray  for  the  contimiance  of  the  War. 
in  Europe,  as  the  Hujbandman  for  rain  In  a  time  of  drought.''^ 

Centinel. 

XjLLTHOUGH  perfonalltics  ought  ever  to  be  avoided,  yet  when 
<in  individual  has  tlie  effrontery  to  violate  every  principle  of  hu- 
jnanity  ;  difgraces  his  country,  by  holding  it  up  as  the  refidence 
of  barbarians  ;  agonizes  the  tender  feelings  of  charity  and  philan- 
thropy ;  and  libels  every  dodlrine  of  that  religion,  which  breatlies 
peace  and  good  will  towards  men — ^the  affront  is  fo  enormous, 
that  the  man  who  tlius  fports  with  every  thing  confidered  facred  iri 
civilized  fociety,  fhould  be  arraigned  before  the  public  as  a  culprit, 
yrhoiz  crimes  deferve  the  moft  pointed  reprehenfion. 

Under  this  impreffion,  I  am  conftrained  to  inquire  fiom 
whence  does  this  fanguinary  fcntiment  proceed  ?  *'  To  pray  for 
War  as  earnefily  as  ive  would  prey  for  Rain  /"  Defolation,  bar- 
barifm,  and  conflagration,  niuft  ftand  perfonified  in  the  author  of 
fucli  an  infamous  addrefs  to  that  Deity,  whofc  attributes  are  im- 
piutably  fixed  on  the  bafis  of  benevolence. 

Where  is  the  wretch  who  dares  utter  fuch  a  profane  fcnti- 
ment ?  Has  Cain  returned  to  the  earth,  or  has  Judas  efcaped 
from  the  confines  of  Lucifer  ?  Has  ATE  "  let  Hip  the  dogs  of 
war,"  and  commiflloncd  an  emiffary  to  enrage  the  voracious  pack 
to  gluttonize  on  human  carnage  ?  Has  Pandasmonium  difgorged 
its  demons,  and  difturbed  the  peaceful  abodes  of  mankind  witli  its 
infuriated  refidents  ?  Have  the  favages  of  the  wildemefs  become 
mere  vindictive  in  barbarifm  ?  or  have  the  Algerines  been  inflated 
vith  a  tenfold  degree  of  fatannic  malignity  ? — No  : — Even  Cain, 
Judas,  Ate,  Belzebub,  the  favages,  Algerines,  and  Satan  himfelf, 
muft  reprobate  with  abhorrence  the  deteftable  idea  !  and  colleded 
j;q  their  ire,  point  the  finger  of  fcom  at  tlie  mifcreant  who  thus 
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prefumes  to  violate  eveiy  principle  which  is  held  facred  even  in 
the  territories  of  the  moft  profligate.  Who  is  the  man  who  thus 
difgraces  humanity  ;  who  puts  to  blufh  the  apoftates  in  the  infer- 
nal regions  }  and  who  raifes  the  indignity  of  the  moft  uncivilized 
of  mankind  ?  The  countenance  of  Cain  muft  brighten  at  the  re- 
flection, that  one  man  will  hereafter  ftand  moie  confpicuous  for  his 
depravity  in  the  regions  to  which  he  is  configned. 

*'  Pray  for  ivar  as  earmftly  as  nve  ivoxild  pray  for  rain  /"  Gra- 
cious Heaven,  let  not  thy  wrath  defcend  on  America  for  tliis  hor- 
rid imprecation.  It  is  the  fupplication  of  a  wretch,  who  has  loft 
all  fenfe  of  thy  benevolence.  It  is  the  intreaty  of  a  "  biped,"  who 
regards  neither  the  f^nftity  of  the  Supreme  Being,  nor  the  happi. 
nefs  of  mankind.  Let  not  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  fall  on  our 
country  for  this  impious  expreflion,  as  upwards  of  five  millions  of 
citizens  unanimoufly  condemn  the  defperado  who  thus  violates  ev- 
ery principle  which  harmonizes  fociety,  or  renders  life  defirable. 
But  if  an  atonement  muft  be  made  for  tliis  impeachment  of  thy 
benignity,  let  him  ftand  the  fole  viftim  of  thy  difplealure  ;  and 
may  the  miferies  which  he  is  difpofed  to  inflid  on  others,  be  heap- 
ed with  manifold  aggravation  on  his  devoted  head.  Not  that  we 
would  wifh  to  prolong  his  mifery  to  the  extent  of  his  crime  ;  but, 
in  mercy  to  mankind,  may  he  receive  fuch  a  portion  of  affliction, 
as  that  his  name  may  henceforth  be  expreflive  of  every  thing  that 
is  abhorrent,  and  his  punifliment, become  fo  far  terrific,  as  to  check 
fimilar  expreffions  in  fucceeding  ages.  In  commiferation  to  the 
human  race,  may  Satan  be  controled  in  executing  the  full  ven- 
geance of  his  indignation,  as  the  rlval/hip  of  depravity  may  excite 
thofe  emotions  of  jealoufy,  as  to  lead  him  to  dread  an  ufuxper  of 
his  kingdom. 

The  profane  fentiment,  of  imploring  Heaven  to  prolong  the 
devaftations  of  war,  muft  ftrike  every  refledting  mind  with  detef- 
tation.  Can  any  man,  whofe  breaft  is  not  callous  to  every  hu- 
mane confideration,  defire  a  continuance  of  thofe  ravages  which 
attend  the  progrefs  of  v^ar  ?  Is  there  one  citizen,  who  delights 
fo  flir  in  blood,  as  to  petition  Heaven  to  fpread  the  dreadful  car- 
nage among  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  contending  Europe  ? — vrho 
wiflies  to  read  the  horrid  detail  of  expiring  millions,  falling  under 
the  fword  of  an  invading  enemy  ?  Is  tliere  one  man  fo  abforbed 
in  private  intereft,  as  to  make  h  ferious  application  to  the  Deitj 
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to  diftrefs  thoufands  of  men,  women,  and  children,  merely  to  pro' 
cure  a  market  for  his  merchandize  I  Let  thofe  Americans,  who 
recoiled  the  battle  of  Bunker-Hill,  who  remember  the  conflagrai 
tioti  of  Charleftown,  who  experienced  the  diftreffes  of  forfaking 
their  habitations  during  the  American  revolution,  fpeak  on  this 
fubje(S  ; — 'fay,  fellow-citizens,  what  would  have  been  your  feel- 
ings,  if  you  had  read  in  an  European  paper,  that  the  war  with 
America  was  as  defirable  as  "  rain  in  a  time  of  drought"  ?  What 
Ihould  we  have  thought  of  fuch  a  paragraph,  even  if  it  had  pro- 
ceeded from  the  prefs  of  an  Algerine  ?  But  no  fuch  thing  ever 
appeared  during  our  controverfy  ;  the  inhumane  fentiment  was 
rcfeivcd  for  the  Centinel,  and  we  prefume  its  Editor  (lands  alone 
poftefled  of  fuch  a  fanguinary  difpofition  ! 

He  fays  we  ought  to  *'  pray  for  -war  !"  Gracious  Heaven  1 
in  what  manner  are  we  to  diredl  our  prayers  ?  Are  we  to  afTem- 
ble,  as  in  a  time  of  drought,  and  make  our  immediate  application 
to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  for  the  beftowment  of  this  blcfling  ? 
Muft  our  clergy  addrefs  the  Deity  in  a  language  like  this  : — 
*'  Father  of  Mercies,  we  befeech  Thee  to  hear  our  fupplications, 
and  may  Thy  children  here  below,  who  inhabit  one  part  of  the 
creation,  be  enabled  to  cut  each  other's  throats,  in  order  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  other  patt  may  receive  the  benefits  arifmg  from 
their  wants  and  diftreffes."  Is  this  the  form  of  prayer  the  Centi- 
nel  would  prefcrlbe  ?  Is  this  the  pious  ejaculation  to  be  offered 
up  in  our  refpedlive  churches  ?  Horrid  profanity  !  and  yet  tliis 
is  the  purport  of  the  petition  recommended  for  your  adoption. 

Viewing  this  fubjedl  on  the  ground  of  Chriftianlty,  can  the  cler* 
gy  approve  of  the  principle  ?  Are  they  not  in  duty  bound  to  bear 
public  teftimony  againft  the  wretch  who  would  fuggeft  fuch  a 
meafure  ?  Can  politics  fo  far  blmd  their  eyes,  as  to  pafs  over 
unnoticed  fuch  an  odium  on  religion,  while  they  are  lamenting  the 
decay  of  every  moral  virtue  ?  This  paragraph  in  the  Centinel  is 
a  ftain  on  our  national  charadler  ;  and  nothing  can  ever  remove  it* 
but  the  depravity  of  the  author  being  as  generally  known  through- 
out the  world,  as  his  infolence  is  notorious  within  the  town  of  his 
refidence. 

If  any  one  doubts  the  infidelity  of  tliis  man,  I  would  re- 
queft  him  to  inquire,  who  it  was  that  declared,  upon  hearing  that 
the  lightning  had  ihivered  the  n^aft  of  the  ihip  George  Walhing- 
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ton,  "  This  is  a  il — d  jacobin  Jiorm  /"  Was  it  not  tlie  fame  perfuiJ 
who  wiflies  us  to  '■^  pray  for  ti^ar  /"'  That  laments  the  peace  as 
«  too  true  P" 

The  above  remarks  are  confined  to  the  horrid  idea  of  "  pray- 
ing for  war."  If  the  author  is  willing  to  acknowledgs  his  error, 
and  apologize  for  his  impiety,  the  charity  of  republicans  would 
probably  throw  a  mantle  over  his  criminalit)^,  under  the  injunction" 
in  Sciipture,  that  "  tliough  thy  brother  oflFend  feventy  times  feven, 
yet,  if  he  repent,  ye  lliall  forgive  him."  To  this  Chriftian  charity 
we  recommend  the  writer  of  the  fanguinary  paragraph. 


No.  LII. 


THE    ABOLITION     OF    TAXES. 

X  HE  magnanimity,  philanthropy  and  patriotifm'  exhibited  irr 
the  meflage  of  Prefident  JefFerfon,  muft  endear  him  to  every  repub- 
lican and  Chriflian  citizen,  throughout  tlie  Union.  His  actions 
muft;  have  a  much  happier  tendency  to  promote  the  caufe  of 
religion,  than  thofe  of  our  modern  hypocriteis,  who,  by  profefflon 
and  habiliments  only,  defignate  the  character  of  a  Chriftian. 

When  we  refledl  on  the  torrent  of  abufe,  the  deluge  of  calumny,- 
which  have  flowed  from  his  enemies  j  when  we  cor.fider,  that 
every  boundary  of  common  decency  has  been  overleaped,  in  vilify- 
ing his  condud  ;  when  we  contemplate  the  malicious  difpofition 
difplayed  in  thofe  papers  which  have  been  the  receptacles  of  flan- 
der  and  defamation,  what  muft  we  think  of  the  man  who  can  pafs 
over  in  filence  this  unbounded  detradion,  and  regardlefs  of  the 
enmity  of  his  antagonifts,  tirge  the  Legiflative  Body  of  the  nation 
to  devife  ways  and  means  to  relieve  the  taxes  of  his  fellow-citizens  ? 
Human  nature  is  peculiarly  prone  to  retaliation  for  injuries.  Mr. 
Jefferfon  feems  exempt  from  this  frailty — even  his  enemies,  when 
reading  the  infamous  publications  in  the  Centinel,  Palladium,  and 
other  faftious  papers,  are  conftrained  to  fay,  that  fome  govern- 
mental check  ought  to  prevent  fach  an  intolerant  fpirit  againft  the 


No.  LII.  The  /Ibolition  of  Taxes.  209 

chief  maglflrate  ;  but  though  he  is  the  peculiar  obje(fl  of  this  difor- 
ganizing  and  Jacobinical  temper,  yet  far  from  returning  "  railing 
for  railing,"  far  from  calling  down  the  fire  of  legiflative  author- 
ity to  confume  his  enemies,  his  conciliatory  fpirit  may  be  defcribed 
in  the  following  language  : 

Fclla<zu'ciiizens  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs  ;- — forgive 
Jny  enemies  }  I  do  not  urge  your  "  blood  to  boil"  againft  them  5 
I  defire  no  fedition  aft  to  control  their  infolence  ;  my  condudt  is 
placed  on  the  foundation  of  public  fcrutiny  ;  the  republican  fyftem 
is  fixed  on  the  bafis  of  univerfal  inveiligation.  Let  my  opponents 
fay  tvhat  they  pleafe — my  adlions  are  fubmitted  to  the  enlightened 
judgment  of  my  .conftituents  ;  to  their  opinion  1  am  willing  to 
appeal,  and  while  ading  in  the  executive  department,  I  fhall  never 
defcend  to  notice  the  fcurrility  of  an  expiring  faftion  ;  neither 
fliall  I  fcrecn  myfelf  within  the  barriers  of  a  fedition  law,  to  pre- 
vent a  fair  and  impartial  examination  of  my  charadtei'  and  conduct. 
But,  *^ felloiv-cit'tzens"  I  wave  with  pleafure  all  confiderations  of 
a  perfonal  nature.  The  fubjcds,  to  which  I  am  defirous  to  draw 
your  attention,  are  connefted  with  public  utility  and  general  hap- 
pinefs.  Thus  predicating  my  adminiftration  on  tliis  foundation, 
let  me  afk  you,  whether  the  numerous  taxes  on  our  conftituents 
cannot  be  leffened  ?  whether  the  escife  and  ftamp  duties  cannot  be 
difpenfed  with  ?  and  whether  the  public  debt  (which,  in  moitarchical 
countries,  is  confidered  a  public  blefllng)  cannot  be  diichargcd 
fooner  than  has  heretofore  been  contemplated,  and  with  more 
facility  to  the  American  citizens  ?  whether  an  expenfive  fyftem  of 
judiciary  (created  under  the  profped  of  an  immediate  diifolution 
of  legiilative  ariftocracy)  fliould  not  be  annihilated,  and  this 
branch  of  government  reftorcd  to  its  former  fimplified  ftate  ?  that 
this  laft  effort  of  a  party,  to  ajimllate  the  American  government  to  thai 
vf  England,  ihould  be  defeated,  and  that  the  Prcfident  Ihould  not, 
in  (lie  laft  hours  of  his  political  exiftence,  organize  a  body  of 
favourites,  in  a  permanentJlation,  to  perpetuate  his  influence  ? 

Tliis  is  the  plain,  iiitcUlgible  language  of  the  ^^rcfident's 
meflligc.  While  entering  into  ojice,  does  he  Ihew  the  fame  temper 
of  fome,  when  going  out  ?  Does  he  wilh  to  extend  his  popularity 
by  ofiicial  patronage  ?  Is  he  delirous  to  create  offices  to  aid  his 
own  energies  ?  Docs  he  recommend  thofe  mcai'ures  which  might 
C  c 
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lead  thoufands  to  court  his  frieudiLip,  in  expedation  of  his  lucra- 
tive difpofals  ?  If  we  had  feen  him  aflive  to  originate  a  fyftem, 
which  would  fecure  him  the  fupport  of  a  formidable  phalanx,  we 
might  doubt  his  linearity  ;  efpeclally  if  we  had  feen  him  appoint 
men  to  office,  in  the  moll  facred  connexion  with  thofe  whom  he 
had  difplaced,  we  fliould  be  jealous  of  his  integrity.  Nothing  of 
this  kind  can  be  alleged  againll  Mr.  Jefferfon  ;  he  fiands  before 
his  fellow-citizens  on  the  ground  of  rcpublicanilm,  and,  confcious 
of  his  uprightuefs,  is  ready  to  fifbmit  his  adions  to  public  and 
private  fcrutiny. 

The  government  of  a  free  people  never  afTumed  a  more  dig- 
nified attitude.  While  monarchies  are  conftantlj  calling,  on  the 
people  for  additional  taxes — while  a  Britilh  budget  (like  Pandora's 
box)  is  fraught  with  evils,  to  be  dilFeminated  among  the  fubjedls, 
in  the  form  of  taxes  and  requifitions — while  the  miniftry  are 
ftraining  to  the  utmoft  verge  of  extortion  the  fmall  pittance  in 
the  hands  of  indudry — while  the  exchequer  is  the  common  de- 
pofit  of  the  hard  earnings  of  the  manufafturer  and  hulbandman, — 
the  jimerkan  republic^  under  the  wifdom  and  economy  of  its  exec- 
utive, is  officially  urged  to  retirench  their  expenfes,  and  to  lelTen 
the  burdens  which  for  many  years  have  diftrelTed  the  citizens. 

This  country,  from  its  firft  fettlement,  has  been  fated  to  the 
clamour  and  intrigues  of  a  faction.  The  diftreffing  fyftem  of 
finance,  which  has  convulfed  Britain,  and  rendered  her  govern- 
ment the  mere  vehicle  to  impoverilh  the  many  and  enrich  the/tw, 
w^as  early  adopted  in  the  United  States  ;  excifes,  ftamp  duties,  &c. 
have  followed  in  quick  fucceffion  ;  but,  above  all,  a  ftupendous 
fyftem  of  judiciary,  which  threatens  to  throw  the  life,  liberty  and 
property  of  die  people,  under  the  control  of  that  unqualified 
mftrument  generally  denominated  the  common-lavj,  has  been 
attempted.  The  judiciary  of  this  country  has  already  become 
too  complex  for  the  comprehenfion  of  the  citizens  ;  the  Jate 
eftctblilliment  enlarges  the  boundaries,  and  gives  a  fcope  to  a 
particular  prcfejfion,  which  muft  eventually  grafp  within  its  control 
the  privileges  and  property"  of  the  whole  community.  This 
extenfive  machine,  moving  under  the  weight  of  a  column  of 
fupernumerary  judges,  attended  with  the  immenfe  expenfe  of 
their  eftablilliments,  it  is  feared,  would  ultimately  reduce  tlie 
people  to  die  moft  abjedl  ftate  of  fervitude.     La^vyers  would 
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generate  in  tenfold  proportion  to  other  profcflions,  and,  in  time^ 
this  country  would  be  as  generally  overrun  by  this  "  order,"  as 
Egypt  with  Mamelukes. 

Notwithftanding  the  Prefident  has  in  his  nieflage  given  fuch 
a  ftrong  evidence  of  his  attachment  to  the  liberties  and  happinefs 
of  his  country,  yet  the  voice  of  calumny  is  ftill  clamorous  againll 
him.  But,  fellow-citizens,  has  he  injured  you  in  his  recommen- 
dations to  relieve  you  from  taxes  ?  Are  there  any  who  wifh  for 
the  continuance  of  excife,  ftamp  duties,  &c.  ?  If  there  are,  let 
tliem  /peak.  If  you  want  your  internal  manufactures  burdened 
with  duties,  come  forward  and  declare  it.  If  you  are  defirous  to 
continue  the  o6\o\xsJlamp-a8i  or  wiih  to  perpetuate  the  troublefomc 
tafk  of  riding  from  town  to  town  to  buy  a  ftamp-paper,  to  legalize 
your  common  negociations,  now  is  the  time  to  gratify  your  defires 
by  petitioning  Congrefs  to  difregard  the  recommendations  of  the 
Prefident.  Ye  who  want  to  pay  a  tax  on  carriages  (which  prob- 
ably convey  your  family  to  the  houfe  of  worfliip)  rally  your  forces, 
and  fend  circular  letters,  to  be  read  in  churches,  for  joining  in  a 
remonftrance  againft  the  abolition  of  the  duty, 

If  tlie  citizens  are  enamoured  with  the  late  fyftem  of  judiciary, 
and  conceive  themfelves  threatened  with  an  annihilation  of  their 
liberties,  in  cafe  it  (hould  be  revoked,  let  them  come  forward  witli 
a  declaration  of  the  blefllngs  they  anticipate  on  the  creation  of  a 
phalanx  of  judges,  and  the  retinue  of  lawyers  which  follow  in  tlicir 
train.  This  is  placing  the  fubjedl  on  its  proper  footing.  As  the 
Prefident  only  defires  to  promote  the  public  good,  if  he  has  miftak- 
en  the  means,  he  will  cheerfully  renounce  the  meafure.  If  the 
people  fay  taxes  are  defirable,  he  will  endeavour  to  gratify  tlieir 
wiflies — but  while  he  thinks  the  exigencies  of  government  do  not 
require  their  former  latitude,  he  will  ufc  his  influence  to  relieve 
and  not  burden  them  for  the  emolument  of  a  few  individuals.— 
He  who  is  offended  or  injured  by  the  Prefident,  let  him  fpeak  ! 
1^%  ihall  be  heard  with  attention,  and  anfwcred  with  caadour. 


^V" 
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No.  LIII. 

THE  BENEVOLENCE  AND  DIGNITY  OF  "  THE  PEOPLE.' 


J.  HE  fanguinary  fcene  of  ^garments  rolled  in  hlood,^  having,  been 
fo  long  and  fo  often  portrayed  to  the  public,  it  muft  be  peculiarly 
pleafing  to  the  philanthropic  mind  to  contemplate  the  reftoration 
of  peace,  and  the  harmony  of  contending  nations.  Among  five 
millions  of  republican  citizens,  it  is  poffible  that  one  wan  may  be  fa 
deftitute  of  humanity  as  to  "  pray  for  war,"  and  thus  ered  his 
-name  as  a  monument  of  univerfal  deteftation.  The  olive  branch 
is  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  benevolence,  and  though  tyrants  may 
realize  advantages  to  thcmfelves  amidft  the  calamities-  of  war,  yet 
humanity  will  ever  acquire  an  afcendancy  when  "  the  people"  ex- 
ercife  their  inherent  virtues.  Under  particular  impreffions,  the 
people  may  be  deceived,  and  led  into  error,  but  tlieir  good  fenfe 
will  eventually  extricate  them  from  the  evils  defigned  by  thofe 
who  intended  to  impofe  iipon  them. 

While  coniidering  the  nature  of  government,  fome  are  too  apt 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  magiftrates  of  a  monarchy,  or  an  arljlocracy., 
are  exclufively  inclined  to  favour  the  happinefs  of  "  the  people"  ; 
they  foolifhly  fuppofe,  that  the  people  are  prone  to  evil,  and  gene- 
rally difpofed  to  violate  every  principle  of  focial  order.  The  re- 
verfe  however  is  the  fatH:,  as  the  people  are  naturally  defirous  to 
fubftantiate  their  own  profperity  ;  neither  are  they  inclined  to  op- 
pofc  government,  provided  it  is  adminiftered  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  lenity.  The  Americans  bore  the  oppreflions  of  Britain, 
till  they  became  infufferable  ;  the. citizens  of  France  for  centuries 
fubmitted  to  the  tyranny  of  their  monarchs,  and  impofitions  of 
their  clergy,  till  the  nation  was  nearly  bankrupt  by  tlieir  extrav- 
agance and  luxury  ;  the  poor,  unhappy  Irilh  have,  for  many  ages, 
dragged  the  chains  of  fervitude,  while  tlieir  tafk-mafters  are  daily 
increafmg  their  burdens,  and  wrefting  from  the  fupplicating  hand 
of  V7rctchednefs  the  fcanty  morfcl  alloted  for  its  fubfiftence. 
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The  fubjefts  of  one  nation  would  live  in  continual  amity  with 
another,  if  they  were  not  excited  to  a  controvei-fy  by  the  ambitious 
jcaloufy  of  their  rulers.  For  example,  would  the  people  of  Eng- 
land have  entered  into  a  war  with  Fr.mce,  if  they  had  not  been 
flimulated  by  their  king  and  mini  dry  f  Do  we  fuppofe  that  the 
foldiers,  failors  and  militia  of  England  would  have  armed  them- 
fclves  againft  the  French  nation,  if  Pitt  and  his^coadjutors  had  not 
promoted  the  warfare  ?  No  :  France  might  nave  changed  her 
government  in  quietude,  and  not  one  man  within  the  combined 
nations  would  have  felt  the  lead  inclination  to  interfere  in  the  conr 
troverfy.  Do  we  fuppofe  that  a  Dutchman,  German  or  Englilh- 
man  would  have  troubled  himfelf  about  what  was  doing  in 
France,  if  the  emperor,  ftaddiolder,  and  king  of  thofe  nations  had 
been  tranquil  on  the  occafion  ?  An  Englilhman,  Aufirian,  and 
Dutchman  have  no  natural  hoftility  to  a  Frenchman,  unlefs  pro- 
voked to  animofity  by  tliofe  individuals  who  compofe  their  lordt 
and  majlers.  Wars  are  not  the  operation  of  perfonal  refentment 
between  fubjedls  of  different  nations  and  languages,  but  in  moft 
inftances  are  created  and  fomented  by  men,  who  are  benefitted 
by  the  conteft,  from  the  emoluments  arifmg  in  their  official  ca- 
pacity. 

During  the  American  revolution,  the  betsevoknce  of  the  people 
of  England  was  confpicuous  on  moft  occafions.  Our  prifoners 
were  treated,  by  thetriy  with  the  greateft  hofpitality.  The  gov- 
ernmental  prifon-Jblps  were  tlie  baftiles  pf  cruelty  j  but  if  an  unfor- 
tunate American  could  take  refuge  among  the  pccpUy  he  was  fure 
of  prote«5tion,  and  every  difplay  of  humanity  was  cxercifed.  The 
American  people  alfo,  on  the  clofe  of  the  war,  received  with  cor- 
diality the  enemies  of  the  revolution,  permitted  the  refugees  to 
return,  and  vvouid  to  this  day  have  embraced  tlicm  with  the  ut- 
moft  affcdlion,  had  they  not  found  that  almoft  every  old  tory  con- 
tinued inimical  to  the  profpcrity  of  a  repvbhcan  form  of  government. 
As  a  further  evidence  of  tlic  bcnrvolence  of  the  people,  I  Hiall  only 
obferve,  that  our  Saviour  would  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the 
outrage  of  the  rulers,  chief  priejsy  fcribcs  and  pharifees,  much 
earlier  than  he  did,  had  they  not  been  checked  in  their  pro- 
grefs  from  **  a  fear  of  the  people."  The  people  cried  "  ho- 
lanna,"  and  receive^  him  witli  tlie  utmoft  cordiality,  but  the  www- 
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archical,  ar'ijlocratical  and  priejlly  authorities  cried  "  crucify  him  ! 
crucify  him  !" 
I  At  the  prefent  day,  we  often  hear  "  the  people"  depreciated, 
^f  and  the  rulers  exalted  ;  we  hear  the  mofl  degrading  remarks  on 
the  commonahy,  and  the  higheft  encomiums  on  the  **  well-born." 
But,  if  we  examine  hillory,  we  fhall  find,  that  war  never  arofe 
between  nations  unlefs  fet  on  by  the  monarchical,  ariftocraticaly  or 
rical  part  of  the  government. 
To  illuftrate  my  remarks,  let  us  refledt  on  the  fuddcn  return 
of  friendfhip  between  Frenchmen  and  Englifhmen.  While  the 
king  and  miniftry  were  carrying  on  the  war,  the  name  of  Bona- 
parte, and  the  fans  culottes  of  France,  were  held  in  the  utmoft  ab- 
horrence in  England  ;  the  public  mind  was  raifed  to  fuch  an  ele- 
vation of  refentment,  againfl  every  thing  which  wore  a  Galilean 
appearance,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  lifp  a  fentiment  in  favour  of 
the  French  in  any  public  or  private  circle  ;  the  theatres  dared  not 
to  produce  an  exhibition  that  countenanced  the  revolution  ;  the 
Firft  Conful  was  reprefented  as  the  chief  demon  of  Pandaemonium  ; 
fongs  were  compofed  to  ridicule  the  Corfican  ufurper  ;  the  French 
citizens  were  reprefented  on  the  ftage  as  a  group  of  afTaffins  or  a 
band  of  defperadoes  ;  caricatures,  exprefllve  of  the  moft  degraded 
and  ruinous  Hate  of  the  French  government,  were  expofed  in  every 
pi<fture-fhop  in  London.  But,  as  foon  as  peace  was  proclaimed 
betv/een  the  two  nations,  "  the  people"  exercifed  their  natural  be- 
nevolence, and  rufhed  forth,  like  a  torrent,  to  receive  with  open  arms 
the  mefl'enger  of  this  joyful  intelligence  ;  the  city  of  London  re- 
founded  with  "  long  live  Bonaparte  !  long  live  the  French  na- 
tion !"  The  horfes  were  difmiffed  from  the  carriage,  as  being 
too  flow  in  their  progrefs,  and  the  people  became  the  promulgators 
of  the  glad  tidings,  by  conducing  the  herald  to  the  metropolis, 
amidft  the  acclamations  of  thoufands  ;  the  city  was  illuminated  ; 
joy  was  univerfally  diffufed  ;  the  citizens  congratulated  each  other 
with  the  warmeft  emotion,  and  there  was  not  a  gloomy  manfion 
in  the  capital,"  excepting  that  of  Peter  Porcupine,  the  parafite  of 
blood  and  conflagration.  Here  is  an  evidence  of  benevolence,  arif- 
ing  from  the  people,  which  no  man  can  controvert.  The  detefta- 
ble  wretch,  who  «*  prays  for  war,"  muft  be  obliged,  from  this  cir- 
cumflancc,  to  deteft  his  own  villanous  imprecation. 
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From  this  (latement  of  fads,  I  muft  afk  die  advocates  for  mon- 
archy or  ariftocracy,  what  think  YE  of  a  government,  in  which 
"  the  people"  have  no  control  ?  Would  not  the  people  of  Eng- 
land have  been  at  peace  long  before  this  period,  if  they  had  not 
been  prevented  by  tlieir  aibitrary  rulers  ?  Or  rather,  would  they 
not  have  been  chl'tged  to  profecute  the  war,  if  the  energies  of 
Bonaparte  had  not  arrefted  the  further  exertions  of  tlie  Englifli 
cabinet  ?  Would  not  the  fwords  of  Englifhmen  have  been  ftill 
drawn  to  flied  the  blood  of  Frenchmen  ?  and  inftead  of  fraternal 
embiaces  being  mutually  exchanged,  would  not  the  violence  of 
refentment  have  urged  each  of  them  to  fpread  the  horrors  of  war 
in  every  city  and  village  of  the  contending  parties  ? 

But,  thanks  to  a  benign  Providence,  the  fcene  is  changed.  In- 
ftead of  conflagrations y  we  behold  illuminations.  Tlie  soldiers, 
inftead  of  imbruing  their  hands  in  each  other's  blood,  are  clafping 
them  together  in  brotherly  affection  ;  the  sailors,  inftead  of 
groaning  under  the  cruelty  of  imprejfmentsy  are  rejoicing  around 
tlie  plenteous  board  oi  refrejljments  ;  the  citizens,  inftead  of  being 
alarmed  at  an  hoftile  invafion,  are  haftening  to  the  fhores  to  wel- 
come the  harbinger  of  public  fccurity.  The  whole  fccne  of  peace 
aflumes  a  pleafing  reverfe  of  war  ;  every  freeman's  breaft  expands^ 
in  tranfport  at  the  beatific  tranfition. 

Thus  far  the  reprefentation  of  the  benevolence  of  the  people  of 
England  is  exhibited  ; — but  when  we  turn  our  eyes  tOAvards 
France,  the  fcene  glows  witli  redoubled  fervency.  What  more 
tranfporting  and  dignified  fpedlacle  can  be  exhibited  than  the  fete 
in  Paris,  on  tlie  termination  of  war  ?  It  is  expreflive  of  all  tlie 
benevolent  fenlations  of  the  human  heart.  Inftead  of  a  wild,  fe- 
rocious efFufion  of  ungovernable  paflions,  (inflated  by  military  fuc- 
cefles)  the  whole  arrangement  evinces  the  moft  perfect  fyftem  of 
refined  reflexion  ;  every  part  of  the  tranfadion  leads  to  focial, 
moral,  and  political  improvement  : — "  A  temple,  dedicated  to 
Concord,  is  erecfled,  in  which  hymns  of  peace  and  fongs  of  joy 
are  to  be  fung,  accompanied  with  a  full  band  of  muficians,  pre- 
ceded by  drums  and  trumpets.  A  pantomimic  fpeftacle  is  to  be 
given,  in  which  all  :he  nations  of  the  earth  are  to  be  armed  againll 
each  other,  with  a  full  piiflure  of  the  calamities  of  war  ;  on  a  fud- 
den,  thefe  dreadful  evils  ceafc,  and  a  fcrene  light  is  flied  upon  tlic 
f«ene,  while  tlie  Temple  of  Peace  is  exhibited,  accompanied 
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with  the  pleafing  figures  of  the  Jine  Arts  and  Commerce  ;  during 
this  fcientific  and  dignified  repaft,  the  Temple  of  Commerce  arifes, 
furrounded  with  a  flotilla  of  boats,  elegantly  ornamented  ;  on 
board  of  which  the  feamen  of  all  nations  embark,  while  the  Temple 
refounds  with  the  flourifhes  of  a  full  band  of  mufic,  in  all  the  ec- 
ftacy  of  joy  and  conviality.  Each  citizen  is  to  illuminate  his 
znanfion  ;  the  Thuilleries,  bridges  and  quays  are  to  be  ornament- 
ed with  trophies,  expreflive  of  the  bleffings  of  peace." 

What  an  exalted  and  dignified  leffon  of  focial  happinefs  is  incul- 
cated by  this  feftival  !  Ye  revilers  of  France,  hide  your  heads  in 
the  duft,  while  calumniating  a  nation  which  even  moralizes  in  her 
feftive  exhibitions.  The  boifterous  huzzas  in  London  may  be  cal- 
culated to  exprefs  the  feelings  of  Englifhmen,  but  the  refinement 
of  France  leads  to  a  more  exalted  objed,  as  conneifted  with  the 
cultivation  of  the  human  mind.  Dragging  a  coach  may  gratify  the 
Benevolent  efftifions  of  a  well-difpofed  London  populace  (deprefled 
by  the  tyranny  of  their  mafters)  ;  but  the  citizens  of  France  rile 
fuperior  to  fuch  degrading  fervitude.  Under  the  patronage  of 
their  government,  they  exhibit  to  the  world  the  fame  dignified  de- 
portment in  the  celebration  of  peace,  as  they  difplayed  in  the  prof- 
ecution  of  war.  Every  movement  of  the  nation  gives  them  an 
elevated  pofition  and.xefpedable  attitude  ;  if  they  were  terrific  in 
■war,  they  are  inftrudive  in  peace.  Inftead  of  exciting  a  vindiftive 
temper  agarnft  their  enemies,  or  the  world,  their  flotilla  is  filled 
with  the  citizens  of  all  nations^  and  a  univeifal  peal  of  congratula- 
tion welcomes  them  to  chaunt  in  chorus,  ^ 

*'  Blefs^d  be  the  man,  by  Heaven  deJtgtCd 
*'  To  fet  the  world  from  flavery  free  ; 
**  In  every  age.,  in  every  clime, 
"  His  fame  fhall  live  in  er^acy.*' 
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CHIEF    PRIESTS    AND    "   THE    FARMER."     I 
**  My  Kingdom  is  not  of  this    World.''* 

OCURRlLiTY  and  detradion  have  fo  long  been  the  topics  in 
the  tory  papers  that  it  has  become  derogatory  to  the  cauie  of 
republicanifm  to  notice  tliem,  otherwife  than  by  ridicule  or  fatire. 
It  is  rather  pleafing  than  mortifying,  to  obferve  the  paltry  efforts 
of  an  expiring  fadlion,  to  recover  their  loft  ground  ;  and  their 
ftruggles  to  regain  that  afcendancy,  which  had  nearly  brought 
our  country  into  a  ftate  of  ruin,  are  more  diverting  than  alarming. 

If  a  man  was  inclined  to  write  a  farce,  he  could  not  take  a 
fubje<n:  more  appropriate  to  his  purpofe,  than  the  ridiculous  farrago 
which  is  conftantly  exhibited  in  the  tory  gazettes.  On  one  fide, 
we  Ihould  find  a  "  Sulpicius"  roaring  with  the  utmoft  vocifera- 
tion, that  the  ivhok  body  of  clergy  were  in  danger  of  annihilation, 
and  for  no  otlier  reafon,  than  becaufc  a  writer  over  the  fignature 
of  a  "  Farmer"  had  declared  xhztfome  among  the  order  had  been 
more  outrageous  than  ctrcumfpeB  in  their  political  conduft. — Ad- 
mitting that  the  Farmer  has  fald  this,  yet  it  is  a  truth  which  cannot 
be  controverted,  and  Sulpicius  by  making  an  uproar,  will  not 
perfuadc  the  people  that  the  charge  is  erroneous.  When  we  read 
this  clerical  advocate^  we  cannot  but  fmilc  at  his  lolly  ;  he  repre- 
fents  the  prieftly  order  as  fliaken  to  its  centre — he  calls  upon  the 
religious  of  all  denominations  to  rally  round  their  flandard — ^he 
portrays  eight  hundred  of  them  as  falling  martyrs  In  the  caufe 
of  virtue  and  rrtorality — we  almoft  anticipate  the  faggots  and  fire 
of  extermination,  and  our  imagination  is  enlivciled  with  the  flames 
afcending  towards  heaven,  while  tlicir  expiring  bodies  arc  cngulph- 
ed  in  the  horrid  conflagration. 

To  llicw  the  folly  of  Sulpicius,  fuppofc  the  writer  of  a  fiirce 
Ihould,  in  the  firft  fccne,  reprefent  him  portending,  in  a  phrcnlical 
D  d 
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attitude,  the  ruin  and  deftrudion  of  the  clergy — fhould  defcribe 
on  the  ftage,  the  tortures  and  perfecutions  of  this  refpedtable  clafs 
of  citizens,  and  clofe  the  ad:,  with  a  defcriptive  fcene  of  tlieir  ag- 
onizing difTolution.  While  this  was  exhibited,  there  is  no  doubt 
the  audience  would  exprefs  the  higheft  indignation  at  the  cruel 
tranfadion  ;  but,  if  in  the  next  aft,  we  fliould  obferve  a  large 
number  of  thofe  individuals,  who  are  thus  exclaiming  againft 
perfecution  (with  Sulpicius  himfelf  in  the  group)  arrayed  at  the 
expenfe  of  their  focieties,  in  their  gowns  and  canonicals,  claiming 
precedency  in  the  various  circles  in  which  they  affemble,  and  feated 
around  almofl:  every  feftive  board  within  their  vicinity,  partaking 
of  the  comforts  of  life  in  a  fuperior  degree  to  moft  of  their  parifli- 
ioners,  we  fhould  readily  turn  our  deteftation  on  the  author  of  the 
calumny,  and  laugh  at  the  folly  of  thofe  who  apprehended  their 
annihilation. 

We  fhould  readily  inquire  in  what  inflance  are  the  clergy 
perfecutcd  ?  Did  they  ever  live  in  more  union  with  their  paiifli- 
ioners  ?  Were  they  ever  better  clothed  and  fed  than  at  the 
prefent  day  ?  Is  there  one  man  of  the  clergy,  who  dreads  the 
indignation  of  his  parifliionets  in  confequence  of  the  remarks  or 
the  Farmer,  provided  he  ads  conformable  to  the  duties  of  his 
ofHce  ?  While  he  continues  in  the  line  of  his  profeflion,  there  is  no 
danger  of  difquietude — tlie  people  are  willing  to  hear  gojpel  truths, 
though  they  may  be  difpleafed  with  political  herejy.  If  he  fo  far 
violates  his  ordination-contrad  by  preaching  *•  the  do8rines  ofmetiy* 
inflead  of  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  he  is  no  more  entitled  to  pay 
from  his  parifh,  than  if  he  totally  abandoned  his  pulpit,  and 
purfued  a.,  calling  foreign  from  his  engagements.  If  the  parifh- 
ioners  pay  three  dollars  a  year  to  a  printer  for  newfpapers,  they 
are  unwilling  to  pay  ten  dollars  a  year  to  a  parfon  for  political 
difquifitions,  A  printer  and  a  preacher  are  two  diflind  occupa- 
tions, and  while  the  people  give  the  former  a  fupport  in  the  line 
of  his  bufinefs,  they  are  unwilling  to  double  the  expenfe  to  hear 
a  repetition  of  tlie  fame  fubjeds  from  the  latter.  When  we  read 
newfpapers,  we  exped  to  find  political  controverfies,  and  when 
we  read  or  hear  fermons  we  exped  to  find  religious  differtations. 
When  we  fee  a  fermon  turned  into  a  newfpaper,  it  is  as  foreign 
from  our  expedations,  as  to  fee  a  hewf paper  turned  into  a  fermon  ; 
every  performance  ought  to  be  analagous  to  the  profeflion  of  its 
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uutlior.  A  printer  to  become  preacher,  or  a  preacher  to  become 
printer,  is  quite  out  of  charaAer.  A  printer's  dnli*  with  h\s/muHi 
paper  apron,  in  the  pulpit,  wpyld  cut  a  Angular  £gure,  and  a  cler- 
gyman in  liis  lands,  befmeared  with  ink  and  beating  the  block  halUt 
would  be  nearly  as  laughable  a  charadcr. 

The  Fakmer  has  cpniidered  the  fubje<ft  on  this  rational 
ground,  and  he  is  attacked  with  the  utmoft  violepce  for  this  plain 
pofition.  But  who  can  coutradift  the  afiertion,  that  the  duty  of 
tlie  clergy  relates  to  fpintuals*  and  is  totally  diftin£k  from  tem- 
porals. This  is  the  dodrine  of  our  Saviour,  who  declared. 
"  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  ivorU,"  If  tlie  clergy  are  his  ambaff- 
adors,  they  ought  to  be  employed  about "  tlieir  Mafter's  bufinefs.'* 
If  "  His  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,"  certainly  his  vicegerents 
cannot  have  adiilind  kingdom  from  him,  under  whofe  commiffion 
tliey  officiate.  The  whole  dodrine  of  fcripture  exprefsly  difowns 
every  thing  of  a  temporal  nature.  Revelation  is  founded  en  the 
declaration  of  the  Supreme  Being,  that  the  powers  of  the  earth 
fhall  not  prevail  againft  it.  A  real  Chriftian  increafes  in  his  faith, 
by  the  oppofition  made  againft  the  fiat  of  Omnipotence — thtf 
difciples  and  apoftles  never  reprobated  Pilate  or  the  chief  prufls, 
becaufe  they  were  attempting  to  annihilate  the  Chriftan  fyftem  by 
their  peifecution  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  exulted  at  the  idea,  that 
every  attempt  to  deftroy  its  benign  operation,  would  give  celerity 
to  the  propagation.  The  martyrs  at  the  ftake  never  bewailed  tlie 
decline  of  religion  by  their  facrifice,  but,  amidft  all  the  torture  and 
ridicule  of  tlieir  enemies,  rejoiced  in  the  plealmg  hope,  that  "  the 
gates  of  hell  fliould-not  prevail  againft  it." 

If  this  was  the  faith  of  the  difciples,  apoftles  and  martyrs,  why 
does  Sulpicius  or  any  of  the  clergy  appear  fo  alarmed  at  the 
obfervations  of  the  Farmer  ?  This  wTiter,  fo  far  from  wilhing  to 
injure  the  clergy,  only  enjoins  the  fame  doftrines  promulgated  by 
our  Saviour  and  his  apoftles.  When  Chrift  was  on  earth  the 
chief  priefls  were  the  moft  powerful  and  vindiflive  body  that  oppof- 
ed  his  miniftry.  At  tliat  time,  thefe  priefls  were  interfering  in 
political  concerns.  They  were  crying  out — "  he  is  not  Cxfar's 
friend."     They  perfecuted  him  in    their    ecclefiaftical   capacity, 

•  /  beg  pardon  for  the  exprejfton  ;  but  it  is  a  technical  term  in  the 
typographical  profejion. 
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becaufe  they  found  he  was  deftroylng  their  political  authority. 
Amidft  this  general  outcry  againft  him  and  his  adherents,  we 
find  no  diftruft  of  the  extermination  of  the  Chriftian  fyftem  ;  but  the 
commiflion  was  given,  even  in  this  "  reign  of  terror,"  to  go  forth 
^nd  preach  the  go/pel  to  all  nations.  Chrift's  kingdom  being  not 
of  this  world,  he  rather  promoted  his  caufe  by  the  oppofition  from 
civil  rulers.  Religion  and  civil  policy  were  at  variance,  and  the 
ftrength  of  religion  was  evidenced  by  not  meddling  with  civil  author- 
ity. Is  it  not  ftrange  then,  that  thofe  of  the  prefent  day,  who  profefs 
to  believe  in  the  gofpel,  fliould  be  fo  conftantly  alarming  the 
people,  that  religion  is  to  be  exterminated  ?_  If  they  believe  as 
they  profefs,  thefe  men  muft  be  afhamed  of  their  conduft.  Inftead 
of  being  believers  in,  they  may  more  properly  be  ftyled  revilers 
of,  the  gofpel.  They  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  declaration, 
**  that  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  not  prevail  againft  it/'  They  en- 
deavour to  gainfay  what  our  Saviour  has  exprefsly  declared,  that 
**  his  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.'*  Inftead  of  preaching 
politics,  let  them  attend  to  Chriftian  doftrines,  and  by  that  means 
put  to  filence  their  opponents. 

Religion  never  gained  a  profelyte  by  a  political  argument. 
Propagating  tales  of  illuminati,  will  never  convert  a  man  to  the 
Chriftian  faith  ;  it  rather  leads  him  to  doubt  its  authenticity,  when 
he  is  told  that  there  is  danger  of  its  being  fubverted  by  a  combi- 
nation of  renegadoes  in  Europe  and  America.  If  the  clergy  are 
alarmed,  it  naturally  makes  the  people  timid,  for  if  the  foldiers 
who  are  fpedally  comm'ijjioned  to  "  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith," 
are  difcomfited,  how  can  they  expeft  to  gain  followers  when  the 
caufe  is  confidered  defperate  ?  If  the  apoftles  had  afled  -as  fame 
of  our  modem  clergy  do,  they  would  have  ruiiied  in  the  firft 
outfet  the  whole  fyftem  of  revelation.  Sulpicius  appears  more 
alarmed  at  the  Farmer,  than  the  difciples  were  at  the  anathemas 
of  the  whole  Jewifli  hierarchy.  He  has  only  ^ivccifome  of  them 
a  gentle  reproof,  and  by  the  fubtlety  of  a_/fw  deUnquenisy  they  are 
attempting  to  bring  into  the  controverfy  the  whole  order.  The 
difciples,  when  commiflloned  to  preach  the  gofpel,  were  ordered 
to  take  neither  money  nor  fcrip  ;  but  Sulpicius  is  roufing  the 
clergy  under  an  apprehenfion,  that  if  they  cannot /orr^  tfte  people 
to  pay  them,  the  Chriftian  religion  will  foon  be  obliterated.  This 
temporal  fupport  was  but  a  fmall  confideration  with  the  primitive 
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Chriftians,  for  St.  Paul  declares  that  if  they  looked  for  con- 
folation  in  this  world,  "  of  all  men  they  would  be  the  mofl: 
miierable." 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  leflen  their  reputation,  or  take  one  cent 
from  their  decent  maintenance.  As  a  citizen,  I  wifli  to  give  them 
a  proper  eftimation  in  the  public  mind  ;  but  if  a  few  clamorous 
individuals  are  endeavouring  to  raife  them  to  an  elevation  above 
that  wliich  is  contemplated  by  fcripture,  it  is  proper  to  confider 
this  fubjeft  on  the  primary  principles  of  the  gofpel.  Our  Saviour 
was  born  in  a  manger  :  he  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head  ;  he 
was  perfecuted,  and  at  laft  crucified  in  the  mod  ignominious 
manner — his  difciples  followed  his  do(5trines  and  experienced 
fimilar  indignity.  The  Chriftian  religion,  however,  prevailed 
againft  every  oppofition,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  faints,  it 
will  prevail  till  the  confummation  of  all  things.  The  "  filthy 
lucre"  of  this  world,  is  no  way  connedled  with  gofpel  truths,  and 
and  when  we  fee  men  roufed  to  an  improper  refentmcnt,  on 
the  fuggcftion  of  a  decreafe  of  pecuniary  emoluments,  we  have 
rcafon  to  doubt  the  fincerity  of  their  religious  profeffions.  Such 
mep  are  the  greatefl  enemies  to  the  caufe  of  real,  unadulterated 
Chriftianity.  It  Ihows  they  purfue  the  profeffion  merely  for  the 
emoluments  arifing  from  it,  and  not  for  tlie  glory  of  God. 

I  acknowledge,  however,  that  fociety  requires  every  refpc^^ 
to  the  clergy,  and  I  fhould  be  forry  to  have  them  depreciated  in 
public  eftimation.  A  large  proportion  of  them  are  wortliy  the 
highcft  confidence,  and  I  hope  ever  to  fee  tliem  maintained  vvith 
a  cheerful  liberality.  But,  when  we  obferve  too  great  a  ftride 
taken  to  impofc  on  the  public  by  fuch  writers  as  Sulpicius,  &c. 
it  is  neceflary  to  place  the  fubjed  on  its  juft  bafis,  and  if  any  real 
Chrlfllan  contends  the  principles,  he  will  be  heard  and  aiifwered 
with  all  that  candour,  which  the  importance  of  the  controverfy 
demands. 

To  conclude  this  difcourfe,  I  would  briefly  oblcivc,  u  is  vnj 
fincere  belief,  that  the  people  of  this  country  were  never  more 
difpofcd  to  pay  every  refped  to  the  clergy,  in  the  line  of  their  pro- 
ftjfiont  than  at  the  prefcnt  day  ;  and  the  only  difficulty  which  ha« 
arifen,  is  folely  owing  to  ayrw  of  the  order,  who,  from  bigotry, 
pride  and  oftentxition,  have  bufied  themfelves  in  thofe  things  which 
io  not  concern  them,  and  thereby  raifcd  a  jcaloufy  which  >» 
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difficult  to  remove.  If  fuch  fanatics  would  hold  their  peace, 
and  mind  tlieir  fcriptural  ftudies,  inftead  of  revifmg  Chejierfieldt 
and  exciting  falfe  alarms,  about  combinations,  maflacres,  &c, 
every  difficulty  would  fubfide,  and  general  harmony  between 
niinifters  and  people  would  be  fpeedily  reftored. 


No.  LV. 

OBSERVATIONS    ON    THE     HON.    G.    MORRIs's     SPEECH 
UPON  THE  REPEAL  OF  THE  JUDICIARY  LAW. 
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HEN  declamation  aflumes  the  garb  of  argument,  it  Is  proper 
to  expofe  the  pageantry  and  exhibit  the  fubjed  before  the  public  in 
its  proper  habiliments.  When  a  Senator  libels  the  people,  we 
cannot  but  fmile  at  the  tears  he  may  fixed,  while  bemoaning  the 
annihilation  of  the  Conftitution.  The  people  being  the  fource  of 
the  Federal  Conftitution,  an  attempt  to  vitiate  tlie  principles  of  its 
vitality  deferves  the  moft  pointed  reprehenfion. 

While  reading  Mr.  Morris's  fpeech,  we  cannot  but  pity  the 
man  who  facrifices  propriety  to  fonorous  periods,  who  vilifies 
that  "  popular  will  which  brought  him  into  political  exiftence," 
and  who  deprecates  "  public  opinion"  as  the  quick-fand  on  which 
the  Conftitution  is  to  be  wrecked.  He  feems  to  take  a  ftand  above 
all  legitimate  control,  and  places  hirafelf  and  tlie  "  frail  beings" 
around  him,  as  tlie  only  barriers  to  maintain  tlie  dignity,  harmony 
and  exiftence  oS  the  American  nation. 

"The  people"  are  held  in  the  utmoft  ftate  of  degradation, 
and  under  this  impreffion,  he  exclaims  with  fuperlative  confidence, 
that,"  we,  we  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  are  affembled  here 
to  fave  the  people  from  their  rcioii  dangerous  enemy  j  to  fave  them 
from  ihavjdves  ;  to  guard  them  agalnft  the  baneful  effedts  of  their 
otvn  precipitation,  their pajf  on s  andmlfgulded  zeal  /" — A  modeft  decla- 
ration tioily  !  Happy,  thrice  happy  Americans  !  how  enviable  your 
iituation,  that  the  Hon.  Governeur  Morris,  Efq.  and  his  "  frail"  af- 
fociates  Ihould  become  the  fole  guardians  of  your  hapP'^^^^^""^^ 
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what  a  permanent  bafis  are  your  liberties,  lives,  and  property 
founded  ! — With  this  anchor  ye  can  ride  out  tlie  tcmpcfluous 
ftorm  of  your  patHons  ;  ye  can  truft  your  treafures  to  tlicir  man- 
agement, and  "  throw  your  compafs  and  charts  into  tlie  ocean," 
wliile  the  political  fliip  is  dirc<fted  by  iheir  fuperior  wifdom. — 
How  fublime  the  benevolence  !  that  a  man  fliould  wreft  the 
weapon  from  the  hands  of  "  tut  people,"  which  is  uplifted  to 
commit  the  fatal  atfl  oi  fuklde.  This  virtuous  Senator,  like  the 
angel  of  old,  arrcfts  the  fword  juft  ready  to  fever  every  endearing 
bond  which  unites  tlae  paternal  and  filial  affedions  of  focifety. — 
**  Do  thyfelf  no  harm,"  is  the  friendly  voice  of  this  gxiardian  of 
our  welfare — "  paufe  !  paufc  !  for  heaven's  fake,  paufe  !"  is  the 
fervent  fupplication  of  this  difmterefted  and  magnanimous  patriot. 
Solicitous  for  our  happinefs,  he  proclaims  the  glad  tidings,  that 
**  WE,  we  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  are  aflembled  here  to 
fave  the  people  from  ttiemfelves"  !  !  ! — "  We,  we  the  Senate  be- 
feech  you  to  have  mercy  on  your  lives,  liberty  and  property  ;" 
**  *tis  for  this  purpofe  tlrat  we  are  chofen  ;  elfe  why  are  we  clew- 
ed for  fix  years  ;  or  why  are  we  chofen  by  communUles  while  the 
Reprefentatives  are  chofen  d'treBly  by  the  people.''^  After  this  pathetic 
appeal,  can  "  The  People"  hefitate  a  moment  to  furrender  every 
Icgiflative  tranfadion  to  the  Senate  ?  Can  they  truft  to  their  Repre- 
fentsti<ves  luho  are  only  direffly  chofen  by  themfelves  ?  Can  they  be  fb 
foolifh  as  to  look  for  prote(5lion  from  men  who  receive  no  other 
commifllon  than  the  immediate  fuffr ages  of  their  fellow-citizens  ? 

The  voice  thus  calling  on  the  people  is  rendered  ftill  more  har- 
monious by  a  declaration  of  the  ftrongcft  attachment  to  die  Con- 
ftitution.  The  fage  and  benevolent  Senator,  while  imploring  the 
people  not  to  commit  violence  on  themfelves,  declares  that  he  has 
been  "  twenty  years  theiry^rtjon/."  Although  he  has  been  "  afer- 
vant^*  upwards  of  two  apprenticeftiips  to  this  outrageous  rabble, 
yet  he  now  begins  to  vilify  and  abufe  his  maflers.  He  denounces 
them  as  a  pack  of  cut-throats,  as  committing  outrages  on  thenfelvety 
and  reprefents  his  employers  as  infane  and  dangerous  to  be  trufted. 
This  is  an  extraordinary  rtory  for  "  a  fervant"  to  propagate  about 
his^  marter  ;  after  being  twenty  years  in  their  fervice,  a  better 
report  might  have  been  expcflcd.  It  is  rather  fingular  to  hear  a 
"fervant"  infult  his  w^rr  with  fuch  language — common  decency 
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might  have  warranted  a  more  mild  reprehenfion,  from  one  who 
aflumes  the  courtly  addreis  of  a  gentleman. 

How  tlie  Hon.  Governeur  Morris  Ihould  have  more  frhndjhtp 
for  the  people,  than  they  have  for  themfehes,  is  a  political  paradox. 
The  Confiitution,  in  the  preamble,  conveys  no  fuch  idea.  It  is 
there  declared,  "  We,  the  People  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfeft  union,  eftablifh  juftice,"  &:c. — but,  if  Mr. 
Morris  is  right  in  his  pofition,  it  ought  to  have  run  thus,  "  We  the 
People,  being  difpofed  to  injure  ourf^lves,  but  having  at  this 
moment  a  ftiort  interval  of  refledlion,  do  conftitute  and  appoint  the 
Hon.  Governeur  Morris  and  his  "  frail"  afibciates,  the  guardians 
and  protestors  of  our  rights,  liberty  and  property  ;  and  more  ef. 
pecially  to  defend  us  agalnjl  ourfehes.^*  If  this  had  been  the  decla- 
ration, inftead  of  being  Tifervant,  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  lord 
high  protestors  of  the  people  ;  he  would  then  have  had  a  commifilon 
properly  authenticated  to  denounce  the  citizens  ;  he  could  then 
witli  propriety  have  faid  "  that  he  loved  the  Confiitution — that  he 
confidered  it  tlae  bond  of  our  union — that  on  it  depended  our  har- 
mony and  our  peace — that  without  it  we  fhould  be  plunged  into 
all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war — that  tlie  country  would  be  deluged 
■with  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants,  and  a  brother's  hand  would  be 
raifed  againft  the  bofom  of  a  brother."  To  be  confident,  he  can- 
not love  a  Conftitution  which  is  founded  on  the  will  of  men  whom 
he  confidcrs  fo  frantic  that  "  we,  we  the  Senators"  are  obliged  to 
fave  them  from  their  moil  dangerous  enemies,  viz.  themselves. 
Or  does  he  conceive  that  after  they  had  exhaufted  their  'w'lfdom  in 
tlie  mighty  effort  to  create  h'lm  a  Senator,  tliat  tliey  confequently 
exhibited  their  folly  in  laying  a  foundation  to  deftroy  tliemfelves  ? 
The  "  fervant"  in  this  cafe  becomes  fuperior  to  his  lord.  How 
Mr.  Morris  acquired  more  attachment  to  the  interefl  of  tlie  people 
than  they  have  for  tliemfelves,  is  a  fingular  phenomenen.  In  what 
inftance  has  it  appeared  ?  Where  is  the  document  which  gives  him 
this  pre-eminence  ?  On  what  occafion  was  it  evinced  ?  Before  3 
man  affumes  this  elevated  tone,  it  is  neceflary  for  him  to  produce 
the  pledge  of  his  fupremacy — we  doubt  his  premifes,  and  it  lies 
with  Kim  to  fubftantiate  his  claim. 

Befides,  what  part  of  the  people  does  he  prefume  to  dictate  ? 
Poes  he  charge  the  'whole  body  as  guilty  of  fuicide  ?  Are  federal 
aid  anti-federal  all  in  league  to  deftroy  tliemfelves  ?  It  feems  this 
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is  his  meaning,  for  he  appears  afraid  to  trufi;  the  Houfe  of  Reprc- 
fentatives  even  to  amend  the  bilj.  This  fenatorial  proteP.or  of  our 
rights  further  declares,  that  "  to  amend  the  bill  were  to  deftroy  it ;" 
"  that  even  if  it  got  back  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  it  would 
perifh,"  and  he  is  candid  enough  to  declare  that  "  we,  we  the 
•Senate"  "  took  the  bill  with  all  its  imperfedions." 

In  this  ftate  of  the  bufmefs,  Mr.  Morris,  I  am  difpofed  to  join 
you  in  your  caution,  of"  paufe  !  paufe  !  for  heaven's  fake  paufe  !" 
Let  the  people  who  are  thus  reprobated  by  you,  ferioufly  demand 
why  you  was  afraid  to  truft  the  bill  to  the  deliberate  deciflon  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  Were  not  the  refpeftive  branches 
of  the  Legiflature  compofed  at  that  time  of  a  majority  of  thofc 
wlio  are  emphatically  ftyled  federaJifts  ?  Why  was  you  at  that  time 
jealous,  "  if  it  got  back  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  it  would 
perilh  f "  Was  it  of  fo  dangerous  a  nature,  tliat  £ven  the  high- 
toned  fcderalifts  of  the  "  old  fchool"  viewed  it  with  an  unfriendly 
eye  ?  Could  you  not  truft  it  in  tlieir  hands,  even  for  "  an  amend- 
ment" ?  Was  it  of  fuch  a  delicate  texture,  that  to  anund  was  to 
dejiray  ?  Indeed,  honourable  fry  your  rhapfodies  tranfport  you  be- 
yond your  proper  latitude — you  carry  too  much  fail  for  your  bal- 
lail — you  "  throw  the  Ihip  into  the  wind"  by  your  fuperlative 
auflerity,  for  while  you  level  your  attack  on  the  people,  you  equal- 
ly denounce  the  whole  body  of  federalifts  who  compofed«  one 
branch  of  the  Legiflature  ;  you  prefumed  to  fave  them  alfo  from 
'Uhe7nfchesr 

To  bring  this  part  of  your  fpeech  tc  ifliie,  I  would  inquire  of 
the  Hon.  Governeur  Morris,  why  he  was  afraid  to  truft  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  v/ith  a  fecond  coftfideiation  of  tlie  fubjed  ? 
Were  not  a  large  proportion  of  the  members  high-toned  fcderalifts, 
friends  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  oppofed  to  Mr.  JefFerfon  ?  Did  they  not 
appear  in  their  night-caps  and  coclades  to  countera^  his  eledlon  ? 
Why  then,  honourable  ftr.,  was  you  jealous  that  your  favourite  pro- 
jeft  would  be  defeated  amid  fuch  a  hoft  of  federal  ftiend«?-If 
they  put  on  their  night-raps  and  the  ftill  more  formidable  inlij^ni:?-  of  a 
cochadt't  to  oppofc  Mr.  Jeiivrfon,  it  is  probable  they  would  hav6 
difpltiycd  equal  fervor  m  fupport  of  the  Judicii+ry  fyftem.  Your 
declaration  I'acrefore,  honourable  fir,  fully  evinces  the  fallacy  o£ 
your  reafonint:^  ;  it  proves  that  even  the  federalifts  in  the  Houfe  of 
E'e 
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Reprefentatives  were  unfriendly  to  ilie  meafure  ;  that  the  Judicia- 
ry a(S,  if  it  was  now  before  the  fame  men  who  conftituted  the  laft 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  would  be  deftroyed.  In  fhort,  "  We, 
THE  PEOPLE,"  defireno  other  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  the  re- 
peal than  this  fnink  and  explicit  declaration  of  the  Hcnourable 
Governeur  Morris. 

"  Faufe  !  paufe  !"  fellow-citizens,  "  for  heaven's  fake  paufe,'* 
before  you  truft  your  lives,  liberties  and  property  into  the  hands  of 
men  who  declare  you  in  a  ftate  of  infanity.  If  the  people  are  not 
competent  to  fecure  tliemfelves,  or  if  they  are  to  look  folely  to  the 
Honourable  G.  Morris  and  his  "  frail"  alTociates  for  proteftion, 
the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  them.  If  the  people  would  deftroy 
themfelves,  vain  is  their  hope,  if  they  look  to  him  for  refufcitation. 
I  am  free  to  declare,  I  had  rather  truft  to  the  people  than  to  him. 
The  Honourable  G.  Morris  may  be  a  wife  man,  a  prudent  man, 
an  honourable  man,  and  a  patriot ;  but  however  wife,  prvident  and 
honourable  he  may  be,  yet  I  truft  the  people  will  never  be  in  fuch 
a  delirium  as  to  look  to  him  as  the  fole  guardian  of  their  conftitu* 
tional  rights.  We,  *<  we  the  people,"  are  not  difpofed  to  commit 
fuicide,  and  we  muft  paufe  before  we  admit  the  idea,  that  the 
Senate  are  a  body  afTembled  to  fave  us  from  our  "  mojl  dangerous 
enemy,"  to  fave  us  from  ourselves. 

OthcK  remarks  on  this  Speech  will  occupy  the  next  Number. 
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H-ONOURx-VBLE    GOVERNEUR    MORRIS  S    SPEECH. 

W  HEN  a  man  weeps  over  the  Conftitution,  it  naturally  excites 
a  degree  of  complacency  in  the  public  mind  to  attend  to  his 
lamentations  ;  but  after  examining  the  caufe  of  his  complaints, 
and  finding  it  the  mere  rhapfody  of  a  heated  imagination,  vire 
•anuot  but  fmilc  at  the  vehemsace  of  his  exclamation. 
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A  ftranger,  upon  reading  Mr.  Morris's  fpecch,  would  naturally 
fuppofe  that  the  fate  of  America  was  fuipended  on  the  continuance 
of  this  judiciary  fyftem  ;  he  would  think  that  uf>on  its  repeal, 
difcord,  anarchy  and  a  ftate  of  nature  would  be  tlic  immcdi;iic 
refult  of  the  decifion  ;  that  govenvnent  was  dillblved  ;  that 
the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives  were  annihilated,  and 
that  nothing  was  to  be  expecled  but  infurreclions  and  every 
civil  commotion. 

This  lively  defcription  might  well  be  expe«5ted  from  Mr. 
Morris,  who  feels  fucli  a  ftrong .  attachment  to  this  particular 
branch  of  government  ;  who  declares  it  to  be  the  "  fortrefs  of 
the  conftitution"  ;  who,  "  like  honed  Ajax,  would  not  only  throw 
a  fliield  before  it,  but  would  build  around  it  a  wall  of  brafs.'* 
When  a  man  fteps  forward  in  fuch  a  commanding  attitude,  witli 
"  his  ihield  and  wall  of  brafs,"  we  arc  ready  to  fympatliize  with 
him,  fliould  he  fail  to  cffe<ft  his  magnanimous  purpofe. 

But,  honourable  fir,  let  us  be  cool  on  this  fubjc(fl,.let  us  throw 
afide  all  the  parade  of  rhetoric,  and  appeal  to  tlie  reafon,  ratlier 
tlian  the  paffions  of  the  people  ;  let  us  "  paufe,"  before  we  decide. 
After  this  deliberate  refledlion,  I  hope  even  the  Honorable  Govern- 
eur  Morris,  Efq.  will  wipe  away  his  tears,  foothe  the  emotions  of 
his  labouring  mind,  and  fo  far  compofe  himfelf  as  to  lay  afide  his 
fhield  and  remove  his  wall  of  brafs,  as  ufelefs  and  unnecelTary. 

Admit,  honourable  fir,  that  the  repeal  lliould  take  place,  I 
would  afk  you,  what  difficulties  would  enfue  ?  Would  the  Confti- 
tution  be  annihilated  by  the  repeal  of  a  law,  which  you  declared, 
would  not  have  pafled,  had  it  been  returned  to  tlie  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefcntatives for  amendments  ?  According  to  your  own  ftatement, 
it  was  a  crude,  undigefted  fyftem — it  was  a  child  of  fdch  diftorted 
features,  that  you  was  obliged  to  watch  it  like  a  godfather,  in  its 
cradle — you  was  afraid  to  truft  it  out  of  your  hands — you  dan- 
dled it  on  your  knees,  and  could  not  truft  it  to  walk  into  another 
room,  left  it  fhould  perilh  in  its  progrefs.  Can  any  man  be  fo  fool- 
ifh  as  to  think,  that  a  fyftem  fo  incomplete  in  its  fabrication,  fo 
weak  in  its  compofition,  and  fo  abhorrent  even  to  thofe  who  gave 
it  exiftence,  fhould  be  the  "  wall  of  brafs,"  to  fecure  the  freedom, 
fovereignty  and  independence  of  our  country  ?  This  wonderful 
projedl  was  matured  with  precipitation,  and  organized  at  a  mo- 
ment, when  the  agents  therafelves  were  under  the  ftrongeft  paroK-. 
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ifms  of  their  own  diffolutlon — this  being-  a  fad,  how  is  it  poffible 
tliat  the  welfare,  profperity  and  happinefs  of  the  United  States 
fhould  be  fufpended  on  fuch  a  frail,  incoherent  and  undigefted 
fyftem. 

It  is  diverting  to  obferve  the  pathos  of  Mr.  Morris,  when  he 
exclaims,  "  if  we  lofe  th'is  charter.,  never,  never,  fhall  we  get  anoth- 
er.'* I  would  inquire,  honourable  fir,  what  charter  ?  Do  you  can 
this  Judiciary  aft  a  charter,  which,  if  we  lofe,  we  "  never,  never" 
can  renew  ?  What  mighty  boon  do  we  obtain  by  the  adoption  ? 
What  valuable  acquirements  are  fecured  to  the  people  by  this  hafr 
ty  performance  ?  Will  a  numerous  body  of  judges,  with  all  the 
expenfes  attending  their  appointment,  be  confidcred  "  a  charter** 
fo  valuable,  that  if  we  lofe  it,  the  lofs  will  be  irreparable  ?  The  cit- 
izens, I  believe,  will  never  confider  it  fo  effential  to  their  happinefs, 
as  to  bemoan  its  annihilation  ;  more  efpecially,  when  they  know, 
that  by  repealing  this  a<5l,  we  are  reftorcd  to  the  fame  fyftem,  under 
which  government  proceeded  during  the  adminiftration  of  Wafli- 
irigton.  By  difmiffing  your  phalanx  of  judges,  ■tve  reftore  the  old 
order  of  things,  and  if  we  were  able  to  obtain  juftice  under  the  be- 
nign adminiftration  of  our  firft  Prcfident,  why  do  you  prefume  to 
predift  a  di/Tolutioii  of  the  Conftitution,  when  we  are  defiroiis  of 
giving  the  fame  energy  to  the  Judiciary  as  was  experienced 
under  him  ? 

"  Away,  away,  with  all  thefe  derogatory  fuppofitions"  ;  make 
yourfelf  eafy,  honourable  fir.  If  Waftiington  was  able  to  purfue 
the  great  purpofes  of  government  under  the  former  fyftem,  is 
it  not  the  higheft  prefumption  to  fuppofe  that  it  will  not  now  an- 
fwer  ?  Even  Mr.  Adams  had  no  other  Judiciary  than  what  is  now 
propofed — ^neither  could  he  need  more.  Were  not  the  former 
judges  ^ully  competent  to  enforce  the  Sedition  Law  ?  Did  he  find 
in  any  one  iriftanCe,  that  the  judges  were  (deficient  in  executing 
every  federal  mandate  ?  Were  not  the  courts  of  law  prompt  in 
their  dccifions  to  aid  every  meafure  which  bore  the  feature  of  ex- 
ecutive patrofiage  ?  Did  Judge  Bee  want  any  ftirtiulus  rn  the  cf)n- 
deWiriatibn  of  Robbins  ?  The  judges  under  the  former  adn^fiiiftra- 
tion  were  preachers  of  the  glad  tidings  of  prefidcntial  infallibility, 
iii  every  part  of  tlie  UllioH.  Produce,  fir,  one  Cafe',  w^ierein  the 
government  was  efhTjAn-dfled  fi-orii  the  delirlquency  of  the  judges  ? 
If  the' Judiciary  Wferc  then  adequate  to  all  federal  purpofes,  why 
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at-e  they  now  deF.ctent  ?  If  Mr.  Adams  could  profccute  his  mea- 
fufcs  undier  the  old  clbibliihment,  why  ai'c  you  to  fuppofe  that  Mr. 
Jefferfon  is  not  equal  to  the  fame  undertaking  ?  Why  ihould  Mr. 
Adams  on  tlae  night  of  his  diflblution,  v.-ilh  to  force  on  his  fucccf- 
ibr  a  more  extravagant  Judiciary  than  he  himfelf  had  maintained  ? 
Was  it  juft,  that  Mr.  Jefferfon  fliould  be  incumbered  with  fuj^cr- 
nunierary  judges,  and  thereby  bring  his  adminlftration  into  difrc- 
pute,  by  an  additional  expenfe  ?  Why  {hould  tlie  wheels  of  govern- 
ment be  clogged  with  a  new  fyftem  of  judiciary,  at  the  moment 
Mr.  Jefferfon  was  introduced  into  office  ?  Why  did  Mr.  Adams 
fuppofe,  that  his  fucceflbr  could  not  profecute  the  bufinefs  of  the  gov- 
ernment witli  the  fame  number  of  judges  as  were  thought  ccmpc- 
tent  from  the  firlT:  eftablifhment  of  the  Conftitution  I  It  mull  rath- 
er appear  officious  in  Mr.  Adams  to  create  a  fupeniumerary  body 
of  judges,  at  the  moment  he  was  leaving  his  office,  and  when  in 
all  probability  the  bufmefs  was  decreafuig.  It  is  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  a  man's  placing  a  number  of  tenants  in  a  houfe  after  tlie  expira- 
tion of  his  leale,  and  prefuniing  to  give  tliem  a  permanent  rcfidence, 
witliout  the  advice  or  confent  of  the  real  owner, 

Mr.  Morris  exhibits  fuch  an  cnthufiaftic  frenzy  in  this  debate, 
that  he  appears  rather  like  an  infatuated  preaclier,  than  a  deliber- 
ate Senator.  The  epithets  are  more  exprcffivc  of  fanaticifm  than 
rcfleiflion.  In  one  inftance,  he  rcprefents  himfelf  in  the  ftrong 
mufcular  pofition  of  Ajax,  throwing  a  fhield  to  defend  the  Judicia- 
ry, and  with  Herculean  vigour  building  a  wall  of  brafs  around  it: 
but  after  all  his  exertion  in  wielding  his  Ihield  and  building  his  wall, 
he  declares,  "  he  is  too  weak  to  defend  the  ramparts  againft  the  hoft 
of  aflailants."  He  hoxvever  feems  determined  to  purfue  his  enter- 
pri/c,  for  if  he  fails  in  military  ardour,  or  cannot  embody  men 
enough  for  perfonal  conflict,  he  propofes  to  mount  the  ramparts, 
and  with  the  utmoft  vociferation  call  to  "  his  affiftancc  the  good 
fcnfe,  virtue  and  patiiotilm  of  his  opponents."  The  honourable 
gentleman  muft  have  a  fad  talk  to  perform  in  this  lituation — his 
Ihield  thrown  away,  the  ramparts  of  his  brafs  wall  totally  dcfence- 
lefs,  while  this  modern  Ajax  is  mounted  on  the  mod  prominent 
eminence,  and  like  Patience  on  a  monument,  calling  aloud  to  his 
aflailants,  "  paufe  !  paufe  !  for  heaven's  fake  pauie  I" — This  is 
truly  an  unequal  coiitcft,  and  though  wc  may  think  it  a  Quixotic 
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controvcrfy,  yet  we  cannot  but  applaud  the  hcroirm  of  the 
adventurer,  even  if  y^'t  fuppofe  the  meafure  to  be  rafh  and  pre- 
cipitate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Morris  appears  however  to  bewail  the  conftitu- 
tionality  of  the  proceeding — on  this  part  of  the  fubje(5t  I  fliall  offer 
a  few  remarks.  It  muft  be  remcrnbered  that  the  Conflitntion  is  a 
ccrvenant  of  works  ;  every  officer  under  it  is  affigned  fpecial  duties 
and  fervices.  Officers  are  r-ot  contemplated  unlefs  fervices  are 
attached  to  them.  Neither  the  legiflative  nor  the  executive  can 
wantonly  create  offices,  V-nlefs  there  are  fpecial  duties  to  be  per- 
formed. The  pay  goes  with  xkc  fervices,  and  if  none  h  to  be  done, 
there  is  no  pay  flipulated. 

To  apply  this  reafoning  to  the  new  Judiciary  fyftem.     If  the 
laft  adminiflration  in  order  to  effedl  certain  pufpofes  took  upon 
thcmfelves  to  annihilate  the  old  order  of  things,  and  in  a  precipitate 
manner  created  a  new  fyftem,  with  a  number  of  fupemumerary 
judges,  totally  unneceflary  for  the  circumftances  of  the  country, 
can  it  be  doubted,  whether  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  prefent  admin- 
iflration to  redllfy  the  meafure  ?  The  only  queftion  is,  whether  tlie 
former  Judiciary  fyftem  was  competent  to  the  purpofes  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  number  of  judges  ;  if  it  was,  has  the  executive  or  leg- 
illative  a  conftitutlonal  authority  to  burden  the  people  with  an  un- 
ncceffary  expenfe,  or  can  it  be  confidered  unconftitutional  to  repeal 
am  adt,  or  refufe  payment  to  judges,  when  no  adequate  reafon  can 
be  offered  for  the  extenfion  of  the  fyftem  ?  It  is  readily  granted 
that  a  Judiciary  fliall  be  eftabliflied  ;  tliis  was  done  at  the  earlieft 
period  of  the  conftitution.     The  queftion  then  is,   whether  there 
can  be  no  limttatian  in  this  eftablifhment  f  Whether  a  legiflature 
juft  expiring,  and  a  Prefident  juft  going  out  of  office,  fhall  com- 
bine to  make  twenty  judges,  when  five  are  fully  fufficient  for  all  the 
exigences  of  our  government  ?   Whether  it  can  be  unconftitutional 
to  relieve  the  people  from  imneceffary  taxes,  when  it  is  apparent 
that  the   eftablifhment  was  rather    a    fmecure   to    the  judges. 
Though  the  Conftitution  fays,  that,  "  the  judges  fhall  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behaviour,"  yet  it  alfo  fays,  that  they  fhall  re- 
ceive for  their  '■^  frvices  a  compcnfation."     The  Conftitution  con- 
templatesy^n;/Vc"j  ;  and  if  none  is  performed,  it  is  out  df  tlie  power 
f)f  the  le^nflative  to  grant  them  any  pay.     The  Conftitution  jnefts, 
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the  oppofers  more  forcibly  in  granting  compenfation  to  judges 
whofe  ^^  fervices"  are  not  required,  than  in  the  annihilation  of  the 
office.  It  being  a  covenant  of  woris,  the  duties  of  the  officers  are 
eltentially  conneded  with  their  falarics.  It  would  be  a  violation 
of  the  Conftitution  to  grant  compenfation  to  a  mere  nominal  judge, 
when  it  is  exprefsly  declared,  that  he  muft  perform  **fervices"  be- 
fore he  is  entitled  to  his  pecuniary  confiderationf 

Upon  the  whole,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  miftaken  the 
/pirit  and  even  the  letter  of  the  Conftitution,  when  he  enforces  the 
unconftitutionality  of  not  paying  the  judges  ;  for  nothing  is  more 
plain  than  that  "  fervices"  muft  be  performed,  before  one  penny 
can  be  drawn  from  the  public  treafury.  If  fo,  I  would  inquire 
what  fervices  the  prefent  judges  have  done,  and  if  in  the  opinion  of 
the  legiflature  there  are  none  for  them  to  do,  whether  by  the  fpirit 
of  the  Confiitution  they  are  entitled  to  any  compenfation  ?  This  ap- 
pears clear  reafoning,  for  if  the  legiflature  can  grant  pay  to  a 
a  body  of  nominal  Judges  when  their  duties  are  not  required,  or,  if  it 
is  out  of  their  power  to  modify  the  courts  fo  as  to  retrench,  if 
neceffary,  the  number  of  judges,  it  is  nothing  more  than  an  indi- 
Ted  n^ethod  to  create  within  the  United  States  a  formidable  pha- 
lanx of  penfioners  in  diredl  oppofition  to  every  rational  and  eco- 
nomical principle  of  the  conftitution.  The  organization  of  the 
Judiciary  being  invefted  in  Congrefs,  it  follows  that  the  fyftem 
muft  ever  be  within  their  cognizance.  Infallibility  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  more  attached  to  the  legiflature  in  this  inftance,  than  in 
many  otlaers  which  are  fubjeft  to  revifal.  The  conftit^tionality  of 
the  repeal  therefore  is  evident  by  the  abfurdity  of  tlieir  being 
bound  to  adhere  to  a  fyftem,  inexpedient  from  our  fituation,  adopt- 
ed without  mature  confideration,  in  oppofition  to  the  will  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  at  the  time  of  paffing  the  aft,  and  from 
whence  no  effential  "fervices^'  can  be  rendered  to  the  United 
States. 
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TO    HARRISO^^    G.    OTIS,    LS'^ 

XX  PUBLIC  avowal  of  political  principles  is  .a  J[lron§-  proof  of 
the  integrity  of  a  man's  conducl.  As  you, -ftr,  often  retail  politi- 
cal fentiments  in  a  caucus,  and  vaunt  in  your  adi-oitnefs  in  ftiipau- 
lating  a  party,  on  the  xiveniug  Immediately  preceding  an  eledion, 
it  cannot  Jbe  thought  improper  to  compliment  iuch  an  orator,  hj 
requefting  a  copy  of  his  fpee.ch  for  the  prefs. 

As  you,  fir,  ha.ve  fuch  feriou^  objections  to  the  admini(lr^on 
of  the  federal  government,  it  is  a  pity  that  <fuch  cogent  leafons 
•fhould  not  have  a  more  extenfive  circulation  than  within  the  imall 
circle  of  a  few  devoted  friends  ;  or  tliat  Vila's  tavern  fhould  be  the 
only  theatre  on  which  to  dilplay  the  magnitude  of  your  patriotifni 
^d  the  iramenfity  of  your  political  talents. 

.  On  Friday  evening  lad:,  a  numerous  body  ,<vf  citizens  affembled 
at  jraneuil-Hall,  to  feleft  proper  carididates  for  (Gavernour,  Lieu- 
tenant-Goveniour  and  Senators--  T4i€  republicans  were  called  on  j 
the  friends  to  union  w-ere  invited.  If,  fir,  yciu  had  any  thing  to 
allege  againft  tlie  prcfent  adminiftration,  it  was  ijicumbent  pn  you 
to  meet  your  oppofers  on  equal  ground  ;  if  you  h^d  attended,  you 
would  have  heard  a  requeft  to  men  of  your  fentiments,  in  ^e  prcf- 
ence  of  tv^  thpnfaa4  citizens,  to  offer  their  obfervatipns.  B^tfo 
far  from  any  perfon  on  your  fide  of  the  quefti.on  cpnfrontipg  their 
opponents,  tliey  declined  tlie  controverfy. 

If,  fir,  you  was  fmcere  in  your  remarks  on  fabbath  evening,  at 
Vila's,  why  did  you  not  appear  on  Friday  evening  at  Faneuil- 
Hall  ?  Why  did  you  choofe  to  confine  your  obfervations  witliin  fo 
fmall  a  compafs,  when  you  had  an  opportunity  to  give  them  a 
more  extenfive  circulation  ?  If  the  prefent  adminiftration  has  a 
tendency  to  produce  the  evils  you  fuggefted,  it  was  your  duty, 
(as  an  honeft  man)  to  give  publicity  to  yoiir  apprehenfions.  If 
the  northern  ftates  are  to  be  injured  by  Mr.  Jefferfon,  proclaim 
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the  reafons  of  your  bdicf  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  in  fuch  affemblies, 
as  may  lead  to  an  impartial  inveftigation  of  this  interefting  fabjeft. 
Do  not  vilify  a  government  without  giving  an  opportunity  of  rc- 
j^ying  to  your   charges. 

The  defigri  of  your  fpcech  feems  calculated  to  raife  a  jeal- 
oufy  between  the  northern  and  fouthern  flatcs  ;  to  deftroy  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  in  the  friendly  difpofltion  of  the  prefcnt  adnain- 
iftratlon  ;  and  to  inflame  the  public  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  to  diflblve  the 
union.  If  fuch  were  your  intentions,  let  me  afli  whether  you  have 
weighed  in.  your  mind  the  confequences  of  fuch  meafures,  as  they 
relate  to  the  various  interefts  of  the  merchant,  tradefmen,  and  the 
holders  of  the  public  funds  ? 

The  merchstot  muft  eventually  be  injured  by  fuch  a  feparation 
—the  tradefman  would  immediately  feel  the  diftrefling  eifeds  of 
tliis  mercantile  embarraflment — and  the  holders  of  the  funds  would 
experience  a  fhock  which  vrould  fiiake'  ^eir  quarterly  payment  to 
the  center. 

If  the  northern  and  fouthern  Rates  fhould  feparate,  a  new  conjli' 
tution  muft  be  adopted  by  the  New-England  Itates.  The  high- 
wrought  principles  of  the  Effex  junto  would  be  univerfally  explod- 
ed, and  though  fome  might  think  to  impofe  on  the  northern  ftates 
a  conftitution  analogous  to  the  Britiih,  yet  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, afting  under  tlie  inftrudtions  of  their  conftituents,  would  baf* 
fle  their  expecftations.  During  the  important  period  of  adopting 
a  new  conftitution,  the  public  debt  would  be  fufpended  between  the 
contending  parties,  and  the  creditors  would  be  hawking  their  6  and 
8  per  cents,  about  our  ftreets  (like  the  old  foldiers)  at  2/6  in  the 
pound. 

Thefe  remarks  are  not  vifionary,  but  are  too  fcrious  to  brf 
fjported  w^ith.  Who  tlien  will  thank  the  man  that  has  agitated  a 
fiibje<5t  fo  uncertain  in  its  confequences  ?  Will  he  bC  cdnfuitred  as 
a  friend  to  the  general  interclt  who  attempts  to  rend  alunder  the 
bands  of  onion,  fet  afloat  every  fpccics  of  property,  and  thereby 
force  the  public  creditors  to  feek  an  afyltim  amid  the  eonijending 
parties  ?  Thefe  are  qucfticiis  ?f  importance,  to 

check  the  iallics  of  dilUppointed  ambition,   -,  .   .    -   .  ■      i*-' 

Alcken  too  rapidly  to  be  ealily  diflipatcd. 
F  i 
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In  order,  fir,  to  bring  this  fubjedl  to  a  fair  invefligatlon,  and  to 
try  your  arguments  by  a  touchltone  more  pungent  than  the  effu- 
fions  of  Vila's  hall,  you  are  again  requefted  to  publifh  your  phil- 
ippic againfl  the  federal  government,  delivered  on  fabbath  even- 
ing, and  I  pledge  myfelf  to  anfwer  it,  with  a  fignature  equally  as 
explicit  as  the  one  you  fubfcribe. 


No.  LVIII. 

TO    HARRISON    G.    OTIS,    ESQ^ 

X  HE  Boflon  Gazette  of  the  5  th  in  Ran  t,  contains  a  few  fketches 
of  your  fpeech  delivered  afVila'^s  on  the  fabbath  evening  preceding 
tlie  ele(5lion  for  Govemour.  It  is  declared, "  that  you  have  ahvays 
acquitted  yoiirfelf  handfomely,  but  never  did  better  than  on  this 
occafion."  We  have  then,  fir,  before  us,  one  of  your  bejl  fpeechesy 
and  though  the  reporter  apologizes  for  his  inability  to  do  you  juf- 
tice,  yet  he  cannot  forbear  gratifying  thofe  who  could  not  be  in- 
dulged the  pleafure  of  feeing  and  hearing  j-ou  acquit  yourfelf  fo 
"  handfomely.^* 

The  fpeech  abounds  v/ith  fuch  an  energy  of  pathos,  that  it  ex- 
cites a  glow  of  fervency  in  the  firft  outfet.  We  cannot  but  ad- 
mire the  brilliant  fentiraent  in  defcribing  Vila's  hall  as  a  camp,  in 
which  was  colle<5led  the  main  body  of  the  federal  army.  Bona- 
parte could  not  addrefs  his  veterans  in  a  ftyle  more  heroic  than 
you  did  the  moderator^  viz.  "  Hard  indeed,  fir,  is  the  fate  of  a  gar- 
rifon,  when  the  troops  are  not  only  obliged  to  Jleep  upon  their 
arms,  but  find  it  necefTary  to  make  frequent  fallies  to  prevent  2 
furprize."  If  your  troops  were  difpofed  to  meet  their  opponents, 
why  do  you  complain  of  a  "  furprize,"  when  on  the  Friday  even- 
ing previous  to  your  mujler,  the  republicans  gave  public  notice  that 
they  were  to  afTemble  at  Faneuil-Hall  ?  Certainly,  fir,  there  was 
no  danger  of  a  "  furprize,"  when  you  had  notice  in  the  public 
papers  three  days  before  your  meeting.  Why  did  you  not  thea 
fally  to  the  Hall,  and  like  a  hold  gtneralt  bring  your  men  into  the 
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field  of  battle  ?  Why,  on  that  evening,  did  youfuffer  the  gairifon 
"  tojleep  on  their  arms,"  or  why  did  you  choofe  to  dcfert  tlie  ample 
fpace  of  Faneuil-Hall,  and  croud  your  main  body  on  Tifabbath  even» 
ing  within  the  fmall  compafs  of  Vila's  hall  ?  Is  it  generous,  fir,  to 
complain  of  a  "  furprize,"  when  the  moll  public  information  was 
given  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  ?  If  your  troops  have  long 
**  flept  on  their  arms,"  why  did  you  not  roufe  them  from  their 
Jlumbersy  and  march  them  in  folid  columns  to  confront  their 
opponents  ?  I  fufpe(2:,  fir,  the  difficulty  in  your  garrifon  arofe 
principally  from  the  want  of  ammunition,  and  that  you  thought  a 
few  voUies  of  mufketry,  when  the  republican  army  yvas  difperfed, 
would  have  a  better  efFeft  than  a  general  engagement. 

Your  fpeech,  fir,  further  defcribes,  in  pathetic  language,  **  the 
Inconveniences  which  the  aged  and  fober  citizens  fuftained  on  an 
eledion-day,  by  the  noife  and  confufion  of  the  Jacobin  batvlers,  on 
Faneuil-Hail  flairs."  Why  is  this  charge  againfl;  the  jacobins  (or 
in  other  words  the  republicans)  when  your  own  caucus  appointed 
a  committee  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  to  diftribute  votes 
on  this  occafion  ?  If  you  look  over  the  names  you  will  find 
among  the  number,  fome  of  the  moft  noify,  boifterous  men  that 
can  be  produced  in  the  town.  This  committee  arranged  them- 
felves  in  fimilar  order,  in  condu<Sing  the  eledlion,  as  the  firewards 
make  lanes  to  communicate  water  to  the  engines.  The  whole 
foixe  of  the  federal  party  took  poffeflion  of  almoft  every  avenue, 
and  every  voter  had  to  pais  an  ordeal,  under  the  minute  infpedion 
of  bank  diredors,  EiTex  junto  men,  and  fycophants  hanging  on 
their  patronage.  How  then,  fir,  can  you  prefume  to  talk  about 
"  jacobin  bawlers,"  when  the  caucus,  in  which  you  aflumcd  the 
direftion,  appointed  fuch  a  numerous  committee,  as  almoft 
drow^ned  by  theiivArociferation  every  articulation  of  the  republicans  i 
Why  then,  fir,  do  you  talk  about  the  "  engines  of  reafon,"  to  ex- 
tinguilh  die  "furnace  of  your  opponents,"  when  you  yourfelf 
blew  the  bellows  of  oppofition,  and  voted  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  men  from  Vila's,  to  influence  the  elevSion  ? 

Your  rcfleftions  on  the  choice  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  are  unworthy 
notice.  I  do  not,  fir,  clofe  with  you  on  this  ground,  by  admitting 
that  your  objeftions  are  valid  ;  but  if  you  perfill  in  your  caucus 
declamations,  I  am  willing  to  meet  yon  on  this  queftion,  whenever 
your  warm  zeal  fhall  lead  you  publicly  to  fupport  your  obje<^ions. 
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The  foregoing  obfervations  are  folely  confined  to  the  rhodo- 
montade  of  your  fpeech,  as  it  relates  to  the  fublime  fiiftion  of  an 
army  aifembled  in  Vila's  hall,  the  "  jacobin  bawlers"  on  Faneuil- 
hall  flairs,  and  the  indecency  of  your  aflertions  as  to  the  eleflion 
of  Mr.  JefFerfon.  I  fhall  now  advert  to  yoTjr  ridiculous  pathos, 
on  the  meafures  of  the  prefent  adminiftration.  From  a  "  garrifon,'* 
Vila's  hall  is  fuddenly  changed  to  a  boifterous  ocean — the  wreck 
0$  the  conftitution  is  defcribed  as  floating  on  every  billow,  "  our 
judiciary  on  one  wave,  our  internal  taxes  on  another,  and  our 
late  {landing  army  on  another."  You  further  fay,  that  "  not 
,*^  only  the  doors  but  the  windows  of  the  temple  of  juftice  have  beei^ 
burft  dpen,  and  the  building  is  filled  with  a  banditti  ;  the  pillars 
of  the  temple  are  broken  Uown,  its  roof  has  fallen  in,  and  its 
fcundatlon  is  undermined."  What  a  deluge  of  ideas  croud  upon 
the  mind  amid  fuch  an  inundation  of  rhapfody.  In  a  hot  room, 
thronged  with  a  body  of  heated  federalifts,  how  muft  fuch  glowing 
fcntbjients  operate  among  them  ?  Waves  and  billows  engulphing 
the  conftitution — incernal  taxes  bobbing  up  and  down  like  drown- 
ing kittens — the  ftanding  army,  like  wharf-rats  in  a  high  tide, 
quitting  their  encampment — the  judiciary  !  the  judiciary,  though 
reprefented  by  you  as  a  temple,  is  neverthelefs  defcribed  as  floating 
on  a  wave  ;  the  windows  broken,  the  doors  burft  open,  and  a 
banditti  thronging  the  building.  If,  fir,  the  old  adminiftration 
have  launched  fuch  a  folid  temple  on  the  ocean,  and  filled  it,  like 
tJae  Trojan  horfe,  with  a  banditti,  it  is  rather  miraculous  to  find  it 
floating  on  a  wave  !  I  fliould  fuppofe  it  would  fink  to  the  bottom, 
and  that  "  its  foundation"  y\^ould  not  eafiiy  be  "  undermined." 

I  am  fenfible,  fir,  that  it  is  nece/Tary  here  to  notice  an  apology 
which  appeared  in  the  Palladium  }  but  in  juftice  to  your  friend 
who  reported  your  fpeech  in  the  Gazette,  I  cannM;  think  it  poflible 
for  him  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  an  error.  Is  is  probable,  that  fuch 
a  grofs  miftake  ftiould  arife  from  a  man  who  pretended  to  give  a 
flietch  of  the  bejl  fpeech  you  ever  delivered  ;  that  the  "  right  of  fuf- 
frage"  ftiould  be  miftaken  for  the  judiciary  Jj^^em  ; — that  he  fliould 
^bfurdly  dcfcribe  tlie  "  doors,  windows,  benches,"  &c.  of  the 
f*  fighi  of  fuff'rugt.'"  No  man  in  his  fenfes  could  make  fuch  a 
blunder,  and  yet  the  editors  pf  the  Gazette  endeavour  to  palm, 
through  tJie  Palladium,  fuch  abfurdities  on  the  public.     They 
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took  care  not  to  cxpofe  their  folly  \t  their  own  paper,  and 
fore  made  the  PaJlaUium  a  "  cat's  paw"  for  the  puipofe. 

In  this  controverfy,  iir,  nothing  more  is  required  tha 
truth  ;  if  your  friends  iiave  not  done  you  juflicc,  aflumc  the  right 
to  yourfelf ;  let  us  have  the  whole  fpeech.  If  the  waves  of  faSion 
are  fwallowing  up  the  conftitution — if  the  pieces  are  toflcd  about 
on  every  billow — if  the  temple  of  juftice  is  Blled  with  a  banditti, 
and  their  honourt  are  expofed  to  catch  cold^  by  the  windows  being 
broken,  and  every  door  burft  in,  let  us  have  the  dieadfiil  difafters 
dcleribed  in  plain  language,  and  it  is  not  doubted  but  evciy  re- 
publican will  lend  a  hand  to  repair  the  damage. 

It  is  equally  as  mortifying  to  me  particularly  to  addrcfs_)'o«  on 
tliis  fubjc(5t,  as  it  may  be  condejccndtng  in  you  to  reply  to  my  obt 
fcrvations  ;  but  the  crifis  of  political  controverfy  is  fuch,  that  it  is 
proper  to  bring  individuals,  who  volunteer  themfelves  in  oppofition 
to  the  prefent  adminiftration,  to  explain  the  motives  of  tlieir  con- 
du<fl.  The  object  of  my  addrefs  is  to  prevent  an  improper  bia^ 
at  the  moment  of  an  eledion,  and  if  poffible  to  bring  the  leader* 
of  the  federal  party  to  an  explicit  avowal  of  their  fentiments,  bcr 
fore  the  tribunal  of  the  public.  The  republicans  are  willing  to 
fubmit  their  caufe  to  an  impaitial  inveftigation,  and  as  you,  fir, 
have  prefumed  to  take  the  lead  in  oppofition  to  them,  your  filence 
will  be  confidered  as  an  evidence  of  the  imbecility  of  the  caufe 
you  efpoufe. 


No.  LIX. 

ON    THE    MEASURES    OF    THE    PRESENT    ADMINISTRA* 

TION. 

Wh(U  cvU  have  they  done  ? 

jL  he  political  controverfy  in  this  country  is  unparalleled  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  world  ;  a  government  affailed  by  the  intrigues  of  a 
faflion  who  have  no  other  pretence  for  their  condu<fl,  than  the  at- 
^mpts  of  tlie  adminiftration  to  leflcn  the  taxes  of  the  people,  is  a 
fingular  phenomenon  in  fociety.  This  peculiar  mode  of  creating 
uuimofity  among  the  citizeas,  is  referred  for  a  wonderful  event 
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©f  die  preferit  day  ;   it  is  a  political  paradox,  and  muft  excite  the 
admiraiion  of  Europe,  as  a  circumftance  of  a  peculiar  nature. 

The  calumny  daily  bellowed  upon  the  executive  and  a  majori- 
ty of  the  legiflature,  naturally  calls  upon  the  citizens  to  inquire. 
What  evil  have  they  done  ?  Why  are  fuch  conftant  alarms  excited  ? 
Why  are  the  papers  fo  fraught  with  abufe  and  detraftion  againft 
every  man  Who  appears  defirous  to  fupport  the  prefent  govern- 
ment ?  Why  is  a  party  calh'ng  on  the  people  to  rally  ?  Why  are 
they  urging  a  feparation  of  the  ftates,  and  endeavouring  by  every 
means  to  deftroy  our  confidence  in  the  executive  ? 

JVhal  evil  have  they  done  ?  is  a  queftion  which  ftill  recurs. 
Where  is  the  man  who  is  injured  by  the  meafures  of  government  ? 
Is  the  merchant,  trade/man  or  farmer  injured  by  the  decreafe  of  taxes  ? 
Even  the  flock-holder  has  no  reafon  to  complain,  as  his  quarterly 
demands  are  as  punctually  difcharged  as  when,  the  government 
borroiued  money  at  8  per  cent. 

Is  it  poffible  then,  that  there  can  be  a  ferious  difpofition  in  the 
people,  to  oppofe  the  prefent  adminiftration  ?  If  no  man  is  injured, 
who  is  to  begin  the  oppofition  ?  If  no  citizen  is  aggrieved,  who  is 
^  rife  in  arms,  and  under  what  ftandard  are  we  to  rally  ?  An  ar- 
my in  the  field,  with  all  their  mihtary  apparatus,  in  oppofition  to 
a  gdvernment  which  is  relieving  them  f rem  taxes j  muft  be  as  ridicu- 
lous as  the  vagaries  of  Don  Quixote.  It  is  poffible,  however, 
that  forae  knight-errant  may  contemplate  fuch  a  whimfical  crufade, 
and  forae  Sancho  Panza  Hand  ready  to  attend  him  in  his  enter- 
prize  ;  but  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people  muft  ever  hold  fuch  wild 
extravagances  in  the  utmoft  deteftatien. 

Prel:dent  Jefferfon,  fmce  his  inauguration  into  office,  has  by  a 
fi'ftem  oi  econqxny,  faved  the  United  States  upwards  oi  three  milliotu 
of  dollars  ;  and  yet,  ftrange  to  relate,  has  been  abufed  in  the  raoft 
outrageous  manner,  for  the  very  meafures  which  effe<5ted  it !  In- 
ftead  of  which,  had  he  made  an  addition  of  this  fum  to  the  ex- 
penfes  of  the  laft  adminiftration,  his  prefent  calumniators  would 
have  been  his  warmeft  advocates  ;  for  it  muft  be  remembered, 
that  his  opponents  are  of  the  "  fed,"  who  hold  the  do<5trine  that 
"  a  public  debt  is  a  public  hkjfmg  ;"  confequently,  every  dollar  ex- 
pended  is  a  pledge  of  that  hlejfmg,  and  every  fhilling  faved  is  the 
foreboding  of  a  national  curfe.  If  the  Prefident,  inftead  of  rcpeal- 
iflg  our  internal  taxes,  had  augmented  them — inftead  of  difchargr 
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ing  a  numerous  body  of  ufelefs  officers,  had  increafed  tbem — ia* 
ftead  of  paying  ihe  ftockholdcrs  with  the  duties  arifmg  fiomim- 
poll  only,  had  requeftcd  a  loan  of  millions,  at  8  or  10  per  cent* 
intereft :  If  he  had  done  thefe  things,  the  federal  papers  would 
have  been  crouded  wiili  congratulations  on  our  national  profperi- 
ty  ;  addreffes  would  have  covered  the  prefidcntial  tabic,  and  iu 
all  probability  we  Ihould  have  been  called  on  to  revive  the  cociaJft 
as  the  emblem  of  our  attachment  to  his  adminiftration. 

But,  alas,  it  happens  unfortunately  for  this  clafs  of  gentry,  that 
Mr.  JcfFerfon  explodes  the  fentiment  that  "  a-  public  debt  is  a  public 
bleffing"  ;  he  does  not  wifli  to  place  the  happinefs  of  his  country 
on  this  foundation  ;  this  "  modern  philofophy"  he  difowns  ;  he  llud- 
ies  the  general  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens  ;  and  is  not  defirous  to 
heap  bleflings  on  one  clafs  of  men,  by  curjing  every  other  nvith  taxes. 

This,  fellow-citizens,  is  the  evil  tvhich  he  hath  done— -he  has  lef- 
fened  the  burden  from  the  flioulders  of  his  conftituents,  and  has 
pledged  himfelf  that  he  will  purfuc  this  line  of  conduit  to  the  ei- 
tinguifliment  of  tlie  public  debt.  Thefe  are  his  crimes,  and  thefe 
are  the  fms  of  the  prefent  adminiftration — if  any  man  is  injured  let 
him  fpeak. 

Here,  methinks,  I  hear  a  number  of  men  exclaim,  he  heu  turned 
its  9ut  of  office.  Alas,  gentlemen,  your  cafes  may  be  deplorable  as- 
to  your  particular  private  intereft  ;  but  you  muft  confule  your- 
felves,  that  tlie  Prefident  is  not  to  adt  by  partialt  but  by  general 
laws.  If  you  have  had  the  good  fortune  for  many  years  to  live  by 
your  offices,  it  does  not  follow,  that  you  fljould  continue  in  them, 
if  the  exigencies  of  the  country  do  not  require  it.  It  may  be  a 
very  "  pretty  thing"  for  you,  to  receive  an  annual  cor  ; 
aiifing  from  tlie  public  taxes,  but  it  would  be  a  grievous  ^  • 
thofe  who  pjy  thenit  if  your  fcrviccs  are  no  longer  needed.  If  you 
enjoyed  tlicie  bleffings  for  a  number  of  years  paft,  you  ought  rath- 
er to  congratulate  yourfelves  that  you  have  bten  fo  far  benefitted, 
than  to  cenfure  and  condemn  the  government  for  not  continuing 
you  in  office.  The  citizens  are  grateful,  but  nor  '  ''  '—we  thani 
you  for  all  tlie  good  you  have  dune  fince  your  .  jnts,  but 

you  muil  excufe  us,  if  we  are  willing  that  the  pay  (hould  ftop, 
when  your  labours  are  wholly  ufelefs. — Though  feme  of  you  arc 
difplaccd,  and  others  take  your  births,  yet  modefty  fliould  forbid 
you  to  exclaim  againft  the  Prefident  ;   for  if  he  was  ftriftly  to 
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*'  lay  juftice  to  the  Ime  and  righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet"  he  would 
extend  his  removals  to  a  much  greater  length  ;  for  why  fhould 
thofe,  oppofed  Bo  his  adminiftration,  enjoy  his  particular  patronage  ? 

The  fcuMlity  againft  the  Prefident  is  fo  gfofs,  and  the  caufes 
of  complaint  are  fo  abfurd,  that  I  conceive  it  neceffary  to  apologize 
for  ferioufly  noticing  them.  The  federal  party  appear  determined 
to  place  the  United  States  in  the  moft  derogatory  point  of  view 
in  the  eyes  of  the  European  nations.  While  other  powers  are 
laying  exorbitant  taxes  on  their  iubjeds — while  England  is  bur- 
dening the  people  at  the  rifle  of  an  infurredtion,  the  E/Tex  junto 
are  endeavouring  to  raife  a  rebellion  in  America  for  lejfcmng  trntesj 
What  can  be  the  defign  of  this  meafure  ?  The  reafon  is  obvious,- 
they  wifh  to  convince  the  world,  that  "The  People"  are  never 
fatisfied  ;  that  there  is  as  much  oppofition  in  the  republic  of 
America,  for  decreaftng  taxes,  as  there  is  in  the  monarchy  of  Europe 
for  increajing  them.  This  fadion  are  endeavouring  to  confound 
all  governments  ;  to  riot  on  the  earnings  of  the  induftrious,  and 
if  any  complaint  fhould  arife  to  bring  America  as  the  voucher  to 
prove,  that  The  People  are  never  eafy.  Their  plaiis  are  deep  and 
fubtle  ;  they  are  rallying  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  mankind, 
and  every  ftratagem  is  iifed  to  effeft  their  diabolical  purpofes, 
"iTiey  wifh  to  prove,  that  the  '^people  are  their  greatejl  enemies.''* 

To  prove  my  pofition,  I  would  remark,  that  there  is  no  more 
oppofition  to  the  Britifti  miniftry  for  augmenting  taxes,  than  there 
is  in  America  for  lejfening  them  ;  the  Englifh  papers  are  not  more 
fevere  againft  the  Britifh  government,  under  the  preflure  of  taxes, 
tfian  the  federal  papers  againft  the  American  government  for  the' 
extinguifhment  of  them.  Would  it  not  then  be  a  flrange  ftory  in 
hiftory,  if  the  people  of  England  fhould  rife  in  arms  to  obtain  an 
decreafe  of  taxes,  and  the  citizens  of  America  fhould  at  the  fame' 
time  rally  to  increafe  them  ?  It  would  be  a  curious  chapter  of 
accidents,  for  a  recruiting  fergeant  in  the  city  of  London,  to  beat 
wp  for  volunteers  to  feek  a  relief  from  faxes — while  in  Bofton,  one 
fliould,  with  equal  ardour,  hold  out  the  tempting  inducement  of 
an  additional  iveight.  This  is  a  paradox  ;  but  the  *'  modern  phi- 
Ibfophy"  that  "  a  national  debt  is  a  national  llejfing^^  is  the  only 
hypothefis  on  which  fuch  an  abfurdity  can-be  fubftantrated  in  this 
country. 
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The  Eflex  faftloii  are  not  contented  to  lay  lieavy  taxes  upon 
tis,  but  thoy  are  anxious  for  a  divifon  of  the  Northern  and  Sotith- 
ern  States.  If  this  fhould  takft  place,  what  would  be  our  fituation  ? 
The  fhipping  of  tlie  Northern  States  mull  lay  at  the  wharves, 
and  Britifli  vefTels  would  enjoy  the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  Car- 
rying-TracJi'  ;  our  (hip-carpenters  would  fpeedily  be  obliged  to  lay 
by  their  tools  ;  and  every  tradefman  in  town,  conneded  with 
navigation,  miift  retire  into  the  country,  or  become  an  underling 
in  the  ftore  of  a  Britilh  agent  ;  our  young  men  would  be  cut  oflE 
from  every  commercial  enterprize,  and  have  the  mortification  of 
feeing  Britifli  fliips  unloading  Britifli  mamifacftures  in  the  Northern 
States,  and  from  tlience  fent  to  tlie  Southward  for  a  freight  of 
tobacco  and  other  ^raluable  produce. 

Let  us  then,  fellow-citizens,  look  around  us,  and  inquire, 
'whether  an  enemy  is  not  doing  this  P  Who  are  the  men  tliat  are 
urging  a  feparation,  and  cenfuring  the  prefent  adminiftration  ? 
Tell  me,  whether  among  the  whole  number,  there  is  an  old  tory 
who  Is  not  concerned  in  this  bulinefs  ?  They  pretend  to  call  it 
federali/m,  but  the  truth  is,  it  is  Toryism  in  difgui/e  ;  it  is  the  poifon 
of  tlie  old  leaven,  whicli  threatened  to  "  leaven  the  whole  lump," 
during  our  revolution.  The  enemies  of  that  day,  ufed  every 
effort  to  make  tis  jealous  of  our  patriots ;  Hancock  and  Adams 
were  then  abufed  fimilar  to  Mr.  Jefferfon — our  Congrefs  were 
ftigmatized  as  a  banditti — the  temple  of  juftice  was  tlien  del'cribed 
as  having  •*  every  window  broke  and  every  door  burll  in" — tlie 
"  friends  to  order"  were  then  called  on  to  roufe  from  their  flum- 
bers,  and  on  the  night  of  the  19th  April,  1775,  (when  the  uniirf- 
pefting  citizens  had  retired  to  rell)  they  fallied  out  on  the  defence- 
lefs  yeomanr}',  and  ere  the  fun  had  rifen  to  its  meridian,  embrued 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  flaugluered  countrymen.  At  that 
time  they  endeavoured  to  divide  the  Northern  and  Southap 
States— 'but  "  unite  or  die"  was  then  our  motto,  and  it  is  now  sm 
ilrong  a  pledge  of  our  fafety,  under  the  guidance  of  heaven,  «s 
the  ark,  amidlk  the  deluge  of  the  old  world.  Let  us,  then,  fcUow- 
citizens,  be  colleded,  be  firm,  and  pcrfcvering — rely  on  the  good- 
aefs  of  your  caufe  and  tlie  rectitude  of  your  condudl— depend  on 
it,  heaven  will  never  btSkt  us  to  fall  a  prey  to  our  enemies,  alter 
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fo  many  xnir'acles  wrought  in  our  favour,  during  the  diftreffing 
period  of  our  revolution. 


No.  LX. 

ARTS      AND     DELUSIONS. 

A  Demand  !    a  Demand  ! 

J-T  muft  be  acknowledged  that  the  junto  have  one  valuable 
trait  in  their  political  charaifler,  viz.  to  make  the  moji  of  every  event 
ivhich  ar'ifes  in  their  favour.  In  this  partrrular,  they  adopt  the 
peculiar  policy  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  during  their  coHtroverfy 
with  France  ;  every  fuccefs  obtained  by  the  Englifh  (however 
infignificant)  was  detailed  in  the  government  gazettes,  as  vidlories 
of  the  high  eft  magnitude  ;  the  people  were  led  to  believe,  that 
eveiy  meafure  of  the  nation  was  fraught  with  the  moft  happy 
confequences,  by  partial  ftatements  of  the  defeats  and  difafters  of 
their  enemies.  The  tower-guns  were  often  fired  to  announce 
vitflories  of  the  moft  brilliant  nature,  when  the  cabinet  at  St.  James's 
were  in  pofleflion  of  documents  of  a  very  different  complexion. 
The  fpirit  and  enterprize  of  the  nation  were  eflential  to  the  great 
object  01  their  contention  ;  it  has  always  been  the  invariable  fyft  em 
of  the  Englifli,  to  make  the  moft  formidable  appearance,  when 
their  aiFairs  were  in  the  moft  defperate  fituation. 

During  the  American  war,  this  condudl  was  purfued  with 
alacrity  ;  the  Englifh  papers  were  conftantly  filled  with  anticipa- 
tions of  a  complete  conqueft  of  the  colonies,  and  the  capture  of 
Burgoyne  was  precurfor'd  with  the  vanquifhment  of  the  American 
army  ;  Bunker-Hill  battk  was  celebrated  as  the  moft  glorious 
difplay  of  Britifh  heroifm,  and  the  pofTeSion  of  that  eminence  was 
defcribed  as  commanding  the  moft  extenfive  fortrefles  of  America. 

During  the  French  revolution,  how  often  have  we  heard  of 
the  total  difaffeflion  of  the  French  army  ?  Bonaparte  has  fuffered 
as  many  deaths,  as  Mary  Magdalene  had  devils  j    he  has  bee» 
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aflaflinated,  eaten,  famifhed,  drowTied,  frozen,  poifoned,  blown 
up,  and  burnt  in  his  camp  ;  the  Mamelukes  and  crocodiles  of 
Egypt  have  alternately  triumphed  over  his  carcafe  ;  and  the  un- 
fortunate Bonaparte  has  fometimes  been  buried  in  the  fands,  and 
at  other  times  devoured  by  wild  beafts  and  birds  of  prey,  for 
the  amufement  of  minifterial  hirelings,  and  to  deceive  ami  gull 
the  people. 

Thus  have  the  Britifh  purfued  a  fyftem  of  delufion,  and  have 
by  thefe  means  urged  the  nation  to  profecute  tlxeir  chimerical 
projefts,  till  even  falfehood  had  loft  its  energies. 

The  EfTex  junto  in  this  country  have  adopted  meafures,  fimilar 
ra  almofl  all  inftances  with  thofe  of  their  adherents  in  Europe  ; 
every  ftratagem  has  been  pradlifed,  every  mode  of  deception  has, 
been  profecuted  ;  plots  and  confpiracies  were  daily  announced,  as 
**clues"  to  more  difaftrous  difcoveries.  As  faft  as  one  faliehood 
was  difcovered,  another  was  immediately  circulated  ;  our  eleftions 
were  ever  attended  with  frefh  details  of  alarming  apprehenfions,  and 
rfie  people  have  at  thefe  periods,  been  excited  to  excrclfe  their 
fuffrages  under  impreffions,  that  a  "  tub-plot"  was  about  to  blow 
up  the  continent,  or  that  a  body  of  Illuminati  were  undei mining 
every  church  in  the  Union  :  fame  of  the  clergy  feemed  to  apprehend 
that  a  Guy  Faux  was  fecreted  in  every  avenue  leading  to  the 
places  of  public  worfhip.  Thefe  idle  tales  at  length  began  to 
grow  too  ftale  for  belief,  and  their  effedls  were  loft  among  the 
body  of  enlightened  citizens.  True,  however,  to  their  defigns, 
the  junto  perfifted  in  their  plans  to  roufe  the  fears  of  the  citizens  ; 
having  exhaufted  their  ingenuity  to  create  new  ftories  of  "  Ocean 
maflacres,"  &c.  they  at  length  rallied  their  whole  force,  and  con- 
centrated all  their  efforts  in  the  cry  of  a  "  French  demanj  J"  This 
was  their  ne  plus  ultra  i  this  was  their  mafter-piece  of  policy  ;  here 
they  fuppofed  they  had  touched  the  manly  fpirit  of  the  Americans  ; 
a  demand  /  a  demand !  was  echoed  and  re-echoed  through  the 
Union — a  demand  !  a  demand  !  was  proclaimed  in  every  city,  town 
and  village  within  the  northern  ftates— ^  demand  !  a  demand  !  flew 
like  ele<5tricity  throughout  MafTachufetts ;  and  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, though  the  tremor  had  fomewhat  fubfided  within  the  circle 
of  information,  yet  the  agitation  of  the  public  mind  had  not 
totally  evaporated  ;  like  a  Ihock  of  an  earthquake,  it  left  an  un- 
dulating motion,  which  gave  an  opportunity  to  the  projeftors  of 
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the  report,  to  efFeft  in  an  extenfive  degree,  the  pemicioas  purpofes 
contemplated.  Since  thefe  difturbcrs  of  our  peace  have  been  de- 
tcdled  in  this  diabolical  fcheme,  they  have  given  it  a  more  favoup- 
^ble  appellation  ;  they  have  modeftly  called  it  a  "  loan"  which 
wears  quite  a  different  afpeft  than  what  they  endeavoured  to 
iraprefs  on  the  public  mind  by  "  a  demand,  nvith  twelve  fail  of  the 
line  to  enforce  it  /" 

This  ftory,  however,  turned  out  a  falfshood  in  every  particular, 
as  the  French,  fo  far  from  demanding  a  loan,  (with  a  threat  of 
twelve  fail  to  carry  it  into  execution)  have  not  even  requeued  a 
cent  from  our  government.  Thus  falls  to  the  ground  the  "  mam- 
moth" plot  of  a  "  French  demand."  Baffled  in  every  circumftance 
on  this  fubjeft,  they  are  obliged  to  cover  their  deformities,  by 
faying  that  "  they  intended  to  requeft  a  loan."  This,  however, 
is  a  miferable  apology  for  the  hue  and  cry  of  a  "  demand,"  and 
the  terrors  of  twelve  fail  of  the  line  to  enforce  it.  If  they  intended 
to  make  this  requeft,  happy  are  we  that  the  prowefs  of  the  man, 
who  "  prayed  for  war,"  has  inti-midated  them  from  their  requifi- 
tion. 

The  ElTex  junto,  after  being  defeated  in  all  their  de- 
figns,  have  at  length  refumed  courage  by  the  eleftion  in 
Bofton.  They  now  run  about  the  ftreets  in  frantic  ecftacies, 
allemble  on  the  Exchange  with  a  majeftic  deportment,  and  collef^ 
at  corners  in  an  hoftile  attitude,  for  the  purpofe  of  vociferating 
yrith  Stentorian  lungs,  that  federalifm  is  gaining  an  afcendancy 
in  tlie  refpeftive  States  ;  as  an  evidence  of  which,  tljeir  firft  de- 
claration announced  that  Colonel  Thomas  was  not  chofen  in 
New- York  j  but  in  two  days  the  Editor  of  the  Centinel  was 
obliged  to  contradi<5t  the  falfehood  in  his  own  paper,  by  informing 
the  good  people  that  this  fame  Colonel  Thomas  obtained  upwards 
of  nine  hundred  votes  majority.  In  this  effort  they  were  foon 
fruftrated,  and  there  remains  but  one  foil  tar  y  refort,  viz.  the 
eleBhn  in  the  metropolis. 

But  the  fallacy  of  this  expeftation  will  foon  be  realized.  The 
idea  that  the  people  of  Bofton  have  changed  their  political 
fentiments,  \z  alfo  fallacious  ;  the  votes,  either  as  it  refpefls 
Govemour,  Senators  or  Repiefentatives,  are  no  teft  of  federal 
principles,  as  the  confufion  and  diforder  which  arofe  on  the 
firft  eledion  by  the  throng  palling  to  the  boxes,  gave  an  oppor- 
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tunity  for  tl>ofe  who  were  dirpofed  to  violate  the  equil  fuffrage* 
of  the  citizens^  to  put  their  plans  into  execution.  The  tumult  wa* 
fo  outrageous,  tliat  it  was  out  of  ihe  power  of  the  feUamen  to  prevent 
an  improper  crouding  upon  them,  and  it  is  publicly  a/Ierted  by  a 
refpedtable  tradefm»n,  that  he  faw  three  men  put  a  handful  of 
votes  into  the  box,  during  the  general  fcramble.  The  lad  eleilion 
was  more  orderly  profecuted,  the  feleftmen  have  ever  fhewn  a 
difpoikion  to  accommodate  th$  citizens,  but  the  difficulty  which 
attends  voting,  and  the  time  which  it  takes  to  be  regularly 
checked,  prevented  a  large  proportion  of  the  republican  tradefmei^ 
from  coming  forward  on  the  eledix^n  of  Reprefentatives.  Th^ 
choice,  therefore,  in  this  town  is  more  owing  to  accident  than  any 
real  change  of  political  fentiment  among  the  Inhabitants.  If  any 
fpecific  queftion  was  brought  before  the  town,  relating  to  the 
prefent  adminiftnation,  thei-e  is  no  doubt  the  jimto  would  be 
left  in  tlie  minority.  They  are  always  fearful  of  a  public  in- 
«  yeftigation  of  Mr.  JefFerfon's  tonduft,  and  choofe  to  confine  their 
caucuifes  within  a  fmall  room,  rather  than  to  appear  in  the  ample 
fpace  of  Faneuil-Hall. 

Notwithftanding  all  thefe  evidences  of  the  problematical  ftate 
of  tlie  town,  yet  now,  forfooth,  the  Reprefentatives  of  Bofton  are 
going  to  raife  the  "  fetting  fun  of  federalifni."  The  cry  is,  we 
have  this  great  man,  and  that  great  man  in  the  Legiilature  ;  and 
that  the  feat  laft  year  was  not  honourably  filled,  we  had  no  talents, 
i^o  honefty,  and  that  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  tax  was  laid  on 
the  town  by  the  inefficacy  of  the  members  ;  but  this  year  we  fhall 
have  honourable  men,  all  honourable  men,  gentlemen  of  veracity  ;  and 
above  all,  we  are  to  be  honoured  with  a  Speaker  from  Bofton. 
Thus  every  thing  is  planned  with  tlie  utmoft  accuracy  for  the  a- 
doption  of  tlie  Legiflature.  Now  federalifm  is  reviving,  and  the 
country  members  are  under  a  forcible  diredlion  from  the  "  head- 
quarters of  good  principles  ;"  if  there  are  any  oppofers  it  is  proba- 
ble tliey  will  be  called  a  "  contemptible  minority"  ;  the  "  honcura- 
lle  men'^  frill  fet  their  faces  againfl.  them,  and  hke  Joftiua  of  old 
will  arreil  \h.t  fetting  fun  of  fedcraiifm. 

Here  I  would  paufe  and  inquire  what  is  the  real  meaning  of 
federalifm,  in  oppofition  to  the  adminiftration  of  Mr.  Jeflferfon  I 
Does  fedcraiifm  confift  in  an  extravagant  expenditure  of  public 
money  ?  a  ftanding  army  ?  an  8  per  cent,  loan  ?  a  continuance  of 
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internal  taxes,  whereby  Maflachufetts  paid  eighty  thoufand  dollars, 
and  Virginia  only  forty  thoufand  dollars  ?  a  fupernumerary  body 
of  officers  to  create  prefidential  patronage,  and  whofe  pay  exhauft- 
ed  a  large  proportion  of  the  income  r  Is  it  federalifm  to  calumni- 
ate the  Prefident,  abufe  every  officer  of  government,  vilify  the  ma- 
jority of  Congrels,  ralfe  the  refentment  of  the  French,  and  court 
the  fmiles  of  the  Engllfh  ?  to  encourage  thoufands  of  Brltllh  refi- 
dents  to  monopolize  the  trade  with  England,  and  to  ftarve  our 
young  American  citizens,  to  feed  thofe  who  fcarcely  pay  a  Ibilling 
tax,  while  they  are  vending  the  fame  articles  imported  by  our  own 
merchants  ?  If  this  is  federalifm,  it  is  impoffible  that  it  fhould  long 
profper — the  young  men  will  quickly  feel  the  effects  of  this  poli- 
cy. If  this  is  federalifm — if  this  is  the  "  rifmg  fun"  which  is 
vauntlngly  proclaimed  as  dlffufing  its  benign  efllcacy,  depend  on  it, 
my  young  friends,  that  its  genial  warmth  will  never  proniote  your 
happinefs  ;  it  will  baffle  your  hopes  ;  your  enterprize  will  be  fruf- 
trated  ;  the  cultivation  of  the  foil  v^lU  not  extend  your  growth  ; 
the  harveft  will  redound  to  Britons,  while  you  will  be  left  In  the 
field  of  commerce,  like  vegetables  blafted  by  an  untimely  froft. 
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TO  THE  "  YOUNG  MAN,"  IN  THE  PALLADIUM. 

JL  HAVE  READ  your  performance  with  confiderable  attention, 
and  am  forry  you  have  difcovered  fo  great  a  degree  of  acrimony 
in  your  obfervatlons. — Truth  is  of  fuch  a  delicate  texture,  that  it 
mud  be  fought  for  in  the  calm  recefles  of  refledion,  rather  than  in 
the  turbulent  elFufions  of  the  paffions.  The  ornament  of  a  young 
man  .is  modcfly,  and  when  he  overleaps  the  boundary  of  decency, 
he  expofes  hlmfelf  more  to  pity  than  refpeftful  attention.  If 
you  have  any  objedllons  to  my  remarks,  it  would  be  more  becom- 
ing to  point  out  the  impropriety  of  them,  than  to  retort  in  a  lan- 
guage which  conveys  an  idea  that  your  manners  have  not  been  im- 
proved by  your  educatioti  ;  prefummg,  however,  that  you  have,  ven- 
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tured  in  public  in  order  to  obtain  information,  and  being  unwil- 
ling to  difappoint  you  in  your  laudable  defign,  I  fliall  wave,  for 
the  prcfent,  my  own  refle(ftions,  on  the  baneful  tendency  of  BrltiJhfaQors 
enjoying  the  fame  commercial  benefits  'with  our  otun  citizens,  and  recom- 
mend to  your  candid  perufal  the  circular  letter,  written  by  feme  of 
our  moft  refped^able  mercantile  chara<5\ers  in  the  year  1785. 

This  letter  has  often  been  publifhed,  but  as  it  contains  fafts  of 
the  liioft  intereftirig  nature  ;  as  it  eyprefTes  the  fentiments  of  men 
who  are  well  acquainted  with  our  commercial  relations  ;  as  the 
meafures  recommended  were  the  bafis  on  which  our  federal  govern- 
ment was  founded  ;  as  the  debates  in  the  feveral  ftate  conventions 
(during  its  adoption)  principally  contemplated  the  neceffity  of 
fome  "  checks  and  balances,"  on  the  European  trade  :  For  thefe 
reafons,  I  prefume  it  will  not  be  thought  improper  at  this  time  to 
recommend  this  important  document  to  your  confideration,  or 
even  to  recommend  its  being  read  annually  in  our  town-meetings. 
It  is  fo  particularly  defcriptive  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  country, 
I  flatter  myfelf,  while  it  communicates  to  you  that  knowledge  of 
which  you  appear  at  prefent  fo  deftitute,  it  will  ferve  to  revive 
thofe  fentiments  among  the  citizens  at  large  which  aduated  the 
merchants  of  Bofton  at  that  eventful  period. 

However,  "  young  man,"  if  the  letter  fhould  fail  to  convince  you 
of  your  error,  I  Ihall  only  requeft  that  your  refentment  will  hereaf- 
ter be  levelled  on  the  gentlemen  who  difleminated  thefe  principles 
by  a  circular  letter,  (even  if  fome  of  tliem  have  apoftatized)  rather 
than  on  one  who  is  only  a  profelyte  to  the  truths  which  it  con- 
tains. 

When  you  arrive  at  the  age  of  maturity,  you  will  know  the 
difference  between  thofe  induftrious  emigrants,  who  arrive  in  Ame- 
rica for  the  purpofe  of  improving  our  manufadures,  cultivating  the 
foil,  and  whofe  objeift  is  ^permanent  refidence,  and  the  mere  tranllent 
hawkers  who  only  refide  in  the  commercial  towns,  for  the  fole  pur- 
pofe of  vending  their  goods,  to  the  injury  of  our  merchants,  who  pay 
little  or  no  taxes,  whofe  refidence  is  fo  temporary,  that  they  are 
not  afiaid  to  hazard  their  reputation  by  erroneous  entries  in  the 
cuftom-houfe,  and  who  will  in  time  deftroy  all  the  regular  impor- 
tation of  our  own  citizens. 

If  tlic  young  men  of  the  prefent  day  are  more  enlightened  and 
liberal  than  the  merchants  whofe  figuatures  accompany  the  Ad- 
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drefs,  or  if  they  are  perfuaded  tliey  can  rife  fiiperior  to  all  the  con- 
fequences  anticipated  by  tbofe  gentlemen,  yet  I  am  perfuaded  there 
is  fo  much  candor  refiding  in  the  breafts  of  the  youth  of  this  me- 
tropolis, that  they  will  not  eonuder  me  as  "  their  enemy,"  though" 
I  may  be  thought  too  officious  in  warning  tliem  of  the  danger  con- 
templated by  fome  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  patriots  at  that  alann- 
ing  crifis. 

If  the  young  American,  with  his  wife  and  family,  feel  difpof^ 
ed  to  have  a  Scotch  fador  or  an  Englifh  agent  enjoy  equal  com- 
mercial advantages  with  themfelves,  it  is  a  misfortune  for  which- 1 
am  not  anfwerable,  or  think  that  the  man  who  deprecates  the  ten- 
dency arifing  from  fuch  evils  is  "  their  enemy,"  I  muft  fubmit  to 
the  implication  ;  but  let  me  aflure  fudh  inconfiderate  revilers,  that 
the  time  will  foon  arrive  when  they  willy^^/  tlie  effeds  of  their  fol- 
ly, and  be  olUged  to  acknowledge  the  man  who  forewarns  tliem 
of  the  evil  as  their  bejl  friend. 
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THE   POLITICAL  PHENOMENON. 

X  HE  prefent  ftate  of  politics  in  this  country,  mufl;  exhibit  th« 
United  States  as  a  phenomenon  in  the  view  of  European  nations. 
To  obferve  individuals  in  a  republican  fociety  contending  againft 
thofe  vital  principles,  on  which  its  legitimate  permanency  muft 

exift to  read   publications   fraught    with   the   moft  malignant 

calumny  againft  the  man  who  is  defirous  to  fubftantiate  the  full 
energy  of  thofe  doarines,  which  have  ever  been  confidered  as  the 
bulwark  of  a  free  government — to  fee  papers  which  are  ftyled 
federaly  proftituted  to  the  bafe  purpofe  of  diffolving  the  Union  ! — 
to  find  toafts  circulated  around  the  feftive  board,  tending  to 
fxcite  the  moft  abhorrent  paffions,  and  countenanced  by  clerical 
charafters,  who  profefs  to  inculcate  the  benign  maxim  of  "  peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  towards  men" — to  hear  the  full-toned 
organ  (dedicated  to  hymns  of  praife  and  thankfgiving  to  the 
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great  Ruler  of  the  tiniverfe)  leading  in  difcordant  notes  to  the 
fanguinary  fong  of  blood  and  carnage  among  the  citizens  of  the 
refpedivc  States  !  InJlead  of  the  angel  of  peace,  to  portray 
"  the  amputating  knife,"  in  the  temple  of  Him,  who  declared, 
that  "  wliofoevcr  drew  the  fword  ihould  pcrifii  by  the  fword  !'* 
To  notice  the  hypocrify  of  thofe,  who,  while  they  pretend  to 
eulogize  Wafhington,  are  defiroying  the  great  Legacy  of  Uniottf 
which  he  bequeathed  at  the  laft  moments  of  his  exiflence  !  To 
obferve  the  bafe  intrigues  of  men,  who  by  falfehood  and  decep'- 
tion  miflead  the  honeft  yeomanry  and  tradefmen  of  Maffachufctts, 
New-Hampfliire,  and  Connedicut,  to  countera«5t  the  principles  fo 
earneftly  recommended  by  this  departed  patriot  !  When,  fellov/- 
citizens,  we  view  thefe  things fyjlemaiically  purfued,  have  we  not' 
rcafon  to  paufe  and  examine  the  chara(5ters  who  are  doing  the 
mifchief  ?  , 

In  the  firll  place,  if  we  look  through  the  town  of  Bofton,  can 
we  find  one  man  who  was  oppofed  to  the  revolution,  but  what  is 
a.  reviler  of  Prefident  Jefferfon  ?  Or,  is  tliere  one  man  among 
them,  wIk)  was  inimical  to  Wafhington,  during  the  war,  but  what 
is  now  in  oppofition  to  Jefferfon  ? — Thefe  men  treated  Wafhing- 
ton, during  our  revolution,  in  the  fame  manner  they  now  do 
Jefferfon.  Did  they  not  reprefent  him  as  tlie  leader  of  an  intol- 
erant faAion  ?  Was  not  his  conciliatory  condudt  treated  with 
every  indignity  ? — Were  not  his  attempts  to  relieve  us  from  inter- 
nal  Briti/h  taxes,  confidered  as  infringing  on  the  prerogative  of 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons  ? — ^Was  not  his  oppofition  to  the 
eflablifliment  of  a  Judiciary,  the  judges  of  wlilch  were  to  remain 
permanent  under  the  pay  of  the  crown,  denounced  by  the  then  BritUh 
faction,  as  a  violation  of  the  Conflkution  ?  Was  not  the  declaration 
of  independence,  though  famflioncd  by  the  fig:iature  of  Hancock 
and  enforced  by  the  fword  of  Wafhington,  called  the  *'  fpeaking 
trumpet  of  lebelUon"  ?  Were  we  not  then  called  upon,  in  the 
fame  tone  of  energy  which  now  defignates  a  Morris  or  3  Bayard, 
to  "  paufe,  for  heaven's  fake  paufe"  ?  Were  not  the  patriots  of 
Congrefs  denounced  as  a  body  of  infurgcnts,  and  were  not  the 
American  army  deftined  to  the  gibbet,  in  cafe  their  prowefs  had 
not  been  equal  to  the  great  objefls  of  our  Independence  ? 
H  h 
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If  we  had  not  fucceeded,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Hancock, 
George  Waflilngton  and  a  hoft  of  heroes  would  have  been  handed 
down  m  the  American  hiftcry,  in  the  fame  degrading  point  or 
view,  as  Prefident  Jefferfon  now  flands  in  thofe  pnpers  devoted 
to  a  junto,  who  from  the  beginning  were  unfriendly  to  every 
republican  character  within  the  United  States  ;  and  Ihould  any 
prominent  character,  in  the  time  of  the  revolution,  be  now  counte- 
nanced hf  this  party,  it  would  be  only  in  proportion  to  his 
apojlacy  from  the  great  caufe  which  brought  him  from  obfctirityy 
and  gave  him  a  political  reputation.  In  eveiy  inftance,  the 
Eflfex  junto  have  fupported  the  old  revoluiimiary  patriots  fo  far,  and 
no  farther  tlian  they  liave  renounced  their  republican  creed. 
Though  a  man  might  at  thofe  days  oppofe  a  feudal  fyflem,  yet  if 
he  is  now  in  favour  of  an  hereditary  prefident  and  fenate,  they 
will  receive  him  into  full  communion. 

The  prcfent  controverfy  is  not  merely  an  oppofition  to  Mr. 
JeiFeribn,  it  is  no  more  nor  lefs  than  the  outrageous  eifufions  of 
the  enemies  of  our  revolution,  againft  republicanifm  ;  they  may 
fweeten  the  pill  with  federalifm,  to  make  it  palatable,  bnt  depend 
on  it  the  moft  component  parts  are  the  poifonous  ingredients  of 
toryifm.  Thefe  people  find  that  the  Prefident  is  reverting  to 
original  principles  ;  they  are  anxious  therefore  to  rally  under 
falfe  colours  ;  they  cry  out  Wajhington,  and,  like  Judas,  would 
falutc  him  "  hail,  mafter,  and  kifs  him,"  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
would  if  in  their  power,  crucify  hitti  and  eVery  man  who  profeffes 
to  be  his  difciple. 

The  tories  always  fpoke  one  language — they  do  not  argue, 
but  declaim  ;  they  do  not  reafon,  but  denounce. ;  they  do  not 
attempt  to  convince,  but  alarm.  They  declared  in  1775  that 
we  had  broken  the  Conllitution  ;  that  deftru(51ion  would  follow 
our  oppofition  to  Britain  ;  that  we  ought  to  pay  taxes  ;  that  it 
was  proper  to  have  a  ftanding  army  ;  that  a  numerous  body 
of  officers,  to  live  on  the  earnings  of  the  people,  were  congenial 
with  liberty  ;  that  a  republican  government  was  a  volcano,  which 
generated  in  its  bofom  the  lava  of  its  diflblution.  They  attempted 
to  diiTolve  the  union  of  the  States,  by  fhutting  up  the  port  of 
Boilon,  and  giving  exclusive  privileges  to  the  other-  fea-ports  ; 
tliey  fpread  alarms  among  the  people,  and  kept  the  continent  in 
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one  conftant  ftate  of  perturbation  ;  they  told  us  that  Adacis  ;x:,w 
Hancock  were  traitors,  and  that  a  permanent  judiciary,  paid  by 
the  crown,  was  the  only  bails  of  Englifh  liberty. 

Is  it  not  necelfary  then,  fellow-citizens,  to  examine  the  dcCgns 
of  thcfe  men  ?  Why  is  calumny  heaped  on  the  prefent  admin- 
i/lratiou  i  Why  is  difunion  advocated  as  the  defidcratum  of 
public  happinefs  ?  Why  is  tlie  Prefident  treated  with  fuch  pointed 
difrefpe(fl:  ?  Ar^  you  diflrefled  by  being  relieved  from  taxes  ?  Is 
the  repeal  of  the  e^cifc  on  iliftilled  fpirits  injurious,  when  on  the 
commencement  of  this  tax,  Governour  Strong  and  Mr.  Dalton, 
Senators  from  this  State,  were  oppofed  to  the  meafure  ?  If  we 
now  fay  the  repeal  is  unjuftifiable,  we  condemn  Governour  Strong, 
as  he  was,  from  tiae  firft  introdmftion  of  this  aft,  in  the  oppofition- 
Can  it  be  difadvantageous  to  our  citizens,  when  we  paid  80,006 
dollars,  and  Virginia  only  40,000  ?  Can  it  be  beneficial  for  us 
to  continue  a  tax  which  took  twenty  dollars  out  of  every  hundred 
to  fupport  the  various  off*  ers  for  collefting  it,  and  which  amount- 
ed to  1 80,000  yearly  ;  every  cent  of  which  is  favcd  to  the  people 
by  abolilhing  the  fyftem  ?  Every  other  part  of  the  internal 
taxes  fell  largely  on  the  New-England  States,  and  yet  the  tory 
fadion  are  attempting  to  renew  the  fyftem,  under  the  deceptive 
plea,  that  we  are  to  be  benefitted  by  the  meafure. 

The  judiciary  is  another  fource  of  complaint  againft  the  Pres- 
ident. But  is  there  a  man  in  the  United  States  who  wiflies  to 
extend  tlxis  department  of  our  government  ?  Where  is  the  man 
who  candidly  thinks  that  tl:e  bench  and  the  bar,  (though  rcf- 
peftable  as  men)  have  not  already  their  full  preponderancy  of 
weight  in  the  community  ?  Ye  who  attend  our  courts,  and  ye 
who  have  caufis  depending,  examine  the  records  and  your  own 
bills  of  coft,  and  tlien  anfwer  vhethfr  the  liberties  and  happinefs 
of  America  depead  on  an  extenfion  of  judiciary  prerogative  i 
Tlie  man  who  has  a  difpofition  to  abufe  tlie  prdfent  adminiftration, 
for  this  timely  check  of  profeffional  influence,  muft  have  been 
peculiarly  fortunate  in  not  being  obliged  to  pafs  the  ordeal  of 
a  law-fuit,  otlierw'ife  tlie  evidence  would  have  been  too  forcible 
ou  his  mind  and  purfe  to  ii^lmit  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  repeal.  To  illuftrate  this  remark,  let  the  will  of  Wafliington 
fpeak  ;  as  he  therein  declares,  tliat  all  controverfies  as  they  relatc4 
to  /jis  ejlatcy  fhould  "  be  decided  by  three  impartial  and  difmtcrcll- 
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ed  men."  This  Is  llhe  deliberate  voice  of  him  in  whom  "  all  hearts 
united."  Who  then  can  controvert  the  principle  ?  Who  then  can 
vilify  HoNESTUs  ? 

Have  ye,  fellow-citizens,  gone  to  your  homes,  after  attending 
a  Circuit  or  Diftrift  Court,  and  bewailed  the  weaknefs  and  imbe- 
cility of  the  judiciary,  as  it  relates  to  any  one  officer  within  the 
whole  department  ?  If  it  is  true  that  the  bappinefs  of  our  coun- 
try wholly  depends  on  giving  further  energy  to  the  judiciary,  in 
the  name  of  liberty  and  independence,  let  us  rally  round  this 
negleded  and  enfeebled  part  of  our  government — ^let  us  anath- 
ematize the  Prcfident  and  Concrrefs— let  us  commence  a  crufade 
to  Wafhington-City,  and  under  the  banners  of  the  judiciary,  to  the 
tune  of  "  Rule  New-England,"  let  us  entrench  ourfelves  within 
piftol-fhot  of  the  Legiilative  and  Exectitive — thus  embodied  and 
embattled,  let  us  fend  in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  and  peremp- 
torily demand  an  unequivocal  compliance  with  our  wilhes  ! 

To  fhew  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  attack  on  Prefident 
Jefferfon's  conduft,  let  us  fuppofe  that  he  had  been  at  the  head 
of  the  adminftration  the  laft  four  years  ;  that  the  public  debt  had 
increafed,  though  the  revenue  had  been  fo  abundantly  produftive 
from  the  European  war  ;  that  he  had  raifed  an  army  evidently 
unneceffary  at  the  period  of  its  eftablifhmcnt ;  that  he  had  bur- 
dened the  citizens  with  excifes,  ftamp  duties,  and  a  direft  tax  ; 
that  he  had  borrowed  money  at  tlie  unprecedented  intereft  of 
8  per  cent.  Suppofe  he  had  purfued  a  fyftem  of  expenditure 
upon  a  fcale  fimilar  to  the  above  items.  In  moft  of  his  tranfadions 
— fhould  we  not  confider  it  a  happy  event,  if  Mr.  Adams  had 
\>tfa.  chofen  and  in  a  few  months  had  adopted  meafures  exaftly 
conformable  to  the  prefent  adminiftration  ?  '  Would  not  the 
people  have  thought  it  was  a  change  for  the  better  ?  Would 
they  not  have  reafon  to  be  thankful,  that  the  finances  of  govern- 
ment were  adequate  to  all  our  purpofes,  while  they  felt  themfelves 
relieved  from  fuch  a  number  of  burthenfome  taxes  ?  This  is  a 
fair  ftatoment  of  the  quqftioB,  and  if  the  Effex  junto  deny  It,  let 
them  ftate  their  objeftions. 

Why  then,  fellow-citizens,  is  all  this  rancorous  temper  excited  ? 
How  degrading  muft  we  appear  In  Europe,  to  find  us  abufing  the 
man,  whofe  whole  condu<5l  appears  dire<5led  to  the  public  good  ! 
It  Is  impoflible,  that  the  real  friends  to  our  country  are  the 
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authors  of  that  calumny  which  daily  appears  in  our  papers — 
they  muft  be  enemies,  lurking  in  our  fca-ports  and  interior,  men 
who  are  baffled  in  their  defigns  to  eftablifh  thcmfclves  and  fam- 
ilies on  the  ruiu  of  our  general  prcfperity.  Let  us  be  colle<5led, 
cool  and  deliberate,  and  by  perfcvering  in  the  glorious  caufc  of 
republicanifm,  we  mull  obtain  the  vidlory  ;  we  (hall  "  rife  con- 
querors, yea  more  than  conquerors,"  over  the  difturbers  of  our 
national  quietude — we  (hall  finally  triumphantly  fmg, 

f*  Columbians  never,  never  JbaU  l>e  Jlaves  /" 
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**  STEADY    HABITS." 

XN  all  controverfies,  either  religious  or  political,  the  parties  gener- 
ally adopt  fomc  laconic  terms,  which  give  celerity  and  facility  in 
profecuting  their  favourite  tenets.  Orthodoxy  has  had  a  wonderful 
effect  in  theological  difputes  ;  for  who  can  be  oppofed  to  orthodoxy  ? 
Who  can  be  an  enemy  to  the  true  faith  ?  The  Calvinift  claims  this 
appellation  ;  the  Socinian  cnlifts  under  this  banner ;  the  Univer- 
falift  pleads  orthodoxy  as  the  ground-work  of  his  profeillon  ;  and 
even  the  Shaher  exclaims,"  orthodoxy  !  orthodoxy  !" — Thus, in 
religion,  we  are  oftentimes  led  by  founds,  without  attending  to 
realities.  Controverdes  have  oftener  originated  from  attachment 
to  names,  than  from  fpiritual  improvement  and  information  ;  abufe 
and  fcurrility  are  frequently  the  weapons  of  oppofition,  and  the 
purity  of  the  fubjeft  is  commonly  loft  in  the  impurity  of  the 
language. 

Calumny  never  made  a  profelyte,  though  it  generates  hypo- 
crites ;  a  man  who  fecks  popularity  by  facrificing  principle,  may 
accommodate  hinifclf  toa  leading  party,  but  he  who  has  no  other 
monitor  than  his  own  confcicnce,  views  with  the  utmofl  indiffer- 
ence the  frowns  of  his  enemies,  and  obfervcs  with  ineffable  ccm- 
tempt  the  bafe  defigns  to  injure  his  reputation.  The  whole  hiftory 
of  the  bible  is  fraught  with  fmiilar  fentiment,  and  when  thofe  who 
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pretend  to  profeft  dosSlrines  contained  in  tliat  holy  record,  calum- 
niate as  orators  and  defame  zs  pol'uictans.,  fo  far  from  fubHantiating 
their  belief  in  what  they  profefs,  aje,  (like  the  hypocrites  emphati- 
cally dcfcribed  in  that  facred  volume)  '' ivhiiened  febulchrest*  which 
**  witliin  are  full  of  all  manner  of  uncleanlinefs."  If  a  man  incul- 
cates the  do;5lrine  of  our  Saviour,  "  bleSed  are  the  peace-makers," 
yet  v^he  violates  the  injuncftion  by  his  prailice,  tlie  fmcerity  of  his 
faith  becomes  doubtful. 

In  politics,  as  in  religion,  certain  terms  are  lifed  to  accoraplifh 
particular  purpofes.  "  Sisady  habits,^'  in  Conne«flicut,  have  been  a 
fignificant  appellation  to  dtfignate  the  different  claffes  of  citizens 
;ri  their  political  fentiments.  When  we  hear  a  m-an  in  that  (late, 
abufing  the  Prefident,  calumniating  the  adminiftration,  degrading 
every  officer  in  the  government,  deprecating  the  repeal  of  internal 
Jaxes,  and  condemning  the  reftoration  of  the  judiciary  fyftem,  he 
generally  concludes  his  outrageous  obfervations  with  this  emphati- 
cal  declaration,  that  he  Is  a  friend  to  ^^Jieady  habits  .'"  He  will  in 
the  moft  wanton  manner  vilify  the  character  of  his  neighbour,  who 
differs  from  him  ;  violate  all  the  benign  attributes  of  candour  and 
charity  ;  and  after  anathematizing  his  opponents  as  the  mofl  ab- 
jeft  beings  in  fociety,  he  clofes  his  illiberal  remarks  with  an  ejacu- 
lation to  heaven,  to  prejnvs  Connedicut  in  'tis  "Jifady  habits  J"  he 
praifcs  God  that  he  is  not  a  'Jeff'erfonian  republican.,  and  that  Connec' 
ticut  is  not  like  Virginia. 

How  a  man  can  apply  the  "  ileady  habits  of  Connecticut,"  iij 
vindication  of  his  abufe  to  the  prefent  adminiftration,  is  a  myftery 
too  intricate  to  be  explained.  That  flate,  in  all  its  governmental 
proceedings,  purfues  a  fyftem  the  moft  analogous  to  Mr.  Jeffcrfon's 
of  any  in  the  Union,  and  yet,  wonderful  to  relate,  are  oppofing  his 
meafures,  under  the  falfe  idea  that  he  is  infringing  on  their  ^^Jleady 
ballts.'*  The  expenfes  of  their  government  are  brought  within 
the  narro-vyeft  point  of  parfimony  ;  their  elections  are  more  frequent 
than  hi  any  other  ftate  ;  their  judges  are  chofen  annwally  ;  the 
falaries  of  their  refpeclive  officers  are  provident  to  a  proverb  ;  the 
people  are  induftriou;;,  and  "  earn  their  bread  hy  the  fweat  of  then- 
brow."  Notwithftanding  wliicl),  fuch  has  been  the  infatuation  of 
many  honeft,  well-difpofed  perfons,  (owing  to  the  deception  piac- 
tifed  by  the  junto,  in  league  witli  a  few  over-heated  clergy- 
men) that  the  very  "  habits"  of  that  rcfpedlable  ftate  ars  brought 
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as  proofs  of  the  Impropriety  of  tne  prefent  meafirrps  nf  rpvem^ 
mcnt. 

Why  fhould  Connedicut  he  fingled  out  in  {.ppchtion  to  Mr* 
Jeffcrfon  ?  If  wc  analyfe  his  condu«ft,  it  cxaftly  corrcfpcnds  with 
the  economical  "  fteady  habits"  of  that  State.  He  has  IdTcned 
public  taxes — he  h?.s  reduced  the  number  of  fiipemumcrary  ofli- 
cers — he  has  brought  the  pubhc  expenditures  wiihin  the  revenue 
arifing  from  impofi — he  has  placed  our  finances  on  fuch  a  balls, 
that  an  8  per  cent,  loan,  it  is  probable,  "P/ill  never  again  be  re- 
quired— a  land-tax  cannot  be  expe«5ted  to  arife  under  his  adminif- 
tration — l>e  has  restored  the  judiciary  to  the  fame  Jlate  in  which 
Wajhhipon  left  if,  and  has  carefully  avoided  burdening  the  citizens 
with  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  unneceffary  judges.  Is  it  poQihlc, 
tlien,  that  a  real  difficulty  fhould  exifl:  in  Connefticut,  when  every 
meafurefo  completely  quadrates  ■with  their  own  fcale  of  internal 
policy  ?  The  yeomanry  muft  be  deceived,  if  they  fuppofc  the  for- 
mer expenfive  fyftcm  was  more  calculated  for  their  intereil  and 
profperity.  I  would  venture  to  appeal  to  e^'ery  farmer,  whether 
the  economy  of  the  prefent,  or  the  extravagance  of  the  laft  ad- 
miniftration>  is  moft  congenial  to  his  wiHies. 

The  landed  intereft  is  deeply  conneded  with  economy  ;  other 
branches  may  ftruggle  under  a  \freight  of  taxes,  but  the  fanner 
mud  eventually  fall  a  facrifice,  if  his  earnings  are  taken  t©  fupport 
an  adminift ration  founded  on  the  "  imtovating"  principle,  that  "  .t 
public  debt  is  a  public  bleffing."  A  public  debt  is  no  doubt  a 
private  bleffing,  by  providing  for  a  clan  of  lazy,  idle  fycophants  ; 
but  the  folly  of  an  oppofite  doftrine  mull:  be  evident  to  men,  who, 
from  "  habit,"  have  become  "  fteady"  in  preferving  among  them- 
felves  the  principles  o(  induftry  and  economy. 

It  is  rather  laughable  that  the  "  fteady  habits"  of  Connec- 
ticut fhould  become  appropriate  to  extravagant  federal  meai^ 
vros — a  Connecflicut  farmer  in  favour  of  a  lahd-tax  ! — a  Conneo- 
ticut  manufa(5lurer  an  advocate  for  exciles  ! — a  Conne<5ticut  mer- 
chant a  profcl}te  for  ftamp  duties  ! — a  ConneSicut  Chrijlian  deplor- 
ing the  repeal  of  a  duty  on  his  chaife,  which  conveys  him  and  his 
family  to  tlie  houfe  of  worlhip  ! — a  Connedlicut  citizen  lamenting 
that  an  eight  per  cent,  loan  is  not  ncceflary  for  the  expenfes  of 
government  !  !  Thefe  firange  ahfurdities,  however,  have  been  the 
tcft  of  federalifm.     A  Coxxne^icuc  ckrgymaa,  who  prays  for  « 
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connexion  between  Church  and  State,  may  anathematize  thofe  who 
have  declared  fuch  "  innomations^'  unneceflary  ;  or  a  body  of  law- 
yers may  anticipate  a  decreafe  of  bnfmefs,  in  confcquence  of  oppo- 
fite  meafures  ;  but  it  is  mpojfible,  that  the  great  body  of  citizens 
ihould  confidef  as  griev'ances  a  contrary  line  of  procedure,  unlefs 
the  grofleil  deceptions  have  been  praflifed  on  their  credulity. 

Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  Connecticut  citizens  will  approve  of  a 
JUDICIARY,  which  claims  a  control  over  the  Legijlature,  when  they 
are  fo  cautious  of  this  branch  of  government  as  to  choofe  their 
judges  annually  ?  Can  they  be  in  favour  of  a  land-tax,  when 
their  whole  intereft  lies  in  this  fpecies  of  property  ?  Will  they  b« 
in  favour  of  an  excise,  when  their  grain  furnifhes  fuch  a  fupply 
for  diilillery  ?  Can  tliey  appn-ove  of  the  "  lnn(fvattnn"  of  an  eight 
PER.  CENT.  LOAN,  when  all  their  tranfadtions  are  within  the  old 
eftablifhed  ufage  of^.r  per  cent.  ?  Or  can  the  people  confide  in  the 
integrity  of  ■a.fenv  federal  clergymen,  when  they  fee  an  Huntington 
facrifice  every  veftige  of  decency,  and  chriftian  benevolence,  in  ca- 
lumniating a  clerical  brother,  merely  for  political  purpofes  ?  "  Such 
things  are,"  but  common  fenfe  forbids  their  continuance.  It  may 
anfwer  for  "  half  a  time,"  but  it  cannot  be  durable,  when  infor- 
mation difpels  the  clouds  of  error  and  deception.  The  fad  is, 
the  citizens  of  the  moft  republican  States,  have  been  led  to  fup^- 
port  federal  meafures,  not  from  conviffion,  but  from  dclufon.  The 
honefly  of  the  people  has  been  praftifed  on  by  an  artful,  intrigu- 
ing, prieftly  junto.  Not  that  I  do,  or  ever  did,  fuppofe  that  the 
clergy  in  general  were  oppofed  to  republicanifm,  yet  I  believe,  that 
xkit  Juhtldy  of  a  few  has  in  many  inftances  deceived  many  of  the 
very  eledt.  Owing  to  an  uncommon  exertion  of  the  federal 
party,  the  good  people  of  Connecticut  have  been  forced  to  adopt 
fentiments  contrary  to  every  "  fleady  habit"  imbibed  by  them- 
felvcs,  and  predecefTors.  They  have  been  deceived  by  fome 
fpiritual  leader,  to  embrace  political  doftrines  fubverfivd  of  all 
thofe  legitimate  pradices,  which  have  raifcd  them  to  their  prefent 
opulence,  freedom,  and  refpeftability.  A  fyflem  of  adminiftra- 
tion  profecuted  on  the  fame  extravagant  principles  with  the  laft, 
would  have  proved  ruinous  to  every  agricultural  State  in  the 
Union.  A  (landing  army — a  numerous  body  of  excife  men — a 
burdenfome  judiciary,  with  all  the  connexions  attendant  on  a 
particular  profeflion,  might  be  advantageous  to  tliofe  who  live  by 
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the  labour  of  others,  or  to  thofe  who  profit  by  litigious  law-Aiits  ; 
but  In  a  country,  whofe  profperity  depends  on  agriculture,  com- 
merce and  manufafiures,  all  fuch  extraneous  contingencies  mufl: 
prove  deftru6live  to  the  permanent  happiiiefs  of  the  people. 

_  From  the  firft  fettlemcnt  of  America,  economy  ahd  industrv 
were  the  "  JACHIN  and  BOAZ"  of  the  Northern  States.  In 
every  Legiflature,  vre  find  that  the  purfc-flrings  were  held  with 
peculiar  circumfpeftion.  In  MaiTachufetts,  the  trcalury  depart- 
ment is  watched  with  hawk-eyed  attention.  Rhode-Ifland, 
Connedicut,  and  New-Hamplhirc,  have  their  "  fteady  habits" 
ih  guarding  againfi  the  inroads  of  extravagance.  All  money 
matters  are  confidered  with  the  utmoft  accuracy  ;  they  not  only 
auei^L  the  gold  ifluing  from  the  treafury,  but  alfo  weigh  the  meafurcs 
which  draw  it  from  the  place  of  depofit.  An  extravagant  fyfterii 
could  never  become  popular  In  either  of  the  Northern  States.  If 
any  man  ever  took  New-England  ground,  it  is  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  it 
only  fhews  the  folly  of  the  federalifts  to  exped  to  ralfe  a  formida- 
ble oppofition  to  him  from  this  quarter.  He  conforms  his  mea- 
fures  to  our  "  habits ;"  he  purfues  fuch  a  mode  of  condu<5t  as  muft 
be  unlverfally  approved  ;  it  is  impofllble  he  fhould  fail  of  fuccefs» 
as  he  takes  all  our  rules  for  his  guidance  and  diredlon.  Would 
a  govcrnour  in  Connedicut,  MafTachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  or  Ncvr- 
Kampfhire  become  unpopuliir  by  reducing  taxes  ?  Should  we 
have  thought,  if  a  Britilh  governour  had  impofcd  heavy  duties 
before  the  revolution,  that  an  American  govcrnour,  by  reducing 
them,  Was  an  enemy  to  ourtiatfonal  happinefs  ?  If,  under  Hutch- 
infon,  we  had  a  ftamp-ad,  furely  under  Hancock  we  experienced 
the  efficacy  of  the  repeal.  Thefe  rcflcdions  are  confonant  to 
our  "  fteady  habits  ;"  they  are  the  teft  of  "  New-England  feel- 
ings, manners,  and  principles  ;"  under  no  other  regimen  will 
•*  New-England  rule"  or  be  ruled  ;  they  are  tlie  tenets  of  legiti- 
mate orthodoxy  ;  all  other  dodrines  are  herefy,  "  imioTation," 
*'  modern  philofophy,"  and  political  "  atheifm  ;"  it  is  the  new- 
fangled creed  of  the  Eflex  junto,  propagated  by  miiHonaries  under 
the  immediate  patronage  of  their  difciples  ;  it  is  promulgated  by 
falfe  prophets,  aided  by  a/ew  ignorant,  fupercilious  priefts  ;  com- 
miflioned  by  a  junto,  who  arc  plaaning  the  ruin  of  the  country, 
I  i 
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an  alliance  with  Britam,  a  war  with  France,  and  the  diffolution  of 
the  Union  ! 

Felloiu-c'iti'z.ens  i — This  controverfy  is  plain  to  every  man's 
nnderilanding,  and  nothing  is  wanting  to  reftore  univerfal  har- 
mony, but  to  read  and  judge  for  yourfelves.  Have  your  burdens 
increafed  lince  the  inauguration  of  Mr.  JefFerfon  ?  Has  not  your 
public  credit  rifen  to  jfh  uncommon  elevation-  fince  that  period  X 
Wherein  then  is  the  difficulty  ?  I  "will  tell  you — a  few  men,  who 
have  anticipated  the  exclufive  benefits  of  the  federal  government, 
by  pofts  of  honour  and  profit ;  who,  under  the  laft  adminiftration, 
had  a  profpecS:  of  aggrandizing  themfelves  and  families,  at  the 
expenfe  of  the  public  ;  fuch  men,  and  their  connexions,  are  difap- 
pointed,  Ky  lefFening  the  fources  of  their  promotion,  and  the  prin- 
cipal clamour  arifes  from  them.  Common  fenfe  dictates  to  us,, 
that  no  real  oppofition  can,  or  ever  will  arife  among  "the  peo- 
ple," while  their  government  is  adminiftered  on  the  principles  of 
economy ;  th:y  never  will  contend  for  a  land-tax,  a  ftamp-aft,  a 
ftandlng-army,  or  for  a  numerous  corps  of  excifemen  ;  they  will 
not  quarrel  for  fupernumerary  judges,  or  for ,  the  increafe  of  the 
influence  of  tlae  bar.  Tlie  advocates  for  fuch  meafurcs  may  cry 
aloud,  but  "  THE  people"  will  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  their  accla- 
mations ;  their  "  fteady  habits"  can  never  be  deranged  by  fuch 
**  innovating"  projefts.  We  may  reft;  affured,  tliat  a  New-England- 
man  never  will  exchange  his  plough  for  a  muflcet,  to  enforce 
additional  taxes  ;  fuch  an  abfurdity  has  never  yet  been  praftifed 
among  us,  and  I  trnit  never  will. 
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No.  JLXIV. 

THE    CHUJR.CH    IN    DANGER  !  ! 


*<  SHOULD  the  mfidcl  Jefferson  he  eMed  to  the  Preftdency^  tU 
fcal  of  death  h  that  moment  fit  on  our  holy  Rdigion^  our  churchet 
will  be  projlratedy  and  fome  infamous  proftitute,  under  the  title  of 
the  Goddefs  of  Reafon,  'wiU  preftde  in  the  SanSuaries  now  devx- 
itd  to  the  Mojl  High."  Nevv-England  Palladium- 

**  THIS  unholy  fpirit  of  Atheifm  has  already  deteriorated  the  polit- 
ical and  moral  condition  of  this  country f  and  Jiill  menaces  our  hopes t 
privilege*' and  pojfejjions** 

Mr.  Emcrfon's  4th  of  July  Oration. 


X  HE  public  mind  has  been  fo  long  "  deteriorated*'  by  alarnic 
and  apprchenfions,  that  it  is  proper  to  arreft  the  attention  of  the 
citizens,  to  a  candid  reflection  upon  the  above  paragraphs.  In  a 
fociety,  compofed  of  men  influenced  by  the  precepts  of  religion,  it 
is  natural  to  fuppole,  when  the  caufe  of  chrijlianity  is  thrcatenejd 
with  annihilation,  that  every  ferious  member  will  be  roufed  in  its 
vindication.  No  wonder  the  federalifts  built  their  expeflations 
on  Counefticut  and  tlie  Northern  States  ;  for  if  the  eleflion  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  to  "  feal  with  death  our  religion,  prottrate  our 
churches,  and  fome  infamous  proftitute  was  to  prefide  in  the  fanc- 
tuaries  devoted  to  the  Moft  High,"  it  was  fiall  time  for  every 
religious  "  fedl"  to  put  on  the  whole  armour  "  both  of  faith  and 
pradice."  This  is  a  high  charge  againft  the  Prefident,  but  like 
all  other  efFufions  of  fanaticifm,  it  falls  by  the  preflure  o£  its 
own  weight. 

Felloiu-citizens — Let  us  for  a  moment  condffcend  to  reafon  with 
thefe  men,  who  thus  deprecated  the  eleftion  of  Mr.  JefTerfon.     He 

has  been  eledcd  nearly  eighteea  months,  and  I  would  afk  them 
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in  what  inftance  has  "  the  feal  of  death  heenfet  on  our  holy  religion^!  ? 
In  what  city,  town,  or  parifii,  has  "  the  church  been  proftrated"  ? 
In  what  ftate  has  "  an  infamous  proflitute  prefided  in  the  fanc- 
tuaries  of  the  Moft  High"  ?  The  pious  Palladium  faid  tliefe 
things  would  take  place  at  "  the  moment  Mr.  Jeiferfon  was  elefted," 
and  yet  he  has  been  Prefldent  nearly  eighteen  months  and  not 
one  particular  has  turned  out  in  conformity  to  its  predidion  ! 

The  federalifts  have  of  late  become  fo  infignificant  in  tlieir 
obfervatiqns,  and  expofe  themfelves  fo  grofsly  by  tlieir  abfurditie^, 
that  they  are  fcarcely  worthy  a  ferious  reply  ;  for  my  own  part, 
they  are  not  viewed  as  antagonifts  ;  they  are  become  rather  the 
iport  of  fatire,  than  the  fubjefts  of  argument.  The  controverfy 
is  fo  unequal,  that  it  is  rather  condefcenfion  that  excites  in  me 
the  common  civility  of  refutation  ; — would  a  man,  who  values  his 
reputation,  prefume  to  argue  with  thofe,  who  £0  often  expofe  then:  - 
felves  to  ridicule  ? 

The  pith  and  marro'w  of  the  wliole  federal  '?  fe(ft"  are  confol- 
Idated  to  the  terrific  charge,  tliat  Mr.  JefFerfon's  election  will  en- 
danger religion.  This  dreadful  prediftion,  is  proclaimed  through 
the  confecrated  medium  of  the  New-England  Palladium.  This 
infallible  oracle  receives  an  additional  infiuence,  by  being  edited 
by  a  Connefticnt  genius,  who  lately  difp|ayed  his  fcientific  knowl- 
edge, by  inferting  a  receipt  to  make'  a  whortle-^erry  (vulgarly 
called  huckle-berry,)  pudding  ?  While  h%  is  thus  anxious  for  a 
good  pudding,  we  cannot  but  fuppofe  he  will  be  equally  attentive 
to  the  moral  virtues.  When,  therefore,  it  is  declared,  in  a  paper 
which  travels  by  the  bounty  of  federal  charicy  into  the  manfion 
of  almoft  every  clergyman  in  New-England,  that  if  Mr.  Jeiferfon 
is  chofen  Prefide'nt,  the  churches  will  be  proftrated?  and  tliat  fome 
hag  will  prefide  in  the  fandluaries  of  the  Moft  High,  can  we  won- 
der that  a  temporary  infatuation  has  bei^'iidered  the  weil-difpofed 
citizens,  and  that  a  faction  of  old  tories,  fhould  have  excited  a 
tranfient  difguft  againft  the  man  who  penned  tjpat  declaration  which 
fevered  America  from  the  fangs  of  Britain  ? 

I  have  endeavoured,  fellow-citizens,  to  treat  every  fubjcA  witji 
deliberate  confideration  ;  but  you  mult  excufc  mc  if  I  indulge  a 
humorous  excurfion  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Pray,  pious  editor, 
from  whence  did  your  diftreffing  forebodings  arife  ?  who  were  the 
pioneers,  armed  with  weapons  of  deftru<Jlion,  to  level  tke  churches  ! 
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who  were  the  nolar'iesy  to  fet  the  feal  of  death  on  our  holy  relig;''-"  ' 
who  were  the  artificers,  to  fafliion  out  the  image  of  the  G  v' 
of  Reafon,  and  vho  were  the  banditti  to  ereft  it  in  ^c  temple  of 
the  Moft  High  ?  The  abfurdity  of  .your  cjeclai'ation  is  evidenced 
by  thef^  inquiries,  and  yet  you  have  folemnly  told  the  citizens, 
that  "  at  the  nicmcni"  Mr.  Jefferfon  was  chofcn,  tliefe  evils  would 
Jake  place  !  Can  you  fuppofe  that  the  people  arc  fo  ignorant 
as  to  credit  your  abfurdities  ?  Has  there  been  any  attempt  to 
accomplifh  your  prophecies  ?  What  church  is  threatened  w-itli 
proftration  ?  What  reverend  prelate  is  under  bonds  or  imprifon- 
xncnt  ?  is  any  fubordinate  member  of  the  church  fulFering  per- 
iecution  ?  Are  not  your  clergy  as  well  paid  now  as  when  Mr. 
Adams  was  Prefident  ?  Has  any  fociety  lowered  their  annus! 
ialary  ?  Arc  the  reverend  pallors  called  on  to  do  more  duty  than 
formerly  ?  or  h3s,the  **  arduous  work  of  the  miniftry"  increafcd  ? 
Have  we  heard  of  any  "  innovations"  to  lefien  the  income  of  the 
church  ?  If  tliefe  things  have  not  taken  place,  what  can  be  the 
meaning  of  the  pious  Palladium  in  denouncing  the  people  as  fub- 
verters  of  order  and  religion  ?  Since  the  fettlemciit  of  this  coun- 
try, the  clergy  never  iived  eafier  than  at  the  prefent  day.  It  is 
ungenerous  then*  to  b^abufing  the  people  as  atheifts,  dcifts,  and 
diforganizers,  when  tljcir  Whole  condud  proves  the  fallacy  of  fuch 
epithets. 

So  far  from  churches  being  " projiratcd"  new  cnc^  are  daily 
ercifling  ;  propofals  for  building  raccting-hcufes  are  more  frequent 
in  our  newfpapers  than  formeily.  In  Boflon  we  (hall  foon  fee 
tlie  New-North  rife  more  glorious  than  the  former  temple  ;  if  we 
proftrate  an  old  churchy  it  is  to  raife  a  more  fplendid  new  one  in  its 
place.  Since  Mr-  JefFerfon's  elcdion,  wc  find  religion  is  as  highly 
rated  as  ever  ;  fame  focieties  are  liberal  in  procuring  fafi^rs^  while 
otliers  are  as  tenacious  in  cftimating  them  at  ihdr  full  va/ur  ;  even 
tlie  old-fafliioned  pride  is  banifhcd,  of  crouding  all  refptflahif  fimiiies 
in  tlie  broad-aiflc  and  on  the  lower  floor,  and  gallery  fe-ws  arc  ixow 
fought  for  v/ith  the  greatcfl  avidity.  In  fhort,  every  thing  about  ^ 
tlie  churches  looks  as  flourifliing  iincc  the  elcifllon  of  Mr.  Jefferfon 
as  before  ;  inftead  of  beholding  "  an  infamous  proji'uate**  prefid- 
mg  in  our  fan<fluarics,  they  were  never  more  ornamented  with 
J.ADIES,  comely  iu  their  attire,  and  attractive  in  their  deporfiment. 
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Thefe  things  being  fa(Ss,  is  it  not  furprifing  that  a  man  from 
Connevfticut  lliould  make  a  declaration  fo  contrary  to  truth  ?  that 
he  fhould  ralfe  a  falfe  alarm,  and  put  the  whole  Chriftian  church 
into  confternation  ?  Or,  how  can  any  man,  clothed  in  facerdotals, 
ferioufly  affert,  that  "  athe'ifm  is  deteriorating  the  moral  and  re- 
ligious condition  of  this  country,"  when  every  appearance  carries 
fuch  ftrong  conviction  to  the  contrary,  and  when  he  knows  there 
is  not  one  profejfed  atheift  on  the  continent  ?  How  can  we  reconcile 
thefe  declar?.tions,  when  the  revival  of  reb'gion  is  fo  powerful 
(ftated  in  the  Evangelical  Magazine)  as  to  "  inock  down"  by  the 
terror  of  the  law,  thoufands  of  men,  women  and  children  ?  How 
are  we  menaced  with  an  annihilation  of  all  morality,  when  "  whole 
forefts  are  illuminated  vdth  lamps"  to  guide  the  heavenly  pilgrims 
to  the  place  of  worfliip  ?  When  men  thus  impofe  on  the  public,  it 
is  but  juftice  to  the  caufe  of  virtue  and  religion  to  notice  their  ab- 
furdities,  to  expofe  their  folly,  and  hold  them  up  as  objeds  of 
deriiion. 

A  trifling  parade  of  aflumed  confequence  ;  a  pedantic,  difplay 
of  claffical  erudition,  interfpcrfed  with  a  fev/  vitiated  pronuncia* 
tions  of  the  American  dialed,  may  give  a  perfon  a  vaft  idea  of 
his  own  importance  ;  but  men  of  cool  reflection  eafily  difcover 
the  gauze  covering,  which  fcreens  fuch  pretenders  from  the  pub- 
lic eye. 

It  is  vvortUy  of  obfervatiqn,  that  every  prediction  of  thus  feder- 
alifts  has  proved  falfe,  as  it  related  to  Mr.  Jefterfon's  election. 
They  not  onTy  told  us  that  religion  was  to  be  banifhed  from  our 
country,  but  that  the  public  credit  would  be  facrificed,  and  that 
commerce  would  be  wholly  unprotcded.  Inftcad  of  which,  te- 
Jijrion  has  rifen  to  an  uncommon  elevation,  if  the  accounts  of  tlie 
Miffionary  Societies  can  be  credited  ;  the  public  Jloch  are  high- 
er than  for  many  years,  and  our  remaining  fhips  of  war  have 
protected  our  Mediterranean  trade,  even  beyond  what  they  did 
when  their  numbers  were  much  larger. 

Fel/otv-tiiizens  I — Be  no  longer  deceived  ;  afTurae  your  wonted 
pofition  ;  let  not  fmaticifm  on  one  fide,  and  apathy  on  the  other, 
k^d  you  from  your  duty  ;  ad  like  men  in  deliberation,  and  like 
brethren  in  dccifion  j  your  enemies  are  few,  though  violent  in  tlieir 
oppofit^ion  J  they  buz  like  a  difl;urbed  hive,  but  their  clamours 
mud  eventually  ceafe.    Tkcy  want  ah  expcnfive  government,  "and 
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the  queftlon  is  fjmply  this,  jire  the  People  in  favour  of  taxes y  when 
they  are  not  needed  ?  Let  the  queftlon  be  taken  throughout  the 
Northern  Shates — vea  or  nay — Te  who  are  in  favour  of  heaivy  taxes  f 
pleafe  to  manifjl  it  ?  If  the  tories  vrant  to  know  the  public  opinion 
on  this  fubje(a,  let  them  try  it  in  town-meeting,  or  c^cn  at  Vila's 
caucus. 


No.  LXV. 


THE    WORLD    TURNED    UPSIDE    DOWN 


i    i 


**  TTjofi  mefiy   who  have  turned  the   world  tipfide  dowrtf  have  comt 
hither    alfhJ* 

•Is  it  pofftllcy  that  the  chriftian  difpenfation  flaould  raife  a  formi- 
dable oppoiltion  from  men  who  pretended  to  difown  all  worldly 
grandeur  and  emoluments,  and  who  lived  in  expeflation  of  a  re- 
ward in  another  world  ?  But  however  paradoxical  it  may  appear, 
yet  the  only  antagonifts  which  gave  our  Saviour  or  his  difciples 
any  trouble,  were  thofe  who  profefled  the  greateft  concern  for  re- 
ligion, and  who  lived  within  the  purlieus  of  the  altai.  The  whole, 
hiftory  of  the  chriftian  fyftem  is  a  narrative  of  the  fcandalous  treat- 
ment of  the  chief  priefts,  fcribcs,  and  Pharifees,  towax'ds  its  pro- 
feflbrs.  They  were  followed  by  a  body  of  perfccutors,  who  were 
conftantly  exciting  the  public  refentment  againft  them.  The  ene- 
mies of  our  Saviour  profecutcd  their  plans  witli  fuch  infidious  art^ 
as  even  to  gain  over,  by  bribery y  one  of  his  difciples,  to  betray 
him.  He  was  early  purfued  by  Church  and  State  :  for  Herod 
began  his  fanguinary  purpofes  by  murdering  tlie  Infants  in  Betli- 
lehem.  When  that  failed  of  the  objc<fl  contemplated,  Satan,  im- 
mediately upon  his  baptifm,  in  a  courteous  ftrain  of  adulation, 
tempted  him.  After  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell  had  exhaufteJ 
all  their  ftratagems  to  enfnare  and  deftroy  him,  he  began  his  mif- 
€oa  by  preaching  on  the  mount,  and  from  that  eminence  made  a 
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folemn  declaration  of  the  benign  principles  of  his  miffion  ;  he  re- 
commended hi  miniftration  by  a*5ls  of  kindnefs  and  beneficence  ; 
healing  all  manner  of  difeafes,  and  evidencing  his  divinity  by  figns 
and  miracles,  Which  gave  a  luftre  to  the  philanthropy  of  his  char- 
atfcer.  Is  it  pjj//t'jle,  then,  that  any  oppofition  could  arife  againft  a 
fyllem  which ^difplaye'd  fuch  complacency  in  its  Author  ?  Should 
we  expe<a  to'  find  among  his  opponents,  thofe  who  profefled  to 
ftudy  the  ha^pinefs  of  mankind,  or  fecmed  devoted  to  the  caufe  of 
virtae  and  riligion  ?  But  the  hiftory  informs  us,  "  that  when  the 
chief  priefts,  fcribes  and  Pharifees  f;iw  the  things  which  he  did, 
they  were  difpleafed,  and  froKI  that  tirfte  fought  to  lay  hands  ori 
him  ;  huf  they  feared  the  people."  The  Pharifees  alfo  took  counfcl 
*'  how  they  might  entangle  him  in  his  talk."  They  began  their 
artifice  b^  queftioning  him,  whether  it  was  lawful  to  g'ive  tribute 
to  C^sAR  ?  They  were  preparing  to  entrap  him  tliat  he  was  not 
C(£far''s  friend ;  but  our  Saviour,  though  thus  furrounded  by  a 
jutUOy  boldly  began  his  oppofition,  by  denouncing  them  as  hypo- 
crites and  deceivers.  The  Sadducees  next  came  forward,  "  who 
fiiy,  there  is  no  refurreftion  ;"  thus  combining  Church  and  StatCy 
as  it  related  to  taxes  to  Casfar,  and  the  final  retribution  of  man-i 
kind.  Th6  money-changers,  it  is  probable,  were  greatly  difturbcd 
in  confequence  of  being  **  whipped  out  of  the  temple  ;"  they 
therefore  allied  themfelves  with  the  Sadducees,  in  order  to  form  a 
federal  connekion  with  this  powerful  "  feft."  The  Pharifees  feemed 
greatly  alai-mea,  when  they  found  he  had  put  the  Sadducees  to 
fiience,  and  they  gathered  together  and  deputized  a  laivyer  to  adt 
him  a  qucltlon,  for  the  purpofe  of  tempting  him." 

After  he  had  cofounded  this  hi/l  tempter,  (from  "  the  bar,")  no 
man  was  able  to  anfwer  him  a  word,  neither  durft  any  man,  from 
that  day  fo^tli,  alk  him  any  more  queftions.  As  fo  on,  therefore, 
as  our  Saviour  had  defeated  the  fcribes,  Pharifees,  Sadducees, 
chief  priefts,  Satan,  and  the  lawyer,  he  began  to  fpeak  to  the 
penpk  and  his  difclples.  He  appears,  at  this  period  of  his  miniflra- 
tion,  convinced  of  the  oppofition  which  he  was  to  encounter,  and 
tlierefore  began  his  miflion  by  warning  them  of  the  deceptive  arts 
of  thofe  who  had  long  deceived  them  under  the  mafk  of  hypocri- 
fy.  Matthew,  in  his  23d  chapter,  (which  I  recommend  to  my 
readers  to  perufe)  begins  his  narrative  in  a  raofl  triumphant  man- 
ner :  after  defcribing  the  complete  vidtory  of  our  Saviour  over  his 
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antagoulfts,  he  goes  on,  "  Then  fpake  he  to  the  multitude  (which 
ftiews  that  he  did  not  confider  "  the  people'  as  "  wolves,'*  or  them- 
fdves  as  their  "  worft  enemies")  faying,  the  fcribes  and  PharifeC* 
fet  in  Mofes'  feat,  but  do  not  ye  after  their  works  ;  for  they  fay, 
and  do  not  ;  they  bind  heavy  burdens,  and  lay  them  on  men's 
fhouldets,  but  they  themfehes  will  not  move  them  with  one  of  their 
fingers ;  they  love  the  uppermoft  rooms  at  feafts,  and  the  chief 
feats  in  the  fynagogue,  and  greetings  in  the  market  place,  and  to 
be  called  of  men,  Rabbi,  rabbi."  After  defcribing  thefe  perfons 
in  their  proper  charaders,  he  goes  on  for  39  verfes,  calling  them 
hypocrites,  dcvourcrs  of  widows'  houfes,  children  of  hell,  blind 
guides,  extortioners,  whited  fepulchres,  ferpfents,  generation  of 
vipers,  per/ecutors  of  nvife  men,  and  finally  clofes  with  this  tremen- 
dous denunciation — "  on  whofe  head  be  all  the  righteous  Hood, 
filed  on  the  eartli,  from  the  blood  of  Abel  unto  the  blood  of 
Zacharias,  fon  of  Barachias,  whom  tliey  flew  between  the  tempi* 
and  the  altar." 

The  Chriftian  fyftem  being  thus  oppofcd  to  all  the  hypocrify 
and  intrigue  of  defigning  men,  to  a  phalanx  of  church  andjlate,  tp 
■all  thofe  who  found  it  their  intereft  to  deceive  the  multitude,  (to 
whom  our  Saviour  preached)  can  wc  wonder  that  they  combined 
in  z.  federal  ajociatiori  to  dcftroy  the  efficacy  of  his  doftrihcs,  depre- 
ciate his  reputation,  and  reprefenthim  and  his  followers  as  "  turn- 
ing the  world  upfide  down"  ?  Can  we  fuppofe  that  any  cordiality 
could  ever  exiti  between  Him,  who  told  the  people  (whom  they 
liad  before  held  in  fubjedHon  and  dread)  that  they  Were  deceivers 
and  apollates  ?  No  ;  "  for  it  came  to  pafs  immediately  after  lie  had 
finilhed  all  thefe  fayin^s,  that  die  ch'uf  pr'ufls  and f cubes  alfernbUd  ia 
the  palace  of  the  high  pritjl,  and  confulted  how  they  might  take 
him  by  fubtldy,  and  kill  him  ;  they  faid,  not  on  the  feaft-day,  left 
tliere  be  an  uproar  among  The  People.^'  In  all  this  divine  ftory, 
there  feems  to  be  two  parties  ;  the  per^ple  in  favour,  and  the  chi*f 
pr'ttjls,  Sec.  in  oppofition.  Till,  at  length,  by  tlie  hafeft  pra(Jtices 
of  bribery  and  perfecution,  (as  in  the  initatice  of  thrufting  out  the 
man  cured  of  his  blindneis)  they  excited  the  fears  of  tl;e  populace, 
by  crying  out  that  religion  was  in  danger  ;  that  his  followers  were 
not  C,rfar\  friends  ;  and  that  he  was  a  "  peililcnt  fellow.'*  By  fucfa 
inflanjimatorv  declarations,  they  fo  far  perfi::i  l-d  :ho  pcM^le  W) 
K  k 


'i66  The  World  hrmd  Upside  donon.  No.  LXV.- 

tonfent  to  his  crucifixion,  as  even  to  (ieniand  the  releafe  of  Barab^ 
bap,  rather  than  our  Saviour.  Tlie  "  retgn  of  terror,"  at  that 
time,  muft  have  been  of  the  moft  vindi(5i;ive  nature  ;  for  thofc  -who 
had  experienced  the  efficacy  of  his  mhacles,  were  in  general  afraid 
to-  fiieak  in  his  vindication.  Nicodemiis  (though  a  ruler)  dare  not 
make  his  vifits  but  in  the  moft  fecret  hours  of  die  night. .  Jofeph 
Was  cautious  how  far  he  ackrtowiedged  Him  openly  ;  and  not 
till  after  the  higheil:  manifeilations  of  his  divinity,  did  he  dare  to 
beg  the  body,  to  be  placed  m  his  fepulchre. 

Under  this  prefFure  of  clerical  and  civil  intereft,  we  cannot  be 
furprifed  that  the  multitude  at  length  became  the  revilers  of  Him 
and  his  apoftles.  I'he  clergy  of  that  day,- no  doubt,  preached  fer- 
mons  to  kifluence  the  public  mind.  The  muFitude  were  told,  that 
he  meant  to  fubvert  all  religion  ;  that  lie  was  a  defpifer  of  ordi- 
-riances  ;  that  he  abufed  the  •whole  body  of  the  clergy  ;  and  that  all 
property,  all  the  churches,  and  every  veilige  of  piety  and  morality 
would  be  annihilated.  On  all  public  occafions,  it  is  probable,  thi 
**  laAvyer  \thc»  tempted  him"  would  be  declaiming  that  the  courts 
of  juftice  would  be  abolillied,  and  that  he  had  denounced  the 
whole  fanhedrin  of  judges  as  liypocrites  and  devourers  of  widows' 
-houfesi  When  He,  and  his  apoftles,  preached  up  peace  on  earth 
and  good  wt-11  towards  men,  the  fycophants  of  the  clerical  party 
confounded  every  appeal  to  common  fenfe,  by  crying  out,  "  Great 
is  Diana  of  the  Ephefiam."  Such  was  their  mflu'eitce  in  exciting 
ihe  public  odium,  that  even  Paul  and  Silas  were  mobbed  in  Thef- 
falonica,  as  men  "  turning  the  nvxtrld  upfide  downJ'  The  enemies  of 
the  apoftles  had  fo  far  bewildered  the  people,  that  the  charge  of 
overturning  religion  was  blended  witli  the  political  herefy,  that 
they  did  "  contrary  to  the  decrees  of  Cafar."  All  the  beneficent  ac- 
-tions  of  the  apoftles  were  ftyled  "  turning  the  world  upfide 
down"  ;  all  their  exhortations  were  "  modem  pliilofophy,"  or,  in 
other  words,  deftroying  thofe  "  fteady  habits"  long  imbibed  under 
'  tlie  difcipline  of  pretended  orthodoxyy  or  "  blue  latv"  eftablifli- 
■ments.  To  raife  an  oppofition  to  men  thus  circumftanced,  was  not 
ia  difficult  bufmefs  to  be  accompliftied,  by  their  adverfaries  ;  a 
combination  of  fuch  characfters,  all  poffeffing  an  extenfive  perfonal 
'influence,  affifted  with  the  eleftrical  watch-word  that  the  church 
tvas  in  danger^  was  an  onfet  too  powerflil  to  be  withftood  by  fuch 
u-eak  **  mtfionaries"  (without  purfe  or  fcrip)  as  Paul  and  Silas- 
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The  foregoing  oblervations  are  drawn  from  tai^s  in  the  bible, 
wliich  cannot  be  controverted  ;  they  are  mentioned  to  Ihew  tho 
eft'ccts  of  a  combination  of  men,  when  united  in  oppofition  to  any, 
meafures,  however  bcnctichd  to  the  general  intercll  of  mankind  }, 
efpecially  if  tbty  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  their  influence,  coun-r. 
terad  their  defigns,  or  Icflen  their  pecuniary  emoluments.  By  ctcsp- 
ating  a  conflant  ii  ritiuion  in  the  public  mind,  tliey  will  prejudice 
the  well-dilpofed,  and,  oftentimes,  the  well-informed  citizens, 
againft  their  beil  friends.  They  will  perfuade  many,  that  thof« 
who  are  attempting  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  mankind,  are  "  turn- 
tng  the  'world  npftde  dvivn''  ;  Ofj  iu  other  words,  that  keeping  the 
people  uprighty  in  defence  of  tlieir  national  rights,  is  .overturning 
them.  They  will,  by  a  continual  clamour,  excite  fufpicions  againft 
men  whofe  moral  charaders  can  in  no  inllance  be  impeached,  and 
whofe  political  fentiments  are  in  unifon  with  tlie  fundamental  pria- 
tipies  of  the  Conllitution. 

If  thefe  events  took  place  under  the  mild  rainiftration  of  die 
chriftian  fyftem  ;  if  it  was  poffible  to  roufe  the  vengeance  of  the 
people  againft:  the  dodrines  which  inculcated  peace  on  earth  and 
good  will  towards  men  ;  can  we  be  furprifed,  under  a  fimilar  com- 
bination, they  fljould  now  be  under  a  temporary  delufion,  to  miC- 
take  their  political,  as  they  then  did  their  religious,  bleillngs  ?  If 
it  was  then  in  the  power  of  a  junto  of  interefted  men  to  perfuade 
the  people  that  to  do  juftice,  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with 
God,  were  tenets  deftruftlve  of  the  harmony  of  fociet)',  and  that 
the  preachers  of  fuoh  rational  maxims  were  "  turning  the  world 
upfide  down"  ;  we  can  eafily  perceive  that  the  fame  praftices  oa 
their  credulity  might  perfuade  them,  that  leflening  the  public  tax- 
es, repealing  a  ftamp-ad,  removing  ufelefs  offices,  abridging  a  fu- 
peinumerary  body  of  judges,  and  difcharging  the  public  debt, 
were  equally  as  deftrudive  to  the  happinefs  of  the  community  ; 
and  that  the  men  who  attempted  to  do  thefe  tilings  were  alfo,  like 
Paul  and  Silas,  "  turning  the  world  upfide  down."  A  judge 
Ba/fett,  like  Demetrius  of  old,  might,  witli  equal  fucccfs,  cry  out, 
*'  the  CRAFT  is  in  danger  J" 

I  would  here  obferve,  that  fo  far  from  wifhing  to  depreciate 
the  charaftcr  of  the  clergy,  as  a  body,  by  the  foregoing  obfervations, 
they  are  meant  to  place  them  in  that  refpeftable  fituation  to  which 
their  profeflion  entitles  them.     The  hiftory  of  the  Cliriftiau  rclig- 


268  The  World  turned  VpAde  dovm.  No.  LXV. 

ion  juftly  appreciates  xhtjlncere  preachers  of  the  gofpel.  The  apof- 
tles,  and  all  true  believers,  were  ever  eftimated  as  the  "  fait  of  the 
earth."  But  our  Saviour's  denunciations  were  folely  confined  to 
certain  men,  who  ftyled  themfelves  "  c^lef  prlejls^*  ;  who  aflumed 
a  control  over  church  and  ftate  ;  who  were  "  bufy-bodies"  ;  who 
were  blending  the  politics  of  Casfar  with  the  prophefies  of  Ifaiah, 
Jeremiah,  &c.  ;  men  who  claimed  precedence  in  all  proceffions, 
and  who  minded  earthly,  more  than  fpiritual,  things.  The  cler- 
gy are  a  valuable  body  in  fociety,  and  no  man,  who  regards  the 
welfere  of  his  country  would  wifh  to  fee  the  mone  grade  below  their 
juft  eftimation.  But  thofe,  who  aim  at  the  rank  of  chief  prlejis,  and 
who  calumniate  (in  fermons,  orations,  &c.)  men  much  better  than 
Aemfelves,  muft,  at  this  enlightened  age,  expedl  to  fall  into  difre- 
pute,  unlefs  they  take  more  heed  to  their  ways  and  become  more 
circujnfped  in  their  manners. 

Neither  is  there  any  intention  to  reflect  on  the  laivyerst  as  n 
body,  by  mentioning  one  of  the  order  as  a  tempter  ;  for  if  the  Jew- 
ish fanhedrin  could  get  but  one,  (and  no  doubt  he  was  well  fee'd,) 
it  is  rather  a  compliment  on  the  profeflion  :  And  we  cagdidly 
hope,  they  could  not  procure  more  than  one  at  the  prefent  day.  The 
inotun  piety  of  the  "  order,"  in  thefe  days,  would  fecure  them  from 
having  this  charge  brought  againft  thsra. 
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THE    TOWN-CLERK    OF    EPHESU3  ! 


Text — "  And  <ivhen  the  Town-Clerk  had  appeaftd  the  people.,  he  fmdt 
ye  men  of  Ephefus^  what  man  is  there  that  Inoweth  not  hew  that 
the  city  of  the  Ephefans  is  a  tuorjhipper  of  the  great  goddefs  Diana, 
and  of  the  image  v.' Inch  fell  doivn  from  Ju  fixer  ?  Seeing  then  that 
ihefe  things  cannot  he  fpoken  againft,  ye  ought  to  be  quiet  and  do , nothing 
rafloly.  For  ye  have  brought  hither  thcfe  men,  ivho  are  neither  robbers 
of  churches,  nor  yet  blafphemers  of  your  gcddefs.  Wherefore,  if  Dem- 
etrius, and  the  craftfmen  which  are  tvith  him,  have  a  matter  again^  any 
man,  the  law  is  open  and  there  are  deputies  ;  let  them  implead  one 
another." 

JL  HE  fcriptures  were  written  for  edification,  and  if  we  praflife 
the  doctrines  they  inculcate,  we  are  promifcd  not  only  the  blefilngs 
of  this  life,  but  that  which  is  to  come.  If  any  book  inculcates 
republicanifm,  and  reprobates  an  ariflocracy,  either  cvoil  pr  eccltfiojlical, 
it  is  tlic  Bible.  The  whole  tenor  of  tljie  facred  waitings  runs  in 
wnifon  with  the  rights  of  "  the  people,"  in  oppofition  to  a  certain 
"  felf-created"  body,  who  aflume  the  power  to  di<Jlate  and  control 
public  opinion.  The  "  multitude,"  and  "  the  people,"  are  the  on- 
ly  objeds  contemplated  in  all  the  addrcfles  made  by  our  Saviour 
and  his  apoftles.  If  they  now  were  on  earth  their  language  would 
be  ftigmatized  as  jacoblnifm  and  illuminati — if  we  heard  them  de- 
nouncing one  monarchical  magiftrate  as  a  "  w^hited  fcpulchre" — 
if  we  faw  them  whipping  out  the  money-changers — if  we  found 
them  aflembling  the  multitude,  fpeaking  to  the  people,  and  in  eve- 
ry inftance  reprobating  the  chief  priclls  as  hypocrites  and  deceivers, 
our  junto  gentry  would  be  clamorous  in  vociferating  "  away  with 
them,  away  vjith  them" — "  crucify  him,  crucify  him." 

The  ftory  of  Paul's  entering  Ephcfus  is  a  true  repref«ntation  of 
church  infatuation,  when  fet  in  motion  by  a  few  interefted  individ- 
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uals.  On  his  arrival,  and  in  order  to  countera<3:  Paul's  miaiftra^ 
tion,  the  feven  fons  of  one  Sceva,  *'  chief  of  the  priefls"  attempted 
to  exercife  the  miraculous  power  of  cafting  out  evil  fpirits  ;  but 
though  this  fame  Sceva  could  deceive  the  people,  yet  he  could  not 
deceive  the  devil,  for  the  man  in  whom  die  evil  fpirit  was,  "  leaped 
on  them  and  prevailed  againft  tb^sm,  and  Sceya's  feven  fons  fled 
out  of  the  houfe  naked  and  wounded."  In  this  inftance,  Satan 
himfelf  feemed  to  ad  with  fome  generofity,  for  the  evil  fpirits  re- 
torted on  thefe  deceivei^s  witli  a  degree  of  feverity— r-"  jefus  we 
know,  and  Paul  we  know,  hut  rjuho  are  ye  ?"  It  is  piobable  tliis 
Sceva  was  an  artful  prieil;,  who  had  made  himfelf  very  bvify  in  ex- 
citing alarms  among  the  people  ;  had  told  them  that  there  was 
an  organized  body  of  illuminati,  who  were  going  to  overturn  all  re- 
ligion ;  had  propagated  ftories  about  maflacres,  and  that  the  world 
was  going  to  be  "  turned  upiide  down."  Sceva,  therefore,  thought 
he  was  competent  to  fet  up  in  oppofition  to  Paul,  and,  by  a  little 
ftratagem,  could  make  his  exorcifm  appear  the  genuine  difplay  of 
evangelical  influence.  In  ccnfequence  of  thefe  artful  proceedings, 
he  and  his  {tw&w  fons  had  gained  to  themfelves  a  high  reputation 
at  Ephefus  ;  and  the  people,  ading  under  their  infatuation,  were 
led  to  lay  violent  hands  on  the  apoftles.  The  firft  attack  on  Paul, 
however,  did  not  fucceed  ;  Sceva  was  proved  an  impoftor,  and 
his  fons  were  obliged  to.  flee  out  of  the  houfe  naked  and  wounded. 

At  length  a  more  powerful  antagonift  appeared  ;  one  Demet- 
rius, a  fiher-fmith,  who  made  flirines  for  Diana,  aflembled  his  fel- 
low-craftfmen,  and  began  a  mofl  violent  onfet,  by  crying  out, . 
"  the  craft  is  in  datigir  !  great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephefians  !"  He 
further  declared,  if  thefe  men  were  fufFered  to  proceed,  the  profits 
of  his  buiinefs  would  ceafe  ;  and  emphatically  concluded,  "  7'e 
know,  th«t  by  this  crfft  tve  get  our  tuealth."  This  hue  and  cry- 
put  the  whole  city  in  cenfufion  ;  fome  cried  one  thing  and  fome 
another,  and  for  two  hours  was  heard  the  incefTant  clamour  of 
"  great  is  Diana  of  Ephefus  1"  Who  could  have  thought  zjilver- 
fmithy  in  the  city  of  Ephefus,  could  have  raifed  fuch  a  formidable 
party  ? 

In  this  flate  of  things,  what  nuift  have  been  the  fituation  of 
Paul  and  his  companions  !  Sceva,  and  his  feven  fons,  wounded 
and  naked  ;  Demetrius,  with  his  whole  body  of  fdver-god  mak- 
ftrs,  roufing  the  people  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  refentment  j  the 
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'Rrhole  city  in  uproar,  againft  two  or  three  unarmed  men  ;  and  it 
is  to  be  feared,  if  the  Toavn-Chrk  had  not  came  forward  at  this 
critical  moment,  to  appeafe  tlie  people,  they  would  have  been 
ftoned,  or  put  to  death,  by  Demetrius  and  his  afTociates. 

In  this  part  of  my  cbfervations,  the  refledtions,  which  naturally 
occur,  are  : — that  when  any  dodtrine  is  inculcated,  or  any  mcafure 
purfued,  which  interferes  with  the  intcrcft  of  men  who  pradife  on 
the  religious  prejudices  of  the  people,  it  is  their  Cuftom  to  alarm 
them,  that  all  their  religious  ceremonies  are  to  be  aboliflied  ;  and 
10  excite  a  jealoufy  and  enthufiafm  againft  the  mcvi  who  are  en- 
deavouring to  relieve  them  from  their  impofitions.  This  uproar 
was  occaficncd  by  Demetrius,  not  that  he  cared  for  the  temple, 
ctherwife  than  by  making  Ihrines,  by  which  he  and  his  fellow- 
craftfmen  had  enriched  thcmfelves  at  the  expenfe  of  the  ignorant 
Ephefians.  If  the  apoftles  had  propofed  a  number  of  golden  or 
filver  crucifixes,  or  had  ordered  a  large  paraphernalia  of  plated 
decorations  for  the  altar,  or  copper-bottomed  all  the  men-of-war  at 
Ephefus,  and  had  employed  Demetrius  to  do  the  bufinefs,  it  is 
probable  he  would  have  been  among  the  foremoft.  to  efcort  Paul 
into  Ephefus.  No  doubt  there  would  have  been  a  high  cavalcade, 
confifting  of  Demetrius'  workmen,  piieils  of  the  temple,  and  all 
the  expedants,  "  more  or  lefs,"  of  the  apoftle's  patronage.  Songs 
w^ould  have  been  fung  in  praife  of  Paul,  and  his  religious  fyftem  ; 
addreffes  would  have  been  prefented,  from  all  the  vailous  orders 
of  Church  and  State  ;  Sceva  and  his  retinue  would  have  been 
clothed  in  fa.cerdotals,  and  probably  would  have  delivered  an  ora- 
tion in  favour  of  this  modern  philofophy.  A  public  dinner  would 
have  been  provided  ;  a  poet-laureat  chofen,  and  poffibly  all  tlie 
young  men  been  called  on  to  celebrate  tlie  diifolution  of  tlie  re- 
ligion of  Diana,  and  the  city  would  have  been  in  uproar  with 
«  Great  is  Paul  of  Macedon  /"  inftead  of  "  Great  is  Diana  of  the 
Ephefians." 

But  it  was  not  fo — the  Chrifttan  fyftem  offered  no  fuch  excite- 
ments. Without  purfe,  without  fcrip,  the  apoftles  had  to  travel 
from  city  to  city  ;  they  were  at  war  with  all  money-getting  relig- 
ion ;  they  were  not  helping  the  magiflrate  to  impofe  on  the  peo- 
ple, or  the  prieft  to  attach  the  civil  code  to  the  horns  of  the  altar  ; 
even  the  religion  itfelf  was  offered  "  without  money  and  without 
price."     No  *  Peter's  pence'   was  counseled  with  Paul's  embalTy ; 
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tphat  he  got  by  the  fale  of  his  tents,  was  the  principal  part  of  his^ 
fupport.  Who  then  can  be  furprifed,  that  an  uproar  Ihonld  be 
raifed  at  Ephefus,  where  the  rcHgion  of  Paul  ftruck  all  the  filver 
gods  out  of  exiftence.  If  Paul's  religion  had  fucce^ded,  how  many 
temple-workmen  would  have  been  out  of  employ — Poor  Deme- 
trius would  have  been  obliged  to  feek  another  mod-e  of  religion. 
Even  though  this  filver-fmith  might  have  been  employed  in  cop- 
per, or  yet  might  have  turned  his  attention  to  the  iron  foundery, 
ftill  the  little  Jiiver  gods  were  a  fure  and  lafting  line  of  bufinefs, 
and  he  did  not  know  how  long  the  other  might  continue.  If  thd 
goddefs  was  deftroyed,  all  his  other  employment  was  uncertain  ; 
he  might  have  been  permitted  to  fulfil  fome  previous  contrafl,  but 
the  temple  !  the  temple  !  being  annihilated,  all  tlie  reft  was  as  the 
"  bafclefs  fabric  of  a  vifion." 

But  the  principal  charafter  in  this  ftory  is  the  Town-Clerk- 
What  an  excellent  thing  it  is  to  have  a  good  Town-Clcrk. 
Whether  they  chofe  this  officer  annually,  or  whether  he  was  turn- 
ed out  the  next  election  for  the  part  he  took  againft  the  prieft 
Sceva,  and  Demetrius  the  filver-fmith,  we  are  not  told  ;  but  that 
he  acled  like  an  honeft  man,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  cannot  be 
controverted.  Amid  the  general  convulfion  of  the  citizens,  and 
in  oppofition  to  the  prevailing  party,  he  had  the  refolntion  to  fpeak 
to  the  people,  and  caution  them  againft  proceeding  too  rafnly  with 
the  apoftlcs. 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  concerned  himfclf  about  the  wound- 
ed fons  of  Scev.-T,  or  addreiTed  himfelf  to  Demetrius,  but  he  made 
immediate  application  to  "  the  people."  He  began  his  fpeech 
with  "  ye  men  of  Ephefus,"  and  in  order  to  give  the  true  meaning 
of  what  I  propofe  in  this  Number,  I  will  attempt  to  modernize  his 
language,  and  apply  my  difcourfe  tlirough  the  medium  of  the 
Town-Clerk. 

"  Ye  men  of  Ephefus,"  why  is  all  this  uproar  in  die  dty  ?  the 
men  whom  you  charge  with  deftroying  religion,  and  robbing  the 
churches,  have  in  no  inftance  done  as  you  have  been  inftrucled. 
The  churches  remain  in  the  fame  ftate  of  quietude  as  before,  and 
the  funding  fyftem  (the  modem  temple  of  Diana)  and  all  the 
other  pecuniary  eftabllfhments,  are  more  permanent  than  under 
your  former  eftablilhment.  If  Demetrius  cannot  get  fo  much 
profit  by  his  craft,  yet  you  get  more  for  your  fix  per  cents,  your 
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bank  flocks,  and  all  other  matters  connected  with  your  fifcal  ar- 
tangements.  If  you  are  relieved  from  your  ftamp-duties,  land- 
tax,  loans  at  an  ex'tra  intercft,  yet  if  Demetrius,  by  tbefe  mcafures, 
finds  a  drawback  in  his  income,  fo  much  money  is  favcd  in  your 
own  pockets.  Why  then  are  you  difturbed  ?  What  profit  is  it  to 
you,  to  feed  men  who  live  by  your  earnings,  and  when  every  {bil- 
ling they  gain  is  a  difcount  from  your  living  ?  If  the  government 
IS  thus  adminiftered  for  your  benefit,  why  fliould  you  make  a  riot 
becaufe  a  number  of  hangers-on  are  Jhaken  off.,  as  incumbrances  ? 
Do  the  wheels  of  government  need  a  clog  ?  If  five  thoufand  meii 
can  be  fet  at  work  to  earn  a  living,  without  being  burthenfome  to 
the  community  (as  excife-ofiicers,  ftamp-officers,  &c.)  is  it  any 
difadvantage  to  thofe  who  had  to  pay  them  ?  If  the  Prefident 
tells  you,  he  can  afifwer  all  publid  Exigencies  without  thefe  taxes, 
why  are  you  clamorous  to  burden  yourfelves,  when  h?  fays  he  does 
not  require  it  ?  We  have  a  great  number  of  Demetriufes  who 
live  by  the  craft  of  deception,  and  when  they  are  thrown  Out 
of  bufmefs  .they  will  make  a  great  noife  and  diilurb  the  city  ;  but 
what  is  Demetrius  to  you  ?  By  feeding  him,  you  ftarve  your- 
felves. While  he  is  furnifliing  filver  gods  at  your  expenfe,  to 
burnifti  up  the  temple  of  Diana,  you  arc  growing  poor,  and  de- 
priving your  wives  and  children  of  the  means  of  fufienunce.  Of 
what  fervice  was  a  ftamp-avJl  ?  Did  it  make  your  property  more 
fecure  ?  But  if  it  is  equally  as  fecure  without  it,  why  do  yoa 
clamour  at  its  lepeal  ?  Of  what  fervice  was  a  ftanding-army  ? 
While  they  were  in  exiflence,  were  your  eftates  or  your  lives  in  lefs 
jeopardy  ?  If  they  are  now  fecure,  why  do  you  need  tliem  \  Of 
what  fervice  was  an  eight  per  cent,  loan  ?  Did  gratifying  a 
few  ufurers,  enrich  you  ?  Of  what  fervice  was  a  land-tax  ?  It 
ferved  to  create  a  hoft  of  officers,  but  tlie  advantage  was  very 
fmall  to  thofe  who  paid  it.  -  If  you  can  now  1  iJe  in  a  chaife,  with- 
out a  tax,  is  it  not  better  to  apply  this  money  to  Ihoeing  your 
horfes,  and  mending  the  tackling,  than  fupporting  coUeAors  ? 

Why  then,  "  ye  men  of  Ephefus,"  are  you  thus  uneafy  ?  WTiy 
all  this  uproar  ?  Let  Demetrius  do  as  all  honert  citizen?  ou'^lit;  to 
do,  cam  his  living  by  induftry,  and  not  by  impofition.  Support 
the  men  who  are  willing  to  relieve  you  from  taxes  ;  and  never  let 
the  great  city  of  Ephefus  be  again  dillurbcd  by  a  fet  of  noify,  lazy 
L  1 
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fycopliants,  Avho  only  pay  court  to  thofe  who  feed  tliem  from  hon- 
ell  men's  pockets.  Befides,  why  do  you  clamour  in  this  incohe- 
lent  manner  ?  Bellowing  "  Adams  and  Liberty,"  "  Jacobin,"  &c. 
convinces  no  man.  If  you  have  any  charge  againft  your  raagif- 
tratcs,  is  not  the  law  open  ?  not  the  unwritten  judiciary,  not  the 
vague  common  law  of  England,  but  the  ivriiten  laws  of  the 
land.  Impeach  them  before  the  conftitutcd  authorities.  Ye  have 
deputies  and  lawyers  in  abundance  ;  one  half  of  the  money  you 
have  given  towards  paying  unneceiTary  officers,  would  be  a  hand- 
fome  fee  to  the  whole  body  of  attornies.  A<ft  like  men,  "  ye  citi- 
zens of  Ephefus,"  and  do  not  become  a  bye-word  and  derifion 
among  the  citizens  of  the  earth. 

And  when  the  Towm-Clerk  had  thus  fpoken,  each  man  went 
away  to  his  own  home,  and  the  city  was  quiet. 
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Text — "  The  loie  of  liberty  (fays  Samuei^  Adams^  is  interwoven 
in  the  foul  of  man  J'  "  So  it  is,  (fays  John  Adams^  according 
to  La  Fontaine,  in  that  of  a  wolf  :  and  I  doubt  ivhether  it  be 
much  CTorf  rational,  generous,  or  fecial,  in  one  than  in  the  other, 
until  in  man  /'/  is  enlightened  by  experience,  refleElion,  education,  and 
civil  and  political  inflitutions,  'which  are  firft  produced,  and  con- 
ftantly  fupported  and  improved  by  a  few — that  is,  by  the 
NOBILITr:' 


X  H  E  epiftolary  correfpondence  between  Mr.  John  Adams 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  is  important,  as  it  contains  political  prin- 
ciples which  are  highly  interefting  to  the  happinefs  and  profperity 
of  this  country.  The  Letters  are  written  with  that  cordiality,  as 
it  relates  to  the  opinion  which  tliey  entertain  of  each  other's  integ- 
rity, that  we  are  to  view  thcirj  as  tlie  eftabliflied  tenets  of  two  old 
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civilians,  who  have  made  up  their  judgment  from  experience  and 
refleftion. 

The  cxtra<9:s  which  I  have  taken,  appear  to  comprize  the  ef- 
fence  of  the  controverfy.  On  the  one  fide,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams 
fays,  "  the  love  of  liberty  is  interwoven  in  the  foul  of  man"  ;  Mr. 
John  Adams  anfweis,  "  fo  it  is,  according  to  La  Fontaine,  in  that 
of  a  wolf"  ;  and  further  declares,  that  "  he  doubts  whether  it  is 
much  more  rational,  5cc.  in  one  than  in  the  other,  until  in  man  it 
is  enlightened  by  experience,  education,  and  civil  and  political  itijli- 
tutions,  which  are  at  Jrrjl  produced,  and  conftantly  fupported  and 
improved  by  a  feat — that  is,  by  the  n  obi  lily." 

Here,  then,  thefc  two  gentlemen  are  at  iflue  ;  and  it  is  a  quef- 
tion  of  the  higheft  confideration  which  of  them  is  the  moft  accu- 
rate. If  the  love  of  liberty  is  not  more  rationally  interwoven  in 
the  human  foul  than  in  a  wolf,  and  if  it  wholly  depends  for  exift- 
£nce  on  being  cherifhed  by  a  body  of  men,  which  he  is  pleafed  to 
ftyle  a  "  nobility,"  dreadful  indeed  is  the  fituation  of  fociety.  Docs 
the  hiftory  of  mankind  exhibit  evidence,  that  a  particular  order  of 
men,  denominated  noblesy  feel  thofe  impreilions,  or  are  endowed 
with  that  benevolence,  as  to  produce,  cherifh,  and  conftantly  fup- 
port  the  liberties  of  the  people  ?  Are  the  people  as  favage  as 
wolves  ?  are  "they  as  ferocious  and  deftruftive,  in  their  habits  and 
manners,  as  this  voracious  animal  ?  or  are  they  *'  iheir  own  worjl 
enemies"  unlefs  the  benign  hand  of  a  noliUty  is  ftretched  out  for 
their  protection  ?  In  what  inftance  does  tliis  docftrine  apply  to  the 
citizens  of  America  ?  Were  the  firft  fettlers  of  this  country  thus 
defignated  ?  Were  our  venerable  forefathers  as  hoftilc  as  wolves 
to  each  other,  when  they  landed  on  tlie  American  fhores  ?  Was 
not  the  love  of  liberty  interwoven  in  their  fouls,  when  tliey  forfook 
the  luxurious  foil  of  Britain,  to  feck  an  afylum  in  this  defolate 
territory  ?  Did  they  fuppofc  it  neceffary  to  bring  a  body  of 
noblemen,  to  protect  them  from  devouring  each  other  ?  or  did  they 
contemplate  tlie  eftablifhment  of  political  inflitutions,  with  a 
branch  emphatically  denominated  a  nobility  ?  Did  this  ariflocrat- 
ical  part  of  the  Britifh  government  give  them  any  afllllance,  while 
they  were  contending  againft  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  England, 
before  their  embarkation  ?  or  did  Uiey  receive  confolation  from 
tlie  Houfe  of  Lords,  after  their  arrival  ?  No  ;  the  love  of  liberty 
was  interwoven  in  their  fouls,  and  they  formed  political  inftitutions 
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founded  on  principles  in  every  refpedt  conformable  to  fuch  feel- 
ings. Juft  emancipated  from  the  thraldom  of  a  Britifh  govern- 
ment, they  were  led  to  adopt  a  fyftem  of  political  regulation 
which  gaye  the  faculties  of  the  mind  thejr  utmoft  energies,  and 
never  degraded  themfelves  to  contemplate  their  little  fociety  as 
■wolves,  {landing  iji  need  of  a  fupericr  order  to  check  their  fove- 
reiguty. 

The  fentiraent  advanced  by  Mr.  John  Adams,  might  have  been 
expeded  from  a  crowned  head  in  Europe  ;  it  might  have  made  a 
fubiime  paragraph  in  the  writings  of  Burke  :  But  that  it  fhould 
arife  fjom  a  perfon  who  had  been  converfant  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
country,  and  h3.d  been  in  our  councils  during  the  American  revo- 
lution, is  rather  a  furprifing  and  alarming  confideration.  I  would 
afk  Mr.  John  Adams,  in  what  particular  are  the  citizen?  of  Amer- 
ica in  any  degree  analogous  to  wolves  ?  or  in  what  inflance  has  it 
been  necefTary  that  our  political  inftitutions  fhould  be  improved  and 
fupported  by  a  nobility  ?  Did  the  people  fhew  any  favage  difpofition 
in  tlicir  conteft  with  Britain  ?  Was  it  not  the  love  of  liberty,  inter- 
woven in  the  foul,  that  produced  our  oppofition  to  Britifh  tyranny  ? 
Our  "town-meetings"  were  the  pure  effufions  of  liberty  ;  our  "Col- 
lego"  (at  that  time)  breathed  the  fpirit  of  freedom  and  the  rights 
of  man.  The  youth  of  that  day,  on  commencement  anniverfaries, 
were  eager  to  difplay  the  manly  fentiments  of  freemen  ;  the  ora- 
tions and  exhibitions  all  tended  to  roufe  the  mind  to  contemplate 
political  fubjeds  on  the  broadeft  bafis  of  equal  rights.  Our  patriots 
had  the  fupport  of  the  people  ;  Faneuil-Hall  and  the  Old  South 
often  refounded  with  the  acclamations  of  citizens,colle(fled  to  fupport 
the  great  principles  of  their  free  conftitution.  The  toric's,  it  is  true, 
confidered  the  town  of  Bofton  as  a  den  of  wolves  ;  they  fuppofed 
it  necelfary  that  a  body  of  nobility  fhould  be  created  to  check  and 
control  them  ;  Hutchinfon  and  Oliver  even  wrote  to  the  miniftry 
for  this  purpofe,  and  when  their  letters  were  difcovered,  the  gen- 
eral difguft  of  the  people  convinced  them  in  what  abhorrence 
they  were  held. 

Did  not  Mr.  John  Adams  find  that  the  fpirit  of  liberty  was 
interwoven  in  the  foul  of  the  people,  when  he  was  in  Congrefs 
during  our  revolution  ?  It  was  this  fpirit  that  originated  that 
tody.  The  people  called  for  this  afTembly  of  the  States  ;  tlie 
cleftion  of  the  members  was  the  evidence  of  the  fpirit  of  liberty 
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exifling  witliin  tlicm.  The  people  had  no  idea  that  a  body  cf 
nobility  was  necefiUry  for  their  fecurity  ;  tlicy  chofe  honeft  meu 
frpm  among  them,  who  were  in  the  fame  grades  of  life  with  thcm- 
felves  ;  they  did  not  yote  for  my  Lord  Such-a-one.,  or  Duke  Such-a~ 
one  ;  the  candidates  in  general  were  fcarcely  complimented  with 
the  title  of  efqu'tre.  When  this  refpe(5table  body  affembled,  whom 
did  they  addrefs  ?  Were  not  all  their  applications  made  to  the 
people  ?  Who  formed  the  army  ?  Did  not  tradefme^  and  farm^ 
crs  compofe  the  American  phalanx  ?  Who  commanded  and 
manned  our  fiiips  of  war  and  privateers  ?  were  they  dukes,  earls, 
or  lords  ?  No  ;  the  people — the  people-— the  plain  American 
citizens,  whofe  fouls  were  invigorated  with  liberty,  unawed  by  a 
nobility,  and  who  difdained  to  confider  themfelvcs  under  their  im- 
mediate prote<5lion  ;  thefe  were  the  foldiers  who  fought  our  bat- 
tles ;  thefe  were  the  failors,  who,  even  at  that  period,  rendered  the 
flag  of  America  refpeftable  and  dreaded. 

I  cannot  but  wonder  how  a  fentiment  of  the  kind  could  be  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  John  Adams.  That  the  people  are  not  more  ra- 
tional in  fupport  of  tlieir  liberties  than  ivolvest  unlefs  fupported  by 
a  nobilityy—fist  of  all  declarations,  the  moft  extraordinary.  In  the 
days  of  adverfity,  Mr.  John  Adams  knew  the  obligation  he  was 
under  to  the  people,;  a  fentiment  of  this  kind,  qoming  from  a 
xncmber  of  our  firfl  Cqngrefs,  would  have  raifed  the  continent  to  a 
flame.  Suppofe  it  had  then  been  faid,  that  the  people  cannot  be 
trufted  ;  we  mud  have  a  nobility  to  govern  ;  we  muft  put  this  no- 
bility into  a  "  hole"  and  from  this  fubterraneous  cell  we  muft  rely 
for  all  our  fuccour.  The  Britifh  army  would  have  been  pleafed 
with  fuch  a  yifionary  oppofition  ;  Lord  Howe  would  rather  have 
heard  of  one  hundred  thoufand  noblemen  in  a  "  hole,"  than 
twenty  thoufand  Yankees  in  the  field.  Bunicr'H'tll  was  not  defen- 
ded by  men  thus  in  covert  ;  no,  the  citizens  did  not  lurk  in  hoUsy 
but  ftood  on  eminences.  Warren  fcorned  to  be  hid  in  a  cave,  but 
ftood  in  the  front  rank,  in  defence  of  tliat  liberty  which  was  inter- 
woven in  his  foul,  and  in  the  fouls  of  his  brave  companions.  The 
immortal  Wafliington  looked  to  his  comrades  of  citizen-foldiers  ; 
he  did  not  inquire  whether  there  was  a  body  of  nobility  to  fccure 
his  retreat.  He  did  not  view  his  chofen  band  as  wolves,  but  con- 
fidered  himfelf  at  the  head  of  meni  whofe  fouls  were  invigorated 
with  the  powerful  energies  of  liberty.  , 
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If  the  love  of  liberty  (as  is  declared  by  Mr.  Samuel  Adams) 
was  not  interwoven  in  the  foul  of  man,  it  would  have  been  impof- 
fible  to  have  eflFefted  the  Independence  of  America.  What  but 
this  fuftained  the  fpirits  of  an  army  conftantly  on  fatigue  ?  What 
but  this  cheered  the  war-worn  foldier,  when  deftitute  of  clothing 
and  the  common  neccflaries  of  life  ?  What  but  this  animated  the 
American  veterans  to  contend  againft  the  formidable  troops  of 
Britain,  with  fcarcely  a  cartridge  for  their  defence,  or  a  drop  of 
cheering  comfort  in  their  canteens  ?  What  fpirit  fhort  of  this, 
rallied  the  undifciplined  troops  of  Starks,  to  attack  and  capture  the 
beading  Burgoyne  ?  To  what  energy  of  the  human  mind  are  we 
indebted  for  the  furrender  of  Cornwallis  ?  Was  it  the  refined 
fpeculations  of  a  nobility  groping  in  a  hole,  or  was  it  the  irrefift- 
ible  impulfe  of  freemen,  embodied  to  exprefs  thofe  feelings  which 
were  interwoven  in  every  fibre  of  their  fouls  ? 

I  would  not  wifh  to  put  an  imcandid  conftru<ftion  on  the  par- 
agraph felefled  from  the  Letters,  but  if  there  is  any  precife  idea 
expreffed  by  Mr.  John  Adams,  it  appears  to  be  this — that  the 
people  are  as  voracious,  favage  and  irrational  as  wolves,  unlefs 
they  are  enlightened  by  political  inftitutions,  whi(ih  are  ^xjirjl  pro- 
duced, conjlantly  fupportedy  and  improved  by  a  nobility.  If  I  am  not 
correfl  in  my  conclufions,  I  ftiall  readily  acknowledge  my  error  ; 
but  the  Englifli  language  cannot  convey  a  ftronger  idea  to  my 
mind  of  the  real  political  principles  of  any  individual,  however  dif- 
agreeable  may  be  die  application. 

Admitting  my  premifes  to  be  fubftantiated,  how  far  docs  Mr. 
John  Adams's  declaration  conform  to  our  bill  of  rights,  which  em- 
phatically ftates,  "  that  government  is  inilituted  for  the  common 
good — that  the  people  atone  have  an  inconteftible,  unalienalle  and  in- 
defeafible  right  to  inftitute  government — that  the  idea  of  a  man 
born  a  magiflrate,  law-giver,  or  judge,  is  abfurd  and  unnatural." 
If  Mr.  John  Adams  is  right  the  conllitution  is  wrong  ;  for  if  the 
people  are  as  untraflable  as  wolves,  without  a  nobility,  is  it  not 
prepofterous  for  them  to  attempt  to  inflitute  a  form  of  govern- 
ment, which  in  no  inftance  recognizes  that  efTential  branch  which 
is  to  preferve  the  harmony  of  their  focial  compad  ? 

If  a  nobility  is  alone  to  preferve  us,  where  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon fenfc  are  we  to  find  our  faviours  :  Are  we  to  fearch  for  them 
among  the  Effex  junto,  or  are  we  to  look  ioi  them  among  thofe 
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who  confider  the  people  as  wolves  ?  Bora  in  a  land  fettled  by  a  fra- 
ternity of  perfecutcd  republicans';  living  under  a  conllitution  and 
laws  which  embrace  every  citizen  on  the  terms  of  equality,  in  what 
corner  or  hole  of  tliis  extenfive  territory  arc  the  people  to  look  for 
help  and  affiftancc  detached  from  themfelves  ?  After  experiencing 
the  bleffings  of  their  own  proteSion,  from  tlie  firft  fcttlement  of  the 
country  to  tlie  prefent  hour,  is  it  pofllble,  that  they  ftiould  now  dif- 
trufl:  their  own  competency,  irreverently  denounce  the  guardian- 
fliip  of  heaven,  and  throw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of  a  nobility  ? 
We  will  not  thus  affront  heaven — we  will  not  thus  difhonour  our 
forefathers — we  will  not  thus  entail  mifery  on  our  poflcrity. 
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THE     NOBILITY    IN    A    HOLE. 

Text — **  The  only  way^  God  knows,  is  f»  put  thefe  Families  Into  a' 
HOLE  by  themfelves  y  and  Jet  two  watches  upon  them:  a  Supe- 
rior to  them  ally  on  onejidcy  and  the  People  on  the  other." 

Mr.  John  Adams's  Letter  to  Mr.  Samuel  Adams. 


Wi 


HILE  we  read  the  political  fentiments  of  Mr.  John  Adams, 
it  is  natural  to  confider  them  as  tlie  deliberate  reflections  of  a 
civilian,  who  has  long  been  in  the  ftudy  of  government,  and  who 
has  formed  a  fyftem,  if  not  perfeft,  yet  confident  with  his  former 
avowed  principles  of  republic anifm.  But  it  is  difficult  to  bring 
all  HIS  dodtrines  to  tliat  point,  by  which  we  can  draw  a  rational 
conclufion. 

The  ftrengtli  of  his  government  confifts  in  politic;J  inftitutions, 
which  he  fays,  "  are  Jir/l  produced,  and  confianily  fupported  and  m- 
provedhy  a  nobility." — Thcfc  are  tliQ  men  to  whom  tlic  people 
are  to  look  for  proteflion  and  happinefs.  But  after  Mr.  Adams 
had  thus  created  his  grand  bulwark,  :uid  clotlied  his  pre-eminent 
charafters  with  the  raoft  extcofive  powers,  he  fecms  to  be  ajbamed 
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of  the  work  of  his  own  hands — for,  ftrange  to  relate,  this  confcr- 
rative  body  are  to  be  "  put  m  a  hole"  ;  nay,  he  expreffes  it  more 
fully,  by  calling  "  God"  to  witnefs,  that  the  "  only  way  is,  to  put 
them  into  a  hole  by  them/elves.'" 

Fellow-citizens,— Fancy  to  yourfelves  that  the  United  States 
fiiould  be  under  a  government  fimilar  to  what  is  recommended 
by  Mr.  John  Adams.  In  the  fir  ft  place,  you  muft  depreciate 
your  own  charafters,  by  admitting  yourfelves  as  incapable  of  gov- 
erning without  this  nobility,  as  "  wolves." — You  muft  view 
yourfelves  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  ferocious,  voracious  and  extermi- 
nating paflrons  of  this  favage  of  the  wildernefs  ;  you  muft  view 
each  other  as  a  band  of  robbers,  freebooters  and  ruffians  ;  you 
muft  totally  renounce  every  humane  faculty  of  the  foul  ;  your 
fingers  you  muft  confider  as  claws,  your  hands  as  fangs,  your 
teeth  as  daggers,  and  the  former  harmony  of  your  voice,  when 
affembled  to  deliberate,  as  the  terrific  yells  of  the  moft  fanguinary 
beafts  of  the  foreft.  After  you  have  thus  brought  yourfelves  to 
this  depth  of  degradation,  you  are  to  feek  among  a  particular  num- 
ber of  families,  a  body  of  men,  on  whofe  protedion  you  are  to  re- 
ly, and  who  are  to  take  you  under  their  "  holy  keeping."  But  tha 
farce  is  not  yet  complete — for  after  you  have  clothed  them  with 
this  extenfive  power,  and  arrayed  them  in  their  gorgeous  robes, 
you  are  to  depofit  thefe  highly  refpefted  dignitaries  in  a  "  hole," 
there  to  remain  hidden  from  th^  public  eye;  and  thus  m  fecrct 
to  work  out  the  falvation  of  the  people..  Surely  there  muft  be 
fome  magical  operation  to  communicate  thefe  blefiings,  otherwife 
thefe  fubterraneous  confewators  muft  bfc  pUZzled  to  diftribute  ihofe 
benefits,  as  they  mature  them  within  their  cells. 

I  am  not  difpofed  to  treat  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  J.  Adams 
with  an  indecent  feverity,  by  diftorting  his  propofitions  ;  but  I 
am  perfuaded,  if  fuch  a  plan  had  been  publiftied  in  a  newfpaper 
as  a  fcrious  fyftem  of  government,  and  the  name  of  the  author  was 
unknown,  it  would  have  excited  univerfal  derifion. — For  admitting 
Mr.  Adams's  premifes  to  be  right,  tliat  a  nobility  is  neceflary, 
and  that  they  are  to  "  produce,  fupport  and  improve  the  political 
mftitutious,"  for  the  good  of  the  people,  yet  nothing  can  be  more 
unfeemly  than  putting  fuch  a  refpeftable  body  in  a  "  hole.'*  If 
they  are  ferviceable,  why  fliould  they  be  hid  ?  Why  fliould  they 
not  be  in  a  co^RRianding  fituation  to  vi^w  Ui«  **  whole  grouad"  ? 


No.  tXVIlt.  The  NohiUiy  in  a  Hole.         ^  jgi 

Why  Ihould  they  be  withdrawn  from  the  view  and  infpcAion  of 
the  people,  while  they  were  fo  affiduous  to  promote  their  welfare  ? 

It  may  be  confidercd  a  puerile  play  on  words,  in  commenting 
fo  minutely  on  th?s  expreffion  j  but  to  «fe  Mr.  Adams's  own 
words,  "  God  knouts"  what  he  means  by  a  hole,  unlefs  it  is 
to  place  a  body  of  men  intirely  out  of  the  reach  and  fovereigntj 
of  the  people.  It  is  tiue,  he  is  for  placing  "  two  watches  upon 
ititm  ;  a  fuperior  to  them  all,  on  one  fide,  and  the  people  on  the 
other  ;"  but  here  the  fyftem  claflies,  for  if  the  people  are  as 
ungovernable  as  "  wolves,"  without  this  nobility,  there  appears 
an  abfurdity  that  they  fhould  have  any  voice  in  checking  them. 
If  this  nobility  are  fo  enlightened  as  to  ** produce,  fupport,  and 
impro'oe  our  political  inftitutions,"  and  the  people  are  fo  deftitute 
c^  felf-prefervation  as  to  be  incapable  of  governing  themfelvcs 
without  them,  it  muft  certainly  introduce  a  jargon  in  tlie  fyftem, 
if  they  fliould  ultimately  have  authority  to  counteraft  thofe  eftab- 
lifhments  which  this  virell-informed  body  had  fanftioned. 

The  premifes  laid  down  by  Mr.  John  Adams  deftroy  his  cori- 
clufions  ;  for  he  places  the  people  as  deftitute  of  natural  propen- 
Cties  to  eftabliih  political  inftitutions,  while  at  the  fame  time  he 
makes  them  (in  connexion  with  another  unnamed  power)  the 
final  compeers  in  the  bufinefs.  If  they  are  not  adequate  to  thefe 
purpofes  in  the  firft  inftance,  how  do  they  become  equal  to  the 
final  decifion  ?  They  remain  "  wohes"  through  the  whole 
procefs,  as  we  cannot  fuppofc  this  body,  depofited  in  a  kolf,  car* 
create  in  the  people  any  new  properties  which  they  did  not 
poffefs  in  their  primary  ftate.  This  "  modern  philofophy"  is  a 
compofition  of  ftrange,  incoherent  ingredients  ;  the  abfurdlty  is 
eviderit  when  we  analyze  it;  and  in  order  to  (htSlv  the  folly  of  fuch 
a  fyftem,  let  us  iee  how  for  the  doftrine  would  have  held  during 
our  oppofition  to  Britain. 

Suppofe  Hutch  infon  and  Oliver  had  etfcifted  their  puTpofe» 
when  they  applied  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  for  a  Cmilar  mode  of 
goveitiment  ?  The  nobility  of  that  day  were  the  families  of 
Hutchiiifon,  Oliver,  Vaftals,  &c.  This  nobility  were  to  be  placed 
In  a  fituation  fomewhat  fimilar  to  Mr.  Adams's  "  hole  ;"  that  is, 
in  a  place  where  the  people  could  not  cori-.e  at  them.  Tlicfa 
*  well-born'  individuals  were  to  *' produce, /uppvrt  aad  iwprcvt  ihe 
M  m 
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f  oMcal  hijitutions^'  oi  Amtr'ic^  The  "  fuperlor"  power,  at  that 
da)-,  would  have  been  the  king  of  England.  Under  tliis  organ- 
ized fyftem,  had  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  alTembled, 
and  difapproved  of  the  nieafures  of  this  king  and  nobility,  the 
queilion  is,  how  far  thcfe  two  branches  of  the  government  would 
have  *■'■  fupported  and  improved'"  the  meafures  of  John  Hancoclcy 
Samuel  Adamsy  George  Washington,  Thomas  Jefferson, 
John  Adams,  &c.  who  eonflituted  the  power  which  arofe  from 
the  people  ?  Rebels  !  Rebels  !  Wolves  !  Wolves  !  would  have 
been  echoed  and  re-echoed  through  the  continent,  and  probably 
John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams  wou;ld  have  been  profcribed 
as  the  moft  ferocious  animals  in  the  whole  pack.  Certainly  Mr. 
John  Adams  would  never  have  been  elevated  to  the  Chief  Exec- 
utive of  the  United  States  ;  he  might  have  remained  a  pleader  at 
the  bar,  but  it  is  highly  improbable  he  would  have  had  the  au- 
thority to  appoint  a  whole  bench  of  judges,  or  have  placed  himfelf 
in  a  fituation  to  propofe  a  form  of  government,  which  embraced 
the  leading  features  of  the  Britifh  conftitution.  The  king  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  nobility  in  the  hole,  would  have  controled  all  pro- 
ceedings which  led  to  our  revolution  ;  and  provided  Congrefs 
had  had  refolution  to  raife  an  army,  and  appoint  Wafhington  as 
commander,  even  the  Congrefs,  army,  and  Wafhington,  would 
have  been  configned,  not  merely  to  a  "  hole,"  but  to  the  bottomlefs 
pit.  Principles  mud  be  founded  on  fadls. — Speculative  whims  are 
not  required  in  this  country  ;  we  have  gone  through  a  contefl 
which  fully  explains  all  fuch  controverfial  points — we  know  what 
a  king  is,  we  know  what  a  nobility  is,  and  we  know  what  the 
peopk  are  ;  and  I  will  venture  to  fay,  tliat  nothing  ftiort  of  die 
immediate  interpofition  of  heaven  can  maintain  their  rights,  but 
them/elves,  and  the  man  is  lunatic  who  fays  they  arc  "  their  own 
worft  enemies."  The  enlightened  ftate  of  this  country  does  not 
require  men  in  a  hole  to  govern  them  ;  the  people  are  not  only 
fovereign  by  inheritance^  but  fovereign  from  information. 

Citizens  of  Maffachufetts  ! — Are  you  not  competent  to  your 
political  concerns  ?  When  ye  meet  as  a  leglflature,  do  you  require 
a  body  of  nobility  to  make  your  laws,  or  to  draft  your  refolves  ? 
Are  ye  Inadequate  to  vote  falaries  to  your  governour,  judges, 
and  others  ?  Do  ye  require  a  body  of  nobility,  with  the  extra 
compenfations  for  their  titles,  to  carr}'  on  the  meafures  of  the 
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Commonwealth  ?  Will  the  houf'e  of  rcprcfcntativcs  declare 
tlicmfelves  incapable  to  tranfafl  the  bufmefs  which  annually  comes 
before  them,  unlefs  they  have  a  body  of  nobility  to  produce  and 
improve  their  civil  inftitutions  ? 

Citizens  of  New-Hampfhire  ! — WJiat  fay  ye  ? — are  ye  willing 
to  furrender  your  rights,  and  fubmit  your  welfare  to  a  body  of 
men  thus  organized  and  authorized  ?  Will  ye  truft  the  falary  of 
your  governour,  &c.  to  men  in  a  hole  ? 

Citizens  of  Connccflicut  ! — What  fay  ye  ? — does  a  nobility 
accord  with  your  **  fteady  habits"  ?  Where  are  ye  to  feled  your 
dignified  order  ?  Who  among  you  have  fuperior  knowledge  to 
alter  and  improve  your  economical  fyftem  ?  In  what  hole  in 
your  State,  can  you  depolU  a  Connetfticut  nobility  ?  Are  Simfbury 
mines  the  place  of  refuge  ? 

Citizens  of  Rhode-Ifland  1 — Come  forward,  and  produce  your 
nohtl'tty  ; — where  are  the  highly  favoured  families,  who  have  a 
claim  on  your  gratitude,  fo  far,  as  to  furrender  your  privileges 
cxclufively  into  their  hands  ?  We  prefume  there  arc  none  ;  we 
truft  that  you  have  been,  now  are,  and  ever  will  be  competent  to 
regulate  yourfelves.  The  fteady  habits  of  New-England  rife 
indignant  at  fuch  new-fangled  dodlrines,  and  we  hope  the  enfuing 
eleftion  will  convince  the  advocates  for  a  nobility,  that  not  even  a 
defcftidant  from  them,  muft  ever  expecft  to  receive  the  fufTrages  of 
independent  eleftors  ?  Lot  us  convince  the  world,  that  Americans 
are  not  wolves,  by  fupporting  a  government  which  is  not  accurfed 
with  a  nobility. 

Citizens  of  the  Northsm  States ! — Let  me  afk  you,  how  far 
you  can  conneft  the  politics  of  Wafhington  with  thofe  of  Adams  ? 
The  former  never  degraded  the  people  with  the  appellation  given 
them  by  the  latter  ;  Waftiington  ever  revered  the  people,  and 
confidered  them  capable  of  protefting  themfelves  ;  he  never  advo- 
cated the  eftablifhment  of  a  nobility  to  fupport  their  rights  ;  how 
then  can  we  cry  "  Washington  and  Adams"  ?  Let  us  not  be 
deceived  by  names,  but  let  us  examine  principles,  and  when  we 
find  that  Mr.  John  Adams  is  derogating  from  the  fovercignty 
of  the  people,  and  is  for  placing  a  nobility  above  them,  we  cannot 
confiftently  attach  his  name  to  that  of  Waftungton,  who  in  every 
inftance  was  oppofed  to  fuch  pernicious  do(51rincs.  It  is  but  of 
very  little  confequence  whether  wc  formerly  had  a  nobility  palwcd 
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'vpcn  OS  bf  dse  i^txigiic  f£HatdiitiJbai,oritnovflMialdbcefeft- 
ed  by  dbe  phmfihiliity  of  Adams.  In  cilfaer  cafe^  oor  ntin  fsoold 
Be  inentable.  The  fiiS  is,  dbe  plan  pcopoled  fay  HntdoBfoo  s^ 
OuvcTy  to  tiic  SniiiB  nssiBrTf  irzs  ni  fwyfii  vitii  tss  "M^iyfi 
1^.  Joim  Adamu  a4*ocaiEs  in  his  Tifttcr  to  his  6iend.  He*  and 
be  alome,  vho  ts  in  txroar  c£  a.  oobifitj,  and  vho  wifbes  tp 
d^rads  the  people*  can  <bb£cribe  to  the  pofitical  tenets  of  Mr. 
Jdm  Adams.  Waflin^;taa  and  JdbxSa^  accnd  vidi  mosc  mel^ 
odf  in  the  ears  of  repnhBcanfc    Let  ok  dten  be  true  to  osr 
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i  RXSIDEKT  Waf^iialg^:^'s  ps-odamsuoc,  ca  tbc  principles  cf 
*  imfisrati  mimrnxj^  £gT«ablT  to  toe  "  «A£sr«  law  c*  nidoas,** 
vas  coad&dered  at  tlie  perkyd  of  its  prozu^gatioa  £0  ir.£ere:^iog  to 
the  conanerual  part  of  the  Uniti^  Stata,  thai  a  great  naj  oricj  of 
^ss  leaports  alfembfed  to  ffirofk  the  infirvmcst.  Thb  t<>VB,  in 
patimbr,  cxpic&d  dwar  iijMiawilt  OA  the  fabjcd.  TLe  word 
**  imfrnftia/"  wa&  obieaed  a»  by  fiaae,  bat  the  smjikmt  placed  k; 
the  deteranoatfioa  of  the  cxccctivs»  to  frj/fiw  t  ov  commczxe  of( 
the  brood  bafas  of  the  aei^^  law  of  aatwms  c?cs  qaalificd  thisci- 
ccpuonable  upieffion. 

I  woold  here  zaqmre,  whether  crery  nsaa  in  the  iuwnmigeui^ 
did  noc  confidcr  bis  property  then  at  iia,  and  a!l -he  iM»U  haa^ 
ter  lead,  as  conpletd^  gazmmcnd  upon  the  priaciples  of  the  pro- 
c^maszsa  \  Did  any  oerdtant,  at  dtat  time,  (after  the  moft  Ibl- 
enan  a§b:acx«s  of  die  I^efident)  capccrwe  that  bis  nnvi^iaiian  was 
Scating^  vpon  an  amurfmCf  wfaedkr  any  nxafares  wonid  be  adopt- 
ed, by  the  federal  goverameatttT'  psciient  dhe  ▼aolataosof  that  n^it- 
tnlity<|edaRdbyAceiecmive>  ]>idaBymaiaidn%«afB%kiDa, 
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that  the  Britiih  officers  woulfl  be  permitted  to  intercept  our  legal 
trade  with  the  powers  at  war,  while  our  cargoes  confided  of  fuch  ar» 
tides  as  were  cxprefsly  declared  in  the  "  moderu  law"  as  not  fubjcd 
CO  capture  ?  Or  coald  any  citizen  fuppofe,  that  our  governmem^ 
would  fubmit  tp  the  arrogance  of  Britiih  os.dsrs  (ifiued  immedi* 
ately  after  the  proclamation)  to  take  all  American  vcfTels  bound 
to  France,  "  iet  their  cargoes  be  nobat  they  may"  ? 

Impoiilble,  that  this  fhould  be  the  idea  of  anj  man  :  but  on  the 
contrary,  every  one  felt  a/ecuriiy  that  the  power,  which  had  pledg- 
ed itfelf  upon  the  **  modem  lew"  of  nations,  would  pofiefs  that  na- 
tional confiftency,  as  to  defend  the  citizens  againft  any  wanton 
breaches  of  its  fundamental  principles.  They  certainly  could  net 
eipeft,  that  the  authority  which  had  promulgated  the  do<Srinc 
would  ever  relinquifh  it. 

It  may  here  be  replied,  that  the  Prefident,  intended  t«  vindicate 
this  right,  but  the  Britijh  nation  not  having  confented  to  tj>e  modem 
law  we  wxrc  unavoidably  expofed  to  tlieir  depredations.  But,  if 
we  examine  the  proclamation,  we  flail  find,  that  tlie  Prefident 
pledged  our  commerce  even  agoing  the  Britif^  ;  for,  among  tho 
powers  enumerated,  "  Great-Britain"  is  exprefsly  mentioned. 
There  was  no  exception  to  any  of  the  belligerent  powers  ;  but  tho 
proclamation  was  a  decifive  manifcAo  to  them  a//,  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  was  guaranteed  by  the  executive  upon 
the  modern  law  of  nations.  If  Great-Britain  was  not  confidered  as 
being  bottnd  by  ity  the  wiidom  of  the  Prefident  would  naturally 
have  led  him  to  an  explanation  on  this  point  ;  and  unlefs  he  had 
intended  to  vindicate  his  proclamation  againft  the  depredations  of 
this  nation,  his  prudence  would  have  cautioned  him  not  to  excite  a 
falfe  hope  in  the  merchants  that  their  property  would  be  fecured 
againft  them.  The  Prefident  knew,  that  he  had  made  a  declara^. 
tion  of  his  determination  to  all  the  powers  at  war,  and,  as  {jlt  as  his 
proclamation  went,  he  had  taken  a  xcfponfible  part  in  the  Euro.* 
pean  controvcrfy.  It  was  aji  executive  passport,  to  all  on» 
merchants  and  feamen,  proclaiming  in  the  moft  explicit  terrn^ 
their  fecurity  under  it. 

The  proclamation  was  iilued  by  the  chief  magiftrate  of  an  in- 
dependent nation,  and  as  fuch,  was  a  public,  unequivcc;U  manifef- 
tation  of  his  difpofition.  It  was  taking  a  fide,  as  it  rcljic^'^ed  the 
particular  advantages  to  the  United  StateS|  arifiog  from  the  coi^-< 


«g6  On  President  Washington's  No.  LXIX. 

vulfed  ftate  of  other  nations.  It  was  commencing  a  commercial 
war,  in  jcafe  any  power  attempted  to  violate  it.  To  fay,  then,  that 
the  Britt/h  were  not  bound  by  it,  and  that  we  muft  fubmit  to 
them,  is  no  more  than  declaring,  that  the  Prefident  had  made  a 
proclamation  which  he  had  not  fully  confidered  ;  and  that  he  had 
pledged  himfelf  to  the  belligerent  powers  to  do  that,  which  he 
could  not  maintain.  In  either  cafe,  the  cenfure  is  too  pungent  on 
this  fuperior  charafter,  and  thofe  who  argue  thus,  refleft  too  fc- 
verely  on  his  wifdom,  prudence,  and  forefight. 

The  proclamation  (if  1  may  vSt  the  expreflion)  was  fomething 
or  nothing.  If  it  was  fomething,  the  fubftance  of  it  ought  to  be  re- 
tained :  If  it  was  nothing,  the  affembling  of  the  merchants,  to  ap' 
probate  the  meafure,  was  a  "  found,  and  nothing  elfe." 

As  an  individual,  I  expedled,  on  the  meeting  of  Congrefs,  that 
this  proclamation  would  have  been  the  ground-work  of  all  our  po- 
litical deciAons  ;  that  the  friends  to  the  Prcjident  would  have  nour- 
ifhed  the  principles  which  it  contained,  and  made  them  the  polar 
ftar  of  all  their  proceedings.  But  fo  far  from  this,  thefe  nominal 
friends  to  die  Prefident  confidered  it  of  little  moment,  and  their 
fpeeches,  inftead  of  advocating  this  official  inftrument,  rather  con- 
demned it  in  every  paragraph.  The  modern  la<w  of  nations  is 
fcarcely  mentioned  by  them  ;  but  attempts  to  palliate  the  Britifh 
fpoliations,  on  the  ancient  law,  fcemed  to  be  the  whole  tendency  of 
their  arguments. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  thofe  members  in  Congrefs,  who 
were  advocating  a  fyftem  to  give  efficacy  to  the  proclamation, 
were  immediately  denounced  in  certain  papers  as  enemies  to  the  Pref- 
ident ;  as  attempting  to  drive  this  country  into  a  war  ;  as  friends 
fo  anarchy,  and  enemies  to  the  federal  government  : — whereas, 
the  proclamation  naturally  led  thofe  perfons  into  the  meafures  they 
advocated,  as  being  the  only  remedy  they  could  adopt,  to  prevent 
the  violation  of  the  modern  law.  Mr.  Madifon  contemplated  the 
fubjeft  on  this  principle.  He  confidered  the  ftaple  refources  of 
this  country,  adequate  to  all  the  important  purpofes  of  the  procla- 
mation. If  the  ground  which  the  Prefident  had  taken  was  tenable^ 
he  was  affiduous,  as  a  member  of  the  Legiflature,  to  fubftantiate  it 
by  every  poflible  exertion,  and  national  effort.  The  more  effeiftur 
ally  to  do  this,  he  had  recourfe  to  that  impregnable  fortrefs,  the 
COMMERCE  of  the  United  States— a  fortrefs  which  has  ever  been 
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confidered  as  our  strong  hold,  by  all  the  writers  oh  the  Britlfh 
trade.  His  fcntiments  are  in  unifon  with  the  patriots  of  the  fev- 
eral  ftatc  conventions,  and  with  the  merchants  of  this  town  in 
1786,  as  the  fpeechcs  and  votes  will  fully  teftify.  The  fame  mea- 
fures  were  advocated  by  Vice-Prefident  Adams,  while  refiding  at 
the  Britifli  court.  This  gentleman  declared,  at  that  period,  that  a 
fyftematic  reftri^ion  on  the  Britifh  commerce  would  effed  the 
higheft  advantages  to  this  country.  Mr.  Dayton,  and  Mr.  Clark, 
alfo  enlifted  in  the  contioverfy,  and  commenced  champions  in  de- 
fending the  proclamation,  by  propormg  fuch  energetic  meafures 
as  would  place  America  in  that  forcible  fituation  as  to  command 
indemnification.  Thefe  gentlemen  knew  that  we  had  neither  an 
army,  nor  a  navy,  to  carry  into  operation  tlic  purpofes  of  the  execu- 
tive, but  that  the  "  ftrong  arm  of  the  Union"  confifted  principally 
in  commercial  exertions,  and  contending  with  Britain  on  tlie 
ground  of  mercantile  retaliation. 

By  this  reprefentation  of  the  buflnefs,  can  the  citizens  hefitate 
who  were  the  real  friends  to  the  Prefident  ?  Whether  the  men  who 
were  fupporting  the  meafures  of  the  Britifh  on  the  aticleni  la-zc-y  or 
thofe  who  were  condemning  them  on  the  modern  ?  Thofe  who 
were  palliating  the  hoftile  proceedings  of  the  Britifh,  while  acling 
in  dired  oppofition  to  the  Pr^fidcnt's  proclamation,  or  thofe  who 
were  attempting  to  counteradt  them  ?  Thofe  who  have  advocated 
a  treaty  which  has  deftroyed  every  principle  of  the  proclamation, 
by  annihilating  the  modem  law,' and  reviving  the  ancient  ;  which 
expofes  our  commerce  to  capture,  our  feamcn  to  impreflrnent,  and 
abandons  the  merchant  to  feek  indemnification,  at  kis  oivn  cq/f,  to 
the  Biitifli  courts  ;  or  thofe  who  have  uniformly  endeavoured  to 
vindicate  our  national  rights,  upon  the  moft  folemn  pledge  that 
could  be  given  by  the  Prefident  ?  On  thefe  queftions,  let  the  im- 
partial citizens  judge. 

The  concluuons  from  the  above  premifcs  are,  that  tlie  Prefi- 
dent, in  the  plenitude  of  his  patriotilm,  attempted  to  promote  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  modem  law  of  nations. 
His  nominal  friends,  by  their  meafures,  defeated  his  intentions,  by  ad- 
vocating the  ancient  la'w:  His  real  friends  endeavoured  to  fupport 
him,  by  having  recourfe  to  the  commorcial  refources  of  tlic 
country.  They  were  alfo  baffled  in  their  exertions.  The  princi- 
ples of  tlie  proclamatioa  are  totally  deftroyed  by  the  treaty,  and 
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the  merchants  are  now  obliged  to  look  foV  mdenrnificatron  to  th6 
Britifh  government,  inftead  of  holding  to  the  Pfefident's  procla- 
mation, on  tlie  Jlabiltty  of  which  they  drigifially  •^^entured  theit 
property. 


COMMERCIAL    COMPARISON    BETWEEN    FRANCE    AN0 
ENGLAND. 

IN  looking  o"^er  the  ftatement  of  Mr.  Tench  Coxe,  of  the 
ixporis  to  the  feveral  nations  of  Europe,  I  find  that  the  amount 
to  the  Britifhis  9,218,540  dollars  ;  and  to  the  French,  12,653,635 
dollars.  As  it  refpedts  the  amount  to  the  two  nations,  the  French 
hold  die  advantage  of  about  three  millions.  But  it  is  obferved 
on  this  ftatement  in  the  Centinel,  "  that  thefe  exports  is  a  powerful 
proof  of  the  bleffings  we  have  enjoyed  from  our  neutrality,  not- 
t«nthftanding  the  many  Ipoliations  on  our  commerce."  I  would 
afk,  how  this  is  evident,  as  it  relates  to  the  Bru'tfh  ?  We  have 
exported  upwards  of  nine  millions  to  Britain,  but  by  the  ftatementsf 
of  the  merchants,  in  their  late  reprelentation  to  Congrefs,  the 
Britifti  have  captured  upwards  of  five  millions.  How  then  do  the 
Heflings  appear  on  the  fide  of  Britain,  when  they  have  captured 
above  one  half  of  the  amoimt  of  our  exports  ?  The  principal 
controverfy  on  the  fubjcdl  of  our  commerce  is,  how  far  our  "  im- 
partial neutrality"  has  been  beneficial  from  the  amity  of  the  Brit- 
ifli  ?  Their  conduft  is  brought  to  a  decifive  point,  for  we  have 
the  ftatemenl  of  Mr.  Coxe,  as  to  the  exports^  and  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  merchants  as  to  the  captures.  The  blefiangs  are  there- 
fore knou'Ti  by  dedufling  the  lartter  from  the  former,  and  we  find 
that  the  balance  is  againft  us. 

Befides,  in  the  calculation  of  the  blefllngs,  we  are  to  confider 
^e  captures  made  fince  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  not  only  of 
our  property,  but  of  our  feamen.  In  this  eftimate,  therefore,  we 
may  fairly  allow  that  the  largeft  fuih  exported  to  this  aiffitably- 
difpofed  nation  has  been  captured. 
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To  calculate  the  real  bleffings,  we  mud  take  into  confideration 
our  imports.  Whether  the  imports  from  France  have  been  more 
beneficial  than  from  England,  let  us  confider  the  cargoes  from  the 
different  powers.  From  France,  we  have  received  the  principal 
part  of  our  hard  money.  The  banks  have  been  moftly  fupport- 
ed  by  the  depofits  from  French  voyages.  The  returns,  from  this 
quarter,  have  enriched  the  merchants  and  farmers.  But  I  will 
defy  any  man  to  fhow  the  advantages  from  the  Englifh  importa- 
tions ;  unlefs  a  cargo  of  their  manufadures,  confifting  of  every 
fpecies  of  luxury,  can  be  put  in  competition  with  solid  coim. 
The  balance  of  trade  with  England  is  greatly  againft  us.  Mil- 
lions of  dollars  are  exported,  by  Mr.  Jefferfon's  report  to  Congrefs, 
to  pay  our  arrearages,  while  our  trade  with  France  has  enriched 
the  country  with  an  immenfe  circulating  medium.  To  fet  this 
bufmefs  right,  and  that  the  people  Ihould  not  be  deceived  by  par- 
tial ftatements,  let  Mr.  Coxe  give  the  imports  from  the  feveral 
countries,  and  the  contents  of  the  cargoes^  and  we  Ihall  then  be  able 
to  judge  as  to  the  benefits  of  our  commerce. 

A  further  confideration  is,  that  notwithftanding  the  im- 
menfe advantages  to  the  Britifli  by  the  American  commerce  ; 
notwithftanding  our  declared  neutrality,  and  the  pains  taken  by 
our  government  to  prevent  every  impofition  being  praftlled  on  their 
trade,  yet  they  have  fteadlly  purfued  meafures  to  injure  us  in 
every  dirc(flion.  Since  the  treaty  was  figned  have  they  fhewed 
us  any  particular  favour  ?  Has  our  commerce  been  more  free 
from  embarraffrnents  ?  Have  they  fliowed  the  leaft  dlfpofition  to 
convince  the  Americans  of  tlieir  friendfhip  ? 

If  we  could  obferve  the  fmalleft  evidence  of  Britifti  amity,  we 
might  conclude,  that  our  condud  was  the  effect  of  political  policy. 
But  if  we  muftfulmit,  upon  the  principles  of  Mr.  Ames  and  Mr. 
Sedgwick,  becaufe  the  Indian  tomahawk  will  become  the  umpire 
of  decifion,  we  may  go  on,  till  every  trait  of  our  national  char- 
after  is  obliterated.  Let  us  at  leaft  take  fome  political  pofition, 
otlierways  the  Britifti  will  inevitably  reduce  this  country,  to  the 
humiliating  fituation  of  colonies.  The  fpeeches  of  the  fuiegolBg 
gentlemen,  lead  us  to  this  point,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  Britilh 
is  fncli,  as  will  pufti  them  to  the  accompliftiment  of  this  objed. 
Thefe  fpeeches  are  but  little  (hort  of  a  declaration  of  ths  furrender 
N  n 
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of  our  fovereignty  and  independence,  and  that  we  muft  hereafter 
depend  on  the  mercy  of  that  nation,  for  the  fupport  of  every 
bleffing  acquired  by  our  revolution. 


No.  LXX.* 

CLERICAL    ADDRESS    TO    PRESIDENT    ADAMS* 

To  Mr.  David  Ofgood,  Moderatory  and  Mr.  Jed'tdiah  Morfe,  Scribe, 
of  the  Convention  of  Min'ifters. 

"  XXS  MINISTERS  OF  THE  Prince  OF  pEACE,'*  the  addrefs  of 
the  Congregat'wnal  Clergy  to  Prefident  Adams  claims  the  particular 
attention  of  your  fellow-citizens. 

The  political  fituation  of  this  country  in  connexion  with  the 
republic  of  France,  calls  on  thofe  who  profefs  to  be  a(fluated  by  the 
benevolent  fpirit  of  religion,  to  exprefs  their  fentiments  with  that 
moderation,  as  will  convince  the  world  th.a.tf  arty  zeal  forms  no  part 
of  their  chriftian  charadler.  Candour  and  benevolence  are  traits 
more  congenial  with  the  religion  you  profefs,  than  invedlive  and 
indifcriminate  cenfure. 

"  As  minifters  of  peace,  affembled  in  annual  convention,"  (to 
adjuft  no  doubt  your  particular  profeflional  concerns)  what  could 
lead  you  to  pafs  your  anathemas  on  the  citizens  of  France,  as 
*'  atheiftical,  licentious,  and  diforganizing"  ?  As  having  **  pro- 
duced the  greateft  crimes  and  miferies,  in  their  own  country,  and 
diffufing  their  baneful  influence  even  to  diilant  nations"  ? 

Indifcriminate  charges  ill  become  men  of  your  flation  in  foci- 
ety.  I  would  requeft  you,  gentlemen,  to  refleft  on  the  ftate  of 
religion  in  France,  previous  to  the  revolution  :  and  then  you  will 
be  able  to  judge,  how  far  the  ftate  of  the  chriftian  fyftem  is  chan- 
ged from  tliat  purity  which  it  formed  under  the  monarchy.  It 
cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  you  will  pretend  to  advocate  the  princi- 
ples on  which  religion  was  then  founded  ;  when  the  mind  was  fet- 

*  This,  and  the  foregoing  Number^  vjere  not  «r\ginally  publijhtd  under 
the  ftgnature  of  Old-South, 
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tered  with  all  the  abominable  tenets  and  dogmas  of  the  popiih 
hierarchy  ;  when  the  deluded  citizens  were  bound  to  fubmit  to  the 
infallibUtty  of  prirjls  ;  and  when  thoufands  were  immured  in  con- 
vents, to  groan  under  the  tortures  and  impofitions  inflidcd  on 
them  by  a  herd  of  rapacious  monks,  and  voratious  friars.  Was 
the  ftatc  of  religion  in  France,  of  that  evangelical  nature^  and  fo 
conionaat  to  the  dilates  of  the  Chriftian  fyftem,  that  you  now  de- 
plore the  change  ?  Do  you  feel  aflliiled  tliat  the  Supreme  Being 
has  overthrown  an  ecciefiaftical  tyranny,  which  for  ages  has  been 
confidered  as  a  fcourge  to  the  church  of  Chrift  ?  whofe  maflacres 
and  crimes  have  rendered  the  page  of  hiftory  a  fcene  too  abhor- 
rent and  fanguinary  for  tlie  human  mind  to  contemplate  ?  Can  you 
arraign  the  wifdom  of  heaven  in  thus  deflroying  that  man  of  Jin, 
whom  God  himfclf  had  declared  Ihould  be  thrown  into  perdition  ? 
or  do  you  fympathize  with  his  holinefs,  that  the  predictions  of  the 
gofpel  have  been  verified  in  his  downfal  ?  Surely,  gentlemen,  if 
you  make  the  bible  your  ftudy,  or  if  you  believe  in  the  prophets, 
your  pious  reflcdjions  would  carry  you  to  adore  the  juftnefs  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  in  thefe  important  events,  rather  than  to  vent  your 
refentment  againft  thtfe  injlruments  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to 
employ. 

But,  gentlemen,  you  fay,  they  are  now  deijlical :  You  appear 
concerned  that  the  work  is  not  done  to  your  approbation.  In  this 
particular,  however,  you  have  aflumed  an  inquifitorial  authority, 
unbecoming  your  characters,  either  as  American  citizens,  or  Chrif- 
tians. — As  Americans,  what  right  have  you  to  interfere  in  their 
religious  eftablifliments  ?  While  you  are  peaceably  worlhipping 
in  your  own  parifiies,  what  have  you  to  do  with  the  religion  of 
France  ?  No  French  priefts  molell  your  devotions ;  why  then  do 
you  ifTue  your  bulls  againft  them  ?  No  convention  in  France,  at 
their  annual  meeting,  have  charged  you  with  boing  diforganizers, 
or  deftroyers  of  focial  order  ;  why  then  fiiould  you  place  your- 
felves  as  arbiters  of  tlieir  Chriftian  concerns  ? 

The  faft  is,  gentlemen,  tlic  religion  of  France  is  eftablifhed  on 
the  broad  bafis  of  catholicifm,  which  admits  every  man  to  worfhip 
God,  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  confcience.  They  have 
emancipated  the  human  mind  from  that  thraldom,  with  which 
domineering  priefts  have  for  centuries  fettered  it.  Each  citi» 
zen  judges  for  himfclf,  oa  his  eternal  concern^  and  is  now  left  to 
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pay  his  adoration  to  Deity,  undeterred  from  the  refcntment  of  an 

arbitrary  priefthood.  The  various  fe<5ts  of  profeffionalifts  purfue 
unmolelled  their  religious  devotions,  and  every  man  (let  his  relig- 
ion be  what  it  may)  can  attend  a  place  of  worfhip  with  equal  fe- 
curity  and  proteftion  as  in  any  town  or  city  in  the  United  States. 

That  fome  philofophers  in  France  are  deifts,  is  not  denied. 
But,  gentlemen,  where  are  not  thefe  charafters  to  be  found  ?  In 
England,  and  in  America,  we  find  men  of  this  principle.  Great 
flatefmen,  and  men  of  benevolent  minds,  have  been  philofophers  of 
this  defcription.  But  your  candour,  it  is  prefuraed,  will  not  con- 
demn either  England  or  America,  becaufe  fome  men  ©f  this  pro* 
feffion  have  differed  from  you  on  this  fpeculative  point. 

You  have,  gentlemen,  been  mifled  as  to  the  principles  of  the 
French  government,  in  matters  of  religion.  The  Britifh  papers 
have  chiefly  been  the  medium  of  our  intelligence,  on  this  fubje(fl. 
They  have  piftured  the  deiftical  ftate  of  France,  juft  to  fuit  their 
particular  purpoies  ;  and  under  cover  of  thefe  deceptions,  they 
have  attempted  to  raife  the  prejudices  of  their  own  fubjedts,  and 
the  deteftation  of  the  American  citizens,  againft  the  nation.  But 
let  an  Impartial  man  read  the  h'tflory  of  England,  during  their 
wars  :  The  horrid  devaftations  they  have  fpread  in  all  thofe 
countries  they  have  conquered  :  The  perfecutlotu  of  the  clergy  of 
your  order,  even  in  England  :  The  martyrs  who  have  fell  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  fanguinary  ediSs  of  their  government  :  The  deftruc- 
tidn  which  their  armies  fpread  in  America,  and  which  was  pecu- 
liarly aimed  at  the  houfes  of  ivorjhlp.  Charleftown  can  teftify  to 
thiiir  conflagrations,  and  the  citizens  of  Bofton  have  witnefled  their 
facrilegious  proftitution  of  our  religious  temples.  Your  abhor- 
rence, then,  ought  not  to  be  confined  to  France,  and  your  ccnfures 
ftjould  not  be  particularly  aimed  to  defame  this  nation,  in  exclu» 
fion  of  Britain. 

If,  in  your  zeal,  you  are  deploring  the  ftate  of  religion,  or  if 
ynur  convention  a/Tembled  with  "  fervent  wUhes  and  prayers  for 
the  univerfal  exUnfion  of  national  liberty,  focial  order,  and  chriflian 
piety,"  why  were  you  wholly  confined  to  vent  your  inveftives 
againft  France  ?  If  unrverfal  extmfion  of  national  liberty  was  your 
fervent  wifii,  why  are  you  filent  while  you  hear  tlie  groans  of  tlie 
afflitfled    Irifh  ?     Their  murderS;    rayages,  and  defolation,   cry 
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aloud  to  the  God  of  Sabaotb  j  and,  as  liis  vicegerents,  deploring 
the  unhappy  ftate  of  mankind,  your  prayers  ought  to  accompany 
tlicir  agonizing  ccmplainis. 

Ypu,  gentlemen,  in  particular,  were  advocates  for  the  Britifh 
treaty  ;  but,  \i  rdiglon  Is  the  JufyS  of  controvcrfyy  bow  could  you  be 
fo  deiirous  to  commence  a  connexion  with  that  nation  whofe  vindic- 
tive rage  firft  droye  our  forefathers  to  the  wildernefs  of  America  ;. 
and,  from  that  period,  has  been  affiduous  to  eftabllflj  an  hierar- 
chy to  undermine  thofe  congregallonal  ejlabll/bmenis  on  which  your* 
are  founded  ?  Has  Bonaparte,  like  archbilhop  Laud,  and  otlier 
ecclefiailics,  in  Ills  addrefles  to  the  clergy,  fpoke  the  language  of  a 
ruffian  ?  Has  not  the  forrner,  rather  preached  to  them  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  charity,  and  benevolence  ?  Has  he  not  told  tliem  to 
follow  the  precepts  of  the  Mailer  whom  diey  prefume  to  imitate  ? 
In  what  page  of  the  Englifh  hiftory  can  you  find  the  conqueror 
thus  exhorting  tiie  conquered  to  adls  of  kindnefs,  patriotifm,  aa4 
philanthropy  ? 

But,  gentlemen,  it  may  be  faid,  that,  as  a  government,  the 
French  have  reprobated  the  principles  of  religion.  This  certainly 
does  not  appear,  while  they  tolerate  rehgion  of  every  defcription. 
The  Jews,  and  the  various  orders  of  devotees,  have  peifed  liberty 
in  France  to  purfue  their  refpe«5live  modes  of  worihip.  The 
French,  in  their  conftitution,  allow  the  fuperlntendance  of  the  Su-r 
preme  Being.  It  is  thus  introduced  :  "The  French  people  pro- 
claim, in  the  prefence  of  the  Supreme  Being."  This  is  more 
than  is  acknowledged  by  the  fedrf^ral  conftltution.  The  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States  begins  with  "  We  the  people."  No 
mention  is  made  of  the  Supreme  Being,  nor  no  acknowledgment 
of  his  government,  diredtion,  or  bleffing.  \l  would  be  judging 
hardly  of  the  citizens  of  tlie  United  States,  if  any  power  in  Eu- 
rope, on  this  account,  fhiould  obje<Sl  to  an  ;dliance  with  us,  as 
atheijls.  The  Dey  of  Algiers  inquired  of  our  minifter,  whedier  we 
were  Chrijians  ;  and  his  anfwer  was,  that  tlie  conftltution  made 
no  diftindlion  between  Chriftians  and  Mahometans.  The  Dey 
was  pleafed  with  the  idea,  and  eftcemed  our  connexion  the  more 
valuable  on  that  account. 

The  defultory  converfatlon  in  the  French  convention,  on  relig- 
ion, no  doubt,  produced  many  fpeculative  opinions  :  and  if  a  de- 
bate in  our  Congrefs,  on  this  fubjedl,  fliould  take  place,  it  is  proba' 
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ble  {oTCit  deiftical  opinions  would  be  broached  by  certain  high 
federalifts.  But  would  it  be  candid  for  tlie  clergy  of  England  to 
reprobate  the  Americans  as  deifts,  for  the  imprudencies  of  a  few 
individuals  in  Congrefs  ?  Or  would  It  be  ri^it  in  them  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  general  decay  of  religion  had  prevailed  in  America,  and 
that  we  were  all  turned  deifts,  becaufe  a  particular  body  of  the 
clergy,  «  in  and  about  Cambridge,"  had  publilhed  an  addrefs,  re- 
prefenting  a  general  non-attendance  on  public  worfhip  ?  An  ad- 
drefs of  this  kind  was  publiftied  in  our  public  papers,  about  a  year 
fince  ;  but  no  king,  potentate,  prieft,  or  prelate  in  Europe  has 
anathematized  America  on  this  account,  nor  thought  it  of  im- 
portance to  ifTue  their  bulls  againft  that  fountain  of  fcience,  (Cam- 
bridge) from  whence  have  iflued  fo  many  ftreams  to  make  glad 
the  city  of  our  God. 

The  French,  it  is  true,  have  no  ecclefiaftical  titles,  as  Right 
Reverend  Father  in  God,  His  Holinefs,  or  Reverend.  Thefe 
form  no  part  of  the  religious  vocabulary.  Neither  Aaron,  the 
prophets,  apoftles,  nor  evangelifts,  arrogated  to  themfelves  thefe 
attributes  j  and  it  is  a  ferious  confideration,  whether  the  clergy, 
who  have  fmce  aflumed  thefe  appellations,  will  not  have  to  anfwer 
for  their  prefumption  to  a  jealous  Gody  on  the  great  day  of  retri- 
bution !    «  Holy  and  Reverend  is  HIS  NAME." 

1  fhall  conclude,  gentlemen,  this  lengthy  addrefs  with  my  fer- 
vent prayers  and  wifhes,  that  you  would  attend  to  that  important 
Woik  for  which  you  are  ordaine^  :  To  be  lefs  attentive  to  the 
amufements,  recreations,  and  politics,  of  this  world  :  To  endeav- 
our to  foothe  the  pafllons,  rather  than  to  inflame  them.  For  **  as 
mlnifters  of  peace"  it  becomes  you,  at  your  annual  convention,  to  ftudy 
thofe  things  that  lead  to  reconciliation,  rather  than  to  urge  the 
people  by  partial  reprcfentations  into  a  war. 
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TO     THEOPHILUS     PARSONS,    ESQ^ 


A: 


.S  you  have  withdrawn  the/Ara,  which  you  folemnly  pledged 
yourfelf  to  the  court  to  argue,  the  public  are  not  fumiftied  with 
the  documents  on  which  you  predicated  your  appeal.  As  you 
have  thus  left  the  queftion  in  tliis  crude  ftate,  there  is  nothing 
remaining  on  which  to  animadvert,  but  the  impropriety  of  your 
condud. 

A  gentleman  fo  long  in  the  pradice  of  the  law,  it  is  prefumed, 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  importance  of  the  judiciary  branch  of 
government.  In  this  department  are  fufpended  the  lives,  liberty 
and  property  of  the  citizens.  Public  confidence  therefore  is 
eflential  to  its  adminiftration,  and  every  wanton  attempt  to  dero- 
gate from  its  refpedability,  muft  be  acknowledged  as  highly  rcp- 
rehcniible. 

When  the  judges  aflemble,  impannel  the  jury,  and  tlie  crier 
announces  the  organization  of  the  court,  it  is  taken  for  granted 
that  the  jurifdidion  is  authorized  by  the  conftitution.  At  this 
period,  if  an  individual  fhould  arrcll  the  proceedings,  by  a  plea 
which  flrikes  at  its  exiftence,  it  is  an  aft  of  aflumption  which  de« 
mands  the  highefl  authority  for  his  conduft.  The  judiciary,  thus 
moving  in  a  legal  and  formal  direftion,  is  as  facred  as  the  ark  of 
old ;  and  if  any  man  attempts  to  impede  its  progrftfs,  he  is  as 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  fociety,  as  the  difturber  of  the  ancient 
building  to  the  penal  fanftion  of  the  Supreme  Beimg.  As  citi- 
zens, we  have  a  right  to  inquire,  by  what  authority  any  part  of  the 
bufmefs  of  the  prefent  court  was  fufpended  by  your  interference  ? 

It  is  underftood,  fir,  that  your  plea  involved  in  it,  not  merely 
the  jurifdiftion  of  the  court  on  a  particular  aftion,  but  ftruck  at 
the  foundation  on  which  the  judiciary  fupcrftruiflure  was  raifed. 
The  judges,  with  the  utmoft  condefcenfion,  referred  your  queftion 
u  be  argued  at  10  o'clock  on  the  next  day.    In  the  interim  the 
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couif  was  adjourned,  and  certain  a^;ions  were  lufpcnded  till  you 
had  offered  the  arguments  in  fupport  of  your  allegation. 

During  this  intermiflion,  the  public  mind  was  agitated  ;  the 
courts  of  law  were  confidered  as  palfied  ;  the  aftions  depending 
were  hung  up  as  doubtful  in  their  ifliie  ;  tlie  jury  were  retarded  in 
the  accompliftiment  of  their  bufinefs  ;  in  fhort,  the  laws  of  the 
country,  for  twenty-four  hours,  if  not  annihilated,  were  judged  by 
many  as  progrefllng  to  a  dilTolution. 

The  hour  arrived,  fir,  in  which  this  interefting  qucftinn  was  to 
be  argued.  The  court  affembled,  and  fat  in  folcmn  fufpenfe,  whe- 
ther they  were,  or  were  not  a  conftitutional  jurifdiftiOn,  competent 
to  the  purpofes  of  trying  all  caups  which  were  prefented  on  the 
docket.  At  this  awful  cri(>6,  it  was  announced,  that  you  had 
waved  the  confideration  of  the  queftion,  which  the  day  before  you 
had  pledged  yourfelf  to  urge — or,  in  plain  Englifh,  that  Theoph'ilus 
Parfons,  Efqu'ircy  had  permitted  the  court  of  juftice  to  proceed  on 
bufinefs  without  any  further  interruption  ! 

An  individual  thus  to  trifle  with  a  court  of  juftice,  is  an  in- 
decency, in  my  opinion,  of  the  greateft  magnitude.     If,  fir,  you 
had  previoufly  weighed  the  fubjeft,   (which  undoubtedly  it  was 
your  duty  to  do)  why  did  you  not  appear  it  the  hour  afligned, 
and  offer  your  reafons  in  fupport  of  your  plea  ?     Why  did  you 
not  decently  come  forward,  and  beg  pardon  for  your  temerity,  or 
boldly  maintain  the  controverfy  ?     Is  there  not  a  refped  due  to 
the  judiciary,  when  a  laivyer  prefumes  to  challenge  its  jurifdidtion  ? 
or  ought  he  thus  fport  with  the  court  by  evading  the  queftion  ? 
Are  the  public  to  depend  on  the  flexibility  of  your  nerves,  or  do 
you  confider  yourfelf  as  the  ptvot  on  which  the  tribunals  of  our 
government  are  to  turn  ?     Do  you  affume  an  exclufve  jurifdidtion 
to  ftop  courts,  or  fet  them  in  motion  at  your  pleafure  ?     Are  you 
the  organ  of  a  difaffefted  party  to  convulfe  tlie  United  States,  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  judiciary,  or  have  you  a  confervative  power  tO 
control  the  national  goveniment  ?     How  can  you  anfwer  for  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  powers  of  this  court,  while  you  have  no  other 
apology  for  your  coududt,  than  the  fovereignty  of  your  own  will, 
by  which  you  checked  its  legal  progrefs  ?     Can  you  compenfate 
for  the  inconveniences  attending  fuch  fufpenfion,  to  thofe  whofe 
caufes  were  involved  in  tlie  decifion  ?    Anfwer,  fir,  as  a  citizen 
and  a  lawyer. 
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A  particular  body  of  men,  of  late  have  placed  themfelves  la 
an  attitude  which  appears  calculated  io  Jiop  the  luhctls  of  government. 
They  affume  an  arrogance  of  deportment  to  which  no  free  gov- 
ernment ought  to  fubmit  ;  they  feem  to  fpoft  with  the  conllituted 
authorities,  and  the  laws  of  Congrefs  are  treated  by  them  with 
the  utmoft  difrefpe<ft.  The  executive  in  particular  is  aboi'ed  with 
the  grofleft  calumny  ;  every  officer  of  government,  faflftioncd  by 
the  Prefident,  is  the  immediate  objeft  of  fcurrility  and  defamation  | 
no  man,  but  whom  tlie  junto  approve,  efcapes  with  impunity. 
They  appear  to  arrogate  legiflative,  executive  and  judiciary  au- 
thority J  the  afts  of  the  legiflaturc  are  denounced,  if  they  are  not 
agreeable  to  their  principles  ;  all  meafures  of  the  Prelident  are 
anathematized  if  they  do  not  conform  to  their  wifhes,  and  even 
juftice  is  Ihakcn  in  its  feat,  unlefs  the  fcales  arc  held  in  a  diredion 
graduated  by  them. 

If,  l\r,  you  mean  to  take  a  bold  ftand,  come  forward  in  a 
charader  equal  to  the  magnitude  of  the  fubje(5t,  and  mark  prc- 
clfcly  your  lines  of  entrenclimcnt  j  do  not  fport  upon  viQonary 
motions  and  pleas,  on  which  you  are  cautious  of  rifking  a  perfutal 
refponfihility  j  do  not  trifle  with  courts  of  juftice,  but  if  you  are 
Cncere  in  your  oppofition,  fubftantiate  your  objections  by  argu- 
ments addre/Ted  to  the  undcrftanding,  rather  than  by  fuggeftiona 
which  you  are  unwilling  to  avow  before  a  tribunal  proper  to  try 
their  merits'. 

i^s  ypu  have  been  indulged  by  the  judges  to  offer  your  plea, 
in  "  oppugnaUorC  to  a  jurlfdiction,  which  they  had  legalized  by  all  the 
ufual  forms  attending  our  courts  of  judicature,  it  is  expe<aed, 
after  you  have  tlius  abruptly  abandoned  the  ground,  that  this 
authority  will  not  fuffer  itfelf  to  be  f  ctarded  by  any  further  pro- 
ceedings of  a  funilar  nature.  They  will  not  hazard  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  country  to  gratify  the  refentment  of  a  few  difap- 
pointed  partizans. 

After  your  formal  parade  in  ofToring  your  plea  and  exciting 
the  attention  of  the  public,  to  ilumble  at  the  threlhold,  and  ihrink 
from  the  arduous  undertaking',  mull  leffcn  you  in  the  eftimation 
even  of  thofe  who  have  heretofore  apprecuitod  your  talents.  Tlic 
palladium  of  jnllicc  is  not  to  he  viol.ited  Jjy  nifliing  precrpitatcly 
into  its  fanftuary,  and  jn  a  wantof;  pj^Hicr  to  proltrate  its  atiri- 
O  o 
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butes.  When  a  man  confemplates  fo  important  a  tranfaftion,  it 
is  incumbent  on  him  to  paufe  and  deliberate  with  the  moil  folcmn 
circumfpeftion,  before  he  ventures  even  to  fuggeft  his  intentions  ; 
he  fhould  reflect  on  the  coftfequences  before  he  agitates  the  quef- 
tion,  and  not  aftewards  become  terrified  at  tlte  magnitude  and 
danger  of  his  propofitions. 

I  will  venture  to  inquire  of  you,  fir,  if  fuch  a  procedure, 
(analagou's  in  a'U  its  points)  had  taken  place  in  England,  whether 
it  would  have  pafled  over  without  a  fevere  reprimand  from  the 
bench  ?  The  prudence  and  moderation  of  the  judges,  in  tire 
preient  ffate  of  politics,  it  b  cand?dly  fuppofed  was  the  only  caufe 
which  prevented  a  fimilar  reprehenfton.  I  am  not  for  abridging 
the  privileges  of  the  citizens  in  their  appeals  to  the  judiciary,  but 
I  muft  repeat,  that  when  a  man  enters  the  fanftum  fan(5torum  of 
juftice,  with  a  folemn  remonftrance  againft  its  jurifdiction,  it  is 
incumbent  on  him  to  confider  maturely  the  ground'  of  his  objec- 
tions, and  the  confequences  arifmg  from  them,  before  he  ventures  to 
difturb  the  harmony  of  the  fyftem.  It  is  but  a  poor  apology,  fir, 
that  you  refledted  afterwards  more  ferioufly  on  the  fubjecft,  as  the 
time  to  confider  the  plea  was  of  much  longer  duration  previous 
to  your  entering  it,  than  the  hour  afiigned  to  argue  it.  I  ant 
willing  to  admit  your  apology,  but  muft  hold  to  my  firft  pofitiort, 
that  your  coixiu(ft  was  indlfcreet  and'  indscent.  You  may  think,  fir, 
to  evade  an  anfwer  with  as  much  indifference  as  you  abandoned 
your  plea,  but  depend  on  it  your  over'ratsd  talents  will  not  fcreen 
you  from  further  animadverfions.- 
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X  HE  mortification  which  you  have  fufFered,  in  not  being  able 
to  fupport  your  plea,  may  be  an  apology  for  not  noticing  the  re- 
marks made  in  my  lad  Number.    This,  howerery  is  but  a  feeble 
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excufe  for  a  man,  who  has  ventured  to  arrcft  a  Court  of  Juftice 
in  its  legal  operations.  If  you  do  not  anfwcr,  your  caufe  goes  by 
default  ;  and  you  ftand  convided,  before  an  impartial  public,  of  at- 
tempting that  wliich  you  could  not  fubftantiate,  and  of  retreating 
from  a  controverfy  on  which  your  profefllonal  talents  were 
pledged. 

Your  reputation,  as  a  lawyer,  had  arifen  to  the  higheft  eleva- 
tion ;  but  "  there  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men."  You  have  been 
fuffercd  to  fport  with  the  charader  you  had  acquired,  and  have  at 
lengtli  by  your  teni:;rity  brought  yourfelf  to  that  ftandard,  which 
is  the  only  "  check  and  balance"  to  an  unbounded  vanity  and  am- 
bition.  You  vainly  thought  that  your  plea  was  fufficient  to  con- 
vince the  people  of  the  unconftitutionality  of  the  court,  without 
rcflefling  that  it  would  excite  on  the  next  day,  the  curiofity  of  a 
crouded  .ludience,  to  hear  the  arguments  urged  in  defence  of  the 
ground  which  you  had  prefumptuoufly  occupied.  Your  nerves, 
it  is  probable,  were  ftrung  at  the  moment  of  your  appeal,  to  an  un- 
common tone  of  energy  ;  but  a  few  hours  of  more  deliberate  re- 
flcdion  had  relaxed  them  to  that  ftate  of  debility,  which  paliied 
thofc  efforts  adequate  to  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking. 

I  would  wifh,  fir,  to  reafon  coolly  on  this  interefting  fubje«5l.  I 
would  aflc  you,  whether  your  plea  was  not  a  direft  impeachment 
either  of  the  Integrity  or  legal  knowledge  of  the  judges  ?  The 
court  was  opened  and  formally  organized  ;  prayers  were  made  to 
heaven  to  folemnize  its  proceedings  ;  the  marihal,  conftables,  and 
every  fubordinate  officer,  were  purfuing  their  ufual  rotine  of  bufi- 
nefs ;— Was  it  not  then  the  higheft  ad  of  impropriety  to  ftate  a 
plea  which  ftruck  at  the  conftituted  authority  of  the  United  States, 
thus  folemnly  and  formally  moving  within  its  judiciary  orbit  ? — 
What  was  the  language  of  your  plea  ?  Was  it  not  to  this  purport  ? 
•  May  it  pleiife  your  Honours,  /,  Theophilus  Parjhnsj  come  forward, 
clothed  with  the  majefty  of  my  own  pre-eminence,  to  inform  the 
court,  that  they  do  not  know  the  duties  of  their  office  ;  although 
they  have  taken  an  oath  to  fupport  the  conftitution  of  the  United 
States,  yet  they  are  afting  in  violation  of  it ;  that  they  are  purfu- 
ing meafures  which  expofc  them  to  an  impeachment  ;  that  they 
are  ignorant  of  the  laws  which  they  prefume  to  execute  ;  that  the 
prayer  of  the  clergyman  on  opening  the  court,  is  a  libel  againft 
the  goyenuncnt,  and  aa  affrom  to  hcavcp  j  that  the  jury  are  p»ly 
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aiders  and  abettors  of  treafon  and  rebellion  ;  and,  that  your  mar- 
fhal  and  conftables  are  in  league  with  a  body  of  infurgents,  who 
have  afTembled  in  this  hallowed  place  of  juftice  to  proftrate  all  the 
facred  attributefi  of  the  judiciary — I,  therefore  propofe,  at 
JO  o'clock  to-morrow,  to  convince  your  Honours  of  the  legality 
cf  my  charge  ;  and,  if  yru  are  honeft  men,  you  will  diflblve  the 
cour:,  and  retire  to  your  homes,  under  a  full  conviftion  of  the  inde- 
cency and  impropriety  of  your  condu(5l  1' 

This,  fir,  appears  to  me  to  be  the  plain  language  of  your  plea  ; 
?nd  after  you  had  tlius  come  forward,  I  muft  declare  as  my  opin- 
ion, that  the  court  ought  to  have  held  you  to  prove  your  charge,  or 
obliged  you  to  q/k  pardon  for  your  prefumption. 

I  would  afk  you,  fir,  whether  you  had  fully  confidered  the  con- 
fequcnces  of  your  conducl  ? — Suppofe  a  veffei  had  failed  for  Europe 
on  the  day  you  offered  your  plea,  and  it  was  ann<>«nced  in  Eng- 
land, France,  Ho^nd,  Ruffia,  and  other  commercial  nations,  that 
the  courts  of  juftice  were  about  to  be  flopped  in  America— do  you 
know,  fir,  what  effeft  tliis  might  have  had  on  the  commerce  of 
ithis  country  ?  Would  an  Englifh,  Dutch  or  Ruffian  merchant 
fhip  goods,  while  the  courts  of  law  were  thus  fufpended  ?  Would 
not  pvery  European  merchant  have  been  cautious  how  far  he 
anfwered  the  orders  of  his  correfpondents  ?  Would  not  a  general 
diftiufl:  have  arifen  on  the  Exchange  of  thefe  refpeflive  nations  * 
Would  not  an  univerfal  dread  have  been  (lamped  on  all  mercantile 
concerns,  as  they  related  to  the  United  States  ?  efpecially,  if  it  was 
aflerted  that  the  gianf  ofthelaiv  had  thus  arrefted  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice, and  had  only  required  a  few  hours  to  complete  the  diffolu- 
tion  ?  Thus  the  ftrength  of  your  talents  proves  the  weafcnefs  of 
your  conduft. 

£^s  a  lawyer,  you  may  think  to  trifle  'tvitbin  the  bar^  but  re- 
member, fir,  that  whiat  is  fport  to  you,  is  death  to, the  chara<fter  of 
the  country.  The  property  of  the  merchant,  in  his  foreign  con- 
'Jiexions,  is  of  the  mofl  facred  nattire.  You  ought  alfo  to  be  rc- 
jnjnded,  that  the  commerce  of  America  is  depofited  im  altnofl  ey- 
■^ry  port  of  the  habitable  world,  and  that  your  •vif.onary  fpeculatioa's 
"faay  eventually  ruin  thoufands  of  enterprifing  merchants  and  in- 
^uftrlous  feamet^.  I  am  free  tO  fay,  that  I  think  every  wan  who 
was  concerned  in  navigation,  and  whofe  vefTel  failed  oh  the  day  in 
V'hich  you  flopped  the  Court,  is  entitled  to  an  adion  of  damage, 
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for  your  wanton,  injudicious,  and  unprecedented  proceedings,  and 
if  I  was  on  the  jury,  Ihould  in  lift  on  laying  a  heavy  penalty. 

Further — did  you  confider  how  far  luch  a  proccedinp^  might 
have  operated  on  the  public  credit  of  the  United  States  ?  The  na- 
tions, to  whom  we  are  indebted,  might  have  made  immediate  dc- 
inands  on  us,  when  they  apprehended  a  diffohuion  of  our  Judi- 
ciary. The  public  funds  muft  have  fallen  in  foreign  markets, 
and  the  merchants  in  general  been  expofed  to  all  tliofe  inconve- 
niences arillng  from  a  decreafe  of  confidence  in  our  judiciary  tribu- 
nals. In  Ihort,  fir,  you  are  not  aware  of  the  mifchicfs  which 
might  have  taken  place  by  your  indifcretion,  not  only  as  it  relates 
to  individuals,  but  to  the  whole  nation.  1  am  willing  to  allow 
you  every  indulgence  for  your  hafty  mcafure,  but  while  the  digni- 
-  ty  and  reputation  of  America  ^re  hazarded  by  your  imprudence, 
it  is  incumbent  on  every  citizen  to  reprobate  your  folly. 

I  would  call  on  you,  fir,  to  produce  an  authority,  on  which 
jrou  predicated  your  plea.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  drilled  lawyer^ 
fhackled  with  the  formalitcs  of  his  profeflion,  but  I  chatTenge  you  to 
ftate  from  the  books  a  fimilar  plea.  I  know  that  a  plea  of  jurifdic- 
tion  may  be  made,  as  to  a  particular  cafe,  but  you  will  be  jiuzzlcd 
to  lliew  any  authority  analogous  to  your  imperions  ftriJe  of 
deftroying  the  exiftence  of  a  court,  in  the  extenfive  degree  contem- 
plated by  you.  As  an  attorney,  I  afk  you  to  produce  the  evidence 
— you  may  be  filent,  but  Clence  is  no  conviction  of  t!ie  prOpnety 
of  your  behaviour  ;  and  when  a  lawyer  holds  his  tongue,  it  is  a 
Jlrong  proof  that  he  is  confounded.  If  you  do  not  artfwer,  I  muft 
conclude  that  Theopkihus  Parfons,  Efquire,  is  dellitute  of  reafotis  to 
vindicnte  his  condu<fl. 

I  would  not  be  too  fevcrc  in  my  remarks,  or  attempt  to  draw  an 
Utrfair  conclufion  from  the  prehiifes ;  but  when  we  confider  tlie 
revolutionary  tendency  of  the  meafure  ;  the  confequcnces  which  muil 
Inevitably  have  taken  place,  in  cafe  the  plea  had  been  admitted  ; 
the  tot^l  derangement  of  all  caufes  in  which  property  was  depend^ 
ing  ;  the  general  convulfion  in  every  department  of  govemnicnt, 
by  a  war  commencing  between  tl.e  :  and  judiciary  ;  in 

Ihort,  the  laws  fufpended  ;  life,  liber. _,  ..  ..i  ,  loperty  tofled  on  the 
^oifteirous  ocean  of  contending  parties  ;  the  fword  of  juftice  arrcit- 
cd,  and  the  poignard  of  an  ElFex  jimto  introduced  as  a  fubftitute— ^ 
amidft  this  contention,  who,  fir,  could  anrwcrfcr  the  dreadful  ttatt 
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into  which  fociety  would  be  plunged  ?  Tou  muft  have  been  re- 
Iponfible  for  the  event,  and  "  God  onlj  knows"  the  extent  of  the 
cataftrophe.  Viewing  things  on  this  broad  fcale,  no  citizen  who 
duly  eftimates  the  harmony  of  the  United  States  will  confider  the 
above  obfervations  as  too  pungent.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  your  can- 
dour and  good  fenfe  will  fupppC:  tl^em  but  ^  moderate  difclprtne  for 
the  evil  which  you  threatened. 
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-In  the  progrefs  oi  feder all/my  every  paffion  of  the  human  mind 
Jias  been  aflailed  ;  intercft,  fear  and  pride  have  been  the  bulwarks 
more  immediately  expofed  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  The 
young  men  of  all  ranks  in  focietyliave  been  arrefted  by  the  federal 
party  j  the  weight  of  pecuniary  influence  has  threatened  them 
with  poverty,  and  in  many  inftances  with  the  ruin  of  themfelves 
and  families.  Ho%v  often  have  we  feen  the  overbearing  fpirit  of  a 
rich  defpot,  exercifed  on  sthe  days  of  eleftion — and  it  is  known  as 
a  faft,  that  many  tradefmen  were  explicitly  told,  at  the  time  the 
Br'itijh  treaty  was  in  agitation,  if  they  did  not  fign  in  favour  of  its 
adoption,  that  every  means  would  be  taken  to  deprive  them  of 
the  employment  of  fedcraUJls.  Even  fmce  the  laji  eleShuy  certain 
petty  tyrants  have  refufed  to  employ  fome  independent  mechanics.,  ber 
caufe  they  exercifed  their  right  of  fuifrage  as  confcience  dicflatcd, 
when  they  had  evei  fulfilled  their  engagements  with  undoubted 
J^oi;efty  and  ftdelity. 

But  the  moft  powerful  and  artful  method  purfued  was  eir 
citing  a  kind  of  fajbionahle  currency  to  the  politics  of  the  day. 
•Thofe  who  prefumptuoufly  ftyled  themfelves  the  "  better  fort" 
introduced  a  cant  phrafeology  of /^4fr^i/  znd  jacobin.  Federalifm 
was  as  fafhionable  as  a  fpencer  or  pantaloons — in  all  thofe  rejimd 
4irclejf  federaliiin  vras  the  card  of  invitatjoo  or  ijitroduftion  j 
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which  admitted  the  rcfjxAive  gucfts — "  Mr.  Sach-a-one,  afcdtraU 
ijl"  was  the  common  pafTport  which  uflicred  him  imo  thcfe  polito 
alToctations.  Mail-rs  and  mifles  were  taught  to  reverence  and 
refpedl  all  thcfe  who  were  complimented  with  this  appellatioa  } 
young  gtnthmen  and  young  ladk:  were  noticed  by  their  rcfpc<ftive 
mammas  and  papas  in  proportion  as  they  gave  evidences  of  their 
federal  mcHnation. 

Billy  Dapper  was  a  federalift,  and  Charles  Steady  a  jacobin  ;  the 
former  was  received  with  every  mark  of  cordiality,  while  the  lat- 
ter was  reprobated  as  the  moft  abandoned  profligate  Billy  would 
talk  with  a  peculiar  flippancy  about  pohtics,  and  lament  the  pro- 
grefs  of  infidelity  ;  he  would  repeat  with  rapid  volubility,  d — n  the 
jacobins,  d — n  the  diforgatuzersy  d — n  the  deifist  d — n  a  repubFuan  grty- 
ernmentf  and  generally  concluded  his  pious  rhapfody  with  d — « 
Tom  Paine  !  He  was  a  prodigy  of  perfedlion,  and  every  thing 
B'dly  faid  was  confidcred  monjiroujly  wife  and  wonderfully  profound  ; 
he  gained  fuch  an  afcendancy  that  all  he  propofed  was  adopted, 
and  many  deep  fpeculations  were  made  in  confequence  of  his  (age 
recommendations-  His  notes  were  readily  endorfed,  and  Billy 
had  only  to  aik  and  receive  ;  he  purfued  his  plans,  and  increafed 
in  reputation  to  the  amount  of  about  100,000  dollars.  At  length 
his  affairs  began  to  grow  a  *'  little  fqually  ;"  his  "  checks"  on  the 
bank  were  all  "  balanced  j"  and  finally  he  had  no  ether  refource 
than  to  betake  himfelf  to  the  place  of  refuge  in  "  Scollay's  build- 
ings," and  there,  like  many  of  his  predeceflbrs,  enriched  himfelf 
by  impoverifhing  his  creditors  ;  thereby  cancelling  all  debts,  dues 
and  demands  by  a  noli  profeqiu  of  "fit  tran/ii  gloria  rmmdi."  BUlj 
Dapper  after  thus  legally  and  honourably  difincumbering  himfelf  from 
the  rude  aCaults  of  impertinent  dunners  and  more  infolcnt  hajlijfs, 
ftrutted  about  with  a  dignified  deportment ;  took  new  apartments, 
decorated  them  with  fafhionable  furniture,  and  commenced  gentle- 
man  under  the  "  modem  philofophy"  of  the  bankrupt-a(fl.  H« 
now  renews  his  old  language  ;  d — ns  the  jacobins t  d-^-ns  the prefident^ 
and  is  peculiarly  energetic  in  anathematizing  Tom  Pcir^  the  infidel. 
He  is  greatly  concerned  for  the  caufe  of  religion,  and  laments  the 
confequences  of  demoralizing  the  rifmg  generation  ;  he  will  often 
exclaim, — what  will  become  of  focicty  when  men  are  not  held  to 
do  juflice  by  moral  obUgaiton  I  But  Billy  is  a  federaliil  ;  he  has 
afTumed  his  credit,  goes  oa  in  his  bufmefs,  and  even  now  looks 
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down  v/iili  ineffable  contempt  on  Charks  Steady. — During  the 
reign  of  terror,  Billy  and  bis  comrades  Tvere  outrageous  agaiuft 
every  man  wlio  dared  to  think  diiFerent  from  them  ;  the  card* 
tabk  would  fometlmes  be  diilurbed  by  cheh"  yociferations  ;  even 
the  tranquil  game  of  >i^hift  would  be  throwa  into  coRl'ufion  ;  all 
the  honours  would  oftentimes  be  loft,  and  the  tricks  would  be  the 
only  part  of  the  game  to  count  upon. 

Thus  much  for  the  hlftory  of  Billy  Dapfer'-^hut,  alas,   Charles 
Steady  was  peculiarly  unfortunate  under  his  political  denunciation.- 
He  had  received  a  collegiate  education,  and  was  well  inftruiSed 
in  the  principles  of  honefty  afid  economy  ;  he  had  not  only  applied 
himfelf  to  his  profcflion,  but  had  appropriated  his  leifure  hours  to 
reading  hiftory,  and  from  thence  had  been  able  tb  judge  with  pro- 
priety of  thofe  fyftems  of  goV-emment  which  fecured  the  rights  of 
the  people  ;  he  knew  the  baneful  efFeds  of  monarchy,  the  deftruc- 
live  tendency  of  ariftocracy,  and  had  from  refledion  approved  ai 
republican  form  as  moft  congenial  to  his  country.     Knowing  that 
economy  was  the  bafis  of  this  government,  he  always  reprobated 
thofe  expenditures  and  eftablifhments  under  the  former  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  led  to  a  fubverfion  of  the  purity  of  its  principles.     In 
the  reign  of  terror,  therefore,  he  had  the  rdblution  not  to  wear  a 
cockade  /    he  exploded  the  idea  of  a  ftanding  army  ;   he  did  not 
approve  of  excife  laws  or  ftamp-afts,  and  thought  it  was  an  impo- 
fition  for  Mr.  Adams  to  allow  eight  per  cent,  for  the  loan  of 
ftioneyAVhcn  all  the  federalifts  had»  pledged  their  lives  ^.nA  property 
in  fupport  of  his  meaftires.     He  would  often  fay,  why  did  Mr« 
Adams  thus  fport  away  the  public  credit  in  giving  fuch  excelUve 
tifury,  when  he  had  the  ftrongeft  affurances  from  the  addrertes  of 
die  federalifts,  that  their  property  was  at  his  difpofal  ?     Charks^ 
by  tliis  kind  of  convcrfation,  aiid  by  adhering  to  thefe  principles, 
was  early  denounced  in  all  circles  of  his  acquaintance  as  %  jacobin  ; 
the  yonng  gentlemen  forfook  him,  the  young  ladies  eyed  him  afkant  j 
even  when  he  entered  into  company,  it  was  quickly  whifpered  that 
he  was  3.  jacobin  ;    if  any  parties  were  propofed  in  his  prefence,  it 
was  foon  hufhed  till  Charles  had  retired — No  gentleman  would  be 
feen  abroad  in  his  company ;  no  lady  would  condefcend  to  ride  with 
him^  none  to  walk  with  him,  none  to  talk  with  him,  none  to  cttrtcfy 
to   him,   even  if  he  fubmliTively  bowed  to  them  ; — alas,  poor 
Charles  was  forfaken  by  all  his  former  acquaintance  ;   and  even 
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the  young  ladies  who  always  befofe  were  pleafed  with  him,  took  a 
ftrong  avcrfion,  and  he  was  left  alone  to  wander  about  like 
Rachel  mourning  for  her  firft-bom. 

However,  Charles  adhered  to  his  principles,  and  purfued  his 
occupation  with  induftry.  He  got  forward  in  oppofition  to  the 
vile  means  of  his  enemies  to  injure  his  reputation  ;  he  formed 
a  character  by  his  fcientific  acquirements  ;  his  credit  was  eftab- 
liihcd  by  the  reftitude  of  his  condud  ;  his  notes  were  never  hmwk- 
ed  upon  the  exchange  at  a  difcount  ;  he  baffled  his  opponents 
by  the  uniformity  of  his  principles,  and  now  ftands  in  that  elevated 
lituation,  as  it  relates  to  property  and  honour,  that  his  enemies 
envy  him.  He  is  not  difturbed  by  the  cries  of  the  injured  widow 
and  orphans  ;  he  walks  through  the  ftreets  without  the  curfes  of 
hone  ft  creditors  ;  and  when  he  pafles,  no  man  can  fay,  there  goes 
a  villain  J  He  does  not  carry  the  bankrupt-a<ft  as  a  paflport,  or  a 
"  Whereas"  as  a  receipt  in  full  for  all  delinquencies  ;  his  pay- 
ments are  twenty  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  what  he  eats,  drinks 
and  wears  are  not  the  earnings  of  other  men's  induftry.  He  does 
not  make  religion  a  cloak  for  licentioufnefs,  or  curfe  Tom  Paine 
for  a  mafk  to  cheat  an  indifcreet  tradefman  ;  he  efteems  honeft 
men,  let  their  religious  profeflions  be  what  they  may,  and  never 
embraces  a  hypocrite  to  gain  an  advantage  by  his  fycophancy  ; 
he  fpeaks  his  mind  on  all  proper  occi^fions  with  the  fincerity  of  a 
freeman,  and  fcorns  to  flutter,  though  he  might  obtain  the  appro- 
bation of  the  powerful ;  he  remains  coUei-led  in  the  various  changes 
of  parties,  and  fteady  to  his  purpofe  when  he  is  threatened  with 
the  frowns  of  the  opulent  ;  an  approving  confcience  raifes  him 
above  fear,  and  all  his  aifllons  are  the  refuh  of  a  deliberation, 
founded  on  tlie  balls  of  inviolable  integrity.  He  never  fmiles  to 
betray  the  innocent,  or  frowns  to  difmay  the  timid  ;  he  inculcates 
Chriftianity  to  promote  charity  and  philanthropy,  but  tlelpifes  the 
man  who  makes  the  benevolence  of  the  Deity  a  fcourge  to  inflict 
the  roifchief  rankling  within  his  ovm  boi'om  ;  his  pr.i<ftice  and  hi$ 
profeffion  in  every  rcfpeft  correspond  ;  he  Is  not  a  i'aint  in  words, 
and  a  fiend  in  deeds. 

Thus  ftand  in  general  the  chara>flers  of  thefe  two  men,  aud 
thus  have  they  proceeded  in  their  rcfpctHive  intercouvfe  with  fo- 
ciety.    To  avoid  as  much  as  poflible,  periynalliies,  they  are  not  fo 
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particularly  defcrlbed  gs  to  defignate  any  indiriduitl.  One,  how- 
ever, has  been  covered. with  the  mantk  oi  ftfderal'i^y  whicli,  like 
charity,  hides  a  multitude  of  fins  ;  while  the  oth^r  has  been 
obliged  to  exerciTe  all  his  virtues,  to  fcjreen  himfclf  froro  the  ma- 
lignant difpofition  of  his  adverlaries — while  one  revelled  in  liixury 
and  diflipation,  impofed  on  the  credulous  and  defrauded  the  un- 
fufpicious,  the  other  was  befet  with  all  the  venom  of  malice,  and 
his  charafter  rendered  the.  fport  of  ev«ry  unprincipled  man  who 
had  enrolled  his  name  in  the  federal  catalogue.  "  Such  things 
have  been,"  but  we  truft  in  God  that  the  time  is  arrived,  when 
charaAcrs  will  be  eftimated,  not  by  the  phrafeology  of  party,  but 
by  the  ftandard  of  honour  and  honelly  ;  tliat  im-perious  lordlings 
who  have  acquired  fortunes  by  the  necromancy  of  fpeculation  ; 
defpots  who  exercife  an  infolent  control  ^ver  the  tradefmen  and 
labourer  ;  and  fanatics  who  wifh  to  fhackle  the  reafon  of  mankind, 
will  be  brought  to  that  *  check  and  balance'  which  gives  them  no 
other  pre-eminence  than  what  arifes  from  their  inherent  merit. 
When  this  takes  place,  the  hypocrite  will  be  ftripped  of  his  plu- 
mage, the  purfe-proud  fpeculator  of  his  trappings,  and  fpurious 
federallfm  appear  in  that  deformity  to  which  its  advocates  have 
long  fmce  reduced  it. 


No.  LXXIV. 


THE    WIDOW  S    MITE. 


Text—"  ^nd  he  called  tinto  him  his  difcipksy  and  fa^ethy  verily  I  fay 
unto  yoH,  that  this  ptor  Widow  hath  cajl  more  iff)  than  all  they  which 
have  cajl  into  the  Trea/ury  .-—MzTk  xi.  43  d. 


X  HE  fcrlpture  is  profitable  for  all  things  ;  it  contains  do<Srines 
which  are  applicable  both  to  civil  and  religious  inftitutions.  Our 
Saviour  took  cognizance  of  all  tranfadions,  and  always  made  his 
pbfervations  with  a  view  to  inculcate  focial  and  divine  precepts. 
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After  cautioning  his  hearers  agatnft  tliofc  "  who  lore  to  go  Hi  long 
clothing,  and  falutations  in  the  market-place,  the  chief  feats  in 
the  fynagoguc,  the  u^permoft  feats  at  fcafts  ;  who  devoured  wid- 
ows* hOtrfe^,  and  for  a  pretence  made  Iftng  prayers  :"  At  this  mo- 
ment of  exhortation,  he  fat  over  againft  the  Treafttry,  and  beheld 
many  that  "  were  rich  caft  in  much"  ;  but  am^idfl  this  general  exhi- 
bition of  public  munificence,  he  defcried  a  poor  woman  putting  in 
her  mite,  which  fo  far  arrdlei  his  attention  as  immediately  led  hira 
to  notice  the  promptitude  with  which  {he  paid  her  exactions. 

This  caRing  into  the  treafury,  it  is  conjc<5hircd,  was  a  tax 
tjpoa  the  Jews,  for  the  fupport  of  then-  ecclefiaftical  inftitutions  ; 
as  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  either  the  rich  or  the  poor  were  at  that 
day  difpofihg  of  their  money  in  a  wanton  manner,  without  fome 
call  from  the  government.  TJie  rich  Scribes  and  Pharifccs,  it  is 
probable,  took  occafion  in  the  prefence  of  our  Saviour,  to  flievr 
their  alacrity  in  paying  tythes  of  all  they  pofleffed,  and  depofited 
ai  their  abundance,  the  full  amount  of  their  taxes.  They  thought 
it  would  confound  him,  while  reprobating  thofe  who  made  a  boaft 
of  their  fanftity,  to  fee  with  what  readlnefs  they  placed  their  aflefT- 
ed  quota  into  the  treafury.  It  is  probable,  they  expefled  the 
multitude  and  his  difciples  would  have  rofe  in  oppofition  to  his 
denunciation,  when  the  evidence  was  fo  clearly  before  their  eyes, 
of  the  fmcerity  of  their  profeffions.  No  doubt  fome  men  in  long 
clothing,  who  had  devoured  many  a  widow's  houfe,  took  occa- 
fion to  make  a  great  parade  around  the  treafurer's  office,  in  order 
to  attraft  the  attention  of  the  bye-ftanders— they  expeftcd  to  hear 
the  people  cry  out,  thefe  arc  the  "men  of  order"  !  thefc  are  the  men 
of  "  fteady  habits"  !  thefe  are  thofe  who  fuppoit  church  and  ftate  • 
thefe  are  the  charitable  a<5tions  of  thofe  whom  ye  have  thus  calum- 
niated !  Behold  their  fmcerity  !  fee  with  what  checrfulnefs  they 
caft  in  their  riches  !  Can  any  doubt  their  attachment  to  the  rights, 
liberties  and  happinefs  of  the  people  ?  As  to  this  poor  widow,  fhe 
only  calls  in  a  mite,  while  they  arc  obliged  to  enrich  the  trea- 
fury with  the  greateft  abundance. 

This  mode  of  rcafoning  was  very  natural  for  men  who  confid- 
tred  things  in  this  contraftcd  point  of  view  ;  but  our  Saviour  re- 
flefted  on  this  event  in  a  different  manner.  He  never  made  an 
Obfervation  whhout  an  explicit  meaning  ;  he  confidered  the  fub- 
jeit,  as  it  related  to  tlic  circumftanccs  of  focicty,  and  the  mrquaHty 
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of  taxes.  He  knew  that  the  abundance  of  the  rich  was  not  in  pro- 
portion to  the  widow's  mite  ;  and  when  he  faw  that  her  tax  was 
the  greatefl  part  of  her  whole  property,  he  could  not  but  remark 
to  hi^  difciples  on  the  difproportion  of  the  burthen.  His  whole 
miniftration  was  folely  calculated  to  relieve  the  bowed  down,  an4 
when  he  obferved  in  this  general  depofit  into  the  treafury,  that 
though  the  rich  feemed  to  bear  a  large  proportion  of  the  public 
cxpenfes,  yet  as  it  related  to  the  property  poffefled,  the  poor  had 
the  heavieft.  weight  in  difcharging  the  public  debt.  The  treafu- 
rer,  it  is  expeded,  even  fmiled  at  the  poor  widow,  when  flie  threw 
in  her  mite  ;  and  provided  the  old  l.idy  had  made  any  complaint 
of  her  tax,  fhe  would  have  been  conficiered  as  a  diforganizcr,  and 
fept  to  the  houfe  of  corrpdion  ;  neither  is  it  improbable  that  our 
Saviour  was  denounced  as  a  ftirrer  up  of  fedition,  for  drawing  any 
parallel  between  the  widow  and  the  rich  men  who  accompanied 
her.  At  that  day  they  held  in  fmall  repute  the  taxes  of  the  mid- 
dling clafTes  of  citizens  ;  they  thought  their  aid  in  fociety  was  of 
but  little  coniideration  ;  without  refiefting,  that  while  others  gave 
of  their  abundance,  the  poor  man  paid  a  greater  proportion  of  his 
aftual  poffcflions.  . 

Thcfe  reflefcions  naturally  lead  us  to  notice  tlie  obfervations 
made  by  thofe  who  oppofe  the  repeal  of  the  exclfe  and  other  in- 
ternal taxes.  They  lay  the  rich  pay  them,  and  that  the  poor  are 
not  injured  by  their  operation.  While  confidering  tliis  queftion, 
we  will  not  confine  ourfelves  to  tlie  poor,  in  the  idea  generally  af- 
^xed  to  this  appellation  ;  but  we  will,  in  connexion  with  them, 
bring  into  view  the  miadltng  interefit  copfiiling  of  farmers,  tiadef- 
men  and  labourers.  When  we  offer  thefe  claffes  as  the  criterion 
on  which  to  judge,  we  mud  conclude,  that  they  pay  more  taxes  by 
excife,  than  thofe  generally  denominated  the  rich  ;  and  though 
the  high-toned  federalifts  pretend  to  juftify  tliis  mode  of  taxation, 
as  falling  exclufively  on  the  wealthy,  yet  on  an  accurate  examina- 
tion we  fiiall  fmd  they  fall  heavily  oa  the  poor  and  middling  in- 
tcref^r 

The  exclfe,  as  it  relates  to  many  rich  men,  is  principally  on  the 
fonfumption  of  fuch  articles  as  they  are  called  on  to  furnifh  more 
generally  from  inclination  or  accident,  than  necefllty.  For  the 
moft  part,  they  are  men  who  live  on  the  income  of  their  publie 
ftocks  and  bank  dividends.     The  excife  which  they  pay  is  either  to 
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plcafe  their  own  appetites,  or  to  entertain  their  ba«chanaHan  AiToci- 
ates,  on  feme  peculiar  feftive  occafions.  All  tlit-y  pay  is  a  volun- 
tary tax,  and  as  the  revenue  is  increafcd  by  the  fums  raifed  on  the 
community  at  large,  tJi.ey  are  enabled  to  receive  their  quarterly 
dividends  with  more  pundluality.  They  arc  in  favour  of  an  cv- 
cile  upon  a  general  principle,  that  if  they  pay  6/!  duty  in  the 
courfe  of  tlie  year,  they  are  fure  of  receiving  from  the  treafury 
the  full  intereft  on  their  funds  at  2of. 

But  the  cafe  ftands  different  with  others,  who  may  be  denom- 
inated the  middling  intereft.  The  farmer,  in  confequence  of  an 
excifa,  is  brought  into  an  expcnfe  which  is  a  direcV  tax  on  his  pro- 
duce, and  which  he  cannot  avoid.  It  is  not  merely  to  pleafe  his 
appetite,  neitiier  does  he  receive  any  immediate  advantages  refult- 
ing  from  the  revenue.  The  fupplies  of  fpirituous  liquors  to  the 
workmen  and  labourers  upoii  hfs  farm,  are  an  extra  cxpenfe  which 
he  is  necejfitatcd  to  pay  ;  every  glafs  of  liquor  is  burdened  with  a 
duty,  which  lefTens  the  profits  on  his  produce.  In  haying-time,  he 
is  obliged  to  employ  a  great  number  of  labourers  ;  in  the  fevcral 
bufy  feafons,  he  has  a  great  addition  to  his  family,  and  their  main- 
tenance includes  many  articles  on  which  an  excife  is  laid.  In  moft 
inftances,  the  farmer,  by  this  mode  of  taxation,  has  to  pay  a  larger 
amount  to  the  government,  than  many  men  who  have  from  one 
hundred  thoufand  to  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  the  public 
funds. 

The  cafe  is  fomewhat  fimilar  with  the  tradefman,  as  he  is  obli- 
ged to  employ  many  journeymen  in  his  occupation,  and  wages  are 
generally  given  in  proportion  to  the  prices  on  certain  particnlar 
articles  ;  the  number  of  apprentices  ufually  taken  by  this  clafs  of 
citizens,  involve  in  it  a  heavy  tax  from  this  fpecies  of  revenue. 
Even  the  merchant  is  fubjedt  to  a  difproportionate  weight  of  gov- 
ernment from  this  caufe  ;  as  the  employment  of  his  clerks  and  la- 
bourers is  attached  with  an  expenie  arifing  from  this  fource.  The 
old  foldier,  who  difpofed  of  the  evidences  of  his  patriorifm  during 
our  conflidl  with  Britain,  moft  affurcdly  muft  feel  the  weight  of  a 
tax,  which  falls  on  the  cheering  cordial  that  rcfrelhes  him  amidft 
tlie  toils  and  fatigues  of  tiie  day  ;  l^is  mite  comes  heavily,  when 
he  refledls  that  tliefe  arc  the  rewards  of  his  ferviccs.  He  itocu 
drinks  his  grog  with  a  merry  heart,  and  blcfles  the  adminiftraiion 
Viiat  has  removc4  the  bitter  ingredient  of  an  excife. 
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When,  rherefcre,  we  hear  the  federalifts  exclaiming  that  the 
txeife  was  principally  paid  by  the  rich,  and  that  it  was  an  impo- 
fitton  on  the  poor  to  repeal  it,  the  fallacy  of  fuch  reafoning  is  evi- 
dent from  a  moi-e  accurate  confideration  of  the  fubjed.  For  I  be- 
lieve we  maiT  venture  to  afTeit,  that  the  middling  intereft,  includ- 
ing the  labouring  poor,  pay  four  times  their  juft  quota  by  this 
mode  of  taxation  more  than  the  richeft  claffes  in  fociety.  Thefe 
fmall  duties  are  a  conftant  draining  from  their  hard-earned  prop- 
erty,  and  though  the  rich  apparently  caft  into  the  treafury  much  of 
their  abundance,  yet,  like  the  poor  widow,  the  farmer,  tradefman 
and  labourer  pay  in  "  more  than  they  all." 

The  repeal  of  the  chaife  and  carriage-tax  is  alfo  faid  to  be  in-^ 
jiirit)us  to  the  middling  tntereft.  They  tell  us,  that  thp  rich" 
nabobs  at  the  fouthward  are  the*chief  fupporters  of  this  tax,  and 
that  it  is  only  relieving  th^m  by  the  repeat  But  this  reafoning 
alfo  is  vanity.  The  proporticn  a^  carriages  among  the  rich  men 
ef  this  defcription,  is  fcarcely  x)nen»  an  hundred.  In  this  town, 
t?e  have  about  fifty  fuch  carriages,  but  through  the  ftate,  the  nura- 
b^  of  tihaiies  may  be  reckoned  at  five  thousand  ;  thefe  are  gen? 
frrally  kept  by  farmers  and  tradefmen,  not  merely  for  convenience, 
but  their  local  fituation  requires  it ;  the  diftance  from  meeting* 
houfes  in  the  country,  obliges  a  man  to  keep  this  famHy-carriage 
to  convey  his  wife  and  children  to  divine  feivice  ;  to  take  a  ride 
to  the  fea-port  on  bufmefs  ;  and  probably  to  pay  intereft  on  a  note 
in  the  bank,  or  in  the  hands  of  one  of  thefe  rich  men,  who  fo 
greatly  bemoan  the  repeal  of  the  tai.  A  chaife  therefore  cannot 
ibe  called  a  luxury,  but  a  necefiary  article  in  moft  families  in  the 
pountry.  To  apply  thefe  remarks  to  my  text,  the  duty  on  five 
thoufand  carriages  is  a  revenue  yrhich  arifes  principally  from  the 
middling  claffes  ;  and  if  they  do  not,  like  the  widow,  pay  into  the 
trt^ury  all  they  have,  yet  they  caft  in  more  in  proportion  to  the 
property  they  pofiefs,  than  the  fifty  who  appear  to  depofit  fo 
largely  from  their  abundance.  Can  any  perfon  ;hink  it  reafona- 
ble,  that  a  hackrnan,  whofe  carriage  is  his  only  means  of  main* 
tChancc,  ftiould  pay  the  fame  tait  on  this  article  as  the  man  who 
kctfps  a  pleafnrable-carriagc,  and  has  an  income  of  ten  thotxiand 
dollars  to  fiipport  h  i 

It  is  fragular,  daat  thofe  who  ftyle  themfelves  federalifts  ever 
pretend  to  be  led  by  gofpel  principles,  and  are  fo  devout  as  to  in- 
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corporate  religion  with  their  politics ;  they  cljum  aa  ciclufive 
chara(Ser  for  attachmcrit  to  ths  ChrilUim  f)  ftein  ;  yet  there  is  no 
book  extant,  which  fo  completely  counterads  their  political  tenet*. 
Our  Saviour  feened  to  feek  o£calion  to  reprobate  all  tliolc  who 
made  a  trade  of  their  piety  ;  his  fermon  on  the  mount,  and  every 
remark  he  made,  were  peculiarly  levelled  at  thofc  bodiea  who 
exercifed  fovereignty  over  the  people  from  thxir  pre-eminent 
fandlity,  or  pretended  to  render  to  Cafar  more  than  othert.  Is  it 
not  remarkable,  that  our  Saviour  Ihould  cfpy  a  widow  with  her 
mite,  amidft  the  crouds  who  furrounded  the  treafury  ;  that  he 
Ihould  call  his  difciples  to  him,  and  fo  minutely  ftate  the  quantity 
Ihe  had  given  in  ;  that  he  ftiould  over-look  wnth  indifference  the 
large  fums  paid  by  the  rich,  and  feleA  a  poor  woman  as  tlie 
objcft  of  his  notice,  who  was  the  lealt  regarded  by  the  money- 
holders  who  accompanied  her  ?  He  did  not  make  his  obfervations 
indifcriminately  to  his  audience  ;  as  he  knew  the  prejudices  of  the 
people  in  favour  of  thofe  who  naade  great  profeffions  of  theix 
liberality  towards  religious  and  civil  inftitutions  ;  but  he  called 
has  difciples  unto  hhtiy  and  privately  gave  tliem  a  hint,  to  beware 
of  hypocrites,  and  iniliUed  into  them,  as  a  radical  principle* 
that  the  poor  or  middling  intereft  always  paid  their  full  proportion 
of  the  public  taxes.  This  being  a  day  to  pay  into  the  treafury, 
and  having  an  opportunity  to  fee  the  procefs  of  the  bttfinefs,  hs 
took  occafion  to  giv«  this  lefture  to  his  difciples  ;  but  if  he  had 
feen  the  group  who  probably  the  next  da-y  went  to  rtQcivt  their 
demands^  pofllblyt  hff  would  have  been  as  particular  in  designating 
forae  individuals  for  the  quantity  they  received,  in  proportion  to 
the  fum  they  had  paid*  as  he  was  in  dcfcribing  ilm  widow  and  her 
fmall  pittance. 

To  conclude,  the  foregoing  remarkjs  are  not  intended  to  make 
an  invidious  diftiotfHon  between  the  rich  and  the  poor.  In  foctcty 
the  former  arc  to  be  refpcdted,  and  the  latter  regarded.  A  lereU- 
ing  principle  is  not  the  objeA  contemplated,  but  that  each  individ- 
ual fhould  fcel  his  juil  weight  in  the  community.  The  obierva- 
tions  are  made  to  check  the  arrogance  of  a  certain  **  {tSt^*'  who 
pretend  to  claim  an  cxclaCve  privilege  from  their  property  ;  who 
endeavour  to  depreciate  thofe  who  axe  not  poffcffcd  fo  largely  o£ 
this  world's  goods  as  themfelves  ;  who  claim  all  the  rcHgtott*  aU 
the  knowledge,  all  the  patriotij&n  of  the  country,  aad  who  defpife 
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the  poor,  for  their  mite  towards  the  fupport  of  government.  But 
our  Saviour  has  given  them  a  good  leflbn,  which  the  prefent  ad- 
miniilration  is  endeavouring  to  follow,  and  which  we  are  peifuad- 
ed  will  be  approved  by  heaven.  The  impoft  being  adequate  to 
all  the  purpofes  of  government,  under  the  econcmical  fyftem 
adopted,  the  merchant,  tradefman,  farmsr,  war-worn  foldier,  or 
the  poor  widow,  are  not  required  needlefsly  to  pay  even  a  rniie  into 
the  treafury^ 
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REVIEW    OF 

O EVENT Y-FIVE,  in  the  feventeenth  century,  is  a  prominent " 
number  in  the  American  calendar  ;  it  is  emphatically  defignated 
*'  the  time  which  tried  men's  fouls"  ;  it  is  the  period  of  the  Amer- 
ican revolution,  which  called  forth  all  the  energies  of  patriotifm, 
valour  and  decifion.  The  man  who  halted  between  two  opinions, 
at  tliis  crifis,  was  juftly  confidered  an  enemy  to  his  country. 
America  then  affumed  the  attitude  of  an  injured  and  determined 
nation.  Britain  avowed  the  principle,  and  purfued  meafures  to 
carry  into  execution  the  deteftable  declaration,  to  "  bind  us  in  all 
cafes  whatever."  This  veto  was  attempted  to  be  enforced  by  the 
latus  of  the  bayonet,  and  tlie  citizens  of  America  had  no  other  alter- 
native than  to  decide  between  slavery  and  freedom. 

In  this  conteft,  liberty  or  death  was  the  motto — "  Uniting  we 
ftand,  dividing  we  fall,"  was  the  creed  to  which  every  real  friend 
to  his  country  fubfcribed.  The  tories  took  one  fide  of  the  qucftion, 
and  the  tuhigs  the  other  ;  one  party  affifted  the  Britilh,  and  the 
other  oppofed  them.  The  Bofton  town-meetings  were  an  epitome 
of  the  controverfy  between  Britain  and  America.  Fellow-citizens, 
ye  who  remember  the  conteft,  recoUeft  the  debates  in  your  folemn 
affemblies  ;  bring  to  mind  the  crouded  audiences,  who  with  anx- 
ious concern  attended  to  the  deliberations  of  your  intrepid  patriots. 
Can  ye  forget  the  machinations  of  your  enemies  or  the  fubtle 
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defigns  of  Hutchinfon  and  his  adherents  ?  Were  not  your  liber- 
tics  llifpended  on  the  intrepidity  of  your  determinations,  and  were' 
not  a  body  of  torics  affailing  you  in  every  dircdion  ?  If  you  had 
then  been  afraid  to  cfpoufe  your  rights,  they  would  have  fallen  a 
facrificc  to  your  timidity.  Recoiled  the  honi'boak  gentry,  who 
mtermixed  thcmiclves  among  the/ons  of  liberty  ;  the  foldiery  who 
were  fent  to  intimidate  the  citizens  during  their  freedom  of  debate 
and  inveiligation.  Our  fouls  were  then  "  invigorated  with  the 
fpirit  of  liberty  ;"  Fantutl-Hull  bore  teftimony  that  men  were 
fuperior  to  "  wolves"  ;  the  decifions  of  the  town  of  Bolion  gave 
ample  evidence  that  the  liberty  of  brutes,  and  the  unalienable 
rights  of  freemen,  were  not  analogous.  No  real  Ameiican  at  this 
period  contemplated  the  derogatory  connexion  between  the  vora- 
cious animals  of  the  defert,  and  the  deliberate  fentiments  of  citi- 
zens. Even  at  this  period,  when  tlie  revolution  of  America  was 
in  fwaddling  clothes,  when  tlie  independence  of  our  country  had 
fcarccly  formed  its  features  in  embryo,  no  one  was  hardy  enough 
to  draw  a  parallel  between  our  exertions  for  liberty,  and  the  favagt 
iUfpofition  of  wolves  in  the  foreft  !  . 

This  period  reminds  us  of  that  fangulnary  fcene,  when  the 
ftrcets  of  Bofton  were  crimfoned  with  the  blood  of  its  citizens  ! 
The  horrid  maifacre  on  the  night  of  March  the  ^th,  1770,  is  a 
Icffon  which  ought  to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  Americans  the 
hoflile  dii'polllion  of  Britain.  Can  any  friendOiip  exilt  in  a  nation, 
whofe  foldiery  fpread  indilcriminate  flaughter  among  the  inhab- 
itants of  tills  metropolis  ?  Can  the  0//  'get  the  v' 
fcene  when  the  corps  of  five  of  tlicir  .'  ,1^  wrc  '  : 
in  folcmn  procelTion  through  the  ^^  hen  the 
torics  were  rejoicing  at  the  fanguiuary  culuiiiopuc,  ;uid  only  be- 
wailed tije  misfortune  tliat  Samuel  Adams  and  !■  hn  H.mcock 
were  not  the  objeds  of  general  lamentation.  ^vcll 
remember  ilie  town-meeting  at  the  Old-South  the  laccccau^;  day  ; 
the  alT-mbly  of  citizens  was  auguR  and  imprcirivf,  ;  thj  debates 
were  forcible  and  dcclfivc  ;  th^encrgies  of  tlie  i:  appear- 
ed in  their  full  majefly  ;  one  Tplrit  InvigovatcJ  le  body, 
and  one  tongue  exprclfed  their  ultimate  dttcr:;  C;'.:i  we 
forget  the  venerable  Samuel  Adams  on 
Can  we  forget  the  fortitude  of  his  mind.  01    .r.-  n... 

Q  q 
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his  conduct  ?  Do  we  not  even  at  this  day  recognize  him  in  the 
Old-Sotith  pulpity  while  ftanding  as  a  bulwark ,  to  impede  the  en- 
croachments x)f  the  enemy  ?  "  How  did  our  hearts  burn  witliin 
us,"  when  he  recounted  the  impofitions  we  had  iufiered  !  and  how 
did  our  fouls  beat  in  unilon  with  the  icntlments  which  he  inculcated  ! 
Thii  was  truly  the  "  time  to  try  men's  foids."  Venerable- patriot  1 
you  are  now  retired  from  the  world  to  enjoy  that  compofure 
which  your  fervices  merit  ;  happy  are  you  in  the  refleiftion,  that 
you  have  never  deviated  from  the  road  which  ycu  early  defcribed 
as  the  only  path  of  fafety  and  happinefs.  In  your  retirement,  you 
have  to  lament,  that  fome  who  began  the  journey  with  you  have 
ftrayed  into  the  broad  way  which  leads  to  deftruftion  ;  but  ftill 
your  reflexions  mufl  give  confolation  to  your  declining  years  ;. 
and  though  feeble  in  body,  yet  your  SOUL  mufl  experience  thofe 
joys  which  arc  ever  ftrangers  to  the  breafts  of  apoftatcs.  While 
others  have  received  the  fycopharjUc  addre/Fes  of  men,  who  in  '75 
would  have  led  them  to  the  gibbet,  you  have  enjoyed  domeftic 
tranquillity,  and  have  had  the  fatisfadion  to  refleft,  if  you  was  not 
Jlaitered,  you  was  not  defpjjcd  ;  you  never  became  the  dupe  of  a 
party,  or  the  fport  of  thofe  who  made  an  ihftrument  of  your  cre- 
dulity ; — ^firm,  manly  and  decifive,  you  never  was  obliged  to  apol- 
ogize for  your  condudt,  by  laying  the  blame  on  thofe  who  pre- 
fumed  to  diftate  through  an  "  expcded  or  unexpeded  quarter." 
No — you  was  a  politician  equal  to  your  emergencies,  and  certain- 
ly you  was  placed  in  a  refponllble  fituation,  when  die  moft  critical 
precaution  was  neccfTary  for  your  judgment.-  When  the  prnfcrlp- 
tion  of  Britain  entwined  you  and  Hancock  as  victims  to  fatiate 
their  vengeance,  even  at  this  momentous  crids,  Aoams  and 
Hancock  never  (looped  to  become  fuppliants  for  minillerial  or 
tory  clemency.  Your  fallow-citizens,  venerable  patriot,  will  ever 
embalm  your  memory  with  their  praifcj  and  your  name  will  never 
be  mentioned  without  reverting  to  the  magnitude  of  your  virtues* 
and  the  pre-eminent  teflimonies  you  have  given  of  your  unbiased 
attachment  to  their  freedom  and  Ijappinefs.      You   have  done 

YOUR  DUTY,  AND  NO  MAN  CAN  IMPEACH  YOUR  FIDELITY. 

^  In  this  Number,  I  have  chofen  to  feled  among  the  variety  of 
clrcumftances  attending  the  revolution,  the  Boflon  majfacre.  This 
was  the  touchftone  of  the  Englilh  fyftem  of  taxation.  After  the 
troops  had  arrived  in  Bofton,  every  method  was  taken  to  bring  on 


No.  LXXV.  Revietu  cf  OU  limes.  315 

a  rupture  ;  they  found  town-meeting  altercations  were  needlefs  ; 
their  only  refort  was,  to  arms  and  the  JhedJing  vf.lhod  !  The  totics 
always  held  up  to  the  miniftry,  th-<it  we  were  poltroons,  and  that 
tlie  firll  man  kilK-tl  would  end  the  controverfy.     Thc^fth  oj 

maffacre  was  planned  upon  this  dcrftgatory  lup'porition  ;  the  r: 

ry  expefled,  after  they  had  difpUyed  thtir  prowefs  and  evinced 
their  determination,  that  the  citi;^ns  of  America  would  have  been 
intimidated  from  any  further  oppofition  ;  but  when  they  found 
that  tJie  blood  of  the  Americans  operated  like  oil  to  the  flame, 
they  became  difmaycvl.  The  firmnefs  of  the  town  of  Bofton  on 
this  occafion,  was  the  balls  of  the  revolution  ;  this  was  the  tri:il  of 
principle  ;  this  was  putting  theory  into  pm(51ice.  The  <5ondu(fl  of 
Britain  was  bringing  our  town-meeting  refolves  to  the  tcft,  and 
tliis  was  the  period  wlien  the  republicans  gave  an  unequivoc;d 
evidence  of  their  patriotifm.  The  tradtfmen  of  Bofton  were  alert 
to  the  caufe  of  their  country  ;  they  gave  fupport  to  the  a(5tive 
citizens  who  pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  vindication  of  the 
rights  of  the  people  ;  they  were  an  irrefiflible  body,  and  when  they 
moved  within  tlie  orbit  of  freedom  and  rofe  fuperior  to  tory  in- 
fluence, all  oppofition  fell  before  them,  v  The  tradefmeti  were  fully 
informed  of  the  importance  of  the  controverfy,  and  when  tliey 
ipoke,  their  %'oice  was  audible  and  decifive.  The  independent  mer- 
chants  were  not  inadive,  as  we  were  not  baffled  at  this  period  with 
a  body  of  mercantile  mufhrooms,  who  live  on  the  fmiles  of  a 
Britijh  maf-er,  and  who  dare  not  a£l  contrary  to  his  diftatcs.  The 
YEOMANRY  alfo  came  forward  to  vindicate  their  rights  as  fre«- 
men  ;  this  valuable  part  of  the  commimity  never  failed  when  their 
exertions  were  necefl'ary  ;  on  this  independent  body  we  ever  did, 
and  ever  muft  rely  ;  tliey  are  the  ftamina  of  our  government,  and 
the  great  palladium  of  our  conftitutional  privileges.  The  counties 
of  Middlcfex  and  NorfoU-,  with  others,  ftill  retain  the  horrors  of  a 
Britifh  banditti,  aS  they  well  remember  the  fanguinary  onfet  of  a 
mercenary  foldiery  on  the  commencement  of  hoftilities.  The 
19TH  OF  April,  1775,  will  imprefs  en  their  minds  the  dreadful 
effedls  of  monarchy  and  toryifm.  Lexington  was  a  telegrapbi  which 
conveyed  the  intelligence  to  the  remoteft  parts  of  tlie  continent — 
like  thcjlar  in  the  eaji,  mentioned  in  fcripture,  it  dircfted  Waftiing- 
tpa  to  the  fpot,  where  the  camp  of  America  was  formed,  to  effed 
the  falvatioij  of  freemen.     From  this  moment  the  Americans  were 
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alive  to  their  fxtuation,  and  nothing  fliort  of  heaven  could  have 
infpired  them  with  their  martial  intrepidity,  valour  and  prowefs  ; 
unprepared  with  every  warlike  implement,  they  were  obliged  to 
feek  powder  from  the  very  earth  under  their  ancient  buildings, 
and,  like  the  dull  of  Egypt  by  tlie  wand  of  Aaron,  it  was  convert- 
ed to  the  purpofe  of  annoying  and  diftrefling  their  enemies. 

1  have  particularly  felecfled,  as  is  before  obferved,  the  fubjeft 
of  the  Bojion  majfacre.  When  this  took  place,  the  controverfy  in 
this  country  involved  in  it  the  right  of  the  Britifh  government  to 
tax  America  ;  they  font  troops  to  enforce  it.  In  this  ftate  of  things, 
could  any  patriot  juftify,  for  a  irifling  fee,  the  indifcriminate 
flaughter  of  his  fellow-citizens,  merely  from  the  unruly  cenduft  of 
a  number  of  boys  ?  Edward  Paine,  Efq.  a  worthy  citizen,  was 
wounded  at  his  door,  and  every  man,  woman  and  child  were 
more  protefted  by  Providence,  than  the  lenity  of  the  murderers. 

I  would  not  dwell  too  long  on  this  circumftance,  relating  to 
the  advocate  for  Prefton,  as  I  believe  the  fuggeftion  is  fufficient  to 
convince  him  of  the  impropriety  of  his  condufl:.  Whether  the 
main  guard  of  Britifh  troops  fliould  difpenfe  the  laws,  in  a  country 
where  their  ivhole  authority  was  difputed,  was  the  queftion  on  which 
Prefton  and  his  aflbciates  ought  to  have  been  tried. 

Tlie  controverfy  had  gone  beyond  the  trifling  confideration  of 
a  lawyer's  fee  ;  the  important  queftion  of  civil  and  military  boun- 
dary was  to  be  afcertained,  and  when  a  patriot  became  the  advo- 
cate for  a  prompt  dccifion  of  powder  and  ball  (without  even  the 
form^ity  of  a  juftice  of  the  peace)  the  Britifh  naturally  concluded 
that  a  few  guineas  would  fdence  our  clamours,  and  bring  our 
leading  charafters  to  juftify  their  meafures. 

The  political  ftate  of  our  country  requires  us  to  look  back,  in 
order  to  take  fome  line  of  departure,  by  which  we  may  draw  our 
decilions.  The  fifth  of  March  maffacre,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  era 
which  decided  characters,  within  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  the  eftima- 
tion  of  Britain.  They  never  forgave  Samuel  Adams  or  Jolm 
Hancock  for  infifting  on  the  removal  of  the  troops  ;  Englifli  pride 
rofe  indignant  at  the  adion  ;  this  was  the  unpardonable  fm,  which 
led  to  their  profcription — ^but  while  they  thirfted  for  the  blood  oi 
thefe  patriots,  gratitude  ever  induced  them  to  refped  thofe  who 
couJSt^Wc-cd  a  venal  court  to  releafe  the  murdere^:s.     At  this 
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irtonicnt,  tiie  hand-writing  was  difcovcred  "  Mme  Ttkel  Upharfm^* 
which  is  tlms  interpreted, — he  who  vindicates  the  murdeierS  of  bis 
townfmen  is  found  v/anting  in  patriotifm. 


The  foUotving  pieces  ivere  written,  in  the  year  I797>  iy  the  fame  au- 
thor ; — and  as  they  contain  principles  and  documents  conne^ed  nvilh 
the  foregoing  Numbers,  they  are  infertcd  for  the  perufal  of  the  citi' 
zenS'' 

LAND-TAX,    &C. 

X  HE  ftatement  of  the  treafury-department,  for  further  fupplics 
of  revenue,  is  a  fubjeift  which  could  fcarcely  be  contemplated  a  few 
years  back.  "The  IMPOST  was,  in  the'^firft  inftance,  confidered 
as  adequate  to  all  the  exigences  of  government  ;  and  in  faft  was 
declared  fo  vallly  competent  to  all  the  purpofcs,  that  a  declaration 
was  made  by  fecretary  Hamilton  that  an  overplus  remained  in 
the  treafury.  Notwith (landing'  this  pleafing  reprefentation,  we 
were  foon  called  upon  for  an  EXCISE,  which  was  predicated  on 
the  principle  that  the  war-department  require(f  this  additional 
duty.  Thefe  two  tares  have  been  for  many  years  in  full  opera- 
tion, and  though  we  have  been  told  of  the  *'  flouri thing  fituation  of 
our  commerce,"  (of  confequence  the  revenue  anfmg  mull  have 
been  greatly  augmented)  yet,  even  with  this  brilliant  profpeft  of 
a  decreafe  of  taxation,  we  have  now  prefented  to  us  a  gloomy  ftate- 
ment, that  the  revenue  is  incompetent  to  our  governmental  de- 
mands. A  LAND-TAX  is  now  the  refort,  and  is  to  become  the 
medtum  for  further  fupplies.  The  merchant  and  tradefman  have 
hitherto  experienced  largely  the  demands  of  government  ;  and  the 
FARMER  is  now  to  be  brought  forward  to  affift  the  revenue. 
Thotlgh  the  yeomaniy  have  heretofore  in  an  indircA  way  bore 
their  proportion  of  the  weight  of  import  and  cxcife,  yet  they  are 
aow  called  upon  for  an  immediate  taxation  on  their  lands. 


^rl  Land-Tax,  life. 

It  is  poflible  that  the  neceffitics  of  our  government  may  require 
^xi  increafe  of  revenue,  but  we  certainly  ought  to  know  by  what 
fatahty,  we  are  reduced  to  this  necefllty.  We  ought  to  be  inform- 
ed of  the  expenditures,  and  through  v.'hat  channels  the  excefs  of 
duties  have  been  abforbed.  If  the  departments  of  government 
have  hitherto  been  too  lavifli  of  the  public  money  :  If  the  war 
DEPARTMENT  has  funk  millions,  by  "  mif-management  and  ne- 
glect :"  If  the  British  treaty  brings  into  view  a  large  debt  to 
be  difcharged  by  the  United  States  :  If  the  building  of  frigates, 
will  abforb  millions  to  complete  them  :  If  we  have  hitherto  been 
lavifii  in  confequeuce  of  the  facility  of  coUeding  the  revenue  : — 
If  thefe  things  are  true,  it  is  proper  that  the  people  fhould  be  made 
acquainted  with  thefe  circumftances,  before  they  refign  the  great 
ftamina  of  Taxation,  the  LANDS  of  the  United  States. 

No  individual  within  the  United  States  ever  conceived  that  the 
fubjecl  of  a  land-tax  would  have  been  before  Congrefs  at  fo  early 
a  period  after  the  adoption  of  the  federal  conftitutlon.  We  have 
often  heard  that  we  were  iejfen'mg  our  debts  ;  that  the  revenue 
was  adequate  ;  and  the  "  flourifliing  ftate  of  our  commerce,"  gave 
vigour  to  thefe  happy  ideas.  But  thefe  luminous  profpefls  have 
become  clouded,  and  the  citizens,  in  a  time  of  peace,  are  reduced  in 
their  financiering  arrangements,  to  a  war  eftablifliment. 

CongEcfs  it  is  expected  will  confider  with  attention  this  new 
revenue  propofition  ;  for  if  the  landed  property  is  once  touched, 
the  future  fyftem  of  finance  is  opened  upon  an  extenfive  fcale  ; 
Jfhftn  tliis  refoiirce  (which  was  ever  confidered  the  laft)  is  broke  in 
upon,  in  a  tims  of  peace,  and  ftiould  the  United  States  be  hereafter 
engaged  in  a  war,  the  extent  of  its  operation,  and  the  yearly  in- 
creafe of  tax  on  this  fource,  will  reduce  the  country  to  a  ftate,  but 
little  {hort  of  the  moft  fervile  nation  in  Europe. 

If,  within  a  few  years,  we  have  gone  fo  greatly  beyond  our 
refoarces  of  impoft  and  excife  ;  if  we  have  become  fo  lavifti  on 
thefe  two  objedts,,  as  to  expend  all  the  production  from  them,  have 
we  not  /eafon  to  fuppofe   that  the  call  for  one  MittiON,  touR 

WUNDRtu    AKD     EIGHTV-FOUR     TH»USAND      DOLLARS     OU    the    land 

will  be  a-,  quickly  expended  ?  When  the  government  can  cnce 
Jtep  this  knbhy-hnrfc,  with  a  weiglit  of  one  penny  on  an  acre,  they  "will 
foon  make  it  trot  vnth  a  weight  of  twenty  Jhillw^s, 


Fnt  Ships,  frae  Goods.  ■?  -  -^ 

Economy  in  our  expenditures  is  the  great  object  ct  attri- 
tion. Commerce  is  already  burtliened.  Manufacktires  are  in  gen- 
eral eitlier  ruined  or  embarraffed.  The  revenue  arifmg  from  im- 
port and  excife,  (cfpecially  the  laft  two  years)  it  is  probable  would 
have  been  adequate  to  our  pnrpofes,  if  the  money  had  been 
economically  appropriated.  But  "When  we  find,  that  the  expendi- 
tures in  thofe  tranfa<5tions  which  immediately  come  within  our 
knowledge,  are  lavilhed  to  an  unparrelleled  excefs,  we  have  reafon 
to  fufpeft  that  economy  has  not  been  the  ftandard  of  our  conduft. 

The  building  of  our  three  frigates,  it  is  expe<fted,will  coft  more 
money  than  three  times  the  fame  number  in  any  part  of  Europe. 
This  bufinefs  may  fervc  to  put  fonie  men  in  pay,  who  otherways 
would  be  out  of  employ  ;  it  may  ferve  to  give  exclulive  advan- 
tages to  individuals  in  futnifhing  the  manufafhiring  materials  ;  it 
may  conduce  to  political  purpofes,  by  employing  particular  men 
in  all  the  lucrative  parts  of  this  naval  tranfaiflion.  But  if  it  is 
ahfoluiely  necejfary  that  we  fhould  have  a  navy,  of  three  frigates, 
the  bufinefs  (Kould  be  fo  equally  proportioned,  that  no  one  individ- 
ual fhould  monopolize  in  his  manufanurmg  ^Beparimeytt,  the  advanta- 
ges of  it. 

Congrcfs,  previous  to  their  granting  a  land-tax,  it  is  prefumed, 
will  call  for  official  documents,  to  afccrtain  precifely  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  enormous  fum  railed  by  impoft  and  excife,  and  will 
not  haftily  break  in  upon  the  dernier  refort  of  TER.RA  F'  '""*.. 
till  "The  People"  are  convinced  of  tlic  propriety,  net  ^ 
economy  of  the  meafure. 


FREE    SHIPS,    FREE    GOODS. 


fellow-Citizens, 


m 


X  HE  difpute  bct\\*een  France  and  this  cotmtry  has  got  fo  far 
involved  in  perplexity,  tliat  the  real  obje^s  of  controverfy  are  al- 
moft  thrown  out  of  public  view. 

The  caufc  of  complaint  is  fimply  this,  the  treaty  which  the 
United  States  have  made  with  France,  has  fecurcd  to  u-  '■!<•    ""- 
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portant  privilege  of  the  CARRYING-TRADE,  by  miking  free 
fliips  frte.  goods.  By  this  treaty,  the  commerce  of  this  country, 
as  it  refpecfts  that  nation,  has  the  moft  ample  fecurity  for  a  free 
tradcy  even  in  time  of  war.  The  great  difficulty,  then,  arifmg  be- 
tween France  and  this  country,  is,  that  by  the  Britifh  treaty  w» 
ha'De  exprefsly  Jiipiilaied  tultb  England  that  free  fhlps  Jhall  not  malce 
fi-ee  goods. 

In  confequence  of  this  ftipulation,  the  French  property  on  board 
American  fhips  is  fubjed  to  capture  by  the  T  hile  the  Ea- 

^I'lfb  property  on  board  American  ftiips  is  to  i ...c  and  unmo- 

lefted.  France  complains  of  this  inequality  of  privilege,  more  ef- 
peclally  as  this  is  admitted,  oh- our  party  by  an  exprefs  agreement 
in  the  treaty  with  England- 
Let  then  the  Americans  judge  with  refpfcft  to  the  propriety 
and  juftnefs  of  this  partiality.  I;.  '  "'?,  that  the  plea  made 
by  the  advocates  for  the  Britifn  U'  .^t  England  never  ac- 

knowledged the  principle,  and  never  would  accede  to  the  terms  ©f 
admitting  free  fhips  to  make  free  goods.     Bat  though  thi 
vation  may  be  pl-?.d  by  Britain,   yet  the  qudtion  naturall  • 
whether  it  was  ;  in  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

voluntarily  to  m...-^c  <i  .;rj.ty  with  England,  -  '  -  "  ' — fition  to 
the  principle  on  which  their  treaties  with    1  in  were - 

founded  ?     If  ]  ;it  to  liie  ireeuom  of  our 

navl"  .rj/^,-^,  y^as  ..  ,-■  ..-.^  .  ^^..-.^^^  ...  us  to  grant  tliem  by  treaty 
xl-  capture  the  property  of  thofe  who  had  generoully  ac- 

cedtJ  to  liie  principle  .' 

Sappofe  two  r::cn  ];llJ  made  an  agreeme:       .   _^     ■  ^  ..  .:_r/^ 
to  the  trade  of  c  : ,  and  a  third  was  forefradory  as  never 

to  confeat  to  it.  i:i  uui  c;ife,  would  it  not  be  tlie  higheft  violation 
of  the  right  of  one,  if  the  other  fhould  enter  voluntarily  into  an 
agrument  witli  him  who  would  not  recogaize  the  privilege,  to  check 
and  embarrali  the  trade  of  tlie  man  with  whom  he  had  made  his 
firil  covenant  ? 

The  controverfy  with  France  and  the  United  States  ftands  oi\ 
the  fame  ground  of  equity.     It  is 'true,  that  nation  does  r       '"" 
pute  the  right  of  England,  in  not  agreeing  that  free  fhlpi 
make  free  goods  ;   neither  do  they  difpute  cur  right  to  r 
treaty  with  them,  for  this  purpofe.     But  at  tiie  fame  time,  vi.;. 
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the  right  is  acknowledged  on  our  fide,  if  we  improve  it  to  their 
injury,  they  alfo  have  a  right  to  refcnt  our  ingratitude  and  duplicity. 
If  we  have  inconfideratcly  and  wantonly  cxcrcifcd  our  right  in 
making  a  treaty  with  their  implacable  enemies,  and  thereby  given 
them  advantages  which  deftroy  the  mutual  benefitx  contemplated  in 
our  former  contrail,  they  have  the  fame  right  to  rcfent  our  con- 
dudl  as  we  have  to  make  a  treaty  with  Britain  to  their  injury. 

The  people  of  America  have  been  deceived  by  the  frequent 
attempts  to  perfuade  them,  that  France  wifhcs  to  interfere  in  oyf 
right  to  make  treaties.  This,  however,  is  falic.  France  has  never 
denied  us  this  right.  But  if  we  are  fo  imprudent  as  to  make  a 
treaty,  which  fubjefls  French  property  to  be  taken  on  board 
American  veiTels,  when  at  the  fame  time,  they  are  under  engage- 
ments to  us,  tliat  Englilh  property  (hall  be  fecure  in  fuch  bottoms, 
the  operation  becomes  fo  exceffively  unjuft,  that  we  cannot  rea- 
fonably  fuppofe  any  nation  would  tamely  place  themfelvcs  in  fuch 
a  derogatory  and  unfavourable  fituation. 

Nations,  like  individuals,  will  fecure  themfclves  againft  injuf« 
tice  ;  and  the  only  queftion  is,  whether  the  French  arc  wrong  m 
thnt:  refentmenty  or  we  in  giving  them  the  provocation  ? 

I  have  endeavoured  to  give  a  plain  Jiatement  of  what  appears  to 
be  one  of  the  eflential  points  of  controverfy,  between  France  and 
the  United  States.  The  merchants  are  left  to  judge  of  the  bene* 
fits  of  a  war  with  thofe  powers,  which  wifh  to  fupport  the  Carry- 
ing Trade  of  the  United  States  in  alliance  with  one  which  is  anx- 
ious to  annihilate  it. 

If  a  war  (hould  commence  between  France  and  Spain,  and 
America,  what  are  the  profpefts  of  our  merchants  ?  Are  thef 
willing  to  join  England  in  this  warfare,  who  are  anxious  to  dcflrof 
our  Carrying  Trade  ?  Impofllble  tliat  the  good  ft:  '  '  ".  •- 
rican  merchants  fliould  lead  them  to  this  exccfs  oi 
individual  ruin. 

A  war  with  France  and  Spain  is  no  lefs  than  a  war  upon  our 
own  commerce.  It  is  commercial  fuicide  ;  and  provided  the  Ef- 
fex  junto  are  capable  of  deceiving  the  merchants  into  a  compliance 
with  their  proje^s,  the  only  faiisfa^on  the/  can  recehrc,  after  the 
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expenditures  of  their  property,  and  the  ruin  dt  their  trade,  "Will  be 
the  ridicule  of  thofe  who  are  living  on  the  fmiles  and  favoritifm  of 
a.  Britifh  party  refiding  in  this  country. 


ON    FOREIGN    INFLUENCE. 


Let  us  not  be  Englijbmcn,  nor  Frenchmen^  but  ^MnkiCAK^*' 


I 


N  my  laft,  a  few  obfervations  were  made  oft  this  couvenieat  faying^ 
of  certain  time-ferv'ing  fycophants.  I  therein  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  we  did  not  adl  as  Americans  on  the  queftion  of  the  treaty,  but 
were  wholly  under  a  Br'uijh  tpfluence^  in  acceding  (c<Mitrary  to  our 
previous  refolutions)  to  this  baneful  and  deftrudive  inftrument. 

I  fhall  now  confider  this  fubjed  upon  more  general  principles, 
and  attempt  to  fhew,  tl:at  Br'titjh  influence  pervades  this  country  in 
a  more  extenfive  manner  than  is  generally  apprehended. 

When  we  refle<fl  on  the  number  csi  Britifli  fadors  who  refide 
within  the  United  States — the  number  of  individuals  who  w^erc  ene- 
mies to  our  revolution,  and  fince  the  peace  letumed  among  us — • 
the  number  of  perfons  who  refided  in  America  during  our  conteil 
with  Britain,  and  who  were  inimical  to  our  independence — the 
particular  body  of  merchants,  who  receive  their  annual  fupplies  of 
merchandize  from  the  Engliih  merchants  and  manufadurers — the 
fhopkeepers  in  the  country  who  ar^  vending  thefe  fuperfluities  in 
the  feveral  towns  throughout  the  United  States — the  fafliions  and 
manners  which  we  imbibe  from  our  Britifh  connexions  :  I  would 
candidly  aflc,  whether  all  thefe  circumftances  do  not  ferve  to 
prove  that  we  are  under  the  influence  of  the  Brttijh  nation,  by  the 
various  operations  of  thefe  refpeftive  interefts  ?  1  dare  venture  to 
aflert  that  there  is  not  a  man  who  contemplates  the  fubjedt  upon 
fair  and  rational  principles,  but  will  readily  allow,  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Brittjh  predominates  in  this  country  from  thefe  refpec- 
tivc  caufes,  and  that  no  other /om^n  influence  is  half  fo  powerful. 
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I  will  again  inquire  with  confidence,  whether  any  man  can 
Tuppofe  we  are  under  a  French  injluenc:,  ftrcng  enough  to  oppofc 
this  powerful  combination  in  favour  of  Britain  ?  Look  through 
our  feaports  and  the  inland  trading  towns,  and  who  are  ihc  per- 
fons  aftive  in  our  political  concerns  ?  Are  they  French  or  Briti/b 
merchants  ?  What  fpecies  of  merchandize  are  in  their  ftores  or 
fliop*  ?  Whofe  falhions  do  we  follow,  or  whofe  manners  do  we 
adopt  ;  are  they  French  or  Engli/h  ?  Even  our  theatrical  enter- 
tainments are  announced  as  being  aifled  at  Covcnt-Gardcn  or 
Prury-Lanc,  to  give  a  zell  to  the  performance,  and  we  are  led  to 
fupport  them  in  proportion  as  tliey  have  received  their  plaudit  at 
thofe  ROVAk  places  of  amufement.  Let  the  revilers  againli 
French  influence  produce  the  channels  through  which  it  operates ; 
let  them  name  the  body  of  French  merchants,  refiding  in  the  me- 
tropolis or  inland  towns ;  let  them  announce  the  immenfe  "  horde" 
of  French  republicans  refiding  among  us.  We  can  then  judge 
whether  they  are  in  proportion  to  the  numerous  clan  of  Britifh 
ariftocrats,  and  men  who  zxt  openly  in  favour  of  the  monarchy  of 
Britain.  Let  them  produce  the  body  of  Frenchmen  who  are  ac- 
tive in  our  eledions  in  any  degree  equal  to  thofe  of  the  Britifh  : 
In  fhort,  let  them  mention  any  particular  as  it  relates  to  foreign 
influence^  and  it  can  be  proved  that  tlie  Englijb  nation  poflefs,  and 
praftice  it  in  a  fourfold  ratio. 

After  fuch  demonftrations  of  the  predile<flion  of  certain  per- 
fons  to  Britain  ;  after  being  convinced  that  Britijh  attachments  both 
in  trade  and  in  political  fentiments  fo  greatly  predominate,  can  we  fe- 
rioufly  fay,  that  French  influence  prevails  within  the  United  States  ? 
On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  evident,  that  Britijh  influence  has  an  un- 
controlable  fway  ?  Scarcely  a  hat  (not  a  three-cornered  tne)  which 
covers  the  head  of  an  American,  but  what  announces  our  connex- 
ion witli  their  merchants  ;  and  the  fantaltic  gewgaws  of  many  of 
our  ladies  are  the  trophies  which  proclaim  our  complete  refigna- 
tion  to  their  fafhionablc  influence.  The  American  ladies  whofe 
graces  and  beauty  rile  fuperior  to  any  ornaments  from  Europe, 
ought  to  fpurn  at  the  idea  of  becoming  fubfervicnt  to  the  paltry 
trumpery  of  foreign  importations. 

The  manufa(5lures  of  America  are  daily  falling  a  facrificc  to 
our  partiality  for  Britain  ;  while  tlie  Britidi  manufa<5lurer  is  in- 
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creafing  in  wealth  bjrour  importatione,  the  American  J«anufa£bi- 
rer  is  declining  with  equal  rapidity  ;  do  not  cur  importations  op» 
crate  as  a  prohibition  on  our  own  manufaftures,  and  does  not  the 
refidence  of  Britifh  fa£tors  give  a  Superiority  over  our  own  mer- 
chants ? 

While  we  are  talking  of  foreign  influence,  let  us  refle£k  on  our 
connexion  with  England.  Let  us  contemplate  the  numerous 
avenues  by  which  this  is  conveyed.  It  works  in  every  direftion, 
and  ftrengthens  in  almoft  every  connexion.  I  would  again  afk, 
wherein  have  the  French  an  equal  weight  ?  Let  thofe  who  are 
exclaiming  againft  them,  produce  the  evidences  of /A«r  influence  ; 
or  let  them  fhow  any  circumftance,  which  can  in  any  way  coun- 
tera£i  the  forcible  operation  of  the  Britifh,  not  only  in  their  com- 
mercial intercourfe,  but  in  the  eSicacy  of  thofe  infidious  arts  prafti- 
fed  by  a  phalanx  of  Britifh  faftors,  who  refide  among  us  under 
a  deceptive  mafk  of  naturalization. 

To  fum  up  the  whole  in  a  few  words,  the  Brittfb  influence  has 
become  a  flrong  and  powerful  ingredient  to  poifon  the  republican 
principles  of  our  citizens,  and  while  they  are  employing  their  tooU 
to  cry  down  a  French  infiunce,  they  are  ufmg  every  bafe  art  to  ef- 
^eft  their  own.  T^^y  know  their  force  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  are  bufily  employed  to  vilify  and  abufe  every 
5hara(5ler  who  attempts  to  difclofe  their  nefarious  meafures.  Not 
that  I  am  in  favour  of  a  French  influence,  but  would  control 
it  in  every  inftance  ;  my  real  fentiments  are,  let  us  be  AMERI- 
CANS in  DEED  and  in  TRUTH. 
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CONCLUDING  ADDRESS. 


\Netiir  before  fuUtJhed.'\ 
Fellow-Citizens, 

x\FTER  peruling  the  foregoing  Numbers,  you  will  be  led  to 
confider  the  propriety  of  the  principles,  and  the  juftnefs  of  the  re- 
flexions.—Here  then  we  are  at  ifTue.  ARE  THE  SENTI- 
MENTS RIGHT,  OR  ARE  THEY  WRONG  ?  Speak  with 
candour,  and  decide  with  that  impartiality  which  chara<flerizes 
patriots  and  republica^is. 

To  the  YOUNG  Americans  the  foregoing  remarks  may  appear 
erroneous.  They  have  rifen  on  the  iftage  fince  the  fig-tree  began 
to  bloflbm,  and  fruit  was  on  the  vine  ;  fince  the  labour  of  the  olive 
has  not  failed,  and  the  fields  have  yielded  their  meat  ;  when  the 
flock  was  not  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  w^s  herd  in  thjC 
ftall.  In  thefe  halcyon  days,  they  experience  the  bleffings  which 
their  fathers  obtained  by  their  prowefs  and  exertions. 

The  qucftion  now  is,  by  what  means  has  this  country  arrived 
to  its  prefent  emmence  ?  Was  it  by  the  friendfhip  of  that  nation 
which  declared  they  had  a  "  right  to  tax  us  in  ail  cafes  what- 
ever" ?  Did  the  ravages  of  their  troops  give  fruitfulnefs  to  our 
fields,  or  did  the  blood  they  ftied  enrich  the  foil  which  feeds  the 
cattle  on  our  "  thouiiind  hills"  ? 

I  will  not  affront  my  countrymen  by  admitting  this  idea.  If 
yre  had  been  conquered,  the  wildcmcfs  that  now  bloffoms  like  the 
rofe,  would  have  been  the  gloomy  afylum  of  perfecuted  patriots  ; 
and  thefe  venerable  fages  would  have  been  hunted  in  their  retire- 
ment as  partaking  of  the  ferocious  liberty  of  wolves. 

Is  it  policy  then,  or  rather  is  it  not  an  affront  to  heaven,  to 
fcek  an  alliance  with  thofc  who  have  given  fuch  evidences  of  their 
enmity  ?  Muft  we  commence  war  with  France  and  Spain,  and 
then  apply  to  England  for  affiftance,  as  is  propofed  by  Mr.  Mor- 
lis  ?    Gracious  God  !  "  let  us  paufc  !  for  heaven's  fake  paufc  I" 
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before  we  precipitate  the  United  States  into  fo  hazardous 
a  fituation  !  Muft  our  country  again  be  ftained  with  blood  ? 
Muft  the  clarion  of  war  be  blown  through  the  continent  ? 
Muft  millions  of  dollars  be  appropriated  to  effe<5  that,  which  an 
amicable  negociation  will  probably  cancel  ?  Surely  the  Prefident 
has  aded  the  part  of  a  Chriftian  by  attempting  a  reconciliation  : 
for  he  who  wantonly  draws  the  fword,  we  are  told,  will  perifh  by 
the  fword.  Not  that  we  fhould  fuffer  any  nation  to  impofe  on  us  ; 
but  reafon  and  humanity  diftate  the  path  to  be  taken. 

A  war  with  France  and  Spain,  in  alliance  with  England,  is 
the  ground-work  of  the  politics  of  the  party  in  oppofition  to  the 
prefcnt  adminiftration.  They  have,  by  their  artifice,  interwoven 
tJiemfelves  for  a  number  of  years  back  into  our  national  councils, 
and  the  principal  part  of  our  troubles  have  arifen  by  their  agen- 
cy. They  wifti  to  augment  the  public  debt,  by  eftablifliing  fjC- 
tems  which  lead  to  extravagant  expenditures.  They  want  the 
government  to  maintain  a  body  of  men  at  the  expenfe  of  the  in- 
duftrious  merchant,  farmer,  and  tradefman. — This  is  genuine  feder- 
alifm  with  them,  and  every  thing  which  has  a  different  tendency  is 
reprobated  as  rank  jacolinifm. 

Are  the  young  men  in  favour  of  this  policy  ?  If  they  are, 
it  muft  eventually  prove  their  ruin.  An  expenfive  government 
creates  burdenfome  taxes,  and  th«  rifmg  generation  muft  feel  the 
weight  of  their  pre/Ture. 

This  party  attempt  fo  far  to  vitiate  the  youth,  as  to  render 
republicanifm  unfaftiionable.  This  is  ftriking  at  the  vitals  of  our 
government  ;  for  the  man  who  is  not  a  republican  is  a  POLITI- 
CAL ATHEIST,  and  is  as  much  a  fubverter  of  the  Conftitution 
as  Thomas  Paine  is  an  unbeliever  in  Revelation.  All  our  civil  in- 
ftitutions,  from  the  days  of  our  forefathers,  are  as  firmly  founded  on 
Republicanifm,  as  the  platform  of  the  churches  on  the  Chriftian 
religion. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  are  not  intended  to  inflame  the  paf~ 
fions,  but  to  allay  them  ;  though  exprefFed  with  luarmthy  they  are 
calculated  to  bring  us  to  cool  reflexion.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of 
public  affairs,  it  is  requifite  to  bring  into  view  the  many  arts  and 
ftratagcms  praiflifed  by  thofe  who  a/Tume  the  appellation  of  Fed- 
cralifts,  and  to  fhew  that  all  their  alarms  were  the  effufions  of  dif- 
aflfeftion,  lathcr  than  an  attachment  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of 
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the  country.  While  we  revert  to  the  periods  when  plots  and  con- 
Ipiracies  were  the  telegraphs  to  communicate  terror  and  amaze- 
ment, and  when  neighbours  aflumed  an  hoftile  attitude  towards 
each  other,  how  pleafing  is  the  refle<5ticn  that  the  cool  moment  of 
deliberation  has  difpelled  thofe  clouds  which  threatened  an  annihi- 
lation of  every  benign  attribute  which  harmonizes  fociety  !  If  wc 
find  thefe  things  falfe,  (which  at  the  time  they  were  propagated 
gave  an  impulfe  to  our  political  condu<fl)  ought  we  not  to  diftrufl 
thofe  men  who  create  alarms  to  deftroy  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  prefent  admin illration  ?  If  they  have  hiilaerto  been  falfc 
prophets,  what  reafon  have  we  to  believe  in  their  future  prog- 
noftications  ? 

Fellow-Citizens — In  treating  on  the  various  fubjefts  in  the 
foregoing  Numbers,  I  have  been  obliged  to  vary  the  mode  by  ar- 
gument and  fatire.  Many  things  have  required  a  ferious  confid- 
eration,  while  others  admitted  no  other  plea  than  ridicule.  I  have 
wholly  confined  my  obfervations  to  political  confiderations,  with- 
out wiflung  to  refleft  on  any  individual  in  his  moral  or  focial  ca- 
pacity. The  GENERAL  GOOD  is  my  only  objeft,  and  I  wU- 
lingly  place  myfelf  on  the  candid  decifions  of  my  fellow-citizens. 
I  court  no  partial  patronage.  Having  offered  my  fentiraents  on  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  it  will  give  me  fatisfac- 
tion  as  a  citizen  if  they  are  fupportcd  ;  but  if  they  are  not,  I  feel  my- 
felf in  a  fituation  to  meet  tlie  evils  which  await  my  country.  Pro- 
vided I  receive  the  approbation  of  the  virtuous  and  patriotic,  I 
fhall  never  concern  myfelf  about  perfons  of  an  oppoffte  charadlcr  ; 

**  To  virtue  only,  and  its  friends,  a  friend. 
The  tvorld  hejtde  may  murmur  or  commend  : 
Know  all  the  dijlant  din  this  'world  can  keep. 
Rolls  o*er  my  grotto,  and  but  foothes  my  /letp." 
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